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CHAP. xvn. 

Foundation of Con/lantinople — Political Syftem of 
Cort/lantine, and his Succejfors. — Military Dis- 
cipline.-— The Palace.- +The Finances. 

TH E unfortunate Licinms was the laft rival CHAP, 
who oppofed the greatnefs, and the laft 
captive who adorned the triumph, of Conftan- 
tine. After a tranquil and profperous reign, the 
Conqueror bequeathed to his family the inheri- 
tance of the Roman empire; a new capital, a 
new policy, and a new religion; and the in- 
novations which he eftablifhed have been em- 
braced and confecrated by fucceeding generations. 
The age of the great Conftantine and his fons 
is filled with important events; but the hifto- 
rian.muft be oppreffed by their number and va- 
Vol. III. B xiety. 



z THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, riety, unlefs he diligently feparates From each 
xvn * other the fcenes which are conne&ed only by the 
order of time. He will defcribe the political in- 
ftitutions that gave ftrength and ftability to the 
empire, before he proceeds. to relate the wars and 
revolutions which haftened its decline. He will 
adopt the divifion unknown to the ancients, of 
civil and ecclefiaftical affairs : the vifltory of the 
Chriftians, and their inteftine difcord, will fup- 
ply copious and diftinfl: materials both for edifi- 
cation and for fcandal. 
Dcfign of * After the defeat and abdication of Licinius, 
pita™ * h* s vi^orious rival proceeded to lay the founda- 
A. D 3*4. tions of a city, deftined to reign, in future times, 
the miftrefs of the Eafl, and to furvive the empire 
and religion of Conftantine. The motives, whe- 
ther of pride or of policy, which firfl induced 
Diocletian to withdraw himfelf from tire ancient 
feat of government, had acquired additional 
weight by the example of his fuceeffors, and the 
habits of forty years, Rome was infenfibly con- 
founded with the dependent kingdoms which had 
once acknowledged her fupremacy ; and the 
country of the Caefars wa$ viewed with cold in* 
difference by a martial prince, born in the neigh* 
bourhood of the . Danube, educated in the court$ 
and armies of Afia, and invefted with the purple 
by the legions of Britain. The Italians, who had 
received Conftantine as their deliverer, fubmif- 
fively obeyed the edi&s which he fometimes con- 
defcended to addrefe to the fenate and people of 
Rome ; but they were feldom honoured with th$ 
prefence of their new fovereign. During the vi- 
gour 
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gottr of his age, Conftantirie, according to the va- c S^ T P# 
nous exigencies of peace and war, moved with ■ ' j 
flow dignity, or with a&ive diligence, along the 
frontiers of his extenfive dominions ; and was al- 
ways prepared to take the field either againft a 
foreign or a domeftic enemy. But as he gradu^ 
ally reached the fummit of profperity and the de- 
cline of life, he began to meditate the defign of 
fixing in a more permanent ftation the ftrength as 
well as majefty of the throne. In the choice of 
an advantageous fituation, he preferred the con- 
fines of Europe and Afia ; to curb, with a power- 
ful arm, the barbarians who dwelt between the 
Danube and the Tanais ; to watch with an eye of 
jealoufy the conduft of the Perfian monarch, who 
indignantly fupported the yoke of an ignominious 
treaty. With thefe views, Diocletian had felefted 
and embellilhed the refidence of Nicomedia : but 
the memory of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by 
the prote&or of the church j and Conftantine was 
not infenfible to the ambition of founding a city 
which might perpetuate the glory of his own 
name. During the late operations of the war 
againft Licinius, he had fufficient opportunity to 
contemplate, both as a foldier and as a ftatefman, 
the incomparable pofition of Byzantium ; and to Situation 
obferve how ftrongly it was guarded by nature Suou 1 **" 
againft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accef- 
fible on every fide to the benefits of commercial 
intercourfe. Many ages before Conftantine, 
one of the moft judicious hiftorians of anti« 

B 2 quity 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 



Defcrip- 
tion ot 
Con- 
stanti- 
nople. 



The Bof- 
phoius. 



quity x had defcribed the advantages of a fituation, 
from whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived 
the command of* the fea, and the honours of a 
flourishing and independent republic \ 

If we furvey Byzantium in th£ extent which it 
acquired with the auguft name of Constantinople, 
the figure of the imperial city may be reprefented 
under that of an unequal triangle. The obtufe 
point, which advances towards the eait and the 
fhores of Afia, meets and .repels the waves of the 
Thracian Bofphorus, The northern fide of the 
city is bounded by the harbour ; and the foijthern 
is waflied by the Propontis, or fea of Marmara, 
The bafis of the triangle is oppofed to the weft, 
and terminates the continent of Europe, x But the 
admirable form and divifion of the circumjacent 
land and- water cannot, without a more ample ex- 
planation, be clearly, or lufficiently underftood. 

The winding channel through which the waters 
of the Euxirie flow with a rapid and inceflaht 
.courfe . towards the Mediterranean, received the 
appellation of Bofphorus, a name not* lefs cele- 



.v 



1 Polybius, 1. iv. p. 413. edit. Cafaubon. He obfervesthat the 
peace of the Byzantines" was frequently difturbed/ahdthe'eXtent of 
their territory coittra&ed, by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

* The navigator ijyzas, who was ftyled the fonof Neptune, 
founded the city 656 years before the Chriftian JEra. His followers 
were drawn from 'Argos and Megara. k Byz?irftium\vad afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the, Spartan general Paufinias. ; See Scaliger 
Animadverf. ad Eufeb. p. 81. Ducange, Gonftantinopolis, 1. i. 
parti, cap. 15, 16. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines 
againft Philip, *he Gauls, and* the kings of Bithynia, we fhould 
truft none but the Ancient writers who lived before the greatnefs of 
the imperial city had excited a fpirit of flattery and fiction. 
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brated in the hiftory, than in the fables, of an- C H . A p. 
tiquity 3 . .A crowd of temples and of votive al- 
tars prbfufely fcattered along its fteep and woody 
banks, attefted the unfkilfulnefs, the terrors, and 
the devotion of the Grecian navigators, who, after 
the example of the Argonauts, explored the dan- 
gers of the inhofpitable "Euxine; Oh thefe banks 
tradition long preferved the memory of the palace 
of Phincus, infefted by the obfcehe harpies 4 ; 
and of the fylvan reign of Amycus, who defied' 
the fbn of Leda to the combat of the Ceftus 5 . 
The (freights of the Bofphorus are terminated by 
the Cyanean rocks, which, according to the de- 
fcriptipn of the poets, had orice floated on the 
face of the waters ; and were* deftined by the gods 
to proteft the entrance of the Euxine againft the 
eye of profane c:\iriofity *\ " From the Cyanean 
rocks to. the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 

3 The Bofphorus has been very' minutely defcribed by Dionyfiiis 
of Byzantium,, who lived in the time of Ddmltiaii ( Hudibn Geo- 
graph. Minor- torn, iii.), and by Gilles or GyHius, a. French" tra r 
veller of the XVIth century Tournefprt (Lettre XV.) feems* to 
have ufed his own eyes and th& learning of Gyllius. 

4 The re are very few conjectures fo happy as that of Le Clerc 
(Bibliotheque Unjverfelle, torn. i. p. 148.), who fuppofes that, the 
harpies were only locufts. The Syriac or Phatnician name of thofe 
infects, their noify flight, the ftench and devaluation which they oc- 
cafion, and the north wind which drives them into'the fea, all con- 
tribute' to form the ftrikin^ refemblance. \ w ^ 

5 The fefidence ofAmycds was in Alia, between 'the old and' the 
new caftles, at a place called Laurus Infana. That of Phineus was 
in Europe, near the village of Mauromole and.the Black Sea. See 
Gyllius de Bofph. 1. ii. c. 23. Tourriefort, Lettre XV. 

6 The deception was occafioned by feveral pointed rocks, alter- 
nately covered and abandoned by the waves. At prefent there are 
two fninll iflands, one towards^either'ihore ; that of Europe is dif* 
tinguifhtd by the column of Pompey. 

' B 3 winding 



6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Vindkig length of the Bofphorus extends about 
fixteen miles % and its *moft ordinary breadth 
may be computed at about one, mile and a half. 
The new caftles of Europe and Alia are conftruS- 
ed, on either continent, upon the foundations of 
two celebrated temples, of Serapis and of Jupiter 
Urius. The old caftles, a work of the Greek em- 
perors, command the narroweft part of thfe chan-^ 
nel, in a place where the oppofite banks advance 
within five hundred paces of each other. Thefe 
fortrefTes were reftored and ftrengthened by Ma- 
homet the Second, when he meditated the fiege 
of Conftantinople 8 : but the Turkifh conqueror* 
was mofl probably ignorant, that near two thou* 
fend years before his reign, Darius had choferi the 
fame fituation to conned the two continents by a 
bridge of boats 9 . At a fmall diftance from the 
old caftles we difcover the little town of Chryfo- 
polis, or Scutari, which may almoft be confidered 
as the Afiatic fuburb of Conftantinople, The 
Bofphorus, as it begins to open into the Propon- 
tis, pafTes between Byzantium and Chalcedon, 
The latter of thofe cities was built by the Greeks, 

7 The ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadia, or 
fifteen Roman m ^ es » They meafured only from the new caftles, 
but they carried the flreights as far as the town of Chalcedon, 

8 Pucas Hift. c. 34. Leunclavius Hift. Turcia Mufulmanica* 
1. xv. p. 577. Under the Greek empire thtfe caftles were ufed as 
ft ate prifons, under the tremendous name, of Lethe, or towers of 
oblivion. . 

1 

9 Darius engraved in Greek and Aflyrian letters on two marble, 
columns, the name< of his fubjecT:- nations, and the amazing num- 
bers off his land and fea forces. The Byzantines afterwards tranf- 
ported thefe columns into the. city, and ufed them for the altars of 
their tutelar deities, Herodotus, 1. iv,c. $;♦ 

a few 
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a few years before the former \ and the blindnefe c ? A p * 
of its founders, who overlooked the fuperiqr ad- >_ ^ * j 
vantages of the oppofite caaft, has been ftigmatifed 
by a proverbial expreffion of contempt *°. 

The harbour of Conftantinople, which may be The port, 
coafidered as an arm of the Bofphorus, obtained, 
in a very remote period, the denomination of the 
Golden Horn. The curve which it defcribes might - 
be compared to the horn of a (tag, or, as it fhouid 
feem, with more propriety, to that of an ox l \ 
The epithet of golden was expreffive of the riches 
which every wind wafted from the mod diftaut 
countries into the fecure and capacious port of 
Conftantinople. The river Lycus, formed by 
the conflux of two little ftreams, pours into the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of frefh water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to invite the pe- 
riodical flioals of fifh to feek their retreat in thai 
convenient recefs. As the viciffitudes of tides 
are fcarcely felt in thofe feas, the conftant cfepth 
of the harbour allows goods to be landed on the 
quays without the affiftance of boats ; and it has 
been obferved, that in many places the largeft 
veffels may reft their prows againft the houfes, 

10 Namque art'fiimo inter Europam Afiamque divortio Byzan- 
tium in extrcma Europa pofuere Graeci, qui bus, Pytjiium ApollU 
nem confulentibus ubi conderent urbem, rrdJitum oratuluo) eft, 
quaercrcnt fedem cacorum terris adverfam. Eaambage Chaiccdonii 
monftrabantur, quod priores illucadve&i, prxvi'a lucorum utilitate 
pejora legiflent. Tacit. Annal. xii. 62. 

11 Strabo, 1.x. p. 492. Moft of the antlers are now broke off; 
or, to fpeak lefs figuratively, moft of the recedes of the harbour 
are filled up. See Gylli 4e Boiphoro Thracio, 1. i. c. 5. 

B 4 while 



ft 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
XVtt. 



The Pro- 

pontis. 



while theii fterns are floating in the water ,x . 
From the mouth of the Lycus to that of the har- 
bour, this arm of the Bofphorus is more than fe- 
ven miles in length. The entrance is about five 
hundred yards broad, and a ftrong chain could be 
occafioftally drawn acrofs it, to guard the port 
and city from the attack of an hoftile navy x3 . 

Between the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, the 
fliores of Europe and Alia receding on either fide 
iriclofe the fea of Marmara, which was known to 
the ancients by the denomination of Propontis. 
The navigation from the iffue of the Bofphorus to 
the entrance of the Hellefpont is about one hun- 
dred, and twenty miles. Thofe who fleer their 
weftward courfe through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis, may at orice defcry the high lands of 
Thrace. and Bithynia, and never lofe fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows '*. They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian ; and 



,x Procopius de JEdificiis, 1. i. c. 5. His defcription is confirm, 
ed by modern travellers. See Thevenot, part i. 1. i. c. 15. Tourne- 
fort, Lett re XI L Niebuhr Voyage d'Arabie, p. »a. 

*i See Ducange, C. P. 1. i. part i. c. 16. and his Obfcrvations fur 
Villehardouin, p. 289. The chain was drawn from the Acropolis, 
near the modern Kioik, to the tower of Galata; and was fupported 
at convenient diftances by large wooden piles. 

m. Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, part i. 1. i. c. fy.) coutracts 
the meafure to 125 fmall Greek miles. Belon (Obfervations, I it 
c. 1.) gives a good defcription of the Pro'pontis, but contents him- 
felf with the vague expreffion of one day and one night's fail. When 
Sandys (Travel*, p. ai.) talks of 150 furlongs in length as well as 
breadth, we can only fuppofe fome miftake of the pref* in the text 
of that judicious traveller. 

6 they 
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they pafs the fmall iflarids of Cyzicus and Procon- c ££*• 
nefus before they caft anchor at Gallipoli ; where », - L - j 
the fea, which feparates Afia from Europe, is 
again contrafted into a narrow channel. 

The geographers who, with the mod fkilful TheHel- 
accuracy* have furveyed the form and extent of cpon 
the Hellefpont, affign about fixty miles for the 
winding courfe, and about three miles for the 
ordinary breadth of thofe celebrated (freights* 5 . 
But the narrowed part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkifh caftles between 
the cities of £eftus and Abydus. It was here that 
the adventurous Leander braved the paflage of 
the flood for the poffeffion of his miftrefs 16 . It 
was here likewife, in a place where , the diftance 
between the oppofite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces, that Xerxes impofed a ftupendous 
bridge of boats, for the pulrpofe of tranfporting 
into Europe an hundred and feventy myriads of 
barbarians 17 . A fea contracted within fuch nar* 

row 

■5 See an admirable diflert.tion of M. d'Anville upon the HeTIe- 
fpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de 1' Academic >des Infcrip- 
tions, torn, xxviii, p. 318—346. Yet even that ingenious geogra- 
pher is too fond of fuppoling new, and perhaps imaginary meafurer % 
for the purpofe of rendering ancient writers as accurate as hirfrfclf. 
The ftadia employed by Herodotus in the defcriptionoftheEuxine, 
the Bofphorus, Sec. (1. it. c. 85.) muft undoubtedly be all of the 
feme fpecie* : but it feems impoffible to reconcile them either with 
truth or with each other. 

** The oblique diftance between Seftus and Abydus was thirty 
ftadia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofed by M . 
Mahudel, but is defended on the authority of poets and medals hy 
M- de la Nauze. See the Academie des Inscriptions, torn. vii. 
Jii/t p. 74. Mem. p. 240. 

*7 See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has erected an elegant 
trophy to his own fame *nd to that of his country. The review ap- 
pear* 
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CHAP, row limits, may feem but ill to deferve the firt- 

XVII. . 

gular epithet of broad, which Horaer,\ as well as 
Orpheus, has frequently beftowed,on the Helle- 
fpont. But our ideas of greatnefs are of a rela- 
tive nature : the traveller, and efpecially the , poet, 
who failed along the Hellefpont, who purfued the 
windings of the ftream, and contemplated . the 
rural fcenery, which appeared on every fide 
to terminate the profpefk, infenfibly loft the re- 
membrance of the fea; and his fancy painted 
thofe celebrated ftreights, with all the attributes 
of a mighty river flowing with a fwift current, in 
the midft of a woody and inland country, and at 
length, through a wide mouth, difcharging itfelf 
into the JEgean or Archipelago '*• Ancient 
Troy '% feated on an eminence at the foot of 
Mount Ida, overlooked the mouth of the Helle- 
fpont, which fcarcely received an acceflion of 
waters from the tribute of thofe immortal rivu- 
lets the Simois and Scamander. The Grecian 

pears to have been made with tolerable accuracy ; but the vanity, 
firft of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks, was intercfted to 
magnify the armament and ihe victory. I fhould much doubt whe- 
ther the wvaders have ever outnumbered the men of any country 
which they attacked. 

■* See Wood's Obfervatkms on Homer, p. 320. I have, witn 
pleafure, felected this remark from m author who in general ieemt 
to have difappointcd the expectation of the public as a critic, and 
(til! more as a traveler. He had vifited the banks of the Hellefpont ; 
he had read Strabo ; he ought to have eonfulted the Roman itine- 
raries \ how was it poffible for him to eoufound Ilium and Alex- 
andria Troas f Obfervations, p. 340, 341.)* * wo «ities which were 
•jncteen miles diftant from each other? 

*9 Demetrius of .Scepfis wrote fixty books on thirty lines of Hor- 
nier s Catalogue* The-Xillth Book of Strabo is fufficicnt for our 
coriofity. 

camp 
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camp had ftretched twelve miles along the fhore c 3£J* m 
from the Sigasan to the Rhsetean promontory; 
and the flanks of the army were guarded by the 
braved chiefs who fought under the banners of 
Agamemnon. The firft of thofe promontories 
was occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Ajax pitched his 
tents on the other. After Ajax had fallen a facri- 
fice to his difappointed pride, and to the ingrati- 
tude of the Greeks, his fepulchre was ere&ed on 
the ground where he had defended the navy 
againfl the rage of Jove and of He&or ; and the 
citizens of the riling town of Rhaeteum celebrated 
liis memory with divine honours ao . Before Con- 
ftantine gave a juft preference to the fituation of 
Byzantium, he had conceived the defign of ere&» 
ing the feat of ejnpire on this celebrated fpot, from 
whence the Romans derived their fabulous origin* 
The extenfive plain which lies below ancient Troy, 
towards the Rhaetean promontory and the tomb of 
Ajax, was firft chofen for his new capital; and 
though the undertaking was foon rdinquifhed, the 
{lately remains of unfinilhed walls and towers at- 
tracted the notice of all who failed through the 
(freights of the Hellefpont *". 

We 

*° Strabo, 1. xni. p. 595. The difpofition of the mips which 
were drawn upon dry land, and the poftg of Ajax and Achilles, are 
very clearly dcfcribe<J by Homer. See Iliad ix. 220. 

11 Zofun. 1. ii. p. 105. Sozomen, L ii. c. 3. Theophaaes, 
p. 18. Nicephorus Calliftus, 1. vii. p. 48. Zonaras, torn. ii» 
1. xiii. p. 6. Zofimus places the new city between Ilium and Alexan- 
dria, but this apparent difference maybe reconciled by the large ex- 
tent of its circumference. Before the foundation of Conftanttnople, 

Thcflalonica 
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chap. We arc at prefent qualified to view the advan- 
<u^ -'_j tageous pofiticfn of Cofcftantinople ; which ap- 
Advan- pears to have been 'formed "by -Nature for the 

tages of * ... . ' - ' . 

conftan- centre and capital of a gr^at m6narchy. Situated 
tUople* fa t jj e forty.firft degree of l&itucte, the Imperial 
City commanded, from her feven« hills ?,"the op- 
pofite fhores of Europe and Afia ; the climate was 
healthy and - temperate, the foil" fertile, the har- 
bour feciire and capacious ; and the approach on 
the fide of the continent was of finall extent and 
eafy defertce. The BofpHorus and the Hellefpont 
may be confidered as the two gates of Conftanti- 
nople; and the prince who pofTeffed thofe im- 
portant paffages could always ihut them againft a 
naval enemy, and open them to the fleets of com- 
rfierce. The preferyation of the eaftern provinces 
may, in fome degree, be afcribed to the ' policy 
of Conftantme, a^ the Barbarians of 'the Euxine, 
who in the preceding age had poured their arma- 
ments: ihto the -heart of the Mediterranean, foon 
deftfted from the exercife -of piracy, and defpaired 
of : forcing this infurmountable barrier. When 
ijie gates of the' Hellefpont and Bofphorus were 
fhut, T the: dapital -ftill enjoyed, within their fpa- 
cious inclofure, every 'production : which could 
fupply the wants, or gratify the luxury, of its nu- 

Theflafomca is mentioned by Cedrenus (p £83), and Sardfca by 
Z6nar-a$**AS the intended capital. They both fuppofe, with very 
Httle probability, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented 
t^Ajiradigy; would have repeated tile miftake of the blind Chalce- 
dooians. 

. ** Pocock's Defcnption of the Kaft> vol. ii. part ir. p. 127* 
His plan ok the feven hills is dear and accurate. That traveller is 
ftldom. fo fotisfactor) . 

i- . merous 
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merous inhabitants. The fea-cbafts of Thrace C xvn P * 
and Bithynia, which languifh under the. weight of y^-v—rf 
Turkifh oppreffion, (till exhibit a rich » profpeft 
of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentiful har- 
vefts ; and the Propontis has ever been renowned 
for an inexhauftible ftore of the mod exquifite 
fife, that are taken in their dated feafons, without 
{kill, and almoft without labour * 3 . But when the 
pafiages of the. Streights were thrown open for 
trade, they alternately admitted ihe natural and 
artificial riches of the north and - fouth, of the 
Euxine^ and .' of the Mediterranean. Whatever * 
rude, commodities were collefted in the forefts of 
"Germany and Scytbia, .as far as the fources of the 
Tanais :and the ' Boryfthenes ; whatfoever was 
manufactured by the ikill i)f Europe or Alia ; the 
corn of Egypt, and the gems and fpices of. the 
fartheft India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the port of Conftantinople, which,* for 
many ages, attracted the commerce of the' ancient 
worlds 

The profpeft of beauty, of. fafety, and of ^ ou, 4 1 ^ 
wealth, united in a fingle fpot,'was fufficient to city, 
juftify *hei.choice',of Conftantine. But 2& fomfe 
decent mixture of prodigy , and . fable has, ; in. every 

/ ?\ SeeBelon, ObferTations,- c* 7*— 76/ Among a.vanety 'of dif- 
ferent fpecies, the Pelamide8, 'a fort of Thttnaiea,' were the moft 
celebrated, j We may»learn from . ijoiybiua, $trabo, and Tacitus, 
that the profits of the i'-fiijiery; ; con ttituted; the; principal rerenne of 
Byzantium. 

. ** See the .•eloquent description" of Bufbequlus, eprftoL i. p. '^4. 
KftinEuropa; habct in coiifpetfuAfiam, ^ggyptum, Africainqae 
ii^ejftra : qtiae .tametficontigupe non funt, maris taxnen navijaai* 
d>que comTncdiiatc Ttluti junguntur. * A liniflxa vero t'Jwiiiis eft 
£uxinu3, 3cc. 



A 
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chap, age, been fuppofed to refleft a becoming majefty 
on the origin of great cities**, the emperor wa$ 
defirous of afcribing his refolution, not fo much 
to the uncertain counfels of human policy, as to 
the infallible and eternal decrees of divine wif- 
dom. In one of his laws he has been careful to 
inftrufl: pofterity, that, in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, he laid the everlafting foundations 
of Conftantinople ** : and though he has not con- 
defcended to relate in what manner the coelefthd 
infpiration was communicated to his mind, the 
defeft of his modeft filence has been liberally 
fupplied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers ; 
who defcribe the nodurnal vifion which, appeared 
to the fancy of Conftantihe, as he flept within the 
walls of Byzantium. The tutelar genius of the 
city, a venerable matron finking under the weight 
of years and infirmities, was fuddenly transformed 
into a blooming maid, whom his own hands 
adorned with all the fymbols of Imperial great- 
nefs* 7 . The monarch awoke, interpreted the 
aufpicious omen, and obeyed, without hefitation, 
&e will of heaven. The day which gave birth to 
a city or colony was celebrated by the Romans 
with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by a 

*5 Datur haec venia antiquitati, ut mifcentto humana divini? , pri- 
tndrdia urbium auguftiora faciat. T. Liv. in proem. 

x6 He fiys in one of his laws, pro commoditate Urbis quam 
isterno nomine, jubente Deo, donavimas. Cod. Theodof.J. xiii. 
tit. v. leg. 7. 

*7 The Greeks, Theophanes, Cedrenus, and the Author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, confine themfclves to vapuc and general ex- 
prefijons. For a more particular account of the vifion, we are 
obliged to have recourfe to fuch Latin writers as William of 
Malmfbury. See Ducange C. P. 1 i. p. 34, aj. 

v . generous 
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generous fuperftirion *' ; and though Conftantinc C hap. 
might omit fome rites which favoured too ftrongly i— yU 
of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to 
leave a deep impreflion of hope and refpeft on the 
minds of the fpe&ators. On foot, with a lance 
in his hand, the emperor himfelf led the folemn 
proceffion; and dire&ed the line, which was 
traced as the boundary of the deftined capital: 
till the growing circumference was obferved with 
aftoniihment by the affiftants, who, at length, 
ventured to obferve, that he had already exceeded 
the moft ample meafure of a great city. " I Ihall 
" ftill advance," replied Conftantine, " till he, 
" the invifible guide who marches before me, 
u thinks proper to flop *V Without prefuming 
to inveftigate the nature or motives of this extra- 
ordinary conductor, we fhall content ourfelves 
with the more humble tafk of defcribing the ex- 
tent and limits of Conftantinople ,J . 

In the a&ual ftate of the city, the palace and Extent 
gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern pro- 
montory, the firft of the feven hills, and cover 

* 8 See Plutarch in Romul. torn. i. p. 49; edit. Bryan. Among 
other ceremonies, a large hole, which had been dug for that pur- 
pofe, was tilled up with handfuls of earthy which each of the feitlers 
brought from the place of his birth, and thus adopted his new 
country. 

& Philoftorgius, I. ii. c. 9. This incident, though borrowed from 
a fiifpecled writer, is chara&eriftic and probable. 

i° See in the Memoires de PAcadcniie, torn. xxxv. p. , M7— 75*t 
a diflertation of M. d'Anville on the extent of Conftantinople. He 
takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Orientate of B mduri as the 
moft complete ; but, by a feries of very nice obfervations, he re- 
duces t e e.tra vacant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 9500, 
determines the circumference of the city as confiftiog of about 7800 
French twfo* 

9 about 
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chap, about one hundred and fifty acres of our own 
meafure. The feat of Turkifh Jealoufy and de- 
fpotifm is ere£ted on the foundations of a Grecian 
republic ; but it may be fuppofed that the By- 
zantins were tempted by the conveniency of the 
harbour to extend their habitations on that fide 
beyond the modern limits of the Seraglio. The 
new walls of Conftantine ftretched from the port 
to the Propontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of 
the triangle, at the diftance of fifteen ftadia from 
the ancient fortification ; and with the . city of 
Byzantium they inclofed five of the feven hills, 
which, to the eyes of thofe who approach Cpn- 
flantinople, appear to rife above each other in 
beautiful order 31 . About a century after ' the 
death of thq founder, the new building*, extending 
on one fide up the harbour,, and on the other along 
the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
ridge of the fixth, and the broad fummit of the 
feventh hill. The neceflity of prote&ing thofe 
fuburbs from the inceffant inroads of the Barba- 
rians, engaged the younger Theodofius to fur- 
round his capital with an adequate and permanent 
inclofure of walls 3 \ From the eaftern promon- 
tory to the golden gate, the extreme length of 

* x Codinus Antiquitat. Conft. p. i%. He affigns the church of 
St. Antony as ihe boundary on the fide of the harbour. It is men • 
tioned in Ducange, 1. iv. c. 6.; but I have tried, without fucccfs, 
to difcover the exact place wher* it was fituated. * 

** The new wall of Theodofius was conftru&ed in the year 413. 
In 447 it was thrown down by an earthquake, and rebuilt in three 
months by the diligence of the praefedt f yrus. The fuburb of the 
Blachernae was firft taken into the city in the reign of Heraclius. 
Ducange Conft. 1. i. c, 10, u. 

Conftan- 
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« 

Constantinople was about three Roman miles aJ ; c ^fjf' 
the circumference meafured between ten and 
eleven; and the furface might be computed as 
equal to about two thoufand Englifli acres. It is 
Unpoflible to juftify the vain and credulous ex- 
aggerations of modern travellers, who have fome- 
times ftretched the limits of Conftantinople over 
the adjacent villages of the European, and even 
of the Afiatic coaft J \ But the fuburbs of Pera 
and Galata, though fituate beyond the harbour, 
may deferve to be confidered as a part of the 
city"; and this addition may perhaps authorife 
the meafure of a Byzantine hiftorian, who affigns 
iixteen Greek (about fourteen Roman) miles for 
the circumference of his native city ,6 . Such an 
extent may feem not unworthy of an Imperial re- 

• 

ss The meafurcment is expreffed in the Notitia by 14,075 feet. 
It is reafonable to fuppofe that thefe were Greek feet ; the propor- 
tion of which has been ingenioufly determined by M. d'Anville. 
He compares the xSo feet with the 7% Hafliemite cubits, which in 
different writers are afligned for the height of St. Sophia. Each 
of thefe cubits was equal to 0,7 French inches. 

24- The accurate Thevenot (I. i. c. 15.) walked in one hour and 
three quarters round two of the fides of the triangle* from the Kioflc 
of the Seraglio to the feven towers. D'Anville examines with care, 
and receives with confidence, this deciiive teftimony, which gives a 
circumference of ten or twelve miles. The extravagant compu- 
tation of Tournefort (Lettre XI.) of thirty-four or thirty miles, 
without including Scutari, is a ftrange departure from his ufual 
character . 

« The fycae, or fig-trees, formed the thirteenth region, and were 
very much embellifhcd by Juftinian. It has finee borne the names 
of Pera and Galata. The etymology of the former is obvious ; that 
of the latter is unknown. See.Ducange Conft. 1. i. c. %%. and 
Gyllius de Byzant. 1. iv. c. 10. 

J* One hundred and eleven ftadia, which may be translated into 
modern Greek miles each of feven ftadia, or 660, fomettmes only 
600 French toifes. See d'Anville Mefurcs Itineraircs, p. 53* 

Vol. III. C fidence. 
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C xvn* # ^ ence ' Yet Conftantinople muft yield to Babylon 
I— ^y-^«J and Thebes 3 % to ancient Rome, to London, and 
even to Paris 38 . 

of the Cfi ^ e ma ^ er °f ^ e Roman world, who afpired 

work. to ere& an eternal monument of the glories of 
his reign, could employ in the profecution of that 
great work the wealth, the labour, and all that 
yet remained of the genius of obedient millions. 
Some eftimate may be formed of the expence 
beftowed with Imperial liberality on the foun- 
dation of Conftantinople, by the allowance of 
about two millions five hundred thoufand pounds 
for the conftru&ion of the walls, the porticoes, 
and the aquedufts 39 . The forefts that over- 
fhadowed the Ihores of the Euxine, and the cele- 
brated quarries of white marble in the little ifland 
of Proconnefus, fupplied an inexhauftible flock of 
materials, ready to be conveyed, by the conveni- 
ence of a fhort water-carriage, to the harbour of 
Byzantium 40 * A multitude of labourers and 

artificers 

* n When the ancient texts, which defcribe the fize of Babylon 
and Thebes, are fettled, the exaggerations reduced, andthemea- 
fure- afcertainrd, we find that thofe famous cities filled the great 
but not incredible circumference of about twenty- five or thirty 
miles. Compare d'Anville Mem. de r Academic, torn, xxviii. p. 2 35, 
with his Description de l'Egypte, p. aoi, aoa. 

38 If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fquares of 50 
French tofts, the former contains 850, and the latter 11 60 of thofe 
divifiona. 

3 9 Six hundred centenaries, or fixty thoufand pounds weight of 
gold. This fum is taken from Codinus Antiquit. Conft. p. 11.; 
but unlefs that contemptible author had derived bis information 
from foine purer fources, he would probably have been unac- 
quainted with fo obfolete a mode of reckoning. 

40 For the forefts of the Black Sea, confult Tournefort, Lettre 
XVI.: for the marble quarries of Proconnefus, lee Strata, 1 xiii. 

p. 588. 
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artificers urged the conclufion of the workvith GHAfl. 
inceflant tofl : but the impatience of Conftantine 
foon discovered, that, in the decline of the arts*, 
the (kill as well as numbers of his archite&s bore 
a very unequal proportion to the greatnefs of his 
defigns. The magiftrated of the moil diftant 
provinces were therefore directed to inftitute 
fchools, to appoint profeflbrs, and by the hopes 
of rewards and privileges, to engage in the ftudy 
and practice of archite&ure a fufficient number 
of ingenious youths, who had received a liberal 
education 4 \ The buildings of the new city were 
executed by fuch artificers as the reign of Con* 
ftantine could afford; but they were decorated 
by the hands of the moft celebrated mailers of 
the age of Pericles and Alexander. To revive 
the genius of Phidias and Lyfippus, furpafled in- 
deed the power of a Roman emperor ; but the 
immortal productions which they had bequeathed 
to poflerity were expofed without defence to the 
rapacious vanity of a defpot. By his commands 
the cities of Greece and Afia were defpoiled of 
their moft valuable ornaments 4 \ The trophies 

p. 588. The latter had already furnifhed the materials of the ftately 
building* of Cyzicus. 

4 1 See the Codex Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. iv. leg* 1. This law it 
dated in the year 334, and was addre fifed to the prefect of Italy, 
whofe jurifdidtion extended over Africa. The commentary of: 
Godefroy on the whole title well deferves to be confulted. 

4* Conftantinopolis dedicatur ptene omnium urbium nuditate* 
Hieronym. Chron. p. 181. See Codinus, p. 8,9. The author of 
the Antiqukat. Conft. 1. iii. (apud Banduri Imp. Orient, torn. i. 
p. 41 ) enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens, and a long lift 
of other cities. The provinces qf Greece and Afia Minor may be 
fuppofed to have yielded the richelt booty. 

Ca of 
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€ xvii*" ^ memorable wars, the obje&s of religious ve# 
w»*«^j neration, the mod finifhed ftatues of the gods and 
heroes, of the fages and poets, of ancient times, 
contributed to the fplendid triumph of Conflan- 
tinople ; and gave occafion to the remark of the 
hiftorian Cedrenus 43 , who obferves, with fome 
enthufiafm, that nothing feemed wanting except 
the fouls of the illuftrious men whom thofe ad- 
mirable monuments were intended to reprefent. 
But it is not in the city of Conftantine, nor in the 
declining period of an empire, when the human 
mind was depreffed by civil and religious flavery, 
that we fhould feek for the fouls of Homer and of 
Demofthenes. 
Edifices. During the fiege of Byzantium, the conqueror 
had pitched his tent on the commanding eminence 
of the fecond hill. To perpetuate the memory 
of his fuccefs, he chofe the fame advantageous 
pofition for the principal Forum ** ; which appears 
to have been of a circular, or rather elliptical 
form. The two oppofite entrances formed tri- 
umphal arches ; the porticoes, which inclofed it 
on every fide, were filled with ftatues; and the 
centre of the Forum was occupied by a lofty 
column, of which a mutilated fragment is now 
degraded by the appellation of the burnt pillar* 
This column was ere&ed on a pedeftal of white 

43 Hift. Compend. p. 369. He defcribes the ftatue, or rather 
buft of Homer with a degree of tafte which plainly indicates that 
Cedrenus copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

44 Zofim, 1. *. p. io5 Chron Aleandrin. vel Pafchal, p. 284. 
Ducange Conft- 1. i. c. 24.. Even the laft of thofe writers feema to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine with the Augufteum, or c.»urt 
of the palace. lam not fatisfied wh ther I have properly diftia- 
guifhed what belongs to the one and the other. 

4 marble 
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marble twenty feet high; and was compoftd of chap. 
ten pieces of porphyry, each of which meafured 
about ten feet in height, and about thirty-three 
in circumference 4S . On the fummit of the pillar, 
above one hundred and twenty feet from the 
ground, flood the coloffal ftatue of Apollo. It 
Was of bronze, had been tranfported either from 
Athens or from a town of Phrygia, and was fup- 
pofed to be the work of Phidias. The artift had 
reprefented the god of day, or, as it was after- 
wards interpreted, the emperor Conftantine him- 
felf 9 with a fceptre in his right hand, the globe 
of the world in his left, and a crown of rays glit- 
tering on his head 4 *. The Circus, or Hippo- 
drome, was a (lately building about four hundred 
paces in length, and one hundred in , breadth * 7 . 
The fpace between the two meta or goals was 
filled with ftatues and obelifks ; and we may dill 
remark a very Angular fragment of antiquity; 
the bodies of three ferpents, twifted into one 
pillar of brafs. Their triple heads had once fup- 
ported the golden tripod which, after the defeat 
of Xerxes, was; confecrated in the temple of 

4J The moft tolerable account of this column is given by Pocock. 
Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ti. p. 131. But it is ftijl in 
many inftances perplexed and unfatisfa&ory. 

4 6 Ducange Con ft. 1. i, c -24. p. 76. and his notes ad Alexiad. 
p. 3! a. The ftatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown down 
under the reign of Alexis Comnenus. 

47 Tournefort (Lettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four 
hundred paces. If he means geometrical paces of five feet 
each, it was three hundred to'tfes in length* about forty more 
than the great Circus of Rome. See d'Anvillc Mefures Itineraries, 

C 3 Delphi 
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chap. Delphi by the vi&orious Greeks 4 \ The beauty 

XVII « 

of the Hippodrome has been long fince defaced 
by the rude hands of the Turkifh conquerors ; 
but, vender the fimilar appellation of Atmeidan, 
it ftill ferves as a place of exercife for their horfes.- 
From the throne, whence the emperor viewe4 
the Circenfian games, a winding ftaircafe 4f de- 
scended to the palace ; a magnificent edifice, 
which fcarcely yielded to the refidence of Rome 
itfelf, and which, together with the dependent 
courts, gardens, and porticoes, covered a con* 
fiderable extent of ground upon the banks of the 
Propontis between the Hippodrome and the 
ehvjrch of St, Sophia 5 *. We might likewife 

celebrate 

4* The guardians of the moft hqly relics would rejoice if they 
were able to produce fuch a chain of evidence as may be alleged on 
this occafion. See Banduri ad Antiquitat. Conft. p. 668. Gylliug 
de Byzant. 1. ii. c. 13. 1. The original confecratfori of the tripod 
and pillar in the temple of Delphi may be proved from Herodotus 
and Paufanias. a. The Pagan Zofimus agrees with the three eccle- 
fiaftical hiftorians,Eufebius, Socrates, and Sozomen, that thefacred 
ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed to Conftantinople 
by the order of Conftantine ; and among thefe the ferpentine pillar 
of the Hippodrome is particularly mentioned. 3. All the European 
travellers who have vifited Conftantinopie, from Buondelmonte to 
Pocock, defcribe it in the fame place, and almoft in the lame man* 
ner ; the differences between them are occasioned only by the in. 
juries which it has fuftained from the Turks. Mahomet the Second 
broke the under-jaw of one of the ferpents with a ftroke of his 
battle-axe, Thevenot, 1. i. c. 17. 

49 The Latin name Cochlea was adopted by the Greeks, and very 
frequently occurs in the Byzantine hiftory. Ducaoge Conft. 1* ii, 
c 1 p. 104. 

#> There are thre« topographical points which indicate the fitua* 
tion of the palace. 1. The ftaircafe, which connected it with the 
Hippodrome or Atmeidan. %. A fmall artificial port on the Propon* 
til* from, whence ^here was an eafy aloent, by a flight of marble fteps, 
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celebrate the baths, which ftill retained the name CHAP* 
of Zeuxippus, after they had been enriched, by 
the munificence of Conflantine, with lofty co- 
lumns, various marbles, and above threefcore 
ftatues of bronze 5I . But we fhould deviate from 
the defign of this hiftory, if we attempted mi- 
nutely to defcribe the different buildings or quar- 
ters of the city. It may be fufficient to. obferve^ 
that whatever could adorn the dignity of a great 
capital, or contribute to the benefit or pleafure of 
its numerous inhabitants, was contained within 
the walls of Conftantinople. A particular . de- 
fcription, compofed about a century after its 
foundation, enumerates a capitol or fchool of 
learning, a circus, two theatres, eight public, and 
pne hundred and fifty-three private, baths, fifty* 
two porticoes, five granaries, eight aquedudfcs or 
refervoirs of water, four fpacious halls for the 
meetings of the fenate or courts of juftice, four* 
teen churches, fourteen palaces, and four thou- 
sand three hundred and eighty-eight houfes, 
which, for their fize or beauty, deferred to be 

to the gardens of the palace. 3. The Augufteum was a fpacious 
court, one fide of which was occupied by the front of the palace, 
and another by the church of St* Sophia. 

s* Zeuxippus was an epithet of Jupiter, and the baths w?re a part 
of old Byzantium. The difficulty of aligning their true Gtuation 
has not been felt by Oucange. Hiftory feeme to conned them with 
St. Sophia and the palace; but the original phn, inferted in Ban- 
duri, places them on the other fide of the city, near the harbour. 
For their beauties, fee Chron. Pafchal, p. »8 S , and Gyllius de By- 
zant. 1. u c- 7. Chriftodorus (fee Antiquitat. Conft. 1. vii. com- 
pofed infcriptions in verfe for each of the ftatues. He was a Theban 
poet in genius as well as in birth : 

BssotuKQ. in craflb jurares aere natum. 

C 4 diftin* 
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C xvn P# d^ n g u ^ c< l fr° m ^ multitude of plebeian habi- 

u^v-1j tations f \ 

PopuU- The populoufnefs of this favoured city was the 

Aext and mod ferious objeft of the attention of 
its founder. In the dark ages which fucceeded 
the tranflation of the empire, the remote and the 
immediate confequences of that -memorable event 
were ftrangely confounded by the vanity of the 
Greeks, and the credulity of the Latins "• It was 
afferted and believed, that all the noble families 
of Rome, the fenate, and the equeftrian order, 
with their innumerable attendants, had followed 
their emperor to the banks of the Propontis ; that 
a fpurious race of ftrangers and plebeians was 
left to poffefs the folitude of the ancient capital ; 
and that the lands of Italy, long fince converted 
into gardens, were at once deprived of cultivation 
and inhabitants 5 *. In the courfe of this hiftory, 
fuch exaggerations will be reduced to their juft 

s* See the Notitia. Rome only reckoned 17S0 large houfes, 
domus\ but the word muft have had a more dignified fignification. 
No in/id* are mentioned at Constantinople. The old capital con* 
lifted of 444 ftreets, the new of $%%. 

5J Liutprand Legatio ad Imp. Niccphorum, p. 153. The mo- 
dern Greeks have ftrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conftanti- 
nople. We might excufe the errors of the Turkifh or Arabian 
writers; but it is fomewhat aftonifhing, that the Greeks, who had 
accefs to the authentic materials prcferved in their own language* 
Should prefer fiction to truth, and loofe tradition to genuine hiftory* 
In a fingle page of Codinus we may detect twelve unpardonable mif- 
takes 5 the reconciliation of Severus and Niger, the marriage of 
their fon and daughter, the liege of Byzantium by the Macedo- 
nians, the tnvafion of. the Gauls, which recalled Severus to Rome* 
the^tf? years which clapfed from his death to the foundation of 
Conftantinople, 9c, 

& Montesquieu, Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, c. 17. 

value ; 
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value: yet, fince the growth of Conftantinople c J?vn P# 
cannot be afcribed to the general mcreafe of man- 
kind and of induftry, it mult be admitted, that 
this artificial colony was raifed at the expence of 
die ancient cities of the empire. Many opulent 
fenators of Rome, and of the Eaftern provinces, 
were prpbably invited by Conftantine to adopt 
for their country the fortunate fpot which he had 
chofen for his own refidence. The invitations of 
a mafter are fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from 
commands ; and the liberality of the emperor ob- 
tained a ready and cheerful obedience. He be* 
flowed on his favourites the palaces which he had 
built in ihe feveral quarters of the city, affigned 
them lands and penfions for the fupport of their 
dignity ss , and alienated the demefnes of Pontus 
and Afia, to grant hiereditary eftates by the eafy 
tenure of maintaining a houfe in the capital % \ 
But thefe encouragements and obligations foon 
became fuperfludus, and were gradually abolifh- 
$d. Wherever the feat of government is fixed, a 

ss Thcmift. Orat. iii. p. 4S. edit. Hardouin, Sozomen, I. ii. 
c. 3. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 107. Anonym. Valefian. p. 715. If we 
could credit CodTnu* (p. 16.), Conftantine built houfes for the fe- 
nators on tne exacl: model of their Roman palaces, and gratified 
them, as well at himfelf, with the pleafure of an agreeable furpriJe; 
but the whole ftory is full of fi&ions and inconfiftencies. 

5* The law by which the younger Theodofitts, in the year 43!, 
abolifhed this tenure, may be found among the Novelise of that em- 
peror at the head of the Theodofian Code, torn. vi. nov. xi. M. de 
Tflfemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 371.) has evidently 
miftaken the nature of thefe eftates. With a grant from the Imperial 
demefnes, the fame condition was accepted as a favour which would 
juftly have been deemed a hard/hip, if it had been impofed upon 
private property. 
1 

con* 
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C xvn P * confidefable part of the public revenue will be 
«~-v— J expended by the prince himfelf, by his minifters, 
by the officers of juftice, and by the domeftics of 
the palace* The moft wealthy of the provincials 
will be attra&ed by the powerful motives of inte- 
reft and duty, of amufement and curiofity. A 
third and more numerous clafs of inhabitants will 
infenfibly be formed, of fervants, of artificers, 
and of merchants, who derive their fubfiftence 
from their own labour, and from the wants or 
luxury of the fuperior ranks* In left than a cen- 
tury, Conftantinople difputed with Rome itfelf 
the pre-eminence of riches and numbers. New 
piles of buildings, crowded together with too 
little regard to health or convenience, fcarcely al- 
lowed the intervals of narrow ftreets for the per- 
petual throng of men, of horfes, and of carriages. 
The allotted fpace of ground was infufficient to 
contain the increafing people ; and the additional 
foundations, which, on either fide, were advanced 
into the fea, might alone have compofed a very 
• confiderable city 5T . 
Fmileges. The frequent and regular distributions of wine 
and oil, of corn or bread, of money or provifions, 
Jiad aimoft exempted the pooreft citizens of Rome 
from the neceflity of labour. The magnificence 
of the firft Caefars was in fome meafure imitated 

'7 The parages of Zofimus, of Eunapius, of Sozomen, and of 
Agathius, which relate to the increafe of buildings and inhabitants 
at Conftantinople, are collected and connected by Gyllias deByzant. 
1. i. c. 3. Sidonius Apollinaris (in Panegyr. Anthem. 56. p« *9° # 
edit. Sirmpnd) defcribes the moles that were pulhed forwards into 
the fea ; they confided of the famous Puzzojan land, which hardena 
in the water. 

t>7 
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by the founder of Conftantinople s8 : but his libev c H A P. 
rality, however it might excite the applaufe of the 
people, has incurred the cenfure of pofterity. A 
nation of legiflators and conquerors might aflert 
their claim to the hanrefts of Africa, which had 
been purchafed with their blood ; and it was art- 
fully contrived by Auguftus, that, in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty, the Romans fhould lofe the me- 
mory of freedom. But the prodigality of Con- 
ftantine *could not be excufed by any confi deration 
either of public or private intereft ; and the an- 
nual tribute of corn impofed upon Egypt for the 
benefit of his new capital, was applied to feed a 
hzy and indolent populace, at the expence of the 
hufbandmen of an induftrious province 59 . Some 
other regulations of this emperor are lefs liable to 
blame, but they are lefs deferring of notice. 
He divided Conftantinople into fourteen region* 
pr quarters 40 , dignified the public council with 

5* Sozomen, 1. 1L c. 3, Philoftorg. 1. ii. c. 9. Codin. Antiqui- 
tat. Conft. p. 8. It appears by Socrates, 1. ii, c. 13. that the daily 
allowances of the city confifted of eight myriads of *rr«, which we 
may either tranflate with Valerius by the words modii of corn, or 
confider as cxpreffive of the number of loaves of bread. 

59 See Cod. Theodof. 1. xiii. and xiv. and Cod. Juftinian* 
IJdict, *ii. torn. ii. p. 648. edit. Genev. See the beautiful 
complaint of Rome in the poem of Claudian de Bell. GiUJonico, 
yer. 46—64. 

Cum fubiit par Roma mihi, divifaque furn^t 

JEquales aurora togas $ JEgyptfa rura 

In partem cefiere novam. 

*° The regions of Conftantinople are mentioned .in the code of 
Juftinian, and particularly defcribed in the Notitia of the younger 
Theodofius ; but as the four laft of them are not included within 
the wall of Conftantine, it may be doubted whether this divifion of 
(he city fhould be referred te the founder* 

} the 
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chap, the appellation of Senate *\ communicated to the 
^ w ' u citizens the privileges of Italy 6 *, and beftowed 
on the rifing city the title of Colony, the firft and 
mod favoured daughter of ancient Rome, The 
venerable parent {till maintained the legal and ac- 
knowledged fupremacy, which was due to her 
age, to her dignity, and to the remembrance of 
her former greatnefs 3 . 
Uon 1 ad ^* Conftantine urged the progrefs of the work 
330^334. with the impatience of a lover, the walls, the por- 
ticoes, and the principal edifices were completed 
in a few years, or, according to another account, 
in a few months '* : but this extraordinary dili- 
gence 

61 Senatum conftituit fecundi ordinis ; CLarot vocayit. Anonym. 
Vajefian. p. 715. The fenators of old Rome were ftiled Clariffimu 
See a curious note of Valefius and Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 9- 
From the eleventh Epiftle of Julian, it mould fecm that the place of 
fenator was conQdered as a burthen, rather than as an honour : but 
the Abbe* de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, torn. ii. p. 371.) has 
ihewn that this epiftle could not relate to Conftantinople. Might we 
not read, inftead of the celebrated name of bu^wtjoi; , the obfeure but 
more probable word B/<ra?0»»w/; ? Bifanthe or Rhcedeftus, now Rho- 
dofto, was a fmall maritime city of Thrace. See Stephan. Byz. de 
Urbtbus, p. %*$ and Cellar. Geograph. torn. i. p. 849* 

*» Cod. Theodof. 1. xiv. 13. The Commentary of Godefroy 
>(tom. ▼. p. a»o.) is long, but perplexed ; nor indeed is it eafy to. 
afcertain in what the Jus I tali cum could confift, after the freedom 
of the city had been communicated to the whole empire. 

** Julian (Orat. \. p. 8.) celebrates Conftantinople as not lefff 
fuperior to all other cities, than (he was inferior to Rome itfelf. His 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 75, 76.) juftifies this language 
by feveral parallel and contemporary inftances. Zofimus, as well as 
Socrates and Sozomen, flourifhed after the diviGon of the empire 
between the two ions of Theodofius, which eftablifhcd a perfect 
equality between the old and the new capital. 

*♦ Codinns (Antiqu'tat. p. 8.) affirms, that the foundation* of 
Conftantinople were laid in the year of the world 5837 (A.D- 3*9)* 
on the 16th of September, and that the city was dedicated the utb 
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gence fhould excite the left admiration, fince chap. 

many of the buildings were finiihed in fo hafty 

and imperfed a manner, that, under the fucceed- 

ing reign, they were preferred with difficulty 

from impending ruin ° s . But while they difplay- 

ed the vigour and freihnefs of youth, the founder 

prepared to celebrate the dedication of his city 66 . 

The games and largefles which crowned the pomp 

of this memorable feftival may eafily be fuppofed : 

but there is one circumftance of a more lingular 

and permanent nature, which ought not entirely 

to be overlooked. As often as the birth -day of 

the city returned, the ftatue of Conftantinc, 

framed, by his order, of gilt wood, and bearing 

in his right-hand a fmall image of the genius of 

the place, was ere&ed on a triumphal car. The 

guards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in 

their richeft apparel, accompanied the folemn 

proceffion as it moved through the Hippodrome. 

of May 5858 (A.D. 330.)- He conne&s thefe dates with feveral 
characleriftic epochs, but they contradict each other ; the authority 
of Codinus is of little weight, and the fpace which he affigns muft 
appear inefficient. The term of ten years is given us by Julian 
(Orat. i. p. 8.), and Spanhcim labours to eftablifti the truth of it 
(p. 69— 7s«)» by the help of two paflages from Themiftius (Orat, 
iv. p. 58.) and of Philoftorgius (1. ii. c. 9.)* which form a period # 
from the year 314 to the year 334. Modern critics are divided con- 
cerning this point of chronology, and their different fentiments 
are very accurately difcufied by Tillemont, Hift. des Empcreurs, 
torn. iv. p. 619— 625. 

** Themiftius, Orat. iii. p. 47* Zofim. 1. ii. p. 108. ConftanV 
tine himfelf, in one of his laws (Cod* Thod. 1. xv. tit. i.)> betrays 
his impatience. 

** Cedrenus and Zonaras, faithful to the mode of fuperftition y 
Which prevailed in their own times, attire us, that Conftantinople * 
was confecrated to the Virgin Mother of God. 

When 
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When it was oppofite to the throne of the reign- 
ing emperor, he rofe from his feat, and with 
grateful reverence adored the memory of his pre- 
deceffor* 7 . At the feftival of the dedication, 
an edift, engraved on a column of marble, be- 
llowed the title of Second or New Rome on the 
•city of Conftantine 6 '. But the name of Conftan- 
tinople** has prevailed over that honourable epi- 
thet ; and, after the revolution of fourteen cen- 
turies, ftill perpetuates the fame of its author 7 °« 

The foundation of a new capital is naturally 
connected with the eftablifliment of a new form 
of civil and military adminiftration. The diftinct 
view of the complicated fyftem of policy, intro- 
duced by Diocletian, improved by Conftantine, 

* 7 The earlieft and moft complete account of this extraordinary 
ceremony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. a85« Til- 
lemont, and the other friends of Conftantine, who are offended with 
the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriftian prince, had 
a right to confider it as doubtful, but they were not authorifed to 
omit the mention of it. 

68 Sozomen, 1. ii. c. %. Ducange C. P. 1. i. c. 6. Velut ipfitfs 
Romx filiam, is the expreffion of Auguftin. de Civitat. Dei, I. v. 

c. %$• 

69 Eutropius, 1. x. c. 8. Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. Ducange C. P. 
1. i. c. 5. The name of Conftantinople is extant on the medals of 
Conftantine. 

7° The lively Fpntenelle (Dialogues des Morts, xii.) affects to 
deride the vanity of human ambition, and feems to triumph in the 
difappointment of Conftantine, whofe immortal name is now loft in 
the vulgar appellation of Iftambol, a Turkifti corruption of i<( «r»? 
mo'ka. Yet the original name is ftill preferved, 1. By the nations of 
Europe. *. By the modern Greeks. 3. By the Arabs, whofe 
writings are diffufed over the wide extent of their conquefts in Ada 
and Africa. See d'Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientate, p. » 7 j„ 
4, By the more learned Turks, and by the emperor himfelf in 
his public mandates. Cantemir's Hiftory of the Othraan Empire, 
p. 51. 

and 
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and completed by his immediate fucceflbrs, may chap. 
not only amufe the fancy by the Angular pi&ure wvw 
of a great empire, but will tend to illuftrate the 
fecret and internal caufes , of its rapid decay. In 
the purfuit of any remarkable inftitution, we may 
be frequently led into the more early or the more 
recent times of the' Roman hiflory ; but the pro- 
per limits of this enquiry will be included within 
a period of about one hundred and thirty years, 
from the acceflion of Conftantine to the publica- 
tion of the Theodofian code 7I ; from which, as 
well as from the Notitia of the eaft and weft T % * 
we derive the mod copious and authentic infor- 
mation of the ftate of the empire. This variety 
of obje&s will fufpend, for fome time, the courfe 
of the narrative ; but the interruption will be cen- 
fured only by thofe readers who are infenfible to 
the importance of laws and manners, while they 
perufe, with eager curiofity, the tranfient in- 
trigues of a court, or the accidental event of a 
battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, content with hierarchy 
fubftantial power, had left to the vanity of the ftate. 

eaft the forms and ceremonies of oftentatious 

« 

7* The Theodofian code was promulgated A, D. 438. See the 
Prolegomena of Godefroy, c. i. p. 185. 

7* Pancirolus, in his elaborate Commentary, afligis to the No- 
titia a date almoft fimilar to that of the Theodofian code ; but his 
proofs, or rather conjectures, are extremely feeble. I mould be 
rather inclined to place this ufeful work between the final divifioa of 
the empire (A. D. 395), and the fuccefsful invafion of Gaul by the 
Barbarians (A. D. 407)* See Hiftoirc dec anciens Peupies de 
I'Europe, torn. vii. p. 40. 

greatnefs. 
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chap, grcatnefe M . But when they loft even the fem- 

XVIL c blance of tliofe virtues which were derived fropi 

their ancient freedom, the fimplicity of Roman 

manners was- infenfibly corrupted by the; ftately 

affe&ation of the courts of Afia. The diftinc- 

tions of perfonal merit and influence, fo confpicu- 

ous in a republic, fo feeble and obfcure under a 

monarchy, were abolifhed by the defpotifm of the 

emperors ; who fubftituted in their room a fevere 

fubordination of rank and office, from the titled 

Haves who were feated on the fleps of the throne, 

to the meaneft inftruments of arbitrary power. 

This multitude of abjeft dependents was intereft- . 

ed in the fupport of the a&ual government, from 

the dread of a revolution, which might at once 

. confound their hopes, and intercept the reward 

of their fervices. In this divine hierarchy (for 

fuch it is frequently ftyled), every rank was 

marked with the moft fcrupulous exa&nefs, and 

its dignity was difplayed in a variety of trifling 

and folemn ceremonies, which it was a ftudy to 

learn, and a facrilege to negleQ: 74 . The purity 

. of the Latin language was debafed, by adopting, 

in the intercourse of pride and flattery, a .profusion 

V* Scilicet externae fuperVae fueto, non inerat notitia neftri (per- 
hap$ nofira) ; apud quos vis Imperii valet, inania tranfmittuntur. 
Tacit. Annal. xv. 31. The gradation from the ftyle of freedom 
and fimplicity, to that of form and fervitude, may be traced in the 
Epi (ties of Cicero, of Pliny, and of Symmachus. 

7* The emperor Gratian, after confirming a law of precedency 
publifhed by Valentinian, the father of his Divinity, thus continues: 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi locum ufurpavent, nulla fe ignoratione 
defendat ; fitque plane fa rilegti reus, qui diinna praecepta neglexerit. 
Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. v. leg. a. 

of 
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of epithets, which Tully would fcarcely have un- C H A p. 
(Jerftood, and which Auguflus would have re- 
jected with indignation. The principal officers 
of the empire were faluted, even by the fovereign 
,}iimfelf, with the deceitful titles of your Sincerity^ 
yqur Gravity y your Excellency, your Eminency, your 
futblime and wonderful Magnitude^ your illujtrious 
and magnificent Highnefs 75 . The codicils or patents 
of their office were curioufly emblazoned with fuch 
emblems as were beft adapted to explain its na- 
ture and high dignity; the image or portrait of 
the reigning emperors;^ a triumphal carj the 
book of mandates, placed on a table, covered with 
a rich carpet, and illuminated by four tapers; 
the allegorical figures of the provinces which they 
governed ; or the appellations and ftandards of the 
troops whom they commanded. Some of thefe 
official enfigns were really exhibited in their hall 
of audience j others preceded their pompous 
march whenever they appeared in public; and 
every circumftance of their demeanour, their 
drefs, their ornaments, and their train, was cal- 
culated , to infpire a deep reverence for the repre- 
fentatives of fupreme majefty. By a philofophic 
obferver, the fyftem of the Jtoman government 
might have been miftaken for a fplendid theatre, 
filled with players of every character and degree, 
who repeated the language, and imitated the paf- 
fions, of their original model 7 *. 

7* Confult the Notitia Dignitatem, at the end of the Theodofian 
Code, torn, vi. p. 316. 

7* Pancirolus ad Notitiam utriufque Imperii, p. $9. But his ex- 
planations are obfcure, and he does not fufficiently diftinguifli the 
painted emblems from the effective enfigns of office. 

Vol. HI. D All 
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CHAP. 
XVII. 

Three 
rank of 
honour. 



All the magiftrates of fufficient importance to 
find a place in the general ftate. of the empire, 
were accurately divided into three claffes. i . The 
Illujlrious. 2. The Speftabiles, or Refpeftable : 
And, 3 . The Clariffim ; whom we may tranflate 
by the word Honourable. In the times of Roman 
fimplicity, the laft-mentioned epithet was ufed 
only as a vague expreffibn of deference, till it be- 
came at length the peculiar and appropriated title 
of all who were members of the fenate 77 , and 
confequently of all who, from that venerable body, 
were fele&ed to govern the provinces. The va- 
nity of thofe who, from their rank and office, 
might claim a fuperior diftin&ion above the reft 
of the fenatorial order, was long afterwards in- 
dulged with the new appellation of Refpeftable ^ 
but the title of Illuftrious was always referved to 
fome eminent perfonages who were obeyed or re- 
verenced by the two fubordinate claffes. It was 
communicated only, I. To the confuls and patri- 
cians ; II. To. the praetorian prafe&s, with the 
praefefts of Rome and Conftantinople ; in. To 
the mafters general of the cavalry and the in- 
fantry; and, IV. To the feven minifters of the 
palace, who exercifed their J acred functions about 
the pcrfon of the emperor 7 !.. Among thofe illuf- 
trious magiftrates who were efteemed co-ordinate 
with each other, the feniority of appointment 

V In the Pandecls, which may be referred to the reigns of 
the Antonines, Clarijftmus is the ordinary and legal title of a 
fcnator. 

7 s Pancirol. p. ia— 17- I have not taken any notice of the two 
inferior ranks, Perfeftiffimus, and Egregius y which were given to 
many perfons, who were not railed to the fenatorial dignity. 

gave 
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gave place to the union of dignities 79 . By the C 2L4 T P * 
expedient of honorary codicils, the emperors, who 
were foad of multiplying their favours, might 
fometimes gratify the vanity, though not the am- 
bition, of impatient courtiers 8o . 

I. As long as the Roman confuls were the firft The con- 
magiftrates of a free ftate, they derived their right 
to power from the choice of the people. As long 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the fer- 
vitude which they impofed, the confuls were ftill 
elefted by the real or apparent fufFrage of the fe- 
nate. From the reign of Diocletian, even thefe 
veftiges of liberty were abolifhed, and the fuc- 
cefsful candidates who were inverted with the 
annual honours of the confulfhip, affe&ed to de- 
plore the humiliating condition of their predecet 
fors. The Scipios and the Catos'had been reduced 
to folicit the votes of plebeians, to pafs through 
the tedious and expenfive forms of a popular elec- 
tion, and to expofe their dignity to the fliame of a 
public refufal ; while their own happier . fate had 
referved them for an age and government in 
which the rewards of virtue were afligned by the 
unerring wifdom of a gracious fovereign* 1 . In 
the epiftles which the emperor addreffed to the 
two confuls eleft, it was declared, that they were 

79 Cod. Theodof. 1. vi. tit. vi. The rules of precedency arc 
afcertained with the moft minute accuracy by the emperors, and il- 
luftrated with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

80 Cod. Theodof. 1. vi. tit. xxii. 

81 Aufonius (in Gratiamm Aftione) bafely expatiates on this un- 
worthy topic, which is managed by Matnertinus (Panegyr. Vet, xi. 
16. 19.) with fomewtiat more freedom and ingenuity. - 

D 2 created 
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CHAP. 
XVI*. 



created by his fole authority 8 *. Their names and 
portraits, engraved on gilt tablets of ivory, were 
difperfed over the empire as prefents to the pro- 
vinces, the cities, the magiftrates, the fenate, and 
the people 83 . Their folemn inauguration was 
performed zt the place of the Imperial refi'dence ; 
and, during a period of one 'hundred and twenty 
years, "Rome was conftantly deprived of the pre- 
sence of her ancient magiftrates *\ On the morn- 
ing of the firft of January, the confuis affumed 
•the enfigns of their dignity. Their drefs was a 
•robe of purple, embroidered in filk and gold, 
♦and fomethnes ornamented with coftly gems 8S . 

fe Cum de Coiifulibus in annum creandis, folus mccum voluta- 
rem . . . te Confulem ct defi^navi, et declaravi, et priorem nun- 
cupavi ; aredTome of the expreffions employed by the emperor Gra- 
tian to his preceptor the poet Aufonius. • 

*J Immanefque .... dentes 

Qui fedli ferro in tabulas auroque micantes, 
Infcripti rutilum ccetato Confule nomen 
Per proceres et vulgtis eant. 

Claud, in ii Conf. Stilichon. 456. 
Montfaucon has reprefented fome of thefe tablets or dypticks ; fee 
Supplement a l'Anti quite expliquee, torn. iii. p. zao. 

8 * Confule laetatur poft plurimafaecula vlfo 
Pallanteus apex : agnofcunt roftra curules 
Auditas quondam proa-vis : defuetaque cingit 
Regius auratis Fora fafcibus Ulpia liclor. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Honorti, 643. 
Prom the reign of Cams to the fixth corifulfhip of Honorius, there 
was an interval of one hundred and twenty yean, during which the 
emperors were always abfent from Rome on the firft day of Janu- 
ary. See the Chronologie de Tiilemont, torn. iii. iv. and v. 

85 See" Claudian in Conf. Prob. et Olybrii 178, &c. and in iv Conf. 
Honoris 585, &c. ; though in the latter it isnot eafy to feparate the 
ornaments of the emperor from thofe of the conful. Aufonius re- 
ceived, from the liberality of Gratian, a veflis falmata y or robe 
of ftate, in which the figure of the emperor Conftantius was em- 
broidered. 

On 
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QA this folemn occafion they were attended by c 5yrr P# 
the molt eminent officers of the ftate and army, 
in the habit .of fenators; and the ufelefs fafces, 
armed with the once formidable axes, were borne 
before them by the li£tors M . The proceffion. 
moved- from the palace " to, the Forum, or prin- 
cipal fquare of the city; where the confiih. 
afcended their tribunal, and feated themfclves in 
the curule chairs, which were framed after the 
faftrion of ancient times. They immediately ex- 
ercifed an ad of jurifdi&ion, by the manumiflion 
of a ilave, who was brought before them for that 
purpofe; and the ceremony was intended to re- 
prefent the celebrated aftion of the elder Brutus* 
the author of liberty and of the confulfhip,. when 
he admitted among his fellow-citizens the faith- 
ful Vindex, who had revealed the confpiracy of 
the Tarquins 88 . The public feftival waa con- 
tinued during feveral days in all the principal 
cities ; in Rome, from cuftom j in Conftanti* 

* Cernis et armorum proceres legumque potente* : 
Patricios fumunt habitus ; et jnore Gabino 
Difcolor incedit legio , fx>fititque paruraper 
Bellorum (ignis, fequitur vexilla Quirini. 
Li#ori cedunt aquilse, ridetque togatus 
Miles, et in mediis effulget curia caftris. 

Claud, in iv Conf. Honorii, 5* 
■ ■ 'Jlri8afque procul r%d\ixtfecures. - 






In Conf. Prob. 

>7 See Valefius ad Ammian;. Marcellirf. CTBrii. c. 7. 

*• Aufpice mox laeto fonuit claraore tribunal; 
Te faftos ineunte quater j folemnia ludit ' 
Omnia libertas : dedu&um vindicc morcra 
Lex fervat, fajmilufqiie jugo laxatis herili 
Ducitur, et grato remeat fecurior i&u. 

Claudian in W Con£ Honorii, 6x1. 

D 3 # nople, 
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C xvn P " no pk> ^ rom unitation; in Carthage, Antioch, 
and Alexandria, from the love of pleafure and 
the fuperfluity of wealth **. In the two capitals 
of the empire the annual games of the theatre, 
the circus, and the amphitheatre 9 \ coft four 
thoufand pounds of gold, (about) one hundred 
and fixty thoufand pounds fterling : and if fo 
heavy an expence furpaffed the faculties or the in- 
clination of the magiftrates themfelves, the fum 
was fupplied from the Imperial treafury 9 \ 4s 
foon as the confuls had difcharged thefe cuftomary 
duties, they were at liberty to retire into the 
fcade of private life, and to enjoy, during the 
remainder of the year, the undifturbed contem- 
plation of their own greatnefs. They no longer 
prefided in the national councils ; they no longer, 
executed the refolutions of peace or war. Their, 
abilities (unlefs they were employed in more ef- 
fective offices) were of little moment j and their 
names ferved only as. the legal date of the yeas 
in which they had filled the chair of Marius and of 
Cicero. Yet it was ftill felt and acknowledged, 
in the laft period of 'Roman fervitude, that this 
empty name might be compared, an<J even pre- 

*9 Celebrant quidem folemqes iftos dies, omnes ubique urbes qua 
fub legibus agunt ; et Roma de more, et Conftantinopolis deimita- 
tione, et Antiqehia pro luxu, et difcjn&a Carthago, et domus 
flu minis Alexandria, fi$|;Treviri Principis beneficio. Anfonius in 

Grat. Aclione. 

» ■ • 

9° Claudian (in Conf. Mall. Theodori, 479—331.) defbrfbe.8, in 
a lively and fanciful manner, the various games 6f the circus, the 
theatre, and the amphitheatre, exhibited'by the newconful. Th« 
jfanguinary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited, 

9 1 Procopiua/in Hift. Arcana, c. 36. 

ferred ? 
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fared, -to 4 the poffeflion of fubftantial power. CHAP. 
The title of conful was ftill the mod fplendid ob- 
ject of ambition, the nobleft reward of virtue and 
loyalty. The emperors themfelves, who difdained 
the faint fhadow of the republic, were corifcious 
that they acquired an additional fplendour and ma- 
jefty as often as they affumed the annual honours 
of the confular dignity 9 \ * 

The proudeft and moft perfed feparation which The Pa- 
can be found in any age or country, between the 
nobles and the people, is perhaps that of the Pa- 
tricians and the Plebeians, as it was eftablifhed in 
the firft age of the Roman republic. Wealth and 
honours, the offices of the ftate, and the ceremo- 
nies of religion, were almoft exclufively poflefled 
by the former ; who preferving the purity of their 
blood with the moft infulting jealoufy 93 * held 
their clients in a condition of fpecious vaffalage. 
But thefe diftin&ions, fo incompatible with the 
fpirit of a free people, were removed, after a 
long ftruggle, by the perfevering efforts of the 
Tribunes. . The moft aftive and fuccefsful of the 
Plebeians accumulated wealth, afpired to ho- 

9* In Confulatu honos fine labore fufcipitur. (Mamcrtin in 
Panegyr. Vet. xt. %.) This exalted idea of the confulfhip is borrow- 
ed from an Oration (iii. p. 107.) pronounced by Julian in the 
fervile court of Conftantius. See the Abbe de la Bleterie (Memoires 
de TAcademie, torn. xxiv. p. 289.), who^delights to purfue the 
veftiges of the old conflitution, and who fometimes finds them in 
his copious fancy. 

93 Intermarriages between the Patricians and Plebeians were pro- 
hibited by the laws of the XII Tables 5 and the uniform operations 
of human n iture may atteft that the cuftom furvived the law. Sec 
in Livy (iv. 1 — 6.)» the pride of family urged by the conful* and 
the rights of mankind aiTerted by the tribune Canuleius* 

D 4 nours,, 
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C xvn* # nour8, deferved triumphs, contra&ed alliances, 
and, after fome generations, affumed. the pride of 
ancient nobility 94 . The Patrician families^ on 
the other hand, whofe original number was never 
recruited till the end of the commonwealth, either' 
failed iivthe ordinary courfe of nature, or were ex- 
tinguifhed in fo many foreign and domeftic wars,, 
or, through a want of merit or fortune, infeniibly 
mingled with the mafs of the people **. Very few 
remained who could derive their pure and ge- 
nuine origin from the infancy of the city, or even; 
from that of the republic, when Cacfar and Au- 
guftus, Claudius and Vefpafian, created from the! 
body of the fenate a competent number of new 
Patrician families, in the hope of perpetuating 
an order, which was ftill confidered as honour* 
iflble and facred* 6 * But thefe artificial fupplies 

(in 

J4 See the animated pictures drawn by Salluft, in the Jugurthine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous Metellus, 
who was uoabe to brook the idea that the honour of the confulfhip 
Jhould be beftbwed on the obfeure merit of his lieutenant Marius 
(c. 64.)- Two hundred years before, the race of the MetelK 
them (elves were confounded among the Plebeians of Rome; ami 
from the etymology of their name of C*cilitu 9 there is reafott 
to believe- that thofe haughty nobles derived, their origin . from a 
futlcr. 

9* In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not only of the 
old Fatrfcian families, but even of thofe which had been created by 
Caefar a* d Auguftus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. 25.) The family of 
Scaurus (a branch of the Patrician JErailii) was degraded fo low 
that his father, who exercifed the trade of a charcoal merchant, 
left him only ten flaves, and fomewhat lefs than three hundred 
pound- fterling. (Valerius Maximu?, I. iv. c. 4. n. 11., Aurel. 
Victor in Senuro.) The family was faved from oblivion by the 
merit of the fon. 

96 Tacit. Annal. xi. 25. Dion Caflius, 1. iii. p. 693. The vir- 
tues of Agiicola, who was creakd a Patrician by the emperor Ve- 

fpafiap, 
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(in which the reigning houfe was always included) c 5A P# 
were rapidly fwept away by the rage of tyrants, 
by frequent revolutions, by the change of man-* 
ners, and by the intermixture of nations ". Little 
more was left when Conftantine afcended the 
throne, than a vague and imperfeft tradition, that 
die Patricians had once been the firft of the Ro- 
mans. To form a body of nobles, whofe influ- 
ence may reftrain, while it fecures the authority 
of the monarch, would have been very incon- 
fiftent with the charafter and policy of Conftan- 
tine ; but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a de- 
fign, it might have exceeded the meafure of his 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary edid, an inftitu- 
don which muft expeft the fan&ion of time and of 
opinion. He revived, indeed, the title of Pa- 
tricians, but he revived it as a perfonal, not as 
an hereditary * diftinftion. They yielded only to 
the tranfient fuperiority of the annual confulsj 
but they enjoyed the pre-eminence over all the 
great officers of Rate, with the moft familiar ao 
cefs to the perfon of the prince. This honour* 
able rank was beftowed on them for life ; and as 
they were ufually favourites, and minifters who 
had grown old in the Imperial court, the true 

fpafian, reflected honour on that ancient order; but his anceftora 
had not any claim beyond an Equeftrian nobility. 

97 This failure would have been almoft impoflible if it were true, 
as Cafaubdn compels Aurelius Victor to affirm (ad Sueton. in 
Caefar. c. 4&> See Hift. Auguft. p. 203. and Cafaufcoh. Comment* 
p. t£o.)> that Vefpafian created at once a thoufand Patrician fami- 
lies. But this extravagant number is too much even for the whole 
Senatorial order, unlefs we (hould include all the Rom in knights 
who were diltinguifhed by the permiffion of wearing the laticlave. 

etymology 
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CHAP, etymology of the word was perverted by igno- 
x_ - w -'lJ rancc and flattery; and the Patricians of Cori- 
ftantine were reverenced as the adopted Fathers of 
the emperor and the republic 9S . 
ThePrx- . u, The fortunes of the Praetorian praefefiU 
prsfedls. were effentially different from thofe of the confute 
and patricians. The latter faw their ancient great- 
nefs evaporate in a vain title. The former, tifing 
by degrees from the moft humble condition, were 
invefted with the civil and military administra- 
tion of the, Roman world. From the reign of 
Severus to that pf Diocletian, the guards and the 
palace, the laws and the finances, the armies and 
the provinces, were intrufted to their fuperintend- 
ing care ; and, like the Vizirs of the Eaft, they 
held with one hand the feal, and with the 
other the ftandard, of the empire. The ambition 
of the prsefe&s, always formidable, and fome- 
times fatal to the mafters whom they ferved, 

* _ 

was fupported by the ftrength of the Praetoriaa 
bands ; but after thofe haughty troops had been 
weakened by Diocletian, and finally fuppreffed 
by Conftantine, the pradfe&s, who furvived their 
fall, were reduced without difficulty to the fta- 
tion of ufeful and obedient minifters. When they 
were no longer refponfible for the fafety of the ' 
emperor's perfon, they refigned the jurifdiflion 
which they had hitherto claimed and exercifed 
over all the departments of the palace. They 
were deprived by Conftantine of all military com- 
mand, as foon as they had ceafed? to lead into the 

9* ZoGmus, 1. ii. p. nS. $ and Go«fcfroy ad Cod. Theodof. L ▼?. 
tlt.fi. 
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iield, under their immediate orders, the flower of CHAP. 
die Roman troops ; and at length, by a Angular 
revolution, the captains of the guards were tran£» 
formed into the civil magiftrates of the provinces. 
According to the plan of government infUtuted 
by Diocletian, the four princes had each their 
Praetorian praefed ; and, after the monarchy was 
once more united in the perfon of Conftanriae, he 
ftill continued to create the fame number of four 
prefects, and entrufted to their care the fame 
provinces which they already adminiftered. 1. The 
praefed of the Eaft ftretched his ample jurif- 
di&ion into the three parts of the globe which 
were fubjeft to the Romans, from the catara&g 
of the Nile to the banks of the Phafis, and from 
the mountains of Thrace to the frontiers of Per- 
fia. 2. The important provinces of Pannonia, 
Dacia, Macedonia, and Greece, once acknow- 
ledged the authority of the praefed of Illyricum. 
3. The power of the praefeft of Italy was not con- 
fined to the country from whence he derived his 
title ; it extended over the -additional territory of 
Rhaetia as far as the banks of the Danube, over 
the dependent iilands ©f the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of the continent of Africa which 
lies between the confines of Cyrene and thofe of 
Tingitania, 4. The praefeft of the Gauls com- 
prehended under that plural denomination the 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and his 
authority was obeyed from the wall of Antoninus 
%o the foot of Mount Atlas ". 

After 

99 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 109, 110. If we had not fortunately pof- 
fcflcd this fctiefatfory account of the divifion of the power and pro- 
vince* 
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C ha p. ^fter the Prastorian praife&s had been djihufly* 
from all military command, the civil functions; 
which they were ordained to exercife over fir 
many ftihje£fc nations, were adequate to the. am- 
bition and abilities of the molt* confummate mi- 
niftcrs. To their wifdom. was committed the fu- 
preme adminiftration of juftice and of the finances, 
the two obje&s which, in a ftate of peace, com- 
prehend almoft all the refpeftive duties of the 
fovereign and of die people; of the former, td 
protect the citizens who are obedient to the 
laws j of the latter, to contribute the fhare of 
their property which is required for the expences 
©f the ftate. The coin, the highways, the polls, 
the granaries, the manufactures, whatever could 
kitereft the public profperity, was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian praefe&s. As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Imperial ma- 
jefiy, they were empowered to explain, to enforce, 
and on fome occafions to modify, the general 
edifte by their difcretionary proclamations. They 
watched over the conduft: of the provincial' go- 
vernors, removed the negligent, and infli&ed 
punilhments on the guilty. From all the inferior 
jurifdiQions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil or criminal*^ might be 
brought before the tribunal of the praefeft : but 
bis fentence was final and abfolute ; and the em* 
perors themfelves refufed to admit any complaints 
againft the judgment or the integrity of a magi- 

Vincea of the Praetorian prefects, wc fliould frequently have been 
perplexed amidft the copious details of the Code, and the circirm- 
^aatialmmuteoefiof thcNotitia. * 

ftrate 
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ftrate whom they honoured with fuch unbounded C xvn P# 
confidence 100 . His appointments were fuitable u~y-««j 
to his dignity 1Q1 ; and if avarice was his ruling 
-paflion, he enjoyed frequent opportunities of col- 
lecting a rich harveft erf fees, of prefents, and of 
perquifites. Though thd emperors no longer 
dreaded the ambition of their praefefts, they wene 
attentive to counterbalance die power -of this, great 
office by the uncertainty and fhortnefe of its du- 
ration ,0 \ 

From their fuperior importance and dignity, Sj^T* 
Rome and Conftantinople were alone excepted Rome and 
from the jurifdi&ion of the Pratorian praefe&s. noplc? ntN 
' The immenfe fize of the city, and the experience 
of the tardy, ineffectual operation of the laws, had 
fumiflied the policy of Auguftus with a fpecious 
-pretence for introducing a new magiftrate, who 
alone could reftrain a fervile and tuTbulent popu- 

100 Sec a law of Conftantine himfelf. A praefetfis autem pr*- 
*torio provocare, non finimus. Cod. Jaftmian. 1. vii. tit. brii. leg. 

19. Charifius, a lawyer of the time of Conftantine (Heinec. Hift. 
Juris Romani, j>. 349.) , who admits this law as a fundamental 
principle of jurisprudence, compares the Praetorian prefects to the 
in afters of the horfe of the ancient dictators. Pandeft, 1. i. 
tit. xi. 

101 When Juftinian, in the exhaufted condition of the empire, 
lifftituted a Praetorian praefeft for 'Africa, he allowed him a falary 
of one hundred pounds of gold. Cod. Juftinian. 1. 2. tit. xxvii, 
leg. 1. 

101 F or this, and the other dignities of the empire, it may be 
' fufficient to refer to the ample commentaries of Pancirolus and 
Godefroy, who have diligently collected and accurately digefted in 
their proper order all the legal and hiftorical materials. From thofe 
authors, Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the World, vol. ii. p. 24—77.) 
had deduced a very diftinft abridgment of the ftate of the Roman 
empire. 

i lace 
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CriAP. lace by the* ftrong arm of arbitrary power *•*, 
Valerius Meflalla was appointed the firft praefeffc 
of Rome, that his reputation might countenance 
fo invidious a meafure : but* at the end of a few 
days, that accomplifhed citizen* 04 refigned his 
office, declaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
of Brutus, that he found himfelf incapable of ex- 
ercifing a power incompatible with public free- 
dom 10S . As the fenfe of liberty became lefs ex- 
quifite,* the advantages of order were more clearly 
underftood ; and the praefeft, who feemed to have 
been defigned as a terror only to flaves and va- 
grants, was permitted to extend his civil and cri- 
minal jurifdiftion over the equeftrian and noble 
families of Rome. The praetors, annually created 
as the judges of law and equity, could not long 
difpute the pdfleffion of the Forurii with a vigor- * 

">* Tac!t. Annal. vi. it. Eufeb. in Chron. p. 155. Dion 
Caflius, in the oration of Maecenas (1. vii. p. 675.), defcribes the 
prerogatives of the prefect of the city as they were eftabliihed in 
his own time. 

*<* The fame of Meflalla has been fcarcely equal to his merit* 
In the earlieft youth he was recommended by Cicero to the friend- 
ftrip tof Brutus. He followed the ftandard of the republic till it was ' 
broken in the fields of i J hilippi : he then accepted and deferred the 
favour of the moft moderate of the conquerors ; and uniformly 
aflertcd his freedom and dignity in the court of Auguftus. The 
triumph of Meflalla was juftified by the conqueft ofAquitain. As 
an orator, he difputed the palm of eloquence with Cicero him- 
felf. Meflalla cultivated every mufe, and was the patron of every 
man of genius. He fpent his evenings in philofophic converfation 
with Horace; aflumed his place at table between Delia andTU 
bullus ; and amufed his leifure by encouraging the poetical talents 
of young Ovid. 

IQ 5 Incivilem efle poteftatem conteftans, fays the translator of 
Eufebiu?. Tacitus exprefles the fame idea in other words :, quafi 
nefcius exercendi. 

OUS 
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ous and. permanent magiftrate, who was ufually C H A p. 
admitted into the confidence of the prince. Their 
courts were deferted, their number, which had 
once flu&uated between twelve and eighteen 106 , 
was gradually reduced to two or three, and their 
important funftions were confined to the expen- 
five obligation 1C7 of exhibiting games for the 
amufement of the people. After the office of the 
Roman confuls had been changed into a vain 
pageant, which was rarely difplayed in the ca- 
pital, the praefe&s affumed their vacant place in 
the fenate, and were foon acknowledged as the 
ordinary prefidents of that venerable aflembly* 
They received appeals from the diftance of one 
'hundred miles ; and it was allowed as a principle 
of jurifprudence, that all municipal authority was 
derived from them alone ,o8 . In the difcharge of 
his laborious employment, the governor of Rome 
was affi/led by fifteen officers, fome of whom had 
been originally his equals, or even his fuperiors. 
The principal departments were relative to the 
command of a numerous watch eftablifhed as a 

106 See Lipfius, Excurfus D. ad 1 lib. Tacit. Annal. 

"°7 Heineccii Element. Juris Civilis fecund, ordinem Pandect, 
'torn. i. p. 70. See likewifc Spanheim de Ufu Numifmatum, torn. ii«. 
dificrtat. x. p. 119. In the year 4.50, Marcian published a law, 
that three citizens mould be annually created Prsetors of Conftanti- 
nople by the choice of the fenate, but with their own confent. Cod. 
Juftinian. 1. i. tit. xxxix, leg. 2. 

108 Qnidquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P.U. videturper- 
tinere \ fed et liquid intra centefimum milliarium. Ulpian in Pan* 
decl. 1. i. tit. xiii. n. 1. He proceeds to enumerate the various of- 
fices of the prefect, who, in the code of Juftinian (I. i. tit. xxxrx.* 
leg, 3.), is declared to precede and command. all city magistrates, 
foe injuria ac detrimento honoris alienu 

fafeguard 
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fafeguard againft fires, robberies, and no&urnal 
diforders; the cuftody and diftribution of the 
public allowance of corn and provifions; the care, 
of the port, of the aqjiedu&s, of the common 
fewers, and of the navigatipn and bed of the 
Tyber ; the infpe£tion of the markets, .the theatres, 
.and of the private as well as public works. Their 
vigilance enfured the three principal objc&s of 
a regular police, fafety, plenty, and cleanlinefc ; 
and as a proof of the attention of government to 
preferve the fplendour and ornaments of the capi- 
tal, a particular infpe&or was appointed for the 
ftatues ; the guardian, as it were, of that inani- 
mate people, which, according to the extrava- 
gant computation of an old writer, was fcarcely 
inferior in number to, the living inhabitants of 
Rome. About thirty years after the foundation 
of Confiantinople, a iimilar magiftrate was created 
in that rifing metropolis, for the fame ufes, and 
with the fame powers. A perfeft equality was 
eftabliflied between the dignity of the two muni- 
cipal, and that of the four praetorian, praefe£ts ** 9 . 

Thofe who, in the Imperial hierarchy, were 
diftinguifhed by the title of Refpeftable, formed an 
intermediate clafs between the illti/irious praefe&s 
and the honourable magiftrates of the provinces. 
In this clafs the proconfuls of Afia, Achaia, and 
Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, which was yield- 



,0 f Befides our ufual guide *, we may obfcrve, that Felix Can- 
telorius has written a feparate treatife, De Pracfcdo Urbis ; and 
that many curious details concerning the police oF Rome and Con- 
fiantinople are contained in the fourteenth book of the Thcodofian 
Code. 

ed 
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£d to the remembrance of their ancient dignity j C jrwi* 9 
.and the appeal from their tribunal to that of the 
praefefts was almoft the only mark of their de- 
pendence 110 . But the civil government of the 
empire was diftributed into thirteen great dio- 
ceses, each of which equalled the juft meafure of 
a powerful kingdom. The firft of thefe diocefes 
was fubjeft to the jurifdi&ion of the count of the 
eaft ; and we may convey fome idea of the im- 
portance and variety of his funftions, by obferv- 
ing, that fix hundred apparitors, who would be 
ftyled at prefent either fccretaries, or clerks, ox 
ufhers, or meffengers, were employed in his im- 
mediate office "\ The place of Augujtal prof eft 
of Egypt was no longer filled by a Roman knight j 
but the name was retained ; and the extraordi- 
nary powers which the fituation of the country, 
and the temper of the inhabitants, had once made 
indifpenfable, were ftiil continued to the gover- 
nor. The eleven remaining dioGefes, of Afiana, 
Pontica, and Thrace ; of Macedonia, Dacia, and 
Pannonia or Weftern Illyricum; of Italy and 
Africa ; of Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; were go- 
verned by twelve vicars, or vice-prafe£ts 1,a , whofe 

name 

"° Eunapius affirms, that the proconful of Afia was independent 
of the pr«fe<3 ; which muft, however, be underftood with fome 
allowance : the jurifdicrion of the vice-prsefelt he moft afluredly 
difclaimed. Pancirolus, p. 161. 

1,1 The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors ; and 
they all received large falaries, either from the treafury or the pro. 
•vince. §ee jPancirol. p. a6, and Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii. tit. lvt, lvii. 

m In Italy there was likewife the Vicar of Rome. It has been 

much difputed, whether his juiufdidion me afurcd one hundred miles 

Vol. ill. E from 
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C xvn P ' name Efficiently explains the nature and de- 
*—*-**> pendence of their office. It may be added, that 
the lieutenant-generals of the Roman armies, the 
military counts and . dukes, who will be hereafter 
mentioned, were allowed the rank and title of 
Refpeftable. 
The go- As the fpirit of jealoufy and oftentation pre- 

the pro- vailed in the councils of the emperors, they pro- 
▼incei. ceeded with anxious diligence to divide the fub- 
ftance, and to multiply the titles of power. The 
vaft countries which the Roman conquerors had 
united under the fame fimple form of admini- 
ftration, were imperceptibly crumbled into minute 
fragments; till at length the whole empire was 
diftributed into one hundred and fixteen pro- 
vinces, each of which fupported an expenfive and 
fplendid eftablifhment. Of thefe, three were go- 
verned by proconfuls, thirty-feven by confulars, five 
by correctors, and feventy-one by prejidents. The 
appellations of thefe magiftrates were different; 
they ranked in fucceflive order, the enfigns of 
their dignity were . curioufly varied, and their fitu- 
ation, from accidental circumftances, might be 
more or lefs agreeable or advantageous. But 
they were all (excepting only the proconfuls) 
alike included in the clafs of honourable periods ; 
and they were alike entrufted, during the plea- 
fure of die prince, and under the authority of the 
praefefts or their deputies, with the adminiftration 
of juftice and the finances in their refpeSive di- 
ftri£s. The ponderous volumes of the Codes and 

from the city, or whether it ftretched over the ten fouthern pro- 
vinces of Italy. 

Pande&s 
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Pande&s "' would furniih ample materials for a C JSA P * 
minute enquiry into the fyftem of provincial go- 
vernment, as in the fpace of fix cebturies it was. 
improved by the wifdom of the Roman ftatefmen 
and lawyers. It may be fuffictent for the hifto- 
rian to fele£t two lingular and falutary provifions 
intended to reftrain the abufe of authority, i. For 
the prefervation of peace and order,- the governors 
of the provinces were armed with the fword of' 
juftice. They infli&ed corporal punifhments, and 
they exercifed, in capital offences, the power of 
life and death. But they were not authorifed to 
indulge the condemned criminal with the choice 
of his own execution, or to pronounce a fentence 
of the mildeft and mod honourable kind of exile* 
Thefe prerogatives were referved to the praefe&s, 
who alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds, of gold : their vicegerents were confined 
to the trifling weight of a few ounces "\ This 
diftindion, which feems to grant the larger, 
while it denies the fmaller degree of authority, 
was founded on a very rational motive. The 
fmaller degree was infinitely more liable to abufe. 
The paflions of a provincial magiftrate might fre- 
quently provoke him into ads of oppreffion, 

" s Among the works of the celebrated Ulpian, there was one in 
ten books, concerning the office of a proconful, whofe duties in 
the moft effential articles were the fame as thofe of an ordinary 
governor of a province. 

"+ The prefidents, or confulars, could impofe only two ounces; 
the rice -prefects, three j the proconfuls, count of the eaft* and 
praefedt of JEgypt, fix. See Heineccii Jur. Civil, torn. i. p. 75. 
Pandedt. 1. xlviii. tit. xix. n. 8. Cod. Juftinian, 1» i. tit. liv. 
leg. 4. tf . 

£ 2 which 
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C xvn F# w ^ c ^ *flfefl«d only the freedom or the fortunes of 
the fubjeft ; though, from a principle of prudence, 
/perhaps of humanity, he might ftill be terrified* 
•by the guilt of innocent blood. It may likewife 
be confidewsd, that exile, confiderable fines, or 
the choice of an eafy death, relate more particu- 
larly to the rich and the noble ; and the perfons 
the moft expofed to the avarice or refentment of 
a provincial magiftrate, were thus removed from 
his obfcure perfecution to the more auguft and 
impartial tribunal of the Praetorian praefed. 2- As 
it was reafonably apprehended that the inte- 
grity of the judge might be biaffed, if his intereft 
was concerned, or' his affe&ions were engaged ; 
the ftri&eft regulations were eftablifhed to ex- 
clude any perfon, without the fpecial difpenfk- 
.tion of the emperor, from the government of the 
province where he was born " 5 ; and to prohibit 
the governor or his ion from contracting mar- 
riage with a native or an inhabitant " 6 ; or from 
purchafing flaves > lands, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdidtion " 7 . Notwithftanding 

"' Ut nulli patriae fuse adminiftratio fine fpecial i principis per- 
mifiu permittatur. Cod. Juftinian. 1. i. tit. xli. This law was firft 
enacted by the emperor Marcus, after the rebellion of Caflius (Dion. 
1. lxxi.) The fame regulation is obferved in China, with equal 
ftridnefs, and with equal effecT:. 

" 6 FandecV 1. xxiii. tit. ii. n. 38. 57-63. 

117 In jure continetur , ne quis in adminiftratione conftitutns ali- 
quid compararet. Cod, Theod. 1. viii. tit. xv. leg. 1. This maxim 
of common law was enforced by a feries of edi&s (fee the remain* 
der of the title) from Conftantine to Juftin. From this prohibi- 
tion, which is extended to the meanelt offices of the governor, 
they except only clothes and provifions. The purchafe within five 
years may be recovered ; after which, on information, it devolves 
to the treafury. 

thefe 
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thefc rigorous precautions, the emperor Conftan- C JIA P * 
tine, after a reign of twenty-five years, ftill de- 
plores the venal and dppreffiye adminiftration of 
jnftice, and expreffes the warmeft indignation that 
the audience of the judge, his difpatch of bufi- 
nefs, his feafonable delays, and his final fentence, 
were publicly fold,' either by himfelf or by the 
officers of his court. The continuance, and per- 
haps the impunity, of thefe crimes, is attefted by 
the repetition v of impotent laws, and ineffe&ual 
menaces "*• 

AH the civil magiftrates were drawn . from the Tht r 
profeflion of the law. The celebrated Ihftitutes th^Sr. 
of Juftinian are addreffed to the youth of his do- 
minions, who had devoted themfelves to the 
ftudy of Roman jurifprudence ; and the fovereign 
condefcends to animate their diligence, by the 
aifurance that their {kill and ability would in tinje 
be rewarded by an adequate (hare in the govern- 
ment of the republic " a . The rudiments of this 
lucrative fcience were taught in all the confider- 
able cities of the eaft and weft ; but the moft fa- 
mous fchool was that of Berytus lp, °, on the coaft 

of 

us CefTent rapaces jam nunc officialium mahus; ceflent,inquam; 
n*m fi moniti non cefTaverint, gladtfs praeefdentur, &c. Cod. 
Theod- 1. i. tit. vii. leg. 1. Zeno enacted, that alf governors mould 
remain in the province, to anfwer any accufations, fifty days after 
the expiration of their power. Cod. Juftinian. 1. ii. tit. xlix. teg. 1. 

«fc gumma igitur ope, et alacri ftudio has leges noftras accipitc ; 
et vofmetipfos fie eruditos oftendite, ut fprs vos pulcherrima fo- 
veat; toto legitimo opere perfeclo, poflTe etfam noftram rempubli- 
cam in partibus ejus vobis credendis gubernari. Juftinian. in proem. 
Iuftitutionum. 

»• The fplendor of the fchool of Berytus, which preferved in the 
eaft the language and jurifprudence of the Romans, may be com- 

£ 3 puted 




<i < % THE DECLINE ANfr) FALL 

CHAP, of Phccnicia; which fldurifhed above three cen- 
turies from the time of • Alexander Severus, the 
author perhaps of an inftitution fo advantageous 
ta his native country. After a regular courfe of 
4* education, which lafted five yeats, the ftudents 
difperfed themfelves through the provinces, in 
fearch of fortune and honours 5 - nor could they 
want an inexhauftible fupply of bufmefs in a great 
empire, already corrupted by the* multiplicity of 
Jaws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the 
Praetorian pra^Ffeft of the eaft could alone furijifh 
.-./ emplojtofcnt for. one hundred and fifty advocates, 
fixty-four of whpm were diftinguifhed by peculiar 
privileges, arid two were annually chofen with a 
Salary of fixty jiounds of gold, to defend the 
caufes of the treafury. The firft experiment was 
made of their judicial talents, .by appointing them 
ta aft tfccafionally as affeffors to the magiftrates ; 
. f V from thence they were often raifed to prefide in 
r the tribunals before ,yhich they had pleaded. 
They obtained the government of a province; 
and, by the aid of merit, of deputation, or of fa- 
vour, they amended, by fucceflive fteps, to the 
illujlrious dignities 4 of the ftate 1 ". In the pra&ice 

• puted to have lafttd frotn the third to the middle of the fixth cen- 
tnry'. Heinecc. Jur. Rom* Hi ft. p. 351 — 356. 

*** As in a former period I have traced the civil and military pro, 
motion of Pertinax, 1 (hall here infert the civil honours of Malliuf 
Theodorus. 1. He wa$ ffiftinguifhed by his eloquence, while he 
pleaded as an advocatein the qpurt of the Praetorian praefe6h a. He 
governed one of the provinces of Africa, either as prefident or con- 
fular, and deferved, by his adminiftration, the honour of a braft 
ftatutf. 3. He was appointed vicar, or vice- prefect of Macedonia. 
j. C^uajftor. $ . Count of the fccred largcffes. 6. Praetorian prsfecl 
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. % *• >* 
of the bar, thefe men had confxdered reafon assF HA * 

the inftrument of difpute; they interpreted the 
laws according to the didates of private intereft ; 
and the fame pernicious habits might Hill adhere 
to their chara&ers in the public adminiftration of ' , 
die ftate. The honour of a liberal profeffion has 
indeed been vindicated by ancient and modern ad- * 

vocates, who have filled the moil important fta- 
dons, with pure integrity^ and confummate wit 
dom : but in the decline of Roman jurifprudence, 
the ordinary promotion of lawyers was pregnant ' 
with mifchief and difgrace. The noble art, which 
had once been preferved as the facred inheritance 
of the patricians, was fallen into the hands of 
freedmen and plebeians"*, who, with cunning 
rather than with flail, exercifed a fordid and per- 
nicious trade* Some of them procured admit- 
tance into families for the purpofe of fomenting 
differences, of encouraging fuits, , and of prepar- 
ing a harveft erf* gain for- themfelves or their bre-* 

of the Gauls 5 whilft he might yet be reprefented as a ydung man. 
7. After a retreat, perhaps a difgrace of many years, which Mal- 
liu8 (confounded by fome critics with the poet Manilius, fee Fa- 
bricius Bibliothec. Latin. Edit. Erneft. torn J. c. 18. p. 501.) em- 
ployed in the ftudy of the Grecian philofophy, he was named Prae- 
torian praefect of Italy, in the year 397. 8. White he itill exercifed 
that great office, he was created, in the year 399, conful for the 
Weft ; and his name, on account of the infamy of his colleague, 
the eunuch Eutropius, often ftands alone, in the Fafti. 9. In the 
year 408, Mallius was appointed a fecond time Praetorian praefeel of 
Italy. Even in the venal panegyric of Ctaudian, we may difcover 
the merit of MaMius Thecxlorus, who, by a, rare felicity, was the. 
intimate friend both of •Symmachus and of St. Auguftin. See 
Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. j i io— »i j 14. 

**» Mamertinus in Panegyr. vet. xi, to. Aufterius apud Pho- 
tfum, p. 15PQ. 

. E 4 " * ' . thren. 
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C Q£*- thrcn. Others, reclufe in their chambers, main- 



tained the dignity of legal profeffors, by furnifli- 
ing a rich client with fubtleties to c6nfound the 
plaineft truth, and with arguments to colour the 
mbft unjuftifiable pretenlions. The fplendid and 
popular clafs was compofed of the advocates, 
who filled the iForum with the found of their tur- 
* gid and loquacious rhetoric. Carelefs of feme 
and of juftice, they are* defcribed, for the moft 
' part, as ignorant and rapacious guides, who con- 
duced their clients through a maze of expence, of 
- delay, arid of difappointmerit ; from whence, 
rafter a tedious feries of years* they were at length 
difmifled, when their patience and fortune were 

almoft exhaufted "\ 

_ * 

2 hC "ffil" ^' ^ n *^ e fy^ em °^ p°Mcy introduced by Au- 
cers. -' guftus, the governors, thofe at lead of the impe- 
rial provinces, were inverted with the full powers 
of the fovereign himfelf. Minifters of peace and 
' - tviar, tjie diftribution of rewards and punifliments 
depended on them alone, and thfey fucceflively 
• appeared on their tribunal in the robes of civil 
magiftracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions "\ The influence of the 

**3 Tbe curious paffege of Ammianus (1. xxx. c. 4.)* ? n which 
he paints the manners of contemporary lawyers, affords a ftrange 
mixture of found fenfe, falfe rhetoric, and extravagant fatire. 
Godefroy (Prolegom. ad Cod. Theod. c. i, p. 1*5.) fupporta the 
i hiftorian by fim'.lar complaints, and authentic fadrs. In the fourth 
century, many camels might have been laden with law-books, 
Eunapius in Vet. Edefii, p. 71. 

"4 See a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, particu- 
larly c. »oj «k The lieutenant of Britain was entrufted with the 
fame powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilicia, had exercifed ia 
the name of the fenate and people. 

revenue* 
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revenue, the authority of law, and the command chap. 
of a military force, concurred to render their 
power fupreme and abfolute ; and whenever they 
were tempted to violate their allegiance, the loyal 
province which they involved in their rebellion, 
was fcarcely fenfible of any change in its political 
ftate. From the time of Commodus to the reign 
pf Conftantine, near one hundred governors 
might be enumerated, who, with various fuccefs, 
ere&ed the ftandard of revolt; and though the . 
innocent were too often faerificed, the guilty 
might be fometimes prevented, by the fufpicious 
- cruelty of their mailer " 5 . To fecure his throne 
and the public tranquillity from thefe formidable 
fervants; Conftantine refolved ta divide the mili-\ 
tary from the civil adminiftration ; and to efta- 
blifti, as a permanent and profeffional diftin&ion, - 
a pra&ice which had been adopted only as an oc- 
casional expedient. The fupreme jurifdi&ion ex- 
ercifed by the Praetorian pratfe&s over the armies 
of the empire, was transferred to the two majiers 
general whom he inftituted, the one for the cavalry, 
the other for the infantry ; and though each of 
thefe illU/irious officers was more peculiarly refpon- 
fible for the discipline of thofe troops which were 
under his immediate infpe&ion, they both indif- 
ferently commanded in the field the feveral bodies, 
whether of horfe or foot, which were united in the 

*** The Abbe* Dubos, who has examined with accuracy ffee 
Hift. de la Monarchic Frangoifc, torn. i. p. 41—100. edit. 174a.) 
the inftitutions of Anguftus and of Conftantine, obferves, that if 
Otho had been put to death the day before he executed his confpi- 
racy, Otho would now appear in hiftory as innocent as Corbulo. 

fame 
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chap, fame army "\ Their number was foon doubled 
by the divifion of the eaft and weft ; and as fepa- 
rate generals of the fame rank and title were ap- 
. pointed on the four important frontiers of. the 
Rhine, of the Upper and the Lower Danube, and 
of the Euphrates, the defence of the Roman em- 
pire w$s at length committed -to eight matters ge« 
neral of the cavalry and infantry. Under their 
orders, tliirty-five military commanders were fta- 
. tioned in the provinces : three in Britain, fix in 
Gaul, one in Spain, one in Italy, five on the 
Upper, and four on the Lower Danube ; in Afia 
eight, three in Egypt, and four in Africa. The 
titles of counts i and dukes " 7 , by which they were 
properly diftinguifhed, have obtained in modern 
languages fo very different a fenfe,that the ufe 
of them may occafion fome furprife. But, it 
fhould be recolleded, that the fecond of thofe ap- 
pellations is only a corruption of the Latin word, 
which was indiscriminately applied t to any mili- 
tary chief. All thefe provincial generals were 
therefore dukes; hut no more than ten among 
them* were dignified with the rank of counts or 
companions, a title of honour, or rather of fa- 
vour, which had been recently invented in th& 

« 

*** Zofimus, 1. ii. p. no. Before the end of the reign of Con* 
ftantius, the magiftri militum were already increafed to four. See 
Valefius ad Ammian. 1. xvi. c. 7. 

"7 Though the military counts and dukes are frequently men* 
tioned, both in hiftory and the codes, we muft have recqurfe to 
the Notitia for the exa& knowledge of their number and ftatiom. 
For the inftitution, rank, privileges, &c. of the counts in general, 
fee Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xiir-x?* with the Commentary of 
Godefroy. 

q court 
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coutt of Conftantine. A gold belt was the 6n- CHAP, 
fign which diftinguiflied the office of the counts' u 
and dukes j and befides their . pay, they received ^ 
a liberal allowance fufficient to maintain one . 
hundred and ninety fervants, and one hufi--" 
dred and fifty-eight horfes. They were ftri&Iy 
prohibited from interfering in any matter which 
related to the adminiftration of juftice or the re- 
venue; but the command which they exercifed 
over the troops of their department, was inde- 
pendent of the authority of the magistrates. 
About the feme time that Conftantine gave a legal 
fan&ion to the eoclefiaftical order, he inftituted in 
the Roman empire the nice balance of the civil 
and the military powers. The emulation, and 
fometimes the* difcord, which reigned between 
two profefiions of oppofite interefts and incom- 
patible manners, was productive of beneficial and 
of pernicious confequences. It was feldom to be* 
expe&ed'that the general and ,the civil governor 
of a province fhould either confpire for the difr* 
tufbance, or fhould unite for the fervice of liieic 
country. While the one delayed to offer the., a£ 
fiftance which the other difdained to folicit^the* ' * 
troops very frequently remained without orders 
or 'without fupplies; the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defencelefs fubje&s were left exrcT 1 . ' 
pofed to the fury of the Barbarians. The divided * - 
adminiftration, which had been formed t>y Con- 
ftantine, relaxed the vigour of the ftate, while it 
fecured the tranquillity of the monarch.* * 

The memory of Conftantine has been deferved- piftinc- 
Jy cenfured for another innovation which cor^ ' S^f* 6 

rupted 
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c ** A ? . runted military difcipline, and prepared the ruin 
of the empire. The nineteen years which pre- 

^ ceded his- final vidory over Licinius, had been a 
period of licenfe and inteftine war. 'The rivals 
•who contended for the pofleffion of the Roman 
wotld, had withdrawn the greateft part of their 
forces from the guard of the general frontier; 
and the principal cities which formed the boun- 
dary of their refpe&ive dominiohs were filled with 
foldiers, who confidered their countrymen as their 
moll implacable enemies. After the ufe of thefe 
internal garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, 
the conqueror wanted either wifidom or firmnefs 
to revive the fevere difcipline of Diocletian, and 
to fupprefs a fatal indulgence, which habit had 
endeared and almofl confirmed to the military or- 
der. From the reign of Conftantine a popular 
and even legal diftindion was admitted between 
the Palatines™* and the Borderers ; the troops of 
the court as they were improperly ftiled,- and tha 
.troops of the frontier. The former, elevated by 
the fuperiority of their pay and privileges, were 
permitted, except in the extraordinary emergen* 
. "ties * of war, to occupy their tranquil ftations in 
the heart of the provinces. The moft flourifhing 
cities were oppreffed by the intolerable weight of 

% m - 9 quarters. The foldiers infenfibly forgot the vir- 
•'tues of their profeffion, and contra&ed only the 

** Zolimus, 1. ii. p. in. The diftindipn between the two 
clafles of Roman troops is very darkly exprefled in the hiftorians, 
the la wis, and the Notitia. Confult, however, the copious para- 
title n or a|>ftrac"t, which Godefroy has drawn up of the feventh 
book, de Re Militari. of the Theqdofian Code, 1. vii. tit. i. leg. 18. 
L. viii. tit. i. leg. 10. 

vices, 
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vices of civil life. They were either degraded by c J? v ^ p# 
the induftry of mechanic trades^ or enervated by 
the luxury of baths and theatres. They fbon be- 
came carelefs of their martial exercifes, curious 
in their diet and apparel ; and while they infpired 
terror to the fubje&s of the empire, they tremGled 
at the hoftile approach of the Barbarians " 9 . The 
chain of fortifications which Diocletian and his 
colleagues had extended along the banks of the 
great rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
fame care, or defended with the fame vigilance. 
The numbers which ftill remained . ifcder the 
name of the troops of # the frontier, might be fuf- 
ficient for the ordinary defence. But their fpirit 
was degraded by the humiliating refle&ion, that 
they who were expofed to the hardfhips and dan- 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded, only 
with about two-thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were lavifhed on the troops of the court. 
Even the bands or legions that were raifed the 
neareft to the level of thofe unworthy favourites, 
were in fome meafure difgraced by the title of 
honour which they were allowed to affume. It 
was in vain that Conftantine repeated ^he moll 
dreadful menaces of fire and fword againft the 
Borderers who fhould dare to defert their colours, 
to connive at the inroads of the Barbarians, or to 

"9 Fcrox erat in fuos miles et rapax, ignavus venr in hoftes et 
fradhis. Ammian. 1. xxii. c. 4« He obferVes that they loved downy 
beds and houfes of marble ; and that their cups were heavier than 
their (words. 

participate 
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CHAP, participate in the fpoiP 30 . The mifchiefs which 
Or-y-^ } flow from injudicious counfels are feldom removed 
by the application of partial feverities : and though,, 
fucceeding princes laboured to reftore the ftrength 
and numbers of the frontier ganifons, the empire, 
till the laft moment of its diffolution, continued 
to languifh under the mortal wound which had 
been fo'rafhly or fo weakly inflifted by the hand of 
Conftantine. 
Redu&ion The fapie timid policy>. of dividing whatever is 
lemons. united, <3f reducing whatever is eminent, of dread- 
ing every active power, and of expe&ing that the 
jnoft feeble will prove the moft obedient, feems 
to pervade the inftitutions of feveral princes, and 
particularly thofe of Conftantine. The martial 
pride of the . legions, whofe vi&orious camps had 
• fo often been the fcene of rebellion, was nou- 
rifhed by the memory of their paft exploits, and 
the . confcioufnefs of their aftual ftrength. As 
long as they maintained their \ ancient eftablifli- 
u ^jient of fix thoufand men, they Aibfifted, imder * 
• '* . ' --** &e- reign of Diocletian, each of them fingly, a # . 
... \V viftble. and important objeft in the military hif- 
tory of the Rortian empire. A few years after- 
wards, thefe gigantic bodies were fhrunk to a 
. ■ yecy diminutive fize ;' and when /even legions, 
\5pih fome auxiliaries, defended the city of Amida 
againft the Perfians, the total garrifon, with the 

s 

"Jo Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tif . i. leg. i. tit. xii. leg. t. See Howell's 
Hift\- of the Worjd, vol. ii. p. 19, That kerned hiftorian, who is 
not fufficicntly known, labours to juitify the character and policy 
« .. -of Conftantine. 

inha- 
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inhabitants of both fexes, and the peafants of the c *? * *• 
deferted country, did not exceed the number of 
twenty thoufand perfons u \ From this faft, and 
from fimilar examples, there is reafon to believe, 
that the conftitution of the legionary troops, to 
which they partly owed their valour and difci- 
pHne, was diffolved by Conftantine ; and that the 
bands of Roman infantry, which (till attained the 
fame names and the fame honours, confifted only 
of one thoufand or fifteen hundred men ,3 \ The 
confjaracy of fq many feparate detachments, each 
of which was awed by the fenfe of its own weak- 
nefe, could eafily be checked ; and the fucceffors 
of Conftantine might indulge their love of often- 
tation, by iffuing their orders to one hundred and 
thirty-two legions, infcribed on the mufter-roU 
of their numerous armies. The remainder of 
their troops was diftributed into feveral hundred 
cohorts of infantry, and fquadrons of cavalry. 
Their arms, and titles, and enfigns, were calcu^ 
lafed to infpire terror, and to difplay the variety 
of nations who marched under the imperial ftan- 
dard. And not a veftige wa$ left of that fevere 
fimplicity, which, in the ages of freedom and 
vi&ory, had diftinguifhed the line of battle of a 
Roman army from the confufed hoft o£an Afiatic 
monarch l33 . A more particular • enumeration, 

drawn 

■z* Ammian. 1. xix. c. 2. He obferves (c. 5.). that the defperate 
failles of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water thrown 
on a great conflagration. 

>** Pancirolus ad No ti tiara, p. 96. Me moires de TAcademie 
des Infcriptions, torn. xrv. p.* 491. 

»h Romana acics unius prope fornix erat et hominum et armorum 
geaere.— Regia acies varia magis multis geatibus diflimilitudine 

armorum 



ef'kvits. 
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C xvn P " ^ raw ^ ^ rom ^ e Notitia, might exercife the dili- 
gence of an antiquary j but the hiftorian will con- 
tent himfelf with obferving, that the number of 
permanent ftations or garrifons eftabliihed on the 
frontiers of th$ empire, amounted to five hundred 
and eighty ^hree; and .that, under the fucceflbrs 
of Copftantine, the complete force of the military 
eftablifliment * was computed at fix hundred and 
forty-five thoufand foldiers ,34 . An effort fo pro- 
digious furpaffed the wants of a. more ancient, and 
the faculties of a later, period. 

4 Difficulty In the various ft^tes of fociety, armies are re- 
cruited from very- different motives. Barbarians 
are urged by the love of war ; the citizens of a 
free republic may be prompted by.: a principle of 
duty ; the fubjefts, or at leaft the nobles of a mo- 
narchy, are . animated by a fentiment of honour ; 
but the timid and luxurious inhabitants of a de- 
clining empire muft be allured into. the fervice 
by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread 
of punifhment. The refources of the Roman trea- 
fury were exhaufted by the increafe of pay, by- 
the repetition of donatives, and by the invention 
of new emolumerjts and indulgences, which, in 
*T the opinion of the provincial youth, might com- 
pensate the hardfliips and dangers of a, military 
life. Yet, although the ftature was lower- 

armorum au?gliorumque erat. T. Liv. 1. xxxvii. c. 39, 40. 

Flaminius, even .before the event, had compared the army of An- 
, tiochus to a fupper, in which the fiefti of one vi4e animal was di- 
' verified by the fkill of the cooks. See the life of Flaminius in 

Plutarch. 
"4 Agathias, 1. v. p. 157. edit. Louvre. 

5 «*, 
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eii I3 % although flaves, at leaft by a tacit connivance, c 5 * p * 
were indifcriminately received into the ranks, the 
infurmountable difficulty of procuring a regular 
and adequate filpply of volunteers, obliged the 
emperors to adopt more effectual and coercive 
methods* The lands bellowed on the veterans, 
as the free reward of their valour, were hence- 
forward granted under a condition, which con- 
tains the firft rudiments of the feudal tenures ; 
that their fons, who fucceeded to the inheritance* 
fliould devote themfelves to the profeffion of 
arms, as foon as they attained the age "of Ynan* 
hood ; and their cowardly ref ufal was punifhed by 
the lofs of honour, of fortune, or even of life ,3 V 
But as the annual growth of the fons of the vete-t 
rans bore a very fmall proportion to ther*tiemands 
6f the fervice, levies of men were frequently re- 
quired from the provinces, and every proprietor ' 
was obliged either to take up arms, or to procure 
a fubftitute, or to purchafe his exemption by the 
payment of a heavy fine. The fum of forty-two 
pieces of gold, to which it was reduced^ afcertains 
the exorbitant price of volunteers, and the reluc- 



ts Valenttnian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 3.) fixes the 
ftandard at five, feet feven inches, about five feet four inches and a 
half Englifti raeafure. It had formerly been five feet ten inches* 
and in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc erat amplior mul- 
titude*, & plures fequebaotur militiam armatam. Vegetrus de Re 
Militari, 1. i. c. 5. 

vfi See the two titles* De Veteranis, and De Filiis Veteranorum, 
in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code. The age at which " 
t|i«ir military fervice was required, varied from twenty-five to fix- 
teen. • If the fons of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they had 
a. right to.ferve in the cavalry \ two horfcs gave thejn fome valuable 
privileges. 

Vol. BJ. F tance 



V v 



66, * 

CHAP. 
XVII. 



Bncreafe 
of Barba- 
rian auxi« 
liaries< 



H 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tance With which the government admitted of this 
alternative ,,7 « Such was the horror for the pro- 
feffion of a fbldier* which had affe&ed the minds 
of the degenerate Romans, that many of the 
youth of Italy, and die provinces, .qhofe to cut 
<>ffthe fingers of their right hand to efcape from 
being preflecUnto the fervice j and this ftrange ex- 
pedient was fo commonly pra&ifed, as to deferve 
the fevere* animadverfion of the laws u8 , and a pe- 
culiar name in the Latin language '". 

The iptrodu&ion of Barbarians into the Roman 
armies' bfecame every day more univerfal, more 
neceffary, and more fatal. The moft daring of 
tjie Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 

who delighted in war, and who found it more 
''••"! 

**7 Cod* Theod. !. T»i. tit. xiii. leg. 7. According to the hiftorian 

S'ocrates (See Godefroy ad loc.), the fame emperor Valens fome- 

*$mes required eighty pieces of gold for a recruit In the following 

law it is faintly exprefted, that flaves (hall not be admitted inter 

optimas lectiflimorum militum turmas. 

ij« The perfon and property of a Roman knight, who had muti- 
lated his two font, were fold at public auction by order of An-. 
guftus. (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 17.) The moderation of that art- 
ful ufurper proves, that this example of feverity was justified by 
the fpirit of the times. Ammtanus makes a diftinction between the 
effeminate Italians and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. 12.) Yet only 
' fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addrefled to the prac- 
, feet of Gaul, is obliged to enact that thefe cowardly defcrters fhaU 
1 be burnt alive. (Cod. Theod. 1. yii. tit xiii. leg. 5.) Their numbers 
In Illyricum were fo confiderable, that the province complained of 
a- fcarcity of recruits. (Id. leg. zo.) 

'& They were called Mures. Murcidus is found in Plautus and 
Feftus, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon, who, according to 
vArnobius and Auguftin, was under the immediate protection of 
the goddefs Murcim. From this particular inftance of cowardice, 
•murcare is ufed as fynonimous to mutMare, by the writers of the 
middle Latinity. See Lindcnbrogius, and Valefius ad Aauniaiu 
Marcellin. I. xv. c 1%, 

, profitably 
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profitable to defend than to ravage the provides, '^xvn P * 
Were enrolled, not only in the ausriliaries of their 
refpe&ive nations, but in the legions themfelves, 
and among the mod diftinguifhed of the Palatine 
troops. As they freely mingled with the fub- 
je&s of the empire, they gradually learned to 
defpife their manners, and to imitate their arts. 
They abjured the implicit reverence which the 
pride of Rome had exa&ed from their ignorance* 
while they acquired the knowledge and poffeffion 
bf thofe advantages by which alone flie fupport-% 
ed her declining greatnefs* The Barbarian fol* 
diers, who difplayed any military talents, were 
advanced, without exception, to the moll im- 
portant commands; and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts arid dukes, and of the gene- 
rals themfehres, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condescended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted with the conduct of a war 
againft their countrymen; and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to thofe of 
blood, they did not always avoid the guilt, or at; 
kafl: the fufpicion, of holding a treasonable cor* 
refpondence with the enemy, of inviting his in* 
vafion, or of fparing his retreat. The camps, 
and the palace of the fon of Conftantine, ^ere 
governed by the powerful fadtion of the Frank*, 
ytho preferved the ftrifteft connexion with each 
other, and with their country, and who refented 
every perfonal affront as a national indignity 



«4o , 



140 Malarichus— -adhibitis Francis quorum ca tcmpeftate in pa* 
latio multitudo florebat, ere&ius jam loqucbatyr tumultuabaturquc^ 
Ammiaa. 1. xv. c. 5. 
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*HAfc Whexl the tyrant Caligula was fufpe&ed. of an irj? 

u^v-*-** tenffon to inveft a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confillar robes, the facrilegious profana- 
tion would have fcarcely excited lefs aftonifli- 
ment, if, inftead of a horfe, the riobleft chieftain 
of Germany or Britain had been the objeQ: of his 
choice. The revolution of three centuries had 
produced fo remarkable a change in the preju* 
dices of the peopl^" that, with the public appro- 
bation, C&nftantine fhewed his fucceffors the ex- 
ample of beftowing the honours of the confulfhip 
pn the barbarians, who, by their merit and- fer- 
yiceS, had deferved to be ranked among the firft 
of the Romans ,4 \ But as thefe hardy veterans, 
tfho had been educated in the . ignorance or con- 
tempt of the laws, were incapable of exercifing 
jtny civil offices, the powers of the human mind 
were contrafted by the irreconcileable feparation 
of talents as well as of profeflions. The accom- 
plished citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
. lies, whofe charafters could adapt themfelves to 
the bar, the fenate, the camp, or the fchools, 
nad learned to write, to fpeak, and to aft with the 
fame fpirit, and with equal abilities. 

Seven tm- IV, Befides the magiftrates and generals, who 

tbcpaiace. at a diftance from the court diffufed their dele- 

' i4' Barbaras omnium primus, ad ufque fafces auxerat et trabeas 
ponfulares. Ammian. 1. xx. c. 10. Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 
1. iv. c. 7.) and Aurelius Victor feem to confirm the truth of this 
aifettion ; yet in the thirty two confular Fafti of the reign of Con- 
ft^ntine, I cannot xlifcover the name of a fingle Barbarian . I ftiouid 
therefore interpret the liberality of that prince, as relative to the 

ornaments, rather than to the office, of the confulihip. 

1 

« r » 
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gated authority over the provinces and armies, C S£J*' 

the emperor conferred the rank of Illujirious on u-y^J 

feven of his more immediate fervants, to whofe 

fidelity he entrufted his fafety, or his counfels, or 

his treafures. i. The private apartments of the 

palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, 

in the langttage of that age, was ftyled the prapo- Thecham* 

Jtt us or praefe& of the, facred bed-chamber. His l*rlain. 
duty was fo attend the emperor in his hours of 
ftate, or in thofe of amufement, and to perform 
about his perfon all thofe menial feryices, which 
can only derive their fplendor. from ihe influence 
of royalty. Under a prince who deferred to 
reign, the great chamberlain (for fuch we may 
call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic -, but 
an artful domeftic, who improves every occafioa 
of unguarded confidence, will inienfibly acquire 
over a feeble mind that afcendant which harfh *. 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can felcWm ob«^ 
tain. The degenerate grandfons of Theodofius/* . 
who were invifible to their fubje&s, and coiffl 
tempdble to their enemies, exalted the praefeoff 
of their bed-chamber above the heads of all the 
minifters of thef palace 14 * j . and even his'* deputy, 
the firft of the fplendid train of flaves who waited 
in the prefence, was thought worthy to rank be- 
fore the refpe&abk proconfuls of Greece or Afia. 

* The juitfdiftjon of the chamberlain was acknow- 
ledged by the counts y or ftiperintendants, who re* 
gulated the two important provinces, of the mag- 
pifiqence of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of the 

« 

. «f» Cod. Theod.1. vi.4it. S. 
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CHAP. Imperial table 143 . 3. The principal adnuniftra.- 
1^-0 tion of public affairs was committed to the diliw 
j? C f*k f " E* 11 ^ ^d abilities of the majter of the offices 1 *** 
offices. He was the fupreme magiftrate of the palace, in* 
fpe&ed the difcipline of the civil and military 
fchools, and received appeals from all parts of the 
T empire ; in the caufes which related to that nu- 
merous army of privileged perfons, who, as the 
fervants of the court, had obtained, . for them- 
felves and families, a right to decline the autho- 
rity of the ordinary judges- The correfpondence 
between the prince and his fubje&s was managed 
t>y the four fcrinia^ or offices of this miniftef of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated to memorials, 
the fecond to epifUes, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth to papers and orders of a miscellaneous 
kind. Each of thefe was direded by an inferior 
tnq/ter of refpe&able dignity, and the whole bufiu- 
' :.. '• nefs wjg dilpatched by arj. hundred sftid forty-eight 
Secretaries, chofen for th§ moft part from the 
profeffion of the law, on account of the variety 
yjf abftra&s of reports and references which fre* 

hi By a very fingular metaphor, borrowed from the military 
character of the 6rft emperors, the fteward of their houfehold waa 
ftyled the count of their camp (comes caftrenGs). Camodorins very 
ferioufly reprefents to him, that his own fame, and that of the em- 
pire, mult depend on the opinion which foreign ambafladors may 
conceive of the plenty and magnificence of the royal tabic. (Variar, 
l.Vi. epiftol. 9.) 

*44 Gutherius (de Officiis Domus Augufts, 1. ii. c. ao. I. lii.) 
has very accurately explained the functions of the matter of th* 
ofpces, and the conftitution of his fubordinate / W««. But he 
vainly attempts, on the moft doubtful authority, to deduce from 
fhe time of the Antonines, or even of Nero, the origin of a ma« 
giftrate who cannot be found in hiftory before the reign of Conftan- 
tinc. -. . 

< quently 
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fluently occurred in the exercife of their fevefal CHAP, 
ftin&ions. * From a condefcenfion which in for-' 
mer ages would have been efteemed unworthy of 
the Roman majefty, a particular fecretary was al* 
lowed for the Greek language ; and interpreters 
were appointed to receive the ambafladors of the 
Barbarians : but the department of foreign affairs, 
which conflitutes fo effential a part of modern po- 
licy, feldom diverted the attention of the mailer 
of the offices. His mind was more ferioufly en* 
gaggd by the general direction w of the pofts and 
arfehals of the empire. There were thirty-four 
cities, fifteen in the eaft, and nineteen in the weft; ^ 

in which regular companies of workmen wer* 
perpetually employed in fabricating defenfive ar- 
mour, offenfive weapons of all forts, and military 
engines, which were depofited in the arfqials, and 
occafionally delivered for the fervice of the troops. 
3. In the courfe of nine centuries, the office of The qu«« 
qu&Jlvr had experienced a v<yy Angular revolu- 
tion. In the infancy of Rome, two inferior magi" 
ftrates were annually ele&ed by the people, to re» 
lieve the confuls from the invidious management 
of the public treasure ,45 ; a fimilar . afliftant was 
granted to every proconful, and to every praetor, 
who exercifed a military or provincial command j 
with the extent of conqueft, the two quaeftors 
were gradually multiplied to the number of four, 

W Tacitus (Annal, xi. a».) fays, that the firft quaftors were 
elected by the people, forty-four years after the foundation of the 
republic ; but he is of opinion, that they had, long before that 
period, been annually appointed by the confuls, and even by the r 
kings. But t#8 obfeure point of antiquity is contefted by other < * 
writer*. 

F 4 * ■' of 
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f H A ** pf eight, of twenty, and, for a fliort time, per* 
haps, of forty '* 6 ; and the nobleft citizens ambi- 
jioufly folfcited an office which gave them a feat 
in the fenate, and a juft hope of obtaining the ho- 
nours of the republic. Whilil Auguftus affe&ed 
to maintain the freedom pf ele&ion, he cpnfented 
to accept the annual privilege pf recommending, 
or rather indeed of iitominating, a certain proporr 
tion of candidates ; and it was hi$ cuftom to feledfc 
pne of thefe diftinguiflied youths, tq read his ora? 
tions or epiftles in the aflfeiriblies of the fen^e ,47 . 
TheprajftEce of-Augyftu$ was imitated by fuc? 
ceeding princes ; the occafional commiffion was 
eftablifhed as a permanent office ; and the favour- 
ed quscftor, affuming a new and more illuftrious 
chara&er, alone furyived the fuppreffion of his 
ancient and ufelefs ' colleagues ,48 ? As the ora- 
\ tions, 

' *4& Tacitus (Annal. xi. 22.) feems to confide* twenty as the 
higheft number of quaeftors; and Dion. (1. xliii. p. 374.) ihfinuate* 
that if the didtator Casfar once created forty, it was only to facilitate 
(he payment of an iinmenfe debt of gratitude. Yet the augmentation 
which he made of praetors fubfifted under the fucceeding reigns. 

HJ Sueton. in Auguft. c. 6$. and Torrent, ad loc, Dion. Caf, 

P- 755- 

»4« The youth aiid inexperience of the quaeftors, who entered on 
that important office in their twenty- fifth year (Lipf. Excurf. ad 
Tacit. 1. iu\ D.), engaged Auguftus ito remove them from the, ma- 
nagement of the trcafury ; and though they were reftored by Clau- 
dius, they feem to have been finally difmifTed by Nero. (Tacit. 
Annal.. -fcxii. 29. Sueton. in Aug. c, 36. in Claud, c. 24. Dion, 
p. 696. 961, &c. Plin. Epiftol. x. 20. & alibi.) In the provinces of 
the Imperial divifion, the place of the quaeftors was more ably fup* 
plied by'the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707. Tacit, in Vit. Agricoh 

/ C. is*h or > as tn€ Y were afterwards called, rationaiet. (Hift. Auguft. 

y p. 1 30.). But in the provinces of the fenate we may ftill difcover a 
(eries of quitters till the^reign of Marcus Antoninus. (See- the In* 

'*•*"' fcription% 
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-dons, which he compofed in the name of the em- c ?J^ P * 
peror 149 , acquired the force, and, at length, the 
form of abfoiute edi&s, he was confideitd as the 
reprefentative of the legiflative power, the oracle 
of the council, and the original fburce of the civil 
jurifprudence. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupreme judicature of the Imperial 
confiftory, with the Praetorian prsefe&s, and the 
mailer of the offices ; and he was frequently re- 
queued to refolve the doubts of inferior judges : 
but as he was not opprcfled with a variety of fub- 
ordinate bufinefs, his leifure and talents were em- 
ployed to cultivate that dignified ftyle of elo- 
quence, which, in the corruption of tafte and 
language, ftill preferves the majefty of the Roman 
laws ,$0 . In fome refpe&s, the office of the Im- 
perial quseftor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor ; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which feepis to have been adopted by the illiterate 

fcriptions of Gruter, the Epiftles of Pliny, and a decifive fad. in the 
Auguftan tiiftory, p. 64.)- From Ulpian wc may learn, (Pandect. 
J, i. tit. 13.) that under .the government of the houfe of Severus, 
their provincial adminiftration was abolifhedj and Up the fubfe* 
quent troubles, the annual or trienqial elections of qu»ftors mult 
have naturally ceafed. 

*49 Cum patris nomine et epiftolas ipfe dftaret, et edi&a coq- 
fcriberet, orationefque in fenatu recitaret, *etiam qusefteris vice. 
Sutton, in Tit. c. 6. The office muft have acquired new dignity, 
which was occasionally executed by the heir apparent of the enfffre. 
Trajan entmfted the feme care to Hadrian his quseftor and c6ufi&. 
See Dodwell Praele&on. Cambden. x. xi. p. 361—394. 

15° * •■ Terris cdicla daturas ; 

Supplicibus refpanfa.— Oracula regis 

Eloquio crevere tuo ; nee dignius unquam 

Majeftas meminit fefe Romana locutam. 
Claudian in Confulat. Mall. Theodor. 33. See like wife Symmachus 
(Epiftoi, i. 1 7.) and Cajfiqdorius (Variar* vi. $.)•• , 

Barbarians. 
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C yvh P * B»t»rians, was never introduced to atteft the pub* 
J^ He afls of the emperors. 4. The extraordinary 

Kc^a- 1 * ^ e °^ €9Unt °f *^ e f acre ^ forge/ft** was beftowed 
forcr, on the treafurer-general of the revenue, with the 

intention perhaps of inculcating, that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the 
monarch. To conceive the almoft infinite detail 
of the annual and daily expence of the civil and 
military adminiftration in every part of a great 
empire, would exceed the powers of the mod vi- 
gorous imagination. The a&ual account em- 
ployed feveral hundred perfons, diftributed into 
eleven different offices, which were artfully con- 
trived to examine and control their refpe&ive 
operations. The multitude of thefe agents had a 
natural tendency to encreafe; and it was more 
than once thought expedient to difmifg to their 
native homes the ufelefs fupernumeraries, who, 
deferring their honeft labours, had prefled with 
too much eagernefs into the lucrative profeffion 
of the finances 1 * 1 . Twenty-nine provincial re- 
ceivers, • of whom' eighteen were honoured with 
the title of count, correfponded with the trea- 
furer; and he extended his jurifdidtion over the 
mines from whence the precious metals were ex* 
traded, over the mints, in which they were con* 
.' verted into the current coin, and over the public! 
treafuries of the moft important dries, where they 
were dqpofited for the fervjee of the ftate. The 
foreign trade of the empire was regulated by this 
minifter, who direded likewife all the linen and 

'" Cod. Theod. I. vi. tit 39, £pd. Juftiwan. 1. m. tit. u- 

woollen 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 75 

woollen manufa&ures, in which the fucceffive C J?A* # 
operations of fpinning, weaving, and dying were y- - f 
executed, chiefly by women of a fervile condition, 
for the life of the palace and army. Twenty-fix 
of thefe inftiturions are enumerated iiji the weft, 
where the arts had been more recently introduced, 
and a dill larger proportion may be allowed for 
the induftrious provinces of the eaft ,5a . 5. Be* Thcpri- 
fides the public revenue, which an abfplute mo- furer, 
narch might levy and expend according to his 
pleafure, the emperors, in the capacity of opu- 
lent citizens, poflefled a very extenfive property, 
which was adjniniftered by the count, or treafurer 
of the private eftatc. . Some part had perhaps been 
the ancient demefyes of kings and republics; 
fome acceffions might be derived from the fa* 
milies which were fucceffively inverted with the 
purple 5 but the moil confiderable portion flowed 
from the impure fource of conftfcations and for* 
feitures. The Imperial eftates were fcatteredk 
through the provinces, from Mauritania to BriV 
tain j but the rich and fertile foil of Cappadocia 
tempted the monarch to acquire in that country 
his faireft poffeflions * 53 , and either Conftantiqe 
or his fucceflbrs embraced the occafion of juftify- 
ing avarice by religious zeal. They fuppreffejj, 

* ■ »• .' 

**» In the departments of the two counts of the treafury^th* ' 
eaftern part of the Notitia happens to be very defective. It may be 
obferred, that we had a treafury-cheff in London, and a gyn cecum, 
fir manufacture at Winchefter. But Britain was not thought worthy 
cither of a mint or of an arfenal. Gaul alone poffefled three of the 
former, and eight of the latter. • 

e 

fP Cod* Theod. 1; ti. tit. xxx. leg. x. and Godefroy ad loc. 

3 • - the 
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C xvn^ # *^ c " c ^ tem P^ e °f Comana, where the high-prieft 
of the goddefs of war fupported the dignity of a 
fovereign prince; and they applied to their pri* 
vate ufe the *confecrated lands, which were inha- 
bited by fix tkouftnd fubje&s or flaves of the 
Deity and her minifters * 54 , But thefe were not 
the valuable inhabitants : the plains that ftretch 
from the foot of Mount Argaeus to the banks of 
the Sarus, bred a generous race of horfes, re- 
nowned above all others in the ancient world, for 
their majeftic fhape, and incomparable fwiftnefs. 
Thefe /acred animals, deftined for the fervice of 
the palace and the Imperial games, were pro- 
tected by the laws from the profanation pf a vul- 
gar matter ,5$ . The demefnes of Cappadocia were 
important enough to require the infpe&ion of a 
count I56 ; officers of an inferior ralhk were Rationed 
in the other parts of the empire ; and the deputies 
of the private, as well as thofe of the public, 
treafurer, were maintained in the exercife of their 
independent fun&ions, and encouraged to con- 

«4 Straboti. Geograph. 1. xii. p. 809. The otker temple of 
* Comana, in Pontus, was a colony from that of Cappadocia, 1. xii. 
p* 8*5. The prefident Des Broffes (fee his Salufte, torn. ii. p. »i.) 
conjectures that the deity adored in both Comanaa was Beltis, the 
Venus of the eaft, the goddefs of generation ; a very different being 
indeed from the goddefs of war. 

^Cbd.'Theod. 1. x. tit. yi. de Grege Dominico. Godefroy 
has collected every circumftance of antiquity relative to the Cap-? 
padocian horfes. One of the fineft breeds, the Palmatian, was the 
forfeiture of a rebel, whofe eftate lay about fixteen miles from 
Tyana; near the great road between Conftantmople and Antioch. 

1 

*fi Juftmian (Novell. 30.) fubjecled the provfnee of the count of 
Cappadocia to the immediate authority of the favourite eunuch, 
who prefided over the facred bedchamber, 

trol 
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trol the authority of the provincial magiftrates ,5T . c S«j I p ' 
6, 7. The chofen bands of cavalry and infantry, v-y^Lj 
which guarded the perfon of the emperor, were J^ nl9 
under the immediate command of the two counts of the 
of the dome/lies. The whole number confided of ties, 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
feven fcbools^ at troops, of five hundred each ; 
and in the eaft, this honourable fervice was al- 
moft entirely appropriated to the Armenians, 
Whenever, on public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticoes of the palace, 
their lofty ftature, filent order, and fplendid arms 
of filver and gold, difplayed a martial pomp, not 
unworthy of the Roman majefty 158 . From the 
feven fchools two companies of horfe and foot 
were fele&ed, of the prote&ors, whofe advan- 
tageous ftation was the hope and reward of the 
moft deferving foldiers. They mounted guard in 
the interior apartments, and were occafionaHy dis- 
patched into the provinces, to execute with cele-**. 
rity and vigour the orders of their mafter**. 
The counts of the domeftics had fucceeded to 
the office of the Praetorian praefeds ; like the prac- 
feds, they afpired from the fervice of the ^|dace 
to 'the command of armies. 

* 

«57 Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxx. leg. 4, &c- . " 

f 5* Panciroltis, p. xo». ij6. The appearance of thefe military 
domeftics is defcribed in the Latin poem of Corippus, de Landibua 
Jtaftin. 1. iii. 157—179. P. 41 9> 4»°> of the Appendix Hift. By 
zantin. Rom. 177. 

«J9 Amxnianus Marcellinus, who ferved fo. many years, obtained 
only the rank of a protector. The firft ten among thefe honourable' 
foldiers were ClariJJtmi. 

7 The 
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C **m^ # The perpetual intercourfe between the court 
i',-- g -'_ii and the provinces was facilitated by the conftruc- 

fpics. thefe beneficial eftablifhments were accidentally 
conne&ed with a pernicious and intolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meffengers were 
employed, under the jurifdi&ion of the mafter of 
the offices, to announce the names of the annual 
confuls, and the edi&s or vidories of the empe- 
rors. They infenfibiy aflumed the licehce of re- 
porting whatever they could obferve of the con- 
duct either of magiftrates or of private citizens } 
and were foon confidered as the eyes of the mo- 
narch 16 % and the fcourge of the people. Under 
the warm influence of a feeble reign, they multi- 
plied to the incredible number of ten thoufand f 
difdained the mild though frequent admonition* 
of the laws, and exercifed in the profitable ma- 
nagement of the ports a rapacious and infolent op- 
predion. Thefe official fpies, who regularly cor- 
refponded with the palace, were encouraged, by 
favour and reward, anxioufly to watch die pro- 
grefs of every treafonable defign, from the feint 
And latent fymptoms of difaffe&ion, to the attual 
preparation of an open revolt. Their carelefs or 
criminal violation of truth and juftice was covered 
by the confecrated malk of zeal ; and they might 
fecurely aim their poifoned arrows at the bread: 
either of the guilty or the innocent, who had pro- 

*° Xenophon. Cyropced. 1. Viii. Brifibo, de Regno Perfico, 1. i. 
J*° 190. p. ^64. The emperor* adopted with pkaiurc this Perfiaa 
metaphor, 

voked 
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voked their refentmeHt, or relufed to purchafc c ** p * 
their filence. A faithful fubjeft, «of Syria per* t^-^^j 
haps, or of Britain, was expofed to the danger, 
or at leaf): to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantinople, 
to defend his life and fortune againft the mali- 
cious charge of thefe privileged informers* The 
ordinary adminiftration was conduced by thofe 
methods which extreme neceffity can alone pal- 
liate ; and the defe&s of evidence were diligently 
fupplied by the ufe of torture ,6t . 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of the tJfcoft<% 
criminal qua/lion, as it is emphatically ftyled, was 
admitted, rather than approved, in the jurifpru- 
dence of the Romans* They applied this fan- 
guinary mode of examination only to fervile 
bodies, whofe fufferings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of juftice 
or humanity: but they would never confent to 
violate the facred perfon of a citizen, till they 
poflefled the cleareft evidence of his guilt l6 \ 
The annals of tyranny, from the reign of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, circumftantially relate 
the executions of many innocent vi&ims ; but, as. 
long as the feinteft remembrance was kept alive. 

161 For the Agentes in Rebus, fee Ammian. 1. xv. c. 3. 1. scff. c. 5. 
1. xxii. c. f. with the carious annotations of Valefius. Cod. Theod. 
1. ti. tit. xxvii, xxvii i, xxix. Among the pafiages colle&ed in the 
Oommetitary of Godefroy, the moft remarkable one is from Li- 
hanius, in his difcourfe concerning the death of Julian. 
- ** The Pandelts (I. xlviii. tit. xviii.) contain the fentiments of 
the moft celebrated civilians on the fubjeft of torture. They 
ftrictty confine it to flaves j and Ulpian himfelf is ready to acknow- 
ledge, that Ret eft fragilis, ct pcriculofa, ct quae Vcritatem, 
feflat. 

Pf 
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CH-Ap; of the national freedom and honour^ the lJtft 
hours df a Roman were fecuf e from the danger of 
ignominious torture l6 \ The conduft of the pro- 
vincial magiftrates was not, however, regulated* 
by the pra&ice of the city, or the ftri£t maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
eftablifhed not only among the flaves of oriental 
defpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch 5 among the Rhodians* 
who flourished by the liberty of commerce; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had afTerted 
and adorned the dignity of human kind ,64 . The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to ufurp, a dif- 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or plebeian criminals the con- 
feflion of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed* 
ed to confound the diftin&ion of rank, and to 
difregard the privileges of Roman citizens. The 
apprehenfions of the fubje&s urged them to fo- 
licit, and the intereft of the fovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
which tacitly allowed, and even authorised,- the 
general ufe of torture. They prote&ed all per- 
fons of illuftrious or honourable rank, bifhops 

X «J In the confpiracy of Pifo againft Nero, Epicharis (libertina 
mulier) was the only perfon tortured; the reft were inta8i Urmentis* 
It would be fuperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult 
to find a ftronger, example. Tacit. Annal. xv. 57. 

,6 * Dicendum . . . de Inftitutis Athemienfium,Rhodiorum,doc- 
tiffimorum hominum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbiffimum eft) 
liberi, civefque torquentur. Cicero. Partit. Orat. c. 34. We may 
learn from the trial of Philotas the practice of the Macedonians. 
(Diodor. Sicul. 1. xvii. p. 604. Q^Curt. L vi. c. 11.) 

and 
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and thtir prefbyters, profeflbrs of the liberal arts, c iL AP " 
foldiers and their families, municipal officers, and u~ v-^j 
their posterity to the third generation, and all 
childreft under the age of puberty 16s . But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurifprudence 
of the empire, that in the cafe of treafon, which 
included every offence that the fubtlety of lawyers 
could derive from an ho/tile intention towards the 
prkice or republic l6S 9 all privileges were fufpend- 
ed, and all conditions were reduced to the fame 
ignominious level. As the fafety of the emperor 
was avowedly preferred to every confideration of 
juftice or humanity, the dignity of age, and the 
tendernefs of youth, were alike expofed to the 
moft cruel tortures ; and the terrors of a mali- 
cious information, which might feleft them as the 
accomplices, or even as the witneffes, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman, 
world 167 . 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may appear, Financo, 
were confined to the fmaller number of Roman 

165 Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil, part vii. p. 81.) has colle5fc- 
ed thefe exemptions into one view. 

166 This definition of the fage Ulpian (Pandefh 1. xlviii. tit. iv.) 
feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather than 
to that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian ad leg. Juliam majeftatis. 

lfi ? Arcadius Charifius is the oldeft lawyef'quoted in the Pandects - ' 

to juftify the univerfal practice of torture in all cafes of treafon; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. 
c. xa.) with the moft refpe&ful terror, is enforced by feveral laws of 
the fucceflbrs of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod. l.ix. tit. xxxv. In 
majeftatis crimine omnibus squa eft conditio. 

Vol. IH. ' G fubjeSs, 
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? ** A p . fubje&s, whofe dangerous fituation was in' fome 
degree compenfated by the enjoyment of thofe 
advantages, either of nature or of fortune, which 
expofed them to the jealoufy of the monarch. 

The obfcure millions of a great empire have 
much lefs to dread from the cruelty than from the 
avarice of their mafters ; and their humble hap- 
pinefs is principally affected by the grievance of 
exceffive taxes, which gently preffing on the 
wealthy, defcend with accelerated weight on : the 
meaner and more indigent claffes of fociety. 
An ingenious philofopher ,68 has calculated; the 
univerfal meafure of the public impofitions by the 
degrees of freedom and fervitudej and ventures 
to affert, that, according to an invariable law of 
nature, it mufl always increafe with the farmer, 
and diminifh in a juft proportion to. the latter. 
But this refle&ion, which would tend to alleviate 
the miferies of defpotifm, is contradi&ed at leaft 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire ; which ac- 
cufes the fame princes of defpoiling the fenate of 
its authority, and the provinces of their wealth. 
Without aboliihing all the various cufloms and 
duties on merchandizes, which are imperceptibly 
difcharged by the apparent choice of the pur- 
chafer, the policy of Conftantine and his fuccef- 
fors preferred a fimple and direft mode of taxa- 
tion, more congenial to the fpirit of an arbitrary 
government l6s> . 

168 Moirtefquieu, Efprit dcs Loix, 1. xii. c. 13. ' 

**9 Mr. Hume (EflTays, vol. i. p. 389.) has fccn this important 
truth, with fome degree of perplexity. 

The 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 83 

The name and ufe of the indiftions I7 % which CHAP. 

XVII. 

ferve to afcertain the chronology of the middle i_^-^# 
ages, were derived from the regular pra&ice of the ^ f * n * m 
Roman tributes I71 . The emperor fubfcribed with or indie* ' 
his own hand, and in purple ink, the folemn tlon * 
edi&, or indidion, which was fixed up in the 
principal city of each diocefe, during two months 
previous to the firft day of September. And, by 
a very eafy connexion of ideas, the word indittion 
was transferred to the meafure of tribute which it 
prefcribed, and to the annual term which it al- 
lowed for the [payment. This general eftimate of 
the fupplies was proportioned to the real and ima- 
ginary wants of the ftate ; but as often as the ex- 
pence exceeded the revenue, or the revenue fell 
fhort of the computation, an additional ta£, under 
the name of fuperindiftion, was impofed on the 
people, and the mod valuable attribute of fove* 
reignty was communicated to the Praetorian prae- 
fefts, who, on fome occafions, were permitted to 
provide for the unforefeen and extraordinary exi* 
gencies of the public fervice.. The execution of 
thefe laws (which it would be tedious to purfue in 

■7° The cycle of indi&i ons, which may be traced as high as the 
reign of Conftantius, or perhaps of his father Conftantine, is ftill 
employed by the Papal court : but the commencement of the year 
has been very rcafonably altered to the firft of January. See TArt 
de Verifier les Dates, p. ad. ; and Dictionnaire Raifon. de la Diplo- 
matique, torn. ii. p. 15. ; two accurate treatifes, Which come from 
the worklhop of the Benedictines. 

«7i The firft twenty-eight titles of the eleventh book of the 
Theodofian Code are filled with the circumftantial regulations on 
the important fubject of tributes; but they fuppofe a clearer know- 
ledge of fundamental principles than it is at prefent in eur power 
to attain. 

G t their 
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C H ti P " t ^ xe ^ r m * nute an d loricate detail) confided of two 
diftinft operations ; the refolving the general im- 
pofition into its conftituent parts, which were af- 
feffed on the provinces, the cities, and the injdivi- 
duals of the Roman world ; and the colle&ing the 
feparate contributions of the individuals, the cities, 
and the provinces, till the accumulated fums were 
poured into the Imperial treafuries. But as the 
account between .the. monarch and the fubjed was 
perpetually open, and as the renewal of the de- 
mand anticipated the perfect difcharge of the pre- 
ceding obligation, the weighty machine of the 
finances was moved by the fame hands round the 
circle of its yearly revolution. Whatever was 
honourable or important in the administration of 
the revenue, was committed to the wifdom of the 
prsefefts, and their provincial representatives ; 
the lucrative functions were claimed by a crowd 
of fubordinate officers, fome of whom depended 
on the treafurer, others on the governor of the 
province; and who, in the inevitable confli&s of 
a perplexed jurifdi&ion, had frequent opportuni- 
ties of disputing with each other the fpoils of the 
people. The laborious offices, which could be pro- 
ductive only of envy and reproach, of expence 
and danger, were impofed on the Decurions, who 
formed the corporations of the cities, and whom 
the feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 
to fuftain the burthens of civil fociety X7 \ The 

17* The title concerning: the Decurions (1. xii. tit. i.) is the moft 
ample in the whole Theodofian Code.; fince it contains not lefs 
than one hundred and ninety-two diftinft laws to afcertain the 
duties and privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

■ - * whole 
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whole landed property of the empire (without ex- c IVjJ^ 
cepting the patrimonial eftates of the monarch) 
was the obje& of ordinary taxation; and every 
new purchafer cont rafted the obligations of the 
former proprietor, . An accurate cenfus ,73 , or fur- 
vey, was the only equitable mode of afcertaining 
the proportion which every citizen fhould be ob- 
liged to contribute for the public fervice; and 
from the well : known period of the indiftions, there 
is reafon to believe that this difficult and expert 
five operation was repeated at the regular dif- 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were meafiired 
by furveyors, who were fent into the provinces ; 
their nature, whether arable or pafture, or vine- 
yards or woods, was diftinftly reported ; and an 
eftimate Was made of their common value from 
the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of flaves and of cattle coiiitituted an effential part 
of the report ; an oath was adminiftered to the 
proprietors, which bound them to difclofe the tru£ 
ftate of their affairs ; and their attempts to pre- 
varicate, or elude the intention of the legiflator, 
were feverely watched, and punifhed as a capital 
crime, which included the double guilt of treafon 
and facrilege ,7+ . A large portion of the tribute 

vi Habemus enim et hominum numerum qui dtlati funt, et 
agrum modum. Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 6. See Cod. 
Xheod. 1. xiii. tit. x, xi. with Godcfroy's Commentary. 

*74- Siquis facrilega vitem falce fucciderit, ant feracium Ramorum 
foetus hebetaverit, quo declintt fidem Cenfuiim, et mentiatur callide 
paupertatis ingenium,mox deteclus capitale fubibit exitium, et bona 
ejus in Fifci jura nvgrabunt. Cod. Theod. 1. xirt. tit. xi. leg i. 
Although this law is not without its ftudied obfeurity, it is, how- 
ever, clear enough to prove the minutenefs of the 7 inquifition, and 
the Uifpropoi tion of the penalty. 

G 3 was 
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empire, gold alone could be legally accepted ,7S . 
The remainder of the taxes, according to the pro<- 
portions determined by the annual indi&ion, was 
furnifhed in a manner ftill more direft, and ftill 
more oppreflive. According to the different na- 
ture of lands, their real produce, in the various 
articles of wine or oil, corn or barley, wood or 
iron, was tranfported by the labour or p. the ex- 
pence of the provincials to the Imperial maga- 
zines, from whence they were occafionally diftri-i 
buted, for the ufe of the court, of the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Conftantinople* 
The commiflioners of the revenue were fo fre- 
quently obliged to make confiderable purchafes, 
that they were ftriftly prohibited from allowing 
any compenfation, or from receiving in money 
the value of thofe fupplies which were exa&ed in 
kind. In the primitive fimplicity of fmall com- 
munities, this method may be well adapted to 
rolled the almoft voluntary offerings of the 
people ; but it is at once fufceptible of the utmoft 
latitude and of the utmoft ftri&nefs, which in a 
corrupt and abfolute monarchy mull introduce a 
perpetual conteft between the power of oppreffion 
and the arts <Jf fraud 17 \ The agriculture of the 

Roman 

w The aftpnifhment of Pliny would have ceafed. Equidern 
miror P. R. victis gentibue argeptum femper imperiufle nen aurum. 
Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 15. 

'? 6 Some precautions were taken (fee Cod. Theod. I xi. tit. ii. 
and Cod. Juftinian. 1. x. tit. xxvii. leg. 1, a, 3.) to reftrain the ma- 
giftrates from the abufe of their authority, either in the exaction 
or in the purchafe of corn : but thofe who hajl learning enough t<* 

read 
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Roman provinces was infenfibly ruined, and, in .chap. 
the progrefs of defpotifm, which tends to difap- ^- LT I lr 
point its own purpofe, the emperors were obliged 
to derive fome merit from the forgivenefs of 
debts, or the remiffion of tributes, which their 
fubje&s were utterly incapable of paying. Ac- 
cording to the new divifion of Italy, the fertile 
and happy province of Campania, the fcene of 
the early vi&ories and of the delicious retire- 
ments of the citizens of Rome, extended be- 
tween the fea and the Appenine from the Tyber to 
the Silarus. Within fixty years after the death of 
Conftantine, and on the evidence of an aftual fur- 
vey, an exemption was granted in favour of three 
hundred and thirty thoufand Englifh acres of defert * 
and uncultivated land ; which amounted to one- 
eighth of the whole furface of the province. As 
the footfteps of the Barbarians had not yet been 
feeh in Italy, the caufe of this amazing defo- 
lation, which is recorded in the laws, can be 
afcribed only to the adminiftration of the Roman 
emperors ,77 . 

Either from defign or from accident, the mode Aflefled in 

of affeffment feemed to unite the fubftance of a o/a cap- 
tation. 

read the orations of Cicero againft Verres (Hi. dc,Frumento), might 
inftrucl themlelves in all the various arts of oppreflion, with regard 
to the weight, the price, the quality, and the carriage. The avarice 
of an unlettered governor would fupply the ignorance of precept 
or precedent. 

"77 Cod. Theod. 1. xi.. tit. xxviii. leg. a. pubUfhed the 24th of 
March, A. D. 395, by the emperor Honorius, only two months after 
the death of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks of 528,041 Roman 
jugera, which I have reduced to the Englifh meadire. The jugerurn, - 
contained z 8,800 fquare Roman feet. 

G 4 land- 
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c H A p. Jancktax with the forms of a capitation "*. The 
returns which were fent of every province or 
diftrift, expreffed the number of tributary fub- 
je&s, and the amount of the public impofitior\s. 
The latter of fhefe fums was divided by the for- 
mer ; and the eftimate, that fuch a province con* 
tained fo many capita, or heads of tribute ; and 
that each head was- rated at fuch a price, was uni- 
versally received, not only in the popular, but 
even in the legal computation. The value of a 
tributary head mud have varied, according to 
many accidental, or at leaft fluctuating circum* 
fiances; but fome knowledge has been preferred 
of a very curious faft, the more important, fince 
if relates to one of the richeft provinces of the 
Roman empire, and which now flourifhes as the 
moft fpkndid of the European kingdoms. The 
rapacious minifters of Conftantius had exhaufted 
the wealth of Gaul, by exa&ing twenty-five pieces 
of gold for the annual tribute of every head. 
The humane -policy of his fucceflbr reduced the 
capitation to feven pieces ,79 . A moderate pro* 
portion between thefe oppofite extremes of extra-, 
vagant oppreflion and ,of tranfient indulgence, 
jnay therefore be fixed at fixteen pieces of gold, 

ri78 Godefroy (Cod. Theod, torrn vi. p. 116.) argues with weight 
and learning on the fubjeft of t^ie capitation ; but while he explains 
the caw* as a (bare or meafure of property, he too abfoluteiy ex- 
cludes the idea of a perfonal afleirment. 

J 79 Quid profuerit {Juliamts) anhelantibus extrema penuria Gal- 
]is, hinc maxime claret, quodprimitus partes eas ingreffus, pro ca~ 
•pitibus fingulis tributi nomine vicenos quinos aureos reperit flagitari; 
difcedens vero feptenos tantum munera uuiverfa pomplentes. Am- 
mian. 1. xvi. c. 5. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 8jl 

or about nine pounds fterling, the common ftand* c ™^ r p * 
ard perhaps of the impofitions of Gaul ai0 . But 
this calculation, or rather indeed the fads from 
whence it is deduced, cannot fail of fuggefting 
two difficulties to a thinking mind, who will be 
at once furprifed by the equality, and by the enor* 
mity of the capitation. An attempt to explain 
them may perhaps refleft fome light on the inte- 
refting fubjeft of the finances of the declining 
empire. 

I. It is obvious, that, a^long as the immutable 
conftitution of human nature produces and main- 
tains fo unequal a divifion of- property, the moft 
numerous part of the community would be de- 
prived of their fubfiflence, by the equal affeiT- 
ment of a tax from which the fovereign would 
derive a very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
fee, the theory of the Roman capitation ; but in 
the pra&ice, this unjuft equality was no longer 



183 In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftantinc 
and his fucceflbrs, we need only refer to the excellent difcourfe of 
Mr. Greaves on the Denarius, for the proof of the following prin- 
ciples : 1. That the ancient and modern Ronvm pound, containing 
5*5$ grains of Troy weight, is about one twelfth lighter than the 
Englifh pound, which is compofed of 5760 of the fame, grains, 
a. 1 hat the pound of gold, which had once been divided into forty - 
eight aurei, was at thrs time coined intQ feventy-two fmaller pieces of 
the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe aurei were the legal 
tender for a pound of filver, and that confequently the pound of 
gold was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, ac- 
cording to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds according to the 
Englilh, weight. 4. That the Englifh pound of filver is coined into 
fixty-two {hillings. From thefe elements we may compute the 
Roman pound of gold, the ufual method of reckoning large fums» 
at forty pounds fterling ; and we may fix the currency of the aureus 
$. fome what more than eleven (hillings. 

$ felt, 
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chap, felt, as the tribute "was colle&ed on the principle 
of a real, not of a perfonal impofition. Several 
indigent citizens contributed to compofe a fingle 
head, or fliare of taxation ; while the wealthy pro- 
vincial, in proportion to his fortune, alone repre- 
fented feveral of thofe imaginary beings. In a 
poetical requeft, addreffed to one of the laft and 
moft deferving of the Roman Princes who reign- 
ed in Gaul, Sidonius Apollinaris perfonifies his 
tribute under the figure of a triple monfter, the 
Geryon of the Grecian fables, and intreats the 
new Hercules that he would moft gracioufly be 
pleafed to fave his life by cutting off three of his 
heads ' ,l . The fortune of Sidonius far exceeded 
the cuftomary wealth of a poet; but if he had 
purfued the allufion, he muft have painted many 
of the Gallic nobles with the hundred heads of 
the deadly Hydra, fpreading over the face of the 
country, and devouring the fubftance of an hun- 
dred families. II. The difficulty of allowing an 
annual fum of about nine pounds fterling, even 
for the average of the capitation of Gaul, may be 
rendered more evident by the comparifon of the 
prefent ftate of the fame country, as it is now go- 
verned by the abfolute monarch of an induftrious, 
wealthy, and affeftionate people. The taxes of 
France cannot be magnified, either by fear or by 

,Sl Geryones nos eflfe puta, monftrumque tributum, 
Hie capita ut vivam, tu mihi tolle tna. 

Si don. A poll in ar. Carm. xiiu 
The reputation of Father Sirmond led me to expect more fatisfaction 
than I have found in his note (p. 144.) on this remarkable paflage. 
The words, fuo vel fuorum nomine, betray the perplexity of the, 
commentator. 

9 flattery, 
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'flattery, beyond the annual amount of eighteen C H A P. 
millions fterling, which ought perhaps to be 
ftiared among four-and-twenty millions of inha- 
bitants **\ Seven millions of thefe, in the ca- 
pacity of fathers, or brothers, or hufbands, may 
difcharge the obligations of the remaining multi- 
tude of women and children; yet the equal pro- 
portion of each tributary fubjedt will fcarcely rife 
above fifty (hillings of our money, inftead of a 
proportion almoft four times as confiderable, 
which was regularly impofed on their Gallic an- 
ceftors. The reafon of this difference may be 
found, not fo much in the relative fcarcity or 
plenty of gold and filver, as in the different (late 
of fociety in ancient Gaul and in modern France. 
In a country where perfonal freedom is the pri- 
vilege of every fubjeS, the whole mafs of taxes, 
whether they are levied on property or on con- 
fymption, may be fairly divided among the whole 

tf* This aflertion, however formidable it may feem, is founded on 
the original regi Iters of births, deaths, and marriages, collected by 
public authority, and now depofited in the Controle General at Paris. 
The annual average of births throughout the whole kingdom, taken 
in five years (from 1770 to 1774* both incluGve), is, 479*649 boys, 
and 449,169 girls, in all 918,918 children. The province of 
French Hainault alone rurnifhes 9906 births ; and we are aflured, 
by an aclual numeration of the people, annually repeated from the 
year X773 to the year 1776, that, upon an average, Hainault con- 
tains 237,097 inhabitants. By the rules of fair analogy, we might 
infer, that the ordinary proportion of annual births to the whole 
people, is about 1 to 26 ; and that the kingdom of France contains 
24,151,368 perfons of both fexes and of every age. If we content 
ourfelves with the more moderate proportion of i to 25, the whole 
population will amount to 23,222,950. Trom the diligent refearches 
of the French government (which are not unworthy of our own 
imitation), we may hope to obtain a ftill greater degree of certainty 
pn this important fubjccl. 

body 
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C x vii P " ^ody °^ t ^ le , nat i° n * But the far greater part of 
the lands of ancient Gaul, as well as of the other 
provinces of the Roman world, were cultivated 
by flaves, or by peafants, whofe dependent con- 
dition was a lefs rigid fervitude ,83 . In fuch a 
ftate the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the' mafters, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour ; and as the rolls of tribute were filled only 
with the names of thofe citizens who poffeffed the 
means of an honourable, or at leaft of a decent 
fubfiftence, the comparative fmallnefs of their 
numbers explains and juftifies the high rate of 
their capitation. The truth of this affertion may 
be illuftrated by the following example: The 
jEdui, one of the moft powerful and civilized 
tribes or cities of Gaul, occupied an extent of ter- 
ritory, which now contains above five hundred v 
thoufand inhabitants, in the two ecclefiaftical 
diocefes of Autun and Nevers 184 : and with the 

183 Cod. Theod.l. v. tit. ix,x, xi. Cod. Juftinian.\ 1. xi. tit. lxiii. 
Coloni appellantur qui conditioner™ debent genitali foio, propter 
agriculturam fub dominio poflefTorum. Auguftin. de Civitate Dei, 
1. x. c. 1. 

*** The ancient jurifdiclion of (AuguJioJunum) Autun in Bur- 
gundy, the capital of the iEdui, comprehended the adjacenfrter- 
ritory of (Noviodunum) Nevers. See d'Anville, Notice de Tancienne 
Gaule, p. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and Nevers are now 
compoied, the former of 610, and the latter of 160, "parifhes. The 
regifters of births, taken during eleven years, in 476 parifhes of the 
fame province of Burgundy, and multiplied by the moderate pro- 
portion of 25 (fee Meflance Recherches fur la Population, p. 142.), 
may authorife us to afllgn an average number of 6.56 perfons for 
each parilh, which being again multiplied by the 770 pariflies of the 
diocefes of Nevers and Autun, will produce the fum of 505,130 
perfons for the extent of country which was once poirdfed by the 
JEdui. 

probable 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 93 

probable acceflion of thofe of Chalons and Ma- CH f T p * 
£on ,8 % the population would amount to eight 
hundred thoufand fouls. In the time of Con- 
ftantiae, the territory of the JEdni afforded no 
more than twenty-five thoufand beads of capita* 
tion, of whom feven thoufand were discharged by 
that prince from the intolerable weight of tri- 
bute ** 6 . A juft analogy would feem to counte* 
nance the opinion of an ingenious hiftorian l87 , 
that the free and tributary citizens did not fur* 
pafs the number of half a million ; and if, in the 
ordinary adminiftration of government, their ant 
iiual payments may be computed at about four 
millions and a half of our money, it would ap«? 
pear, that although the fhare 6f each individual 
was four times as confiderable, a fourth part only 
of the modern taxes of France was levied on the 
Imperial province of Gaul. The exa&ions of 
Cpnftantius may be calculated at feven millions 
fterling, which were reduced to two millions by 
the humanity or the wifdom of Julian, 

**5 We might derive an additional fupply of 301,750 inhabitants 
from the dtocefes of Chalons (Cabilltmtm) and of Macon (Matifco) ; 
finee they contain* the one aoo, and the other 160, parifties. This 
acceflion of territory might be juitified by very fpecious reafons. 
1. Chalons and Macon were undoubtedly within the original jurif. 
di&ion of the JEdui. (See d'Anvilie Notice, p. 187. 443.)- *. In 
the Notitia of Gaul, they are enumerated not as Crvitates, but mere- 
ly as Cajlra* 3. They do not appear to have been epifcopal feats 
before the fifth and fixth centuries. Yet there is a paflage in Eume- 
nius (Panegyr, Vet viii. 7.) which very forcibly deters me from ex- 
tending the territory of the JEdui in the reign of Conftantine, along 
the beautiful banks of the navigable §a6ne. 

*** Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 11. 

**? I/Abbe du B9S Uift. Critique de laM. F. torn. i. p. ix*. 

But 
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c ** A *\ jj U f this tax, or capitation, on the proprietors 
c-v-Li of land, would have fuffered a rich and numerous 
Capitation c j a jp g Q f £. ee c iti 2e ns to efcape. With the view 

on trade # r 

and in- of fharing that fpecies of wealth which is derived 
u ry ' from art or labour, and which exifts in irfoney 
or in merchandife, the emperors impofed a dif- 
tinft and perfoual tribute on the trading part of 
v their fubjefts 18S , Some exemptions, very ftri£My 
confined both in time and place, were allowed to 
, the proprietors who difpofed of the produce of 
their own eftates. Some indulgence was granted 
to the profeffion of the liberal arts : but every 
other branch of commercial induftry was affe&ed 
by the feverity of the law. The honourable mer- 
chant of Alexandria, who imported the gems and 
fpices of India for the ufe of the weftern world ; 
the ufurer, who derived from the intereft of mo- 
ney a filent and ignominious profit; the inge- 
nious manufafturer, the diligent mechanic, and 
even the moft obfcure retailer of a fequeftered 
village, were obliged to admit the officers of the 
revenue into the partnerfhip of their gain : and 
the fovereign of the Roman empire, who tolerated 
the profeffion, confented to fhare the infamous 
falary of public proftitutes. As this general tax 
upon induftry was • colle&ed every fourth year, it 
was ftyled the Lujlral Contribution j and the hifto- 
rian Zofimus ,89 laments that the l approach of the 
fatal period was announced by the tears and ter- 

*» See Cod. Theod. 1. x.ii. tit. i. and iv. 

I? 9 ZofimuS, 1. ii. p. 115. There is probably 23 much paflion 
and prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence, 
of the memory of Conftantine by the zealous Dr, Howell. Hift. of 
the World, vol. ii, p. ao. 

rors 
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Tors of the citizens, who were often compelled by c H A P. 
the impending fcourge to embrace the mod ab- u~v-«J 
horred and unnatural methods of procuring the 
fum at which their property had been affefled. 
The testimony of Zofimus cannot indeed be jufti- 
fied from the charge of paffion and prejudice ; but, 
from the nature of this tribute, it feems reafon- 
able to conclude that it was arbitrary in the dif« 
tribution, and extremely rigorous in the mode of 
colledking. The fecret wealth of commerce, and 
the precarious profits of art or labour, are fufcep- 
tible only of a difcretionary valuation, which is 
feldom difadvantageous to the intereft of the trea-. 
fury j and as the perfon of the trader fupplies the 
want of a vifible and permanent fecurity, the pay- 
ment of the impofition, which, in the , cafe of a 
land-tax, may be obtained by the feizure of pro- 
perty, can. rarely be extorted by any other means 
than thofe of corporal punifhments. The cruel 
treatment of the infolvent debtors of the ftate, is 
attefted, and was perhaps mitigated by a very 
humane edid of Conftantine, who, declaiming 
the ufe of racks and of fcourges, allots a fpacious 
and airy prifon for the place of their confine- 
ment 190 . , 

Thefe general taxes were impofed and levied by Free gifts, 
the abfolute authority of the monarch; but the 
occafional offerings of the coronary gold ftill re- 
tained the name and femblance of popular con- 
fent. It was an ancient cuftom^ that the allies of 
the republic, who afcribed their fafety or deliver- 

*9° Cod, Theod, !. xi, tit. vii. leg. 3. 

ance 
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c h a *\ aftce to the fuccefs of the' Roman arms ; and draft 
the cities of Italy, who admired , the virtues of 
their vi&orious general, adorned the pomp of his 
•triumph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of goM, 
which, after the ceremony, were confecrated ift 
the temple of- Jupiter, to remain a lading monu- 
ment of his glory to future ages. The progrefe 
of zeal and flattery fpon multiplied the number, 
and increafed the fize, of thefe popular donations ; 
and the triumph of Caefar was enriched with two 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty-two maffy 
crowns, whofe weight amounted td twenty thou* 
fand four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold. 
This treafure was immediately melted down by 
the prudent di&ator, who was fatisfied that it 
would be more ferviceable to his foldiers than to 
the gods : his example was imitated by his fuc- 
ceffors; and the cuftom was introduced, of ex- 
changing thefe fplendid ornaments for the more 
acceptable prefent of the current gold coin of the 
empire * 91 . The fpontaneous offering tfas at 
length exa&ed as the debt of duty ; and inftefcd of . 
being confined to the occasion of a triumph, it 
was fuppofed to be granted by the feveral cities • 
,and provinces of the monarchy, as often as the 
emperor condefcended to announce his acceffion, 
his 'confuUhip, the birth of a fon, the creation of 
a Caefar, a viftory over the* Barbarians, or any 
other real or imaginary event which graced the 

H>« See Lipfius de Magnitud. Roman*, 1. ii, c. 9* The Tadjik 

gonefe Spain prefented the emperor Claudius with a crown of gold 
of feven, and Gaul with another of nine, hundred pounds weight. 
I have followed the rational emendation of Lipfius. 

annals 
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fcjirials pf his reign. The peculiar free gift of the c **^. p * 
fenate of Rome \Vas fixed by cuflom at fixteen u.-»— ^ 
hundred pbunds of gold, or about fixty-four 
thoufand pounds fterling. The oppreded fub- 
je£ts celebrated their own felicity, that their fove- 
reign fhould graciouily confent to accept this 
feeble but voluntary teftimony of their loyalty and 
gratitude 19 *. 

A people elated by pride, or foured by dif- Conch*, 
content, are feldom qualified to form a juft eftl- 
mate of their a&ual fituation. The fubjeds of 
sCbnftantinfe were incapabte of difcemmg the de- 
cline of genius and manly virtue, which fo far 
"degraded them below the dignity of their an- 
ceftors ; but they could feel and lament the rage 
of tyranny, the relaxation of difcipline* and the 
encreafe of taxes. The impartial hiftorian, who . 
acknowledges the juftice of their complaints, will 
Obferve fome favourable circumftances which 
tended to alleviate the mifery of their condition. 
The threatening tempeft of Barbarians, which fo 
foon fubverted the foundations of Roman great- 
nefs, was ftill repelled, or fufpended, on the fron- 
tiers. The arts of luxury and literature were 
cultivated, and the eltegant pleafures of fociety 
were enjoyed by the, inhabitants of a confiderabl* 
portion of the globe. The forms, the pomp, and 
the expence of the civil adminiftration contri- 
buted to reflrain the irregular licence of the fol* 
diers; and although the laws were violated by 

*9* Cod, Theod. I. xii. tit. xiii. The fenators were fuppofed to 
be exempt from the Aurum Coronarium ; but the Auri Oblatio, which 
was required at their hands, was precifeJy of the lame nature. 

Vol. HI. H power, 



fB THE DECLINE AND PALL 

C xvij P " P owcr > or P erverte( l by fubtlety, the fagc prin- 
ciples of the Roman jurifprudence preferred a 
fenfe of order and equity, unknown to the defpo- 
tic governments of the eaft. The rights of man- 
kind might derive fome protection from religion 
and philofophy ; and the name of freedom, which 
could no longer alarm, might fometimes admo- 
nifli, the fucceffors of Auguftus, that they did 
not reign over a nation of Slaves or Barba- 
rians 193 . 

'"93 The great Theodofias, in his judicious advice to bis fi>* 
(Claudian in iv. Confulat. Honorii, 2x4, &c), di ft ingui flies the Ra- 
tion of a Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. Virtu0 
was necefTary for the one. Birth might fuffice for the other*. 
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chap. xvm. 

N 

Cbaraffer of Con/lantine. — Gothic War.— -Death of 
Con/iantlne.—DiviJion of the .Empire among his 
three Sons. — Per/tan War.^Tragic Deaths of 
Con/iantine the Tounger and Conftansy-~Ufurpation 
tf Magnentius.— Civil War. — Victory of Conjian* 
tins. 

The chara&er of the prince who removed 
the feat of empire, . and introduced fuch 
important changes into the civil and religious 
constitution of his country, has fixed the atten- 
tion, and divided the opinions, of mankind. By 
the grateful zeal of the Chriftians, the deliverer 
pf the church has been decorated with every attri- 
bute of a hero, and even of a faint; while the 
difcontent of the vanquifhed party has compared 
Conilantine to the mod abhorred of thofe tyrants, 
who, by their vice and weaknefs, difljonoured 
the Imperial purple. The fame patterns have in 
fome degree been perpetuated to fucceedipg gene* 
rations, and the chaf after of Conftantine is con- 
sidered, even in the prefent age, gs an objeft 
either pf fatire or of panegyric. By the impar- 
tial union of thofe defe&s which are confeffed by 
his warmed admirers, and of thofe virtues which 
are acknowledged by his mod implacable ene- 
mies, .we might hope to delineate a juft portrait 
of- that' extraordinary man, which the trutli and 
candour of hiftory fhould adopt without a 

Ha " ' * 'blufh* 
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CHAP, blulh f . But it would foon appear, that the vain at- 
tempt to blend fuch difcordant colours, and to re* 
concile fuch incofafiflcnt qualities, muft produce a 
figure monflrous rather than human, unlefs it is 
viewed in its proper and diftinft lights, by a care- 
ful feparation of the different periods of the reign 
of Gonftantine. 

His vir- Tij e perfon, as well as th£ mind, of Conftan- 

tine had been enriched by nature with her choiceft 
endowments. His ftature was lofty, his coun- 
tenance majeftic, his deportment graceful ; his 
ftrength and activity were difplayed in every 
manly exercife, and from his earKeft youth, to a 
very advanced feafon of life, he preserved the vi- 
gour of his* conftitution by a ftrkl adherence to 
the domeftic virtues of chaftity and temperance. 
He delighted in the focial intercourfe of familiar 
converfation ; and though he might fometiines 
indulge his difpofition to raillery with lefs referve 
than was required by the fevere dignity of his 
ftation, the courtefy and liberality of his manners 
gained the hearts of all who approached him. 
The fincerity of his friendship has been fufpedted ; 
yet he fhewed, on fome occafions, that he was 
not incapable of a warm and lafting attachment. 
The difadvantage of an illiterate education had 
not prevented him from forming a juft eftimate 

1 On ne fe troppera point fur Conftantin, en croyant toot le ma! 
qu'en dit Eufebc, ct tont le bien qu'en dit Zofimc. Fleury Hilt. 
Ecclefiaftique, torn. iii. p. 333. Eufebius and Zofimus form indeed 
the two extremes of flattery and invective. The intermediate made* 
are exprefled by thofe writers, whofe character or iituatibn vari- 
©ufly tampered the influence 0/ their religion* seal. 

of 
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of the value x>f learning ; and the arts and fciences chap. 
derived fome encouragement from the munificent 
proteflion of Conflantine. In the difpatch of 
bufinefs, his diligence was indefatigable ; and the 
a&ive powers of his mind were almofl continually 
cxercifed in reading, writing, or meditating, in 
giving audience to ambaffadors, and in examin- 
ing the complaints of his fubje&s. Even thofe 
who cenfured the propriety of his meafures were 
compelled to acknowledge, that he poffefled mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, 
the moft arduous defigns, without being checked 
pither by the prejudices of education, or by the 
clamours of the multitude. In the field, he in- 
fufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, 
yrhom he conduced with the talents of a con- 
fummate general) and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may afcribe the fignal vi&orie* 
which he obtained over the foreign and domeftic 
foes of the republic. He loved glory, as the re- 
ward, perhaps as the motive, of his labours. 
The boundlefs ambition, which, from the mo- 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as the ruling paffion of his foul, may be 
juftified by the dangers of his own fituation, by 
the chara&er of his rivals, by the confeioufnefs of 
fuperior merit, and by the profpeS that his fuo 
cefs would enable him to reftore peace and order 
to the diftra&ed empire. In his civil wars againfl 
Maxentius and Licinius, he had engaged on his 
fide the inclinations of the people, who com- 
pared the undiffembled vices of thofe tyrants, 
\yith the fpirit of wifdom aud jttftige which feemed 

H ff to 
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CHAP. 

xvm. 

His vices. 



. A. D. 
3*3— 33 7« 



to dire& the general tenor of the adminiftratibn of 
Conftantine*. 

Had Conftantine fallen on the banks of the 
Tyber, or even in the plains of Hadrianople, 
fuch is the chara&er which, with a few excep- 
tions, he might have tranfinitted to pofterity. 
■But the concluiion of his reign (according to the 
moderate and indeed tender fentence of a writer 
of the fame age) degraded him from the rank 
"which he had acquired among the moft deferring 
of the Roman princes 3 . In the life of Auguftus, 
we behold the tyrant of the republic, converted, 
almoft by imperceptible degrees, into the father 
of his country and of human kind. In that of 
-Conftantine, we may contemplate a hero, who 
had fo long infpired his fubje&s with love, and 
Tiis enemies with terror, degenerating into a cruel 
and diflblute monarch, corrupted by his fortune, 
: or raifed by cOnqueft above the neceffity of diffi- 
mulation. The general peace which, he main- 
tained during the laft fourteen years of 'his reign, 

* The virtues of Conftantine* are collecTcd'tbr the moft part from 
Eutropius, and the younger Victor,' . two fincere pagans, who 
wrote after the extinction of his' family. Even ZoGmus, and the 
'(Einperor Julian, acknowledge 'his perfonal courage and military at- 
enlevements. 

a See £utroplus, x. 6. In' pfimo Imperii tempore dpttmis princi- 
.pibus, ultimo mediis comparandus. Prom the ancient Greek ver- 
lion of Poeanius (edit. Havercamp. p. 697.) > I am inclined to fuf- 
pecl that Eutropms had origfnally written vrx mediis ; and that the 
dflfenfive monofyllable was dropped by' the wilful inadvertency of 
tranfcribers. Aurelius Victor exprefle r s the general opinion by a 
Vulgar and indeed' obfcnre proverb. 'Vracbata decern annis prac- 
ftartttffimus; duodeoim fequeritibus /«/r#j dcceni noviffimis /«,*#«/ 
ob immodicas profufto&es. -^ 



was 
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was a period pf apparent fplendor rather than of chap. 
real profperity; and the old age of Conftantine 
yras difgraced by the oppofite yet reconcileable 
vices of rapadoufhefs and prodigality. The ac- 
cumulated treafures found in the palaces of Max* 
entius and Licinius, were lavilhly confumed; the 
varipus innovations introduced by the conqueror, 
Vere attended with an encreafing expence; the 
coft of his buildings, his court, and his feftivals> 
required an immediate and plentiful fupply; and 
the oppreffion of the people was the pnly fund 
farhich could fupport the magnificence of the 
fovereign 4 . His unworthy favourites, enriched 
- by the boundlefs liberality of their mailer, ufurped 
with impunity the privilege of rapine and cor- 
ruption*. A fecret but univerfal decay was felt 
in every part of the public adminiftration, and 
the eipperor himfelf, though he flill retained the 
pbeflience, gradually loft the efteem, of his fub- 
jeSs. The drefs and manners, which, towards 
fhfe decline of life, he chofe to aflfeft, ferved only 
to degrade h^m in the eyes of mankind. The 
Afiatic pamp, which had been adopted by Jthc 
pride . of . Dipcletian, affujned an air , of foitpefs 
apd effeminacy : in the perfbn of Coplbuiiine. lie 

4 Juljan. Orat. i. p. 9. in a flattering, difcourfe pronounced be- N 
fore the fon of Conftantine; and Caefares, p. 335. Zofimus, p. 114, 
If 5. ' Theibt*ly buildings, of Ccroftaiitinople^&c.. may he quoted 
as a lading and unexceptionable proof of the profufenefs of their 
founder. 

s The impartial ^mmiaaua deierves all our confidence. Prqxi- 
marum fauces aperuit primus omnium Conftantinus. L. xyi. c. 8. 
Eufcbius himfclf confefles ihe abufc/ (Vit, Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 39. 
.54.)) and fpme of the Imfwirial laws feebly point put. the remedy. 
See above, p. 53. of this volume. 

H4 . * 
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c ** A P. fe reprefentexTwith falfe hair of various colours, 
i_^-Jj laborioufly arranged by the fkilful artifts of the 
time* ; a diadem of a new and more expenfive 
fafliipn ; a profiifion of gems and pearls, of coU 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing robe 
of filk, mdft curioufly embroidered with flowers 
of gold. In fuch apparel, 'fcarcely to be excufed 
by the youth and folly of Elagabalus, we are at a 
lofs to difcov^r the wifdom of an aged monarch, 
fuid the fimplicity of a Roman veteran 6 . A 
mind thus relaxed by profperity and indulgence, 
was incapable of riling to that magnanimity which 
difdains fufpicion, and dares to forgive. The 
deaths of Maximian and Liciniiis may perhaps be 
juftified by the maxims of policy, as they are 
* taught in the fchools of tyrants ; but an impartial 
narrative of the executions, or father murders, 
which fullied the declining age of Conftantine, 
will fuggeft to our moft candid thoughts, the idea 
pf a prince?, who could facrifice without relu&ance 
the laws of juftice, and the feelings of nature, to 
the diftates either of his paflions or of his in- 
tereft.. 
His family. The fame fortune which fo Invariably followed 
the ftandard of Conftantine, feemed . to fecure the 
hopes and comforts of his domeftic life. Thofe 
among his predeceffors who had enjoyed the 
longeft and moft profperous reigns, Auguftus, 

• Julian, in the Casfars, attempts to ridicule his uncle. His fuf* 
picious teftimqny is confirmed however by the learned Spanheim, 
with the authority of medals (fee Commebtaire, p. 156. 299. 397. 
459.). Eufebius (Orat. c. 5.} alleges, that Conftantine drefied for 
the public, not for himfelf. Were this admitted, the vaineft cox* 
comb could never want an excufe. 

2 Trajan, 
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Trajan, and Diocletian, had been difappointed of C j^fj£* 
pofterity ; and the frequent revolutions had never 
allowed fafficient time for any Imperial family to 
grow up and multiply under the (hade of the 
purple. But the royalty of the Flavian line, 
which had been firft ennobled by the Gothic Clau- 
dius, defeended through feveral generations ; and 
Conftantine himfelf derived from his royal father 
the hereditary honours which he tranfmitted to his 
children. The emperor had been twice married. 
Minervina, the obfcure but lawful objeft of hi* 
youthful attachment 7 , had left him only one fon, 
who was called Crifpus. By Faufta, the daughter 
i)f Maximian, he had three daughters, and three 
£>ns > known by the kindred names of Conftantine, 
Conftantius, and Conftans. The: unambitious 
brothers of. the great Conftantine, Julius Conftan- 
tius, Dalmatius, and Hannibalianus % were per- 
mitted to enjoy the moft honourable rank, and the 
.jnoft affluent fortune, that could be confiftent 
with a private ilation. The youngeft of the three 
Jived. without a name, and died without pofterity. 
His two elder brothers obtained in marriage the 
daughters of wealthy fenators, and propagated 
pew branches of the Imperial race. Gallus and 

* Zqfimus and Zonaras agree in reprefenting Minervina as the 
concubine of Conftantine : but Pucange has very gallantly refcued 
her chai at^ep, by producing a decifive pafiage from one of the pane- 
gyrics : " Ab ipfo fine pueritiae te matrimonii legibus dedifti." ' 

• Ducange (Familiae Byzantinx, p. 44«) beftows on him, after 
Zonaras; the name of Conftantine ; a name fomewhat unlikely, as 
it was already occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibalia- 
nus is mentioned in the Pafchal Chronicle, and is approved by 

TUlemont, Hift. dea Empereura, torn, iv. p. 527. 

- ' ... . . .j 

Julian 
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chap, fulian afterwards became the moft illuftrious of 
the children of Julius Conftantius, the Patrician* 



The two fons of Dalmatius, who hpd been deco- 
rated with the vain title of C#nJ#r 9 were named 
Dalmatius and Hanrubalianus. The two fifters 
of the great Conftantine, Anaftafia and Eutropia* 
were beftowed on Optatus and Nepotianus, two 
fenators of noble birth and of confular dignity; 
His third fifter, GpnfUntjia, ^yas diftingui&ed by 
her pre-emiflenee of greatnefs and of mifery* 
She remained the Widow of the vanquished Xici- 
nius $ and it was by -her entreaties, th*t an inno- 
cent boy, the offspring of their .marriage, pre* 
fcrved'for feme time, rfcis life, the title . of HCaefar, 
and a precarious hope of the fuccefljon. Befides 
the females, and the allies of the Flavian hotrie. 
-ten or twelve males, to whom the language of 
modern courts would apply thf . title of princes of 
the blood, feemed, according to the order of 
their birth,. to be deftined either to inherit or to 
fopport the throne of .Conftantine. But m left 
than thirty years, this numerous and encreafing 
tamily was reduced to theperibns of Conftantius 
and Julian, who alone had formed a feries of 
•crimes and calamities, . fuch as the tragic poets 
have deplored in the devoted lines of Pelops„aj&d 
i of Cadmus, 
virtues of CrMpus, t&e ddeft fon df Conftantine, and the 
Criipus. prefumptive heir bf the empire, is reprefented by 
impartial hiftorians as an amiable and acebm- 
pKflied youth. The ca#e. of* his education, or at 
v Ieaft of his ftudies, was entrufted to Ladtantius, 
the moft eloquent of the Chriftians j a preceptor 

admirably 



OF THE ROMAN EMF1ME. I07 

admirably qualified to form the tafte, and to *\SA?* 
excite the virtues, of his illuftrious difciple *. At 
. the age of feventeen, Crifpus was inverted with 
the title of Caefar, and the adminiftrarion of the 
"Gallic provinces, where the inroads of the Ger- 
mans gave him an early occafion of fignalizing 
his military proweTs, In the civil war which 
broke out foon afterwards, the father and fon di- 
vided their powers; and this hiftory has already 
celebrated the valour as well as conduct difplayed 
by the latter, in forcing the ftreights of the Hel- 
lefpont, fo obflinately defended by the fuperior 
fleet of Licinius. This naval viSory contributed 
to determine the event of the war ; and the names 
of Conftantine and of Crifpus were united in the 
joyful acclamations of their eaftern fubje&s : wh© 
loudly proclaimed, that the world had been fub* 
dued, and was now governed, by an emperor en- 
dowed with every virtue; and by his illuftrious 
ion, a prince beloved of heaven, and the lively 
image of his father's perfe&ions. The public fa- 
vour, which feldom accompanies old age, dif- 
fufed its luftre over the youth of Crifpus. He 
deferved the efteem, and he engaged the affec- 
tions, of the court, the army, and the people. 
The experienced merit of a reigning monarch is 
acknowledged by his fubje&s with reluctance, 
and frequently denied with partial and difcon- 

* Jerom.in Chron. The poverty of Lactftntius may be applied 

cither to the praife of the difinterefted phitefopher, or to the ftiamc 

of the unfeeling patron. See TUIemont, Mem. Ecclefiaft. torn. vi. 

-ptitt i. p..<)45* Dupln, Bibltotheqtte Ecclefiaft. torn. i. p. 105. 

LardacTs Credibility of the Qofyd Hiftory, part ii. vol. vii. p. 66. 

tented 
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chat, tented murmurs; while, from the opening vir- 
tues .of his facceffor, they fondly conceive the 
mod unbounded hopes of private as well as pub- 
lic felicity l< \ 

jeaioufy This dangerous popularity foon excited the at- 

Slnt?nc. tention of Conftantine, who, both as a father and 

A y&' 3 * 4 ^ a ^ n ^ 9 was ^P^ ent °f *** equal. Inftead of 
attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon, by 

the generous ties of confidence and gratitude, he 

refolved to prevent the mifchiefs which might be 

apprehended, from 4iflatisfied ambition, Crifpus 

loon had reafon to complain, that while his infant 

brother Conftantius was fent, w;ith the title of 

Caefar, to reign over his peculiar department of 

the Gallic provinces", he y a prince of maturp 

years, who had ^performed fuch recent and fignal 

fervices, inflead of being raifed to the fyperior 

rank of Auguftus, was confined almoft a prifoner 

to his father's court ; and expqfed, without pow^r 

or defence, to every calumny which the malice of 

his enemies could fuggeft. Under fuch painful 

circumftances, the royal youth might not always 

be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprefs his 

difcontentj and we may be allured, that he wa* 

* ,0 Eafeb. Hift. Ecclefiaft. 1. x. c. 9. Eutropius (x. 6.) ftyles him 
'* cgrcgium *irum 5" and Julian (Orat. i.) very plainly allud«8 to 
the exploits of Crifpus in the civil war. See Spauheim, Comment. 
p. 9*. 

11 Compare Idatius and the Pafchal Chronicle, with Ammianas 
(1. xiv. c. 5.), The year in which Conftantius was created Caefar, 
feems to be more accurately fixed by the two chrohologifts ; but the 
hiftorian who lived in his court, could not be ignorant Of the dmy of 
the anniverfary. For the appointment of the new Caefar to the 
provinces of Gaul, fee Julian, Orat. i.p. 12. Gddefroy, Chrono}. 
^egum, p. 3,6. and Blondel 4c la Primaute* de 1'Eglife, p. n$3. 

encompaf&4 
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*ncompafled by a train of indifcreet or perfidious c ^ v f n p - 
followers, who afliduoufly ftudied to inflame, and 
who were perhaps inftru&ed to betray, the un- 
guarded warmth of his refentment. An edi& of A. D. 3*5. 
Conflantine, publifhed about this time, mani- ° dobci '• 
feftly indicates his real or affe&ed fufpicions, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft his 
perfon and government* By all the allurements 
of honours and rewards, he invites informers of 
every degree to accufe without exception his ma? 
giftrates or miniffers, his friends or his moil inti- 
mate favourites, protefting, with a folemn affe* 
veration, that he himfelf will liften to the charge, 
that he himfelf will revenge his injuries ; and con- 
cluding with a prayer, which discovers fome apr 
prehenfion of danger, that the providence of the 
Supreme Being may ftill continue to protect th$ 
Jafety of the emperor and of the empire l \ 

The informers, who complied with fo liberal Difgrace 
an invitation, were fufficiently verfed in the arts of CHfpus. 
of courts to feled the friends and adherents of A. D. 3 a6, 

July* 

.Crifpus as the guilty perfons ; nor is there any 
reafon to diflrufl the veracity of the emperor, who 
had promifed an ample meafure of revenge and 
.punifhment. The policy of Conflantine main* 
tained, however, the fame appearances of regard* 
and confidence towards a fon, whom he began to 
confider as his moil irreconcileable enemy. Me- 
dals were ftruck with the cuftomary vows for the 
long and aufpicious reign of the young Caefar * 3 j 

** Cod. Theod. I. ix. tit. iv. Godefroy fufpe&ed the fecret mo* 
.lives of this law. Comment, torn. iir. p. 9. 

« Ducangc Fain. Byzant. p. %%. Tillemont, torn. iv. p. $sa. ... 

and 
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chap, and as the people, who was not admitted into the 
fecrets of the palace, flill loved his virtues, and 
rdpe&ed his dignity, a poet who folicits his recal 
from exile, adores with equal devotion the ma- 
jefty of the father and that of the fon* 4 . The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the auguft 
ceremony of the twentieth year of the reign of 
Conftantine; and the emperor, for that purpofe, 
removed his court from Nicomedia to Rome, 
where the moll fplendid preparations had been 
made for his reception. Every eye, and evsry 
tongue, affe&ed to exprefs their fenfe of the 
general happinefs, and the veil of ceremony and 
diffimulation was drawn for a while over the 
darkeft defigns of revenge and murder l5 . In the 
midfl of the feftival, the unfortunate Crifpus was 
apprehended by order of the emperor, who laid 
afide the tendernefs of a father, without afluming 
the equity of a judge. The examination was 
jhort and private * 6 ; and as it was thought decent 
v to conceal the fate of the young prince from the 
eyes of the Roman people, he was fent under a 

H His name was Porphyrius Optatianus. The date of his pane- 
gyric, written according to the tafte of the age in vile acroftics, is 
fettled by Scaliger ad Eufeb. p. 350. Tillemont, torn. ir. p. $07. 
and Fabricius Biblioth. Latin. 1. iv: c. 1. 

** Zofim. 1. ii. p. 103^ Godefroy ChronoJ. Legum, p. a8. 

■• as^t« ( , without a trials is the ftrong, and. moft probably the 
jolt expreffion of Suidas. The elder Victor, who wrote under the 
nest reign, fpeaks with becoming caution. " Natu grandior incer* . 
turn qua causa, patris judicio occidiflet." If we confult the fuc- 
ceeding -writers, Eutropins, the younger Victor, Orofms, Jerom, 
Zofimus, Phiioftorgius, and Gregory of Tours ; their knowledge 
will appear gradually to increafe, as their means of information 
muft have diminifhed ; a circumfiancc which frequently occurs in 
hiftorical difqvufitioa. 

3 ftrong 
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ftrong guard to Pola, fy Iftria, where, foon after- c Jj^*' 
frards, he was put to death, either by the hand of 
the executioner, or by the more gentle operation 
of poifon ,7 . The Caefar Licinius, a youth of 
amiable manners, ' was involved in the ruin of 
Crifpus I8 ; and the ftern jealoufy of Conftantine 
vn& unmoved by the prayers and tears of his fa- 
vourite filler, pleading for the life of a fon; 
frhofe rank was his only crime, and whofe lofs fee 
did not long furvive. The ftory of thefe unhappy 
princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, and the circumftances of 
their death, were buried in myfterious obfcurity; 
and the courtly bifhop, who has celebrated in 
an elaborate work the virtues and piety of his hero, 
fcbferves a prudent filence on the fubjed of thefe 
tragic events *•• Such haughty contempt for the 
opinion of mankind, whilft it imprints an inde- 
lible (lain on the memory of Conftantine, muft re- 
mind us of ih6 very different behaviour of one of 

>7 Amihia&us (1. xiv* c. it.) ufea the general expreffion of 
fdremptwn. Codinus(p. 34.) beheads the young prince; but Si- 
donius Apollinari8 {Epiftol. v. 8.), for the fake perhaps of an an. 
tithefi* to Faufta's warm bath, choofes to adminifter a draught of 
cold poifon. 

* Sororis filium, commode indolis juvenem. Eutropiua, x. 6. 
May I not be permitted td conjecture, that Crifpus had married 
Helena, the daughter of the emperor Licinius, and that on the happy 
delivery of the princefs, in the year 31a, a general pardon was 
granted by Conftantine ? See Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 47. and the 
law (1. he, tit. xxxvii.) of the Theodofian Code, which has fo much> 
embarttuTed the interpreters. Godefroy, torn. iii. p. 267. 

"9 See the lire of Conftantine, particularly 1. u\ c. 19*10. Two 
hundred and fifty years afterwards Evagrius (1. iii. 0.41.) deduced 
from the filence of Suftbiui a tain argument againft tb* reality of 
the fad. • 

the 
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g H a p. the greateft inonarchs of the pfefent age. Hit 
t^ v ^ j Czar Peter, in the full poffeffion of defpotia 
power, fubmitted to the judgment of Ruilia, o$ 
Europe, and of pofterity, the reaforis which had 
compelled him to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at leaft of a degenerate, fon 2 °< 
The em- The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfally ac* 

prefs 

Faufta. knowledged, that the modern Greeks, who adore 
the memory of their .founder, are reduced to pal- 
liate the guilt of a parricide, which the common 
feelings of human nature forbade them to juftify* 
They pretend, that as foon as the affli&ed father 
difcovered the falfehood of the accufation by 
which his credulity had been fo fatally milled, ha 
publifhed to the world his repentance And remorfe,; 
that he mourned forty days, during which he ab- 
stained from the ufe of the bath, and all the ordi- 
nary comforts of life ; and that, for the lafting 
inftru&ion of pofterity, he ere&ed a golden ftatue 
of Crifpus, with this memorable infeription : 
To my Son, whom 1 unjustly condemned". 
A tale fo moral and fo interefting would defefVe to 
be fupported by lefs exceptionable authority ; but' 
if we confult the more ancient and authentic 
writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifefted only jn .ads of 
blood and revenge; and that he atoned for the 
-murder of an innocent fon, by the execution^ 

- *° HHtoire de Pierre le Grand, par Voltaire, part ii. c. x, 

al In order to prove that the ftatue was erefted by Conftantinev 
•.and afterwards concealed by the malice of the Arians, Codinus very 
jeadily creates (p. 34.) two witneflTes, Hippolilus, and the younger 
Herodotus, to whefe imaginary hiftories he appeals with unblulh* 
ing confidence* 

perhaps 
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perhaps, of a guilty wife. They aferibe the C £^{j£ m 
tnisfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his ftep- 
mother Faiifta, whole implacable hatred, or 
whofe difappointed love, renewed in the palace 
of Confiantine the ancient tragedy of Hippolitus 
and of Phaedf a *\ Like the daughter of Minos, 
the daughter df Maximian accufed her fon-in- 
law of an inceftuous attempt on the chaftity of 
his father's wife; and eafily obtained, from tha 
jealoufy of the emperor, a fentence of death 
againft a young prince, whom (he conlidered with 
feafon as the mod formidable rival of her own 
children. But Helena, the aged mother of Con- 
ftantine, lamented and revenged the untimely fate 
of her grandfon Crifpus : nor was it long before 
a real or pretended difcovery was made, that 
Faufta herfelf entertained a criminal connexion 
with a flave belonging to the Imperial (tables a, « 
Her condemnation and punifhment were the inftant 
eonfequences of the charge; and the adulterefs 
was fuffocated by the fleam of a bath, which, 
for that purpofe, had been heated to an extra- 
ordinary degree 44 . By fome it will perhaps be 

thought, 

** £ofimus (L ii. p. 103,) may be con fide red as our original. 
The ingenuity of the moderns, aflifted by a few hints from the 
ancients, has illuftrated and improved his obfcure and imperfect 
narrative. 

*s Philoftorgius, 1. if. c. 4, Zofimus (1. it. p. 104. 116.) imputes 
to Conftantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufta, and 
of an adulterefs who was the mother of his three fuccefibr?. Ac-. 
cording to Jerom, three or four years elapfed between the death of 
Crifpus and that of Faufta. The elder Victor is prudently filent. 

*+ If Faufta was put to death, it is reafonable to believe that the 
private apartments of the palace were the fcene of her execution. 

Vol. lit. £ The 
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C xvjir P " fought, that the remembrance of a conjugal 
union of twenty years, and the honour of their 
common' offspring, the deftined heirs of the 
throne, might have foftened the obdurate heart 
of Conftantine ; and perfuaded him to fuffer his 
wife, however guilty fhe might appear, to ex- 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But, it 
feems a fuperfluous labour to weigh the pro- 
priety, unlefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
lingular event ; which is attended with fome cir- 
cumftances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe who 
have attacked, and thofe who have defended, the 
chara&er of Conftantine, have alike difregarded 
two very remarkable paffages of two orations pro- 
nounced under the fucceeding reign. The former 
celebrates tjie virtues, the beauty, and the for- 
tune of the emprefs Faufta, the daughter, wife, 
fifter, and mother of fo many princes * 5 . The 
latter afTerts, in explicit terms, that the mother 
of the younger Conftantine, who was flain three 
years after his father's death, furvived to weep 
over the fate of her fon a6 . Notwithftanding the 
pofirive teftimony of feveral writers of the Pagan 

9 

The orator Chryfoftom indulges his fancy by expofing the naked 
emprefs on a defert mountain, to be devoured by wild beafts. 

■*** JuKan. Orat. i. He Teems to call her the mother of Crlfpua. 
She might aflume that title by adoption. At leaft, flie was not con- 
fident as his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Faufta 
with that of Paryfatis, the Perfian queen. A Roman would have 
more naturally recolletfed the fecond Agrippina'; 
Et moi, qui fur le trone ai fuivi mes anc&tres: 
Moi, fille, femm?, foeur et mere de vos maitres. 

96 Monod. in Conftantin. Jlih. c. 4. ad Calcem Eittrop. edit. 
Havercamp. The orator ftylet her the moft divine and pious of 
queens. 

as 
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is well as of the Chriftian religion, there may chap. 
ftill remain fome reafon to believe, or at leaft to 
fufpefi, that Faufta efcaped the blind and fiif* 
picious cruelty of her hufband. The deaths of a 
fon, and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpe£table ? and perhaps innocent 
friends* 7 , who were involved in their fall, may 
be fufficient, however, to juftify the difcontent of 
the Roman people, and to explain the fatirical 
terfes affixed to the palace-gate, comparing the 
fplendid and bloody reigns of Conftantine and 
Nero a8 . 

By the death of Oifptis, the inheritance of the The fort* 
empire feemed td devolve on the three fons of phewof 
Faufta, who have been already mentioned under Cqnitari- 
the names of Conftantine, of Conftantius, and of 
Conftans* Thefe yoiing princes were fiiceeiliveiy 
faivefted with the title of Casfar ; and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenths 
the twentieth, and the thirtieth years of the reign 
Of their father * 9 . This eondu&, though it rend-* 
fed to multiply the future matters of the Roman 
world, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affeftibn; but it is not eafy to underftand 

*7 Interfecit numerofos atnicos. Eutrop. xxl 6. 

** Sat urn i aurea faecula qui? requirat ? 
Sunt haec gemmea, fed Neroniana. 

Sidon. Appolliiiar. v.* & 
It is fomewhat Angular* that thefe fatirical lines ftiould oe aitrikiit* 
ed» not to an obfeure libeller, or a difappointed patriot, but to 
Ablavitos, prime nnnifter and (avourite of the emperor. We may 
how perceive that the imprecation's of the Roman people were dictat- 
ed by humanity, as well as by fuperftition. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 105. 

*9 Eufeb. Orat; in Conftantin. c. 3. Thefe dates are fufEtienlfy 
correct to juftify the orator. 

I a the 
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the motives df the emperor, when he endangered 
the fafety both of his family and of his people, 
by the unneceffary elevation of his two nephews, 
Daltnatius arid Hannibalianus/ The former was 
raifed, by the title of Caefar, to an equality with 
his coufins. In favour of the latter, Conftantine 
invented the new and Angular appellation of 
Nobiliffimus 3o ; to which he annexed the flattering 
diftinctton of a robe of purple and gold. But of 
the whole feries of Roman princes in any age of 
the empire, Ilannibalianus alone was diftinguifli- 
ed by the title of King ; a name which the fub- 
je&s of Tiberius would have detefted, as the pro- 
fane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. The 
ufe of fuch a title, even as it appears under the 
reign of Conftantine, is a ftrange and unconnect- 
ed faft, which can fcarcely be admitted on .the 
joint authority of Imperial medals and contempo- 
rary writers 3I . 

The whole empire was deeply interefted in the 
education of thefe five youths, the acknowledged 
fucceffors of Conftantine. The exercifes of the 
body prepared them for the fatigues of war, and 
the duties of aftive life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conftantius, 
allow that he excelled in the gymnaftic arts of 

3° Zofim.l. ii. p. 117. Under the predeceflbrs of Conftantine* 
Nobilijimus was a vague epithet, rather than a legal and determined 
title. 

31 Adftruunt nummi veteres ac (ingulare* Spanheim de Ufu 
Numifmat. Diflertat. xii. vol. \u p. 357* Anunianus fpeaks of 
this Roman king (I. xiv. c. 1. and Vatefiu* ad loc.) The Valefian 
fragment ftylca him King of kings; and the Pafchal Chronicle 
(p. 2864), by employing the word P«j« f acquires the height of 
Latin evidence. 

leaping 
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leaping and running ; that he was a dexterous CH A r . 
archer, a fkilful horfeman, and a matter of all 
the different weapons ufed in the fervice either of ' 
the cavalry or of the infantry 3 *. The fame affi- 
duous cultivation was beftowed, though not per- 
haps with equal fuccefs, to improve the minds of 
the fons and nephews of Conftantine M . The moft 
celebrated profeffors of the Chriftian faith, of the 
Grecian philofophy, arid of the Roman jurif- 
prudence, were invited by the liberality of the 
emperor, who referved for himfelf the important 
tafk of inftru&ing the royal youths in the fcience 
of government, and the knowledge of mankind. 
But the genius of Conftantine himfelf had been 
formed by adverfity and experience. In the free 
intercourfe of private life, and aniidft the dangers 
of the court of Galerius, he had learned to com- 
mand his own paflions, to encounter thofe of his 
equals, and to depend for his prefent fafety and 
future greatnefs on the prudence and firmnefs of 
his perfonai condu&. His deftined fucceffors 
had the misfortune of being born and educated in 
the Imperial purple. Inceffantly furrounded with 
a train of flatterers, they paffed their youth in the 
enjoyment of luxury and the expectation of a 
throne ; nor would the dignity of their rank per- 

3* His dexterity in martial exercife is celebrated by Julian 
(Orat. i. p. 11. Orat. ii. p. 53. ), and allowed by Ammianus (1. xxi. 
c. 16.). 

ti Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 51. Julian. Orat. i. p. 11— 16. 
with SpanheTm's elaborate Commentary. Libanius, Orat. in. p. 109. 
Conftantius ftudied with laudable diligence ; but the dtfineis of 
his fancy prevented him from fuccceding in the art of poetry, or 
f ven of rhetoric. 

I 3 jnit 
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CH? rrT P * m ^ t " lem toiiefcend from that elevated ftatioit 
from whence the various characters of human 
nature appear to wear a fmpoth and uniform af* 
peft. The indulgence of Conftantine admitted 
them, at a very tender age, to fhare the admini- 
ftration of the empire; and they ftudied the art 
of reigning at the expence of the people entrufted 
to their care. The younger Conftantine was ap* 
pointed to hold his court in Gaul; and his brother 
Conftantius exchanged that department, the any 
cient patrimony of their father, for the more 
opulent, but lefs martial, countries of the Eaft r 
Italy, the Weftern Illyricum, and Africa, wen? 
aceuftomed to revere Conftans, thp third of hi$ 
fpjis, as the reprefentative of the great Conftan? 
tine. He fixed Dalm^tius on the Gothic frontier, 
to which he annexed the government of Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Greece. The city of Csefarea 
was chofen for the refidence of Hannibalianus > 
and the provinces of Pontusy Cappadocia, and 
the Leffer Armenia, wer£ deftiped to form the 
(extent of his new kingdom. For each of thefe 
princes a fuitable eftablifhment was provided. A 
juft proportion of guards, of legions, and of 
auxiliaries, was allotted for their refpeftive dig? 
nity and defence. The minifters and generals, 
who were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
Conftantine could truft to aflift, and even to con- 
trol, thefe youthful fovereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of their autho- 
rity were infenfibly enlarged : but the emperor 
always rsferved for himfelf the title of Awguftus j 

and 
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and while he fhewed the Ca/ars to the armies and 
provinces, he maintained every part of the empire 
in equal obedience to its fupreme head 3 *. The 
tranquillity of the laft fourteen years of his reigri 
was fcarcely interrupted by the contemptible in- 
furre&ion of a camel-driver in the ifland of Cy- 
prus 3i , or by the aftive part which the policy of 
Conftantine engaged him to affume in the wars of 
the Goths and Sarmatians. 

Among the different branches of the human 
race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable 
(hade ; as they feem to unite the manners of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and complexion 
of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. According 
to the various accidents of peace and war, of al- 
liance 6r conqueft, the Sarmatians were fome- 
times confined to the banks of the Tanais j and 
they fometimes fpread themfelves over the im- 
menfe plains which lie between the Viftulaand 
the Volga 36 . The care of their numerous flocks 
and herds, the purfuit of game, and the exercife 
of war, or rather of rapine, dire&ed the vagrant 

M Eufebius (]. iv. c. 51, 52), with a defign of exalting the au- 
thority and glory of Conltantine, affirms, that he divided the Ro- 
man empire as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. 
His diftribution of the provinces may be collected from Eutropius, 
the two Victor?, and the Valefian fragment. 

35 Calocerus, the obfeure leader of this rebellion, or rather tu- 
mult, was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-place of 
Tarfus, by the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder Victor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes 
and Cedrenus. 

J 6 Cellarius has collected the opinions of the ancients concerning 
the European and Afiatic Sarmatia j and M. d'Anville has applied 
them to modern geography with the (kill and accuracy which 
always diftinguUb that excellent writer. 

1 4 motions. 
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C xvm "* n 10 ^ 1 * 6 °^ ^ e Sarmafians, The moveable 
camps or cities, the ordinary refidence of their 
drives and children, confifted pply of large wag- 
gons drawn by oxen, and covered in the form of 
tents. The military ftrength of the nation was 
compofed of cavalry ; and the cuftom of their 
lyarriors, to l$ad in their hand one or two fpare 
horfes, enabled them to advance ajid to retreat 
with a rapid diligence, which furpjifed the fecurity, 
^nd eluded the purfuit, of a diftant enemy r/ . 
Their poverty of iron prompted their rude in- 
duftry to invent a fort of cuirafs, which was car 
pable of refilling p. fword or javelin, though it was 
formed only of horfes hoof?, cut into thin and po- 
Jiihed flices, carefully laid over each other in the 
manner of fcales . or feathers, and ftrongly fewed 
upoxi as under-garment of coaj-fe linen 18 . The 
pffenfivfs arms of the Sarmatians were {ho?* ^ a g r 
gers, long lances, and a weighty bow with a 
quiver of arrows. They wer$ reduced to the nc- 
peffity of emplpyipg fifh bones fpr the points . of 
f heir weapons \ bvjt the ciaftom of dipping then* 
in a venomous liquor, that poifoned the wounds 
which they inflifted, is alone fufficient to prove 
the moft favage manners ; finpe a people impreff- 
ed with a fenfe of humanity would have abhorreel 
fo cruel a praftice, and a nation fkilled in the arts 
of war would Jiaye difdaingfi fo impotent a re- 

37 Ammian. 1. xvii. c. jx. T,he Sarmatian horfes were ca ft rated, 
to prevent the mifchicvous accidents which might happen from the 
noify and ungovernable paffions of the males* 

* 8 Paufanias, 1. i. p. jo. edit. Kuhn. That inquifitive traveller 
had carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs, which was preferred 
in the temple of JEfculapim at Athens. 

fpurcf. 
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fource 3 *. Whenever thefe Barbarians iffued from 
their deferts in queft of prey, their fliaggy beards, 
uncombed locks, the furs with which they were 
covered from head to foot, and their fierce coun- 
tenances, which feemed to exprefs the innate 
cruelty of their minds, infpired the more ci- 
vilized provincials of Rome with horror and dif- 
jnay. 

The tender Ovid, after a youth fpent in the en- 
joyment of fame and luxury, was condemned to 
m hopelefs exile on the frozen banks of the Da* 
nube, where he was expofed, almoft without de- 
fence, to the fury of thefe monfters of the defert, 
with whpfe ftern fpirits he . feared that his gentle 
fliade might hereafter be confounded, In his pa- 
thetic, but fometimes unmanly lamentations 4 % 
he defcribes, in the mpft lively colours, the drefs 
2nd manners, the aims and inroads of the Get» 

39 Afpicis et mitti fub ad unco toxica ferro, 
Et telum caufas mortis habere duas, 

Ovid, ex Ponto, l r iv. ep. 7. ver, 7. 
Sec in the Recherches fur lea Americains, torn. ii. p. 136— 27 r, a 
very curious diflertation on poifoned darts. The venom was com. 
monly extracted from the vegetable reign ; but that employed by 
the Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a 
mixture of human blood. The ufe of poifoned arms, which has 
been fpread over both worlds, never preferved a favage tribe from 
the arms of a difciplined enemy. 

40 The nine books of Poetical Epiftles, which Ovid compofed 
during the feven firft years of his melancholy exile, poffefs, befides 
the merit of elegance, a double value. They exhibit a picture of 
the human mind under very lingular cirenmftances 5 and they eon- 
tain many curious obfervations, which no Roman, except Ovid, 
could have an opportunity of making. Every circumftance which 
tends to illuftrate the hiftory of the Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hift. Ancicnne des 
fenplcs de l'Europe, torn. iv. c. xvi. p. a86— 317. 

and 
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C xvni P# zn ^ Sarmatians, who were affociated for the pur; 
pofes of deftru&ion ; and from the accounts of 
hiftory, there is forrfe reafon to believe that thefe 
Sarmatians were the Jazygae, one of the tnoft nu- 
merous and warlike tribes of the nation. The 
allurements of plenty engaged them to feek a per* 
manent eftablifhment on the frontiers of the em^ 
pire. Soon after the reign of Auguftus, they obliged 
the Dacians, who fubfifted by fifhing on the banks 
of the river Teyfs or Tibifcus^ to retire into the 
hilly country, and to abandon to the vi&orious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hun- 
gary, which are bounded by the courfe of the 
Danube and the femi-circular inclofure of the 
Carpathian mountains 4 '. In this advantageous 
pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries or 
appeafed by prefents; they gradually acquired 
the Ikill of ufing more dangerous weapons; and 
although the Sarmatians did not illuftrate their 
name by any memorable exploits, they occafion- 
$dly aflifted their eaftern and weftern neighbours, 
the Goths and the Germans, with a formidable 
body of cavalry. They lived under the irregular 
ariftocracy of their chieftains 42 ; but after they 
had received into their bofom the fugitive Van- 

s 

4* The Sarmatians Jazygae were fettled on the banks of the Pa* 
thifius or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publifhed his Natu- 
ral Hiftory. See 1. iv. c. 15. In tbe time of Strabo and Ovid, fixty 
or feventy years befoie, they appear to have inhabited beyond the 
Qetx 9 along the coalt ot the Euxine. 

4* Principes Sarmatarum Jazyguxn penes quos civitatis regimen 
. . . pltbem quoque et vim equitum qua fola valent offercbant. 
Tacit. Hift. iii. 5. This offer was made in the civil war between 
Vitcllius and Vefpafiab. 

i dais, 
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dais, who yielded to the preffure of the Gothic chap. 

. XVIII 

power, they feem to have choferi a king from q-v-t uj 
that nation, and from the illuftrious race of the 
Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the fhores of 
fhe northern ocean 4 *. 

This motive of enmity muft have inflamed the The Go- 
fubje&s of contention, which perpetually arife on a! dT^'i, 
the confines of warlike and independent nations* 
The Vandal princes were ftimulated by fear and 
revenge ; the Gothic kings afpired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the ' frontiers of 
Germany ; and the waters of the Maros, a fmall 
river which falls into the Teyfs, were ftained with 
the blood of the contending Barbarians. After 
fome experience of the fuperior ftrength and 
number of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians im- 
plored the prote&ion of the Roman monarch, who 
beheld with pleafure the difcord of the nations, 
but who was juftly alarmed by the progrefs 
of the Gothic arms- As foon as Conftantine 
had declared himfelf in favour of the weaker 
party, the haughty Araric, king of the Goths, uu 
ftead of expefting the attack of the Legions, 
boldly paffed the Danube, and fpread terror and 
devaluation through the province of Maefia. To 
oppofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
jemperor took the field in perfon j but on this oc- 
cafion either his conduft or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many fo- 

** Tiiis hypothefis of a Vandal king reigning over Sarmatian fub» 
jects, feems neceflary to reconcile the Goth Jornandes with the 
Greek and Latin hiftorians of Conftantine. It may be obferved 
that Ifidore, who lived in Spain under the dominion of the Goth** 
gives them for enemies, not the Vandals, but the Sarmatians. See . 
Jiis Chronicle in Grotius, p. 709. 

reiga 
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C H 'Vtt P ' re *S n an( ^ domeftic wars* He had the mortifies 

Uv-j tion of feeing his troops fly before an inconfider- 

able detachment of the Barbarians, who purfued 

them to the edge of their fortified camp, and 

obliged him to confult his fafety by a precipitate 

and ignominious retreat. The event of a fecond 

and more fuccefsful aftion retrieved the honour of 

the Roman name ; and the powers of art and dif- 

cipline prevailed, after an obftinate conteft, over 

the efforts of irregular valour. The broken army 

of the Goths, abandoned the field of battle, the 

wafted province, and the pafiage of the Danube : 

and although the eldeft of the fons of Conftantine 

A. 0.331, was permitted to fupply the place of his father, 

£pn 20. t j le mer j t £ t h e v i£tory, which diffufed ujiiverfal 

joy, was afcribed to the aufpicious counfels of the 
emperor himfelf. 

He contributed at lead to improve this advan- 
tage, by his negotiations with the free and war* 
like people of Cherfonefus *% whofe capital, fituats 
on the weftern coaft of the Tauric or Crnnaeaa 
peninfula, ftill retained fome veftiges of a Grecian 
* colony, and was governed by a perpetual magi- 
flrate, affifted by a council of fejiators, emphati- 
cally ftyled the Fathers of the City, The Chen. 

44 I may (land in need of fome apology for having ufed, without 
fcruple, the authority of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, in all that 
relates to the wars and negociations of the Cherfonites. I am aware 
that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that his accounts of 
ancient hiftory are frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occaiion his narrative is, for the molt part, confident and probable ; 
nor is there much difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might 
have accefs to feme fecret archives, which had efcaped the dili- 
gence of meaner hiftorians. For the 'fituation and hiftory of Cber- 
Jbne, fee Peyffonel des Peuples barbaies cjr.i out habite les Bords 
du Danube, c. svi. p. $4—90. 

g fonites 
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fonites were animated againft the Goths, by the C *!A, P# 
memory of the wars, which, in the preceding cen- 
tury, they had maintained with Unequal forces 
againft the invaders of their country. They were 
connected with the Romans, by the mutual bene- 
fits of commerce ; as they were fupplied from the 
provinces of Afia with corn and manufactures, 
which they purchafed with their only produftions, 
fait, wax, and hides. Obedient to the requifition 
of Conftantine, they prepared, under the conduft 
of their magiftrate Diogenes, a confiderable army, 
of which the principal ftrength confided in crofs- 
bows and military chariots. The fpeedy march 
and intrepid attack* of the Cherfonites, by divert- 
ing the attention of the Goths, aflifted the opera- 
tions of the Imperial generals. The Goths, van- 
quifhed on every fide, were driven into the moun- 
tains, where, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, 
above an hundred thoufand were computed to have 
perifhed by cold and hunger. Peace was at length 
granted to their humble fupplications ; the eldeft 
fon of Araric was accepted as the mod valu- 
able hoftage? and Conftantine endeavoured to 
convince their chiefs, by a liberal diftribution of 
honours and rewards, how far the friendfhip of 
the Romans was preferable to their enmity. In 
the expreffions of his gratitude towards the faith-. 
ful Cherfonites, the emperor was ftili more mag- 
nificent. The pride of the nation was gratified by 
the fplendid and almoft royal decorations beftowed 
on their magiftrate and his fucceflbrs. A per- 
petual exemption from all duties was ftipulated 
for their veffels which traded to the ports of the 
Black Sea* A regular fubfidy was promifed, pf 

iron* 
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chap, iron, corn, oil, and of every fupply which could 
be ufeful either in peace or war. But it wad 
thought that the Sarmatians were fufficiently re* 
warded by their deliverance from impending ruin i 
and the emperor, perhaps with too drift an ceco* 
nomy, dedu&ed feme part of the expences of the 
war from the cuftomary gratifications which were 
allowed to that turbulent nation. 

Expulfion Exafperated by this apparent neelefl:, the Sar- 

of the Sar- . r r r J . £ r , . . ° r ' . , 

n^tians, maUaas loop, forgot, with the levity or Barbarians* 
A.D. 334. ^ e f er yj ces w hich they had fo lately received, 

and the dangers which ftill threatened their fafety* 
Their inroads on the territory of the empire pro- 
voked the indignation of Conftantine to leave 
them to their fate, and he no longer oppofed the 
ambition of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who 
had recently afcended the Gothic throne. Wifu- 
inar, the Vandal king, whilft alone, and unaffift- 
ed, he defended his dominions with undaunted 
courage, was vanquifhed and (lain in a decifiv* 
J^attle, which fwept away the flower of the Sarma- 
tian youth* The remainder of the nation em- 
braced the defperate expedient of arming their 
flaves, a hardy race of hunters and herdfmen, by 
trhofe tumultuary aid, they revenged their defeat, 
and expelled the invader from their confines* 
But they foon difcovered that they had exchanged 
a foreign for a domestic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fervitude* elated by their prefent glory, the Haves* 
fender the name of Limigantes, claimed and 
ufurped the pofleflion of the country which they 
had faired. Their mailers, unable to withftand 
the. ungoverijed fury of the populace, preferred 

the 
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the hardfliips of exile, to the tyranny of their fer- C H AP. 
vants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians folicited 
a lefs ignominious dependence, under the hoftile 
ftandard of the Goths. A more numerous band 
retired beyond the Carpathian mountains, among 
the Quadi, their German allies, and were eafily ad- 
mitted to (hare a fuperfluous wafte of uncultivated 
land. But the far greater part of the diftreffed 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro* 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the prote&ion and 
forgivenefs of the emperor, they folemnly promifed, 
as fubjeds in peace, and as foldiers in war, the 
moft inviolable fidelity to the empire which fhould 
gracioufly receive them into its bofom. According 
to the maxims adopted by Probus and his fuccek 
fors, the offers of this Barbarian colony were eagerly 
accepted; and a competent portion of lands in 
the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia* 
and Italy, were immediately affigned for the habi- 
tation and fubfiftjence of three hundred thoufand 

Sarmatians **• 

By chaftifing the pride of the Ootids, and by Death and 

accepting the homage of a fuppli^nt #aik>n> Con- Conftan- 

tine, 

45 The Gothic and Sarmatian wars are related in fo broken and jjj '£*** 
imperfect a manner, that I have been obliged to compare the fol- 
lowing writers, who mutually ftfpply, correft, and illuftrate each 
other. Thofe who will $ake the fams troutjtej poay acquire a right 
of critici ling my narrative. Ammianus, 1. xvii. c. 12. Anonym. 
Valefian. p. 715. Eutropius, x. 7. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, 
c. a6. Julian. Orat, i. p. 9. and Spanheim Comment., p; 94, Hie- 
ronym. in Chron. Eufeb. in Vit Couftanttn* .1. iv. c. 6« Socrates, 
1. i. c. 18. Sozomen, 1. u c. 8. Zofinjus, 1. iu p.- 108. Jornande* 
de Reb. Geticis, c. %%. Ifidorus in Chron. p. 709 ; in Hift. Gotho* 
rum Grotji. Conftantin. Poxphyrojnpitii%de Admiaiftrat, Imperii, 
c. 53. p. 208, ctfit Mteurfii. 

ftantin* 
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chap, ftantine aflerted the majefty of the Roman ent- 
xviii. pj re . and the ambaffadors of ^Ethiopia, Perfia, 
and the moft remote countries of India, congra- 
tulated the peace and prosperity 6f his govern- 
ment 46 . If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune, the death of his eldeft fon, of his ne- 
phew, and perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirtieth year of his reign ; a period 
which none of his predeceffors, fince Auguftus,- 
had been permitted to celebrate. Conftantine 
furvived that folemn feftival about ten months ; 
and, at the mature age of fixty-four, after a (hort 
illnefs, he ended his memorable life at the palace 

A. D. 337, of Aquyrion, in the fuburbs of Nicomedia, whi- 
ay **' ther he had retired for the benefit of the air, and 
with the hope of recruiting his exhaufted ftrength 
by the ufe of the warm baths. The exceffive de* 
monftrations of grief, or at leaft of mourning, 
furpafled whatever had been praftifed on any for- 
mer occafion. Notwithftanding the claims of 
the fenate and people of ancient Rome, the corpfc 
of the deceafed emperor, according to his laft re- 
queft, was tranfported to the city, which was 
deftined to preferve the name and memory of its 
founder. The body of Conftantine, adorned 
with the vain fymbols of greatnefs, the purple and 

4« lufebius (in Vit. Conft. 1. iv. c. jo.) remarks three tircunu 
fiances relative to tbefc Indians, x. They came from the Chores of 
the eaftern ocean » a defcription which might be applied to the 
coaft of China or Coromandel. %. They prefented tinning gems, 
and unknown animals. 3. TMcy protefted their kings had erected 
tallies to rcprcicnt the fvpreme raajefty of Conftantine. 

diadem, 
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diadem, was depofited on a golden bed in one of c 5Af* 
the apartments of the palace, which for that pur* Wl ^ j 
pofe had been fplendidly furpifhed and illuminat- 
ed. The forays of the court were ftriftly main- 
tained. Every day, at the appointed hours, the 
< principal officers of the ftate, the army, £nd the 
houfehold, approaching the perfon of their fove- 
reign with bended knees and a compofed counte- 
nance, offered their refpedful homage as ferioufly 
as if he had been ftill alive. From motives of po- 
licy, this theatrical reprefentation was for fome 
time continued j nor could flattery negle& the op* 
portunity of remarking that Conftantine alone, by 
the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had reigned 
after his death 47 . 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- Fadionsof 
geantry ; and it was foon difcovered that the will thc cottlt • 
of the moft abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed, 
when his fubjeSs have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or to dread from his re- 
fentment. The fame minifters and generals who 
bowed with fuch reverential awe before the inani- 
mate corpfe of their deeeafed fovereign, were en* 
gaged in fecret confutations to exclude his tw* 
nephews, Dalmatlus and Hannibalianus, from the 
ihare which he had afligned them in the fucceffioa 
of the empire. We art too imperfe&ly *c<jufetot- 

* 47 Funus rdatum in tirbem ftti nominfe, quod fane P; R, ggc f tfme 
tulit Aurclios Victor. Qaftftajitine tad prepared for hlmfelf a 
{ ftately tomb in thc church of the Holy Apoftles. Eufeb. 1. if. c. 4c 
f£\*t beft, and indeed alraoft the only Account of thefieknefs,detth» 
a&dfeneralof CoofUtitiw, is cpnUioed in the fourth book of his 
Life* by Ettfebius. 
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C xvnr # C( * ^^ *^ c court °^ Conftantine to form attf 
-judgment of the real motives which influenced the 
leaders of the confpiracy ; unlefs we fhduld fup- 
pofe that they were a&uated by a fpirit of jealoufy 
and revenge againft the pradFedfc Ablavius, a proud 
favourite, who had long dire&ed die couftfels and 
abufed the confidence of the late emperor. The 
arguments by which they folicited the concur- 
rence of the foldiers and people, are of a mort 
obvious nature : and they might with decency, at 
well as truth, infift on the fuperior tank of the 
children of Conftantine, the danger of multiply- 
ing the number of Sovereigns, and the impending 
mifchiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
difcord of fo many rival princes, who were not 
conne&ed by the tender fympathy of fraternal af- 
fe&ion. The intrigue was conduced with zeal 
and, fecrecy, till a loud and unanimous declara- 
tion was procured from the troops, that they 
would fuffer none except the fons of their lamented 
monarch, to reign over the Roman empire 48 . 
The younger Dalmatius, who was united with his 
collateral relations by the ties of friendfhip and 
^trtereft, is allowed to have inherited a coafider- 
*i|e fhare of the abilities of the great Conftantine : v 
but, on this occafion, he does not appear to have 
concerted any meafdres for fupporting, by arms, 
the juft claims which himfelf and his royal bro+ 
ther derived- from the liberality of their uncle* 

Aftonifhed and overwhelmed by the dde of po- 

• * . » 

• ■ • . 

4 8 Eufebius (1. iv.c.f.) terminates his narrative by thisMoyal 
declaration of the troops, and avoids all the invidious circuntftances 
•f the fubfequent maflacre* 

-". > : ..; pulajf 
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pular fury, they feem to have remained* without c tt A p, 
the power of flight or of refiftance, in the hands 
of their implacable ehemies* Their fate was 
fufpended till the arrival of Conftantitis, the fe- 
cond *% and perhaps. the moil favoured, of the fons 
of Conftantine, 

The voice of . the dying . ernperor had recom* Martacre 
mended the care of his funeral to the. piety of 
Conflantius ; and that prince* by the vicinity of 
his eaflern ftation, could easily prevent the dili- 
gence of his. brothers, who refided in their diftant 
government of Italy and Gaul. As foon as he 
had taken poffeffion. of the palace of Conftanti- 
nople, his firft care was to remove the apprehen* 
fipns of his kinfinen by a folemn oath, which ha 
pledged for their fecurity. His. next employment 
was to find fome fpecious pretence which might 
releafe his conference from the obligation of an 
imprudent promife. The arts of fraud were 
made fubferyient to the defigns of cruelty ; and a 
manifefl forgery was attefted by a perfon of the 
moil facred character. From the hands of the 
biihop of Nicomedia, Conftantius, received a &n 
tal fcroli, affirmed to be the genuine teftament of 
his father ; in which the emperor expreflijd his 
fufpicions that he had been poifoned by his bro*. 
thers ; and conjured his font to revenge his death, 

. 49 The character of Dalmatius is advantageoufly, though con- 
cifely drawn by Eutropius {x. 9). Dalmatius Csefar profperrima 
indole^neque patruo abfimilis, baud multo poft, eppreifuseft faclione 
militari. As both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention 
the third year of the Caefar,' which did not commence till the 18th 
or 14th of September , A.D. $37, it is certain that thefe military 
factions continued *bo*£ four months* 
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c h A P. and to confult th«ir own fefety by the punifhment 

Jt 1/ ill 

of the guilty *\ Whatever* reafons might have 



been alleged by thefe unfortunate princes to de- 
fend their life and honour againft fo incredible aa 
accufation, they were fiienced by the furious cla- 
mours of the foldiers, who declared therafelves, at' * 
once, their enemies, their judges, and their exe- 
cutioners.. The fpirit, and even the forms of le> 
gal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a pro- 
mifcuous maffacre ; which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, feven of his coufins, of whom Dai- 
matius and Hannibalianus were the mod illuftri- 
ous, the Patrician Optatus* who had married a 
fifter of the late emperor, and the Praefeft Abla* 
Vius, whofe power and riches had infpired him 
with fame hopes of obtaining the purple. If it 
were neceffary to aggravate the horrors of this 
bloody fcene, we might add, that Conftantiui 
himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of his uncle 
Julius, and that he had beftowed his fifter in 
marriage on his couiin Hannibalianus. Thefe 
alliances, which the policy of Conftantine* re* 
gardlefe of the public prejudice ■% had f6rmed 

between 

r 

m 

*• I have related this finfular anecdote on the authority of phi. 
loftorgius, ]. ii. c. 1 6. But if fucfc a pretext was ever lifed by 6on- 
ftantine-and his adherent*, it*wa« laid afide with contempt, aa fooft 
aa it had fcrrtd their immediate purpofe. Athananus (tom.i. 
p. S56.) mentions the oath which Conftantius had taken fur the Se- 
curity of his kinfincn. 

s« Conjugia fobrinanim din ignorata, tempore addfto pcrcrcboifle. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6. and Lipfius ad loc. The repeal of the ancient 
/aw, and the practice of five hundred years, were infufficient to 
eradicate the prejudice* 4f the Romans; who Mil confides** the 
fn^ujes of c ufms german* aa a fpecfeaof imperfect incest (Aff> 
|Mii de CiviUtc Dei, xt. *.); andJuUaa whofc mind was Waned 

Wy 
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between the feveral branches of the Imperial £ 3L&$- 
houfe, ferved only to convince mankind, that 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affe&ion, as they were infenfible to the 
ties of conlangninity, and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa- 
mily, G alius and Julian alone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius, were fav<*d from 
die hands of the aflafljns, till their rage, fatiat^d 
with daughter, had in fome meafure fubfided. 
The emperor Conftantius, who, in the abfence of 
his brothers, was the. mo ft obnoxious to guilt -and 
reproach, difcovered, on fome future occafions, 
a faint and tranfient remorfe for thofe cruelties, 
which the perfidious councils of his minifters, and 
the irrefiftible violence of the troops, had extorted 
from his unexperienced youth % \ 

The maflacre of the Flavian race was fucceeded Divifion of 
by a new divifion of the provinces; which was A. D.337, 

Sept. 1 x. 

by fuperftitlon and refentment, ftigmatizes theft unnatural alliances 
between hit own coufias with the opprobrious epithet of y*p*t «- •• 
^nfu/9 (Orat. viup. %%%y The jirrifprudence of the canons has 
Erice revived and enforced this prohibition, without being able to 
'Introduce it either into the civil or the common law of Europe. See 
m the futgect of thefe marriages, ^Taylor's Civil Law* p. $31. 
Brouer de Jure Connub. 1. ii. c. ia. Hericourt des Loix Ecclefiaf- 
tiques, part iii. c. 5. Fleury Institutions du Droit Canoniqne, 
tott. i. p. 331. Faris» 17*7, and Fra Paolo Iftoria del Concilio 
Trident, L viii. / 

s* Julian (ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. a70.) charges his coufiri Coa- 
ftantius with the whole guilt of a maflacre, from which he himfelf 
fb narrowly efcaped. His aflertion is confirmed by Athanafius, who, 
for reafons of a very different nature, was not left an enemy of Coa- 
ftantius (tom.i. p. S56.). Zofimus joins in the fame accufation. 
But the three abbreviate**, Eutropius and the Victors, ufe very qua- 
• lirytng expreffions ; " fmente potius quam jubente j" *' iacertum 
* <|u© flfrforc f *' vi IIlilitwn/ , 

K 3 «tifi^ 
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ratified in a perfonal interview of the three bro- 
thers. Conftantine, the eldeft of the Csefars, ob- 
tained with a certain pre-eminence of rank, the 
pbffeffion of the new capital, which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace, and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for the patri- 
mony of Conftantius ; and Conftans was acknow- 
ledged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa, 
and the weftern Illyricum, The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right ; and they condefcended, 
after fome delay, to accept from the Roman fe- 
nate, the title of Augufius* When they firft af- 
fumed the reins of government, the eldeft of thefe 
princes was twenty-one, the fecond twenty, and 
the third ojily feventeen, years of age s \ 

While th§ martial nations of Europe, followed 
the ftandards of his brothers, Conftantius, at the 
head of the effeminate troops of AfU, was left to 
ftiftain the "weight of the Perfian war. At the 
deceafe of Cpnftqntin?, the throne of the eaft wa$ 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormifdas, 
and grandfbn of Narfes, w^o, after the vi&ory 
of Galerius, had humbly confeffed the fuperiority 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
thirtieth year of hjs long rqgn, hp yras ftjll in the) 
vigour of youth, as the date of his acceffion, by a 
very ftrange fatality, had -preceded that of his 
birth. The wife of IJormoup remained pregnant 
at the time of her hufband's death ; and the un- 

*3 Eufeb, in Vit. Conftantin, l f iv. c. 6q. Zofimus, ! t ii. p. 117. 
Iflat. in Cbron. See two notes of Tillemont,'Hift, del Empereur?, 
torn. iv. p. 1086—1091. The reign of the eldeft brother at Cou- 
Itantinqplc iff noticed only in the Alexandrian ifhronicic. 

C^rtafoty 
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<&rtakity of the fex, as well as of the event, ex- C xynf' 
cited the ambitious hopes of the princes of the 
houfe of Saflan. The apprehenfions of civil war 
were at length removed, by the pofitive affurance 
of the Magi, that the widow of Hormouz had : 
conceived, and wotdd Jafely produce afon. Obe- 
dient to the voice of fuperftition, the Perfians v 
prepared, without delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay 
in ftate, was exhibited in the midft of the palace ; 
the diadem was placed on the fpot, which might 
t>£ fuppofed to conceaT the future heir of Arta- 
xerxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the ma-' 
jelly. of their invifible and infenfible fovereign 14 . 
If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale, 
whkh feems however to be countenanced by the 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of his reign, we muft admire not only 
the fortune, but the genius, of Sapor. In the 
foft fequeftered education of a Perfian haram, the 
royal youth could difcover the importance of ex- 
ercifing the vigour * of his mind and bddy ; and, 
by his perfonal merit, deferred a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet unconfciout 
of the duties and temptations of abfolute power/ 
His minority was expofed to the almoft inevitable 
calamities of domeftic difcord j~ his capital was: 

5+ Agathias, who.lived in the fixth century, is the author of this 
fUry (I. iv» p* 135 » edit. Louvre). He derived his information from 
feme extracts of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained aW translated 
by the interpreter Sergiua, during his embafly at that court. The 
coronation of the mother of Sapor is likewife mentioned by 
gcbikard (Tarjkh, p».ij6.) and d'Herbelot (Bibliotheque Orient 
talc, p. 763.). 

£4 furprifed 
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» 

€ ^H AB furprifed and plundered by Th&ir, 2 powtrfol- 
king of Yemen, Or Arabia ; and the majfeft J of 



the} royal fataily wis degraded by the captivity of 
aprinceft, the fifter of the deceafed king. But 
as foon as Sapor attained the age of manhdod, 
the prefumptuous Thair, his na&m, and his coun- 
try ^ fell beneath the firft effort~*of the young t*ar- 
riorj w*ho ufed his vi&ory with fo judicious at, 
mixture of rigour and clemency, that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
title of Dhoulaetmf) or prote&or of the nation % \ 
State of The ambition of the Ferftan, to whom his ene- 
tomaand ™<* afcrihe the virtues of a foldier arid a ftatef- 
Armenia, man, was animated by the defire of revenging the 
difgrace of his fathers, and of wtefting from thi 
hands of the Romans the five provinces beyoind 
the Tigris. The military fame of Conftantftie, 
and the real or apparent ftrength of His govern! 
raent,. fufpended the attack ; triid while die hot 
tile conduct of Sapor provoked the rerentmeftt, 
his artful negotiations amufed the patience of the 
Imperial colirt- The defetfc of Conftattlte was 
the fignal of war 3 % and the a&iai ocfeditioh rf 
the Syrian and Armenia ftontifcr, kerned to en* 
courage the Perfians by the profpeft of a ridj 
fpoil, and an eafy conqueft. The exaiflple of tht 
maflacres of the palace, diffufed afpirit of ifcefK 

U D'Hcrbdot^Bibliotbequc Orientate, p. 7«*. 

s* Seatus Ruftts (c. »6.)# who on this oecjfcm it do eofitem^t* 
iWc authority, affirms, that the Perfians foed in tain for Oeaee, an* 
tot Conftantine was preparing to march aaaiiift theftf : yet the ft* 
■erior weight of the teftiir ony of Eufcbrot, oVi^ca us to ddrflit th* 
preliminaries* if not the ratification* of the treaty* 8te TiikmoBt, 
tti&* def Kmpereurij torn. i?. p, 4*0, 

tfou&cft 
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tioufneft and fedition among the troops of the C xviif M 
caft, who were no longer restrained by their ha- w ^—i 
bits of. obedience to a veleran commander. By 
die prudence of Conftantius, who, from the in- 
terview with his brothers in Pannonia, imme- 
diately haftened to the banks of the Euphrates, 
the legions . were gradually reftored to a fenfe of 
duty and discipline; but the feafon of anarchy 
had permitted Sapor to form the fiege of Niiibis, 
and to occupy feveral of the moft important fort- 
ieses of Mefopotairiia 17 . In Armenia, the re- 
nowned Tiridates had long enjoyed the peace and 
glory which he deferred by his valour and fidelity 
to the caufe of Rome. The firm alliance which 
he maintained with Conftantine, was productive 
of fpiritual as well as of temporal benefits : by 
the conversion of Tiridates, the character of a 
feint Was appfied to that of a hero, the Chriffiari 
fcrith wis preached and eftablifhed from the Eu- 
phrates to die fiiores of the Cafpian, and Armenia 
was attached to die empire by the double ties of 
polity arid <rf rfcllgibm Brtt as many of the Ar- 
menian Hdbles &B1 refilled to abaiidon the plu- 
rality of their gods and of their wives, the pub* 
fie trirtquillity was (Kitilrbed by a difcoritetited 
feftion, which infuked the feeble age of their 
fovereign, arid impatiently expected the hour of 
his death. He died at length after a reign of j^jy^^ 
fifty-fix years, and the fortune of the Armenian 
monarchy expired with Tiridates. His lawful 
was driven into exile, the Chriltian priefts 

* 7 Julian. Orat i. p. 10. 

were 



lj$ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, ^ere either murdered or expelled from their 

YVTTT * ' 

churches, the barbarous tribes of Albania were 
folicited to defcend from their mountains ; and 
two of the moil powerful governors ufurping the 
enfigns or the powers of royalty, implored the 
affiftance of Sapor, and opened the gates of their 
cities to the Perfian garrifons. The Chxiftian 
party, tinder the guidance of the archfeilhop of 
Artaxata, the immediate fucceffor of St, Gregory 
the Illuminator, had recourfe to the piety of Coiv 
ftantiiis. After the troubles had continued about 
three years, Antiachus, . one of the officers of the 
houfefrold, executed r with fuccefs the Imperial 
commiffion of reftoring Chofroes, the fon of Ti- 
ridates, to the throne of his fathers, of diftribut- 
ing honors $nd rewards among the faithful fer*. 
vants of the houfe of Arfaces, and of proclaiming 
a general amnefty, which was accepted by the 
greater part of the rebellious Satraps. But. the: 
Romans derived more honour tbah advantage 
from this revolution. Chofroes was a prince of a, 
puny ftature, and a pufillanimous fpirit* Un* 
equal jto the fatigues, of war, averfe to the fociety; 
of mankind, he withdrew from his capital \o a re- 
tired palace, which he built on the banks of tjie river 
Elewtherus, and in the centre of a fhady grove ; 
where he confumed his vacant hours in the rural- 
fports of hunting and hawking. To fecure. this 
inglorious eafe, he Remitted to the conditions of 
peace which Sapor condefcended to impole j the 
payment of an annual tribute, and the reftitutjoqr 
of tfie fertile frpvince of Atropatene, 'wliich th$ 

. - YY CQurajje 
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courage of Tiridates, and the vi&orious arms ^^mf* 
of Galerius, had annexed to the Armenian mo- »\, -,—. j 
narchy 58 « 

During the long period of the reign of Con- The Per- 
ftarttius, the provinces of the eaft were affli&ed a.d.* 
by the calamities of the Perfian war. The irrc- 337- ^ 6a 
gular incurfions of the light troops alternately 
fpread terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris, 
and beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of 
Ctefiphon to thofe of Antioch \ and this active 
fervice was performed by the Arabs of the defert, 
who were divided in their intereft and afFe&ions ; 
fome of their independent chiefs being enlifted in 
the party of Sapor, whilft others had engaged 
their doubtful fidelity to the emperor 1 *. The 
more grave and important operations of the war 
were conduced with equal vigour ; and the ar- 
mies of Rome and Perfia encountered each other 
in nine bloody fields, in two of which Conftantius 
himfelf commanded in perfon 60 . The event of Battle of 

Singara, 

the 4*D»i4*r 

J* Julian. 0*at, i. p. 40, %\* . Mofes of Chorene* 1. \\. c, 89, 
I. i!i« c. i—9- p. ii6--«4o. The perfect agreement between 
the vague hints of the contemporary orator, and the circumftnntial 
narrative of tjic national hiftorjan, gives light to the former, and 
weight to the latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife 
obferved, that the name of Antiochus is found a few years before 
in a civil office of inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod. 
tom.vi: p. 350. 

59 Amrnianus (xiv. 4.) gives a lively defcription of the wandering 
and predatory life of the Saracens, who ftretched from the confines 
pf Aflyria to £he cataracTs of the Nile. It appears from the adven- 
tures of Malchus, which Jerom has relate^ in fo entertaining a man- 
per, that the high road between Beraea and Edefla was iufeftcd by 
thefe robbers. See Jiieronym. torn. i. p. %$6. 

60 We (hall take from Eutropius the general idea of the war 
(x, 10,), A Perfis eni» mulu et gravia perpeflus, faepc captis op. 

piditj, 
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C 3C/ttif" ^ ^ was mo ^ ' com,non ty adverfe tp the Ro- 
mans,, but in the battle of Singara, their imptu- 
dent Valour had almoft atchicved a fign^l and dc- 
eifiye^vi&ory* The ftationary troops of Singara 
retired on the approach of Sapor, who paffed the 
Tigris over three bridges, and occupied near the 
Tillage of Hilleh an advantageous camp, which, 
. by the labour of his numerous pioneers, lie fur- 
rounded in one day with a deep ditch, and a lofty 
rampart. His formidable hoft, when it was draWn 
. out in order of battle, covered the banks of the 
river, the adjacent heights, and the whole extent 
of a plain of above twelve miles, which feparated 
the two arinks. Both were alike impatient to 
engage ; but the Barbarians, after si flight refin- 
ance, fled in diforder ; unable to refift, or de- 
firous to weary, the ftrength of the heavy legions, 
who, fainting with heat and thiril, purfued them 
acrofs the plain, and cut in pieces a line of ca- 
valry, clothed ill complete armour, which had 
been ported before the gates of the camp to pro- 
tect their retreat. Conftantius, who was hurried 
alctag in the jftirfuit, attempted, without feffefit, 
to reftrain the ardour of his troops, by reprefent- 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching night, 

pidis, obfeflls orbibus, c*fis exercitibus, nulltimque e! contra Sa- 
porem profpemm pfaetium fuit, nifr quod apud Singarafri, 8cc This 
boneft account is confirmed by the hints of Ammianus,- Rufus, and 
% Jerom. The two fir ft orations of Julian, 2nd the third oration of 
Libanius, exhibit a more flattering picture ; but the recantation of 
froth thofe orators, after the death of Conftantius, while it reftores 
;t» to the jjofTcfllbii of the truth, degrades their own character, arid 
that of the emperor. The commentary of Spanheim on the flrft ora» 
tion of Julian is profufely learned. See likewife the judicious ob~ 
Ervititart •/ turnout, flift. 6es Empcrcurs, torn, i v. p. 6s*. 

and 
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and the certainty of completing their fuccefs with C ^£ 1 P ' 

die return of day. As they depended much 

more on their own valour, than on the experience 

or the abilities of their chief, they fiienced by their 

clamours his timid remonftrances ; and rulhing with, 

fiury to the charge, filled up the ditch, broke 

down the rampart, and difperfed thcmfelves 

through the tents to recruit their exhaufted 

flrength, and to enjoy the rich harveft of their , 

labours. But the prudent Sapor had watched the 

moment of viftory. His army, of which the 

greater part, feciirely polled on the heights, had 

been fpettators of the aftiofi, advanced in filence, 

and under the fhadow of the night ; and his fer- 

fian archers, guided by the illumination of the 

camp, poured a fhower of arrpws on a canned 

and licentious crowd. The fincerity of hiftory*' 

4eclares that the Romans were vanquished with a 

dreadful flaughter, and that the flying remnant 

of the legions was expofed to the moft intolerable 

hardships. Even the tenderne& of panegyric, 

topfeffing that the glory of the emperor was Jul- 

lied by the difobedience of his fbldiers, cl)ufe$ to 

draw a veil over the drpumftances of this melan- 

choly retreat. Yet one of thofe venal brators, fo 

jealous of the fame of Conftantius, relates with 

anaayapg coriaefs, ap aft of fuch incredible cruelty , 

as, in die judgment of poftertty, Jnuft imprint a 

hr deeper {bun on the honour of the Imperial 

name. The ion of Sapor, the heir of his orpwa, 

« •* Acerriml nofturat conoertatiooc pngnatnm eft, noftromn 
copusingentiftrageconibffis. Ammian. Jnriii. $. ict Ukcwifc Eq- 
tcopiu*, x.**. and S. Rufiu/c. »7« 

had 
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t xv ; ii P ^ a< * teen made a captive in the Perfian camp* 
v- w -' j The unhappy youth, who might have excited the 
compaffion of the moft lavage enemy, was fcourg- 
ed, tortured, and publicly executed by the inhu- 
man Romans 6 \ d 
s?ojreof Whatever advantages might attend the arms of 

Mifibis. Sapor in the field, though nine repeated victories 
diffufed among the nations the fame of his valour 
and condud, he could not hope to fucceed in die 
execution of his defigns, while the fortified towns 
of Mefopotamia, and above all, the ftrong and 
ancient city of Nifibis, remained in the poflef- 
fion of the Remans. In the fpace of twelve years, 
Nifibis, which fince the time of Lucullus, had 
been defervcdly efteemed the bulwark of the eaft, 
fuftained three memorable fieges againft the power 
34* 350. * of Sapor ; and the difappointed monarch, after 
urging his attacks above fixfy, eighty, and an 
hundred days y was thrice repulfed with lofs anJ 
ignominy 63 . This large and populous city was 
fituate about two days journey from the Tigris, 
in the midil of a pleafant and fertile' plain at the 
foot of niount Mafius. A treble inclofure of 
brick walls was defended by a deep ditch ** j and 
. . the 

61 Libarrius, 0rat. ul. p. 133. with Julian. Qr4t*i. p. 14. and 
Spanheim's Commentary, p. 179. 

*i See Julian. Orat. i. p. 17, Qrat. ii. p,6*, &c, with the Com- 
mentary of Spanheim (p. 1S8— 20*.), who ifloftrates the circum- 
ftances, and"»fcertaina the time of the three lieges of Nifibis. Their 
* dates are likewife examined by Tillemont (Hift. dcs Empere^urs, 

tbm»iv»p. 66S. 671. 674.)* Something is added from Zofimus, 
1. iii. p. 151* and the Alexandrine Chronicle, p, 190- 

6 4 Salluft. Fragment, lxxxir. edit* Broffes* and Plutarch in Lun 
cull. torn. Hi. p. 184. Nifibis is now reduced, to one hundred and 
fifty houfes ; the marihy lands produce rice, and the fertile meadows, 

as 
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jtfae Intrepid affiftance of Count Lucilianus, and c :3 *y£ I p ' 
-his garrifon, was feconded by the defperate cou- 
rage of the people. The citizens of Nifibis were 
animated by the exhortations of their bifhop 6 *, in- 
ured to arms by the prefence of danger, and con- 
vinced of the intentions of Sapor to plant a Per- 
fian colony' in their room, and to lead them away 
into diftant and barbarous captivity- The event 
of the two former fieges elated their confidence ; 
and exafperated the haughty fpirit of the Great 
King, who advanced a third time towards Nifi- 
bis, at the head of the united forces of Perfia and 
India. The ordinary machines invented to bat- 
ter or undermine the walls, were rendered inef- 
feftual by the fiiperior fkill of the Romans ; and 
many days had vainly elapfed, when Sapor em- 
braced a resolution, worthy of an eaftern monarch, 
who believed that the elements themfelves were 
fubje& to his power. At the ftated feafon of the 
melting of the fiiows in Armenia, the river Myg- 
donius, which divides the plain an$ the city of 
Nifibis, forms, like the Nile 66 , an inundation 

as far as Moful and the Tigris, are covered, with the ruins of town 
"and villages. See Niebuhr, Voyages, torn. ii. pi 300—309. 

6 s The miracles which Theodoret (1. ii. c. 30.) afcribes to St* 
James, bUhop of Edefla, were at lead performed in a worthy caufe, 
the defence of his country. He appeared on the walls under the 
figure of the Roman emperor, and fent an army of gnats to (ting 
the trunks of the elephants, and to difcomfit the hoft of the new 
Senacherib. ' • 

. & Julian Orat. i. p. 27. Though Niebuhr (torn', ii. p, 307.) al- 
lows a very confiderable fwell to the Mygdomus,over whfch he Jaw 
a bridge of twelve arches : it is difficult, however, to undcrftand 
this parallel of a* trifling rivulet with » mighty river. There are 
many cirvumftances obfeure, and almoft ainwtelligible, in the dc- 
/<?ription of thefe ftupendous water-works. 

7 ©Y«i 
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C xvm P " 0rcr *** a 4i acent country. By the labour of die 
Perfians, the courfe of the river was ftopt be- 
low the town, and the waters were confined on 
every fide by (olid mounds of earth* On this arti* 
ficial lake, a fleet of armed veftels filled with 
foldiers, an4 with engimes which difcharged (tones 
of five hundred pounds weight, advanced in order 
of battle, and engaged, almoft upon a level, 
the troops which defended the ramparts. The 
irrefijtible force of the waters \y?s alternately fetal 
to the contending parties* till at length a portion 
pf the walls, unable to fuftain the acpumulate4 
preflure, gave way at once, and expofed an axpplf 
breach of one hundred and fifty-feet, Tfie Per- 
sians were inftantly driven to the affault, and thf 
fate of Nifibis depended on the eyent of the day. 
The heavy-armed cavalry, wjio led the van of 3 
deep column, were embarrafl^d in the mud, and 
great numbers were drowned in the unfeen holq 
which had been filled by the rufhing waters. The 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, encreztf*- 
pd the diforder, and trampled down thqufands of 
the Perfian archers. The Great King, who, from 
an exalted throne, beheld the misfortunes of hie 
anqs, founded, with relu&ant indignation, the 
fignal of the retreat, *nd fufpended for fome hour* 
the profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 
citizens improved the opportunity of the- night ; 
and the return of day difcovered a new wall of fix 
feet in height, rifing every moment to fill up die 
interval of the breach. Notwithftandjng the dif- 
Appointment of his hopes, and the lofs of more 
than twenty thoufa^d men! Sapor jtftt prcffed the 

a "*" * redu&tai 
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redii&ion of Nifibis, with an obftinate firrhnefs, c l?Jl l T' 
which could have yielded only to the neceffity of c-y^J 
defending the eaftern provinces of Perfia againft 
a formidable invafion of the Maflagetse C7 . Alarm- 
ed by this intelligence, he haftily relinquiftied the 
iiege, and marched with rapid diligence from the 
banks of the Tigris to thofe of the Oxus; The 
danger Hid difficulties of the Scythian war en- 
gaged him foon afterwards to conclude, or at 
leaft to obfefve, a truce with the Roman em- 
peror, which was equally grateful to both princes j 
as Conftantius himfelf, after the deaths df his two 
brothers, was involved, by the devolutions of the 
Weft, in a civil eohteft, which required and feemed 
to exceed the moil vigorous exertion of his undi- 
vided flfength. 

After the partition of the empire, tfiree years Civil war, 
had fcardely elapfed before the fons of Gonftan- G f Con- 
tine feemed impatient to convince mankind that 5 an n nc * 
they were incapable of contenting theiiifelves March. 
With the dominions which they were unqualified 
to govern* The eldefl of thofe princes foon 
complained* that he was defrauded of his juft 
proportion of the fpoils of their murdered kinf- 
men ; and though he might yield to the fuperior 
guilt and merit of Conftantius, he exacted from 
Conftans, the ceflion of the African provinces, as 
an equivalent for the rich countries of Macedo- 
nia and Greece, which his brother had acquired 

67 We arc obliged to Zonarris (torn. ii. I. xiii. p. 11.) for this in- 
vafion of the MafTagetas, which is perfectly confident with the ge- 
neral feries of events -, to which we arc darkly led by the broken . 
hillory of Ammianus. 

Vol. Ifi. L by 
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C \vnf ' ^ the death of Dalmatius. The want of fin- 
cerity, which Conftantine experienced in a te- 
dious and fruitlefs negociation, exafperated the 
fiercenefs of his temper; and he eagerly lifteried 
to thofe favourites, who fuggefted to him that his 
honour, as well as his intereft, was concerned in 
the profecution of the quarrel. At the head of a 
tumultuary band, fuited for rapine rather than 
for conqueft, he fuddenly broke into the domi- 
nions of Conftans, by the way of the Julian Alps, 
and the country round Aquileia felt the firft ef- 
fects of his refentment. The meafures of Con- 
ftans, who then refided in Dacia, were dire&ed 
with more prudence and ability. On the news 
of his brother's invafion, he detached a feledt and 
difciplined body of his Illyrian troops, propofing 
to follow them in perfon, with the remainder of 
his forces. But the conduft of his lieutenants 
foon terminated the unnatural conteft. By the 
artful appearances of flight, Conftantine was be- 
trayed into an ambufcade, which had been con- 
cealed in a wood, where the rafli youth, with a 
few attendants, was furprifed, furrounded, and 
flain. His body* after it had been found in the 
obfcure ftream* of the Alfa, obtained the honours 
of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his provinces tranf- 
ferred their allegiance to the conqueror, who, re- 
fufing to admit his elder brother Conftantius to 
-any fliare in thefe new acquisitions, maintained the 
undifputcd poffeffion of more than two-thirds of the 
Roman empire "• 

The 

6H The caufes and the event* of this civil war are related with 
much perplexity and contradiction. I feavc chiefly followed Zo- 

naras, 
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» 

- The fate of Conftans himfelfwas delayed about c 3 Ji^ lI p ' 
ten years longer^ and the revenge of his brother's i_ - w - j 
death was referved for the more ignoble hand of J?unier of 

n» m ; . . & n Conftans, 

a domeltic traitor. The pernicious tendency of A.D. 3s=>» 
the fyftem introduced by Coriftantlne was dif- r<bruar y- 
played in the feeble adminiftfation of his fons; 
who, by their vices and weaknefs, foon loft the 
efteem and affe&ions of their people. The pride 
aflumed by Conftans, from the unmerited fuccefs 
of his arms, was rendered more .contemptible by 
his want of abilities and application. His fond 
partiality towards fome German captives, diftin- 
^uiftied only by the charms of youth, was ail ob- 
ject of fcandal to the people * 9 ; and Magnentius^ 
an ambitious foldier, who was himfelf of Barbarian 
extra&ion, was encouraged by the public difcon- 
tent to affert the honour of the Roman name 7 °i 
The chofen bands of Jovians and Herculians, 
who acknowledged Magnentius as their leader* 
maintained the moft refpe&able and important 

riaras, and the younger Victor. The monody (ad calcem Etitrop. 
edit. Havercamp.) pronounced on the death of Conftantinc* might 
have been very inftruclive ; but prudence and falfc taftc engaged the 
orator to involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

*9 Quartim (gentium) obftdes pfetlo qurtfitos ptferos venuftioreg, 
quod cultius habuerat, libidirie hujufmodi ariiffe pro ccrto babetdr. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conftans been publicly avowed, the 
elder Vidtor, who held a confidcrable office in his brother's reign, 
would not have afierted it in fuch pofitive terms. 

7° Julian. Orat. i. and ii. Zofim. 1. ii. p: 134. Victor in Epi- 
tome. There is reafon to believe that Magnentius was born in one 
of thofe Barbarian Colonies which ConftantiusChloriis had eftabliih- 
«d in Gaul (fee this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. tit.). His behaviour may 
remind us of the patriot earl of Leicefter, the famous Simon de 
Montfort, who could perfuade the good people of England, that 
fce, a Frenchman' by birth, had taken afras' to deliver them from 
foreign favourites. 

L 2 itation 
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c ** *p. ftation in the Imperial camp. The friendfhip of 
Marcellinus, count of the facred largefles, fup. 
plied with a liberal hand the means of fedu&on* 
The foldiers were convinced by the moft fpecious 
arguments, that the republic fummoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary fervitude ; and, by 
the choice of an aftive and vigilant prince, to re- 
Ward the fame virtues which had raifed the an* 
ceftors of the degenerate Conftans from a pri- 
vate condition to the throne of the world. As 
foon as the confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
Marcellinus, under the pretence of celebrating 
his fon's birth-day, gave a fplendid entertainment 
to the illufirious and honourable perfons of the court 
of Gaul, which then refided in the city of Autun. 
The intemperance of the feaft was artfully pro* 
traded till a very late hour of the night ; and the 
unfufpefting guefts were tempted to indulge 
themfelves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of 
converfation. On a fuddcn the dodrs were thrown 
open, and Magnenrius, who had retired for a 
few moments, returned into the apartment, in- 
verted with the diadem and purple. The con- 
fpirators inflantly faluted him with the titles of 
Auguftus and Emperor. The ftrrprife, the ter- 
ror, the intoxication, the ambitious hopes, and 
the mutual ignorance of the reft of the affembly, 
prompted them to join their voices to the general 
acclamation. The guards haftened to take the 
oath of fidelity ; the gate$ of the town were fhut ; 
and before the datvn of day, Magnentius became 
mafter of the troops and treafure of the palace and 
city of Autun, JJy his fecrecy and diligence he 

entertained 
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entertained fome hopes of furprifing the perfon CHAP* 
of Conftans, who was purfuing in the adjacent fo- 
reft his favourite amufement of hunting, or per- 
haps fome pleafures of a more private and cri- 
minal nature. The rapid progrefs of fame al- 
lowed him, however, an inftant for flight, though 
the defertion of his foldiers and fubje&s deprived 
him of the power of refiftance. Before he could 
reach a fea-port in Spain, where he intended to 
embark, he was overtaken near Helena 7 ', at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light cavalry, 
whole chief, regardlefs of the fan&ity of a temple, 
executed his commiifion by the murder of the fon 
of Conftantine 7 \ 

As foon as the death of Conftans had decided Magnen* 
this eafy but important revolution, the example of Vetranio 
the court of Autun was imitated by the provinces a ^ un y e *** 
of the weft. The authority of Magnentius was a : d. 35a, 
acknowledged through the whole extent of the 
two great praefe&ures of Gaul and Italy j and the 
ufurper prepared, by every z& of oppreffion, tp 
colled a treafure, which might difcharge the ob- 
ligation of an immenfe donative, and fupply the 
expences of a civil war. The martial countries 

7> This ancient city had once flouriflicd under the name of IN 
Kberis (Pomponius Mela, ii. 5.). The munificence of Conftantine 
gave it new fplcador, and his mother's name. Helena (it i* (H1J 
called Elnc) became the feat of a biihop, who long afterwards tranf- 
Jerred his refidence to Perpignan, the capital of modern Roufillon. 
See d'Anville Notice de 1'Ancienne Gaule, p. 380. Longuerue 
Defcription de )a France, p. %%$. and the Marca Hifpanica, 1. L 
c. a. 

n Zofimus, L. ii. p. 119, no. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 13. 
and the Abbreviaton* 

L 3 of 
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C W v A F" °^ I^y" cum > fr° m ^e Danube to the extremity 
of Greece, had long obeyed the government of ^ 
Vetranio, an aged general, beloved for the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and who had acquired 
fome reputation^ by his experience and fervices in 
war -. Attached by habit, by duty, and by gra- 
titude, to the houfe of Conftantine, he imme- 
diately gave the ftrongeft affurances Jo the only 
furviving fon of his late mafter, that he would 
expofe, with unfhaken fidelity, his perfon and his 
troops, to inflid a juft revenge on the traitors of 
GauL But the legions of Vetranio were feduced 
rather than provoked by the example of rebel- 
lion ; their leader foon betrayed a want of firmnefs, 
or a want of fincerity ; and his ambition de- 
rived a fpecious pretence from the approbation 
of the princefs Gonftantina. That cruel and 
afpiring woman, who had obtained from the great 
Conftantine her father the rank of Augtifta^ placed 
the diadem with her own hands on the head of the 
Illyrian general ; and feemed to expeft from his 
victory, the accomplifhment of thofe unbounded 
hopes, of which fhe had been difappointed by the 
death of her hufband Hannibalianus. Perhaps it 
was without the confent of Conftantina, that the 
new emperor formed a neceflary, though difho- 
flourable, alliance with the ufurper of the weft, 



1} Eutropius (x, 10.) defcribes Vetranio with more temper, and 
probabty with more truth, than either of the two Viclors. Vetranio 
was born of obfeure parents in the wildeft parts of Maefia • and fo 
much had his education been neglcftcd, that, after £is elevation, he 
fridied the alphabet. 

whofe 
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whofe purple was fo recently ftained with her t u \ P# 
brother's blood 7 \ ^1L 

The intelligence of thefe important events, Conftan- 
which fo deeply affe&ed the honour and fafety of fofc 8 r £ 
the Imperial houfe, recalled the arms of Conftan- treat - 
tius from the inglorious profccution of the Perfian " 3S ** 

war. He recommended the care of the eaft to 
his lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufin Gal- 
lus, whom he raifed from a prifon to a throne ; 
and marched towards Europe, with a mind agi- 
tated by the conflict of hope and fear, of grief 
and indignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in 
Thrace, the emperor gave audience to the am- 
baffadors of Magnentius and Vetranio. The firft 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, who in 
fome meafure had beftowed the purpje on his 
new mailer, boldly accepted this dangerous com- 
miffion; and his three colleagues were felefted 
from the illuftrious perfonages of the date and 
army. Thefe deputies were iriftru&ed to foothe 
the refentment, and to alarm the fears, of Con* 
ftantius. They were empowered to offer him 
the friendship and alliance of the wefteru princes, 
to cement their union by a double marriage ; of 
Conftantius with the daughter of Magnentius, 
and of Magnentius himfelf with the ambitious 
Conftantina; and to acknowledge in the treaty 
the pre-eminence of rank, which might juftly b$ 
clajnied by the emperor of the eaft. Should pride 
and miftaken piety, urge him to refufe thefe equi- 

74 The doubtful, flu&uating conduct of Vetranio is defcribed by 
Julian in his firft oration, and accurately explained by Spanheijn, 
Who difcuflcs the fituation and behaviour of Conftantina, 

L 4 table 
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G xvin P# ta ^ c conc tfti° ns > ^ e ambaffadors were ordered 
to expatiate on the inevitable ruin which mud at- 
tend his rafhnefs, if he ventured to provoke the 
fovereigns of the weft to exert their fyperior 
ftrength ; and to employ againft him that valour, 
thofe abilities, and thofe legions, to which the 
houfe of Conftantine had been indebted for fo 
many triumphs. Such proportions an4 fwch ar- 
guments appeared tq deferve Jhe moft ferious at- 
tention j the anfwer pf Gonftantius was deferre4 
till the next day ; and as he had reflected on the 
importance of juftifying a civil war in the opinio^ 
of the people, he thus addrefifed his council, who 
liftened with real or affefted credulity : " Laft 
f* night," faid he, " after I retired to reft, the 
f 4 fhade of the great Conftantine, embracing the 
corpfe of my murdered brother, rofe' before my 
eyes; his well-known voice awakened me ro 
revenge, forbad me to defpair of the republic, 
" and aflured me of the fuccefs and immortal 
f* glory which would crown the juftice pf my 
{< arms." The authority of fuch a vifion, or ra- 
ther pf the prince who alleged it, filenced every 
doubt, and excluded all negociatioru The igno- 
minious terms of peace were rejected with difdain. 
One of the ambaffadors pf the tyrant was dif. 
miffed with the haughty anfwer of Gonftantius; 
his colleagues, as unworthy of the privileges of 
the law of nations, were put in irons; and the 
contending powers prepared to wage an impla* 
cable war 75 . 

75 $cc Peter the Patrician, in the Excerpta Legationum* p. *7„ 

Such 
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Sudi was the conduft, and fuch perhaps was CHAP, 
the duty, of the brother of Conftans towards the « — u-li 
perfidious ufurper of Gaul. The fituation and Depofea 
chara&er of Vetranio admitted of milder mea- A.D. 350, 
feres ; and the policy of the eaftern emperor was Dcc * * 5 ' 
dire&ed to difunite his antagonift, and to fepa- 
rate the forces of Hlyricum from the caufe of re- 
belHon. It was an eafy talk to deceive the frank- 
nefs and fimplkity of Vetranio, who, flu&uating 
fome time between the oppofite views of honour 
and intereft, difplaye'd to the world the infincerity 
of his temper, and was kifenfibly engaged in the 
fitarcs of an artful negociation. Conftantius ac- 
knowledged him as a legitimate and equal col- 
league in the empire, on condition that he would 
renounce bis difgraceful alliance with Magnen- 
tius, and appoint a place of interview on the fron- 
tiers of their refpedtive provinces; where they 
might pledge their friend/hip by mutual vows of 
fidelity, and regulate by common confent the fu- 
ture operations of the civil war. In confequence 
of this agreement, Vetranio advanced to the city 
of Sardica 76 , at the head of twenty thoufand 
horfe, and of a more numerous body of infantry ; 
a power fo fair fuperior to the forces of Conftan- 
tius, that the Illyrian emperor appeared to com- 
mand the life and fortunes of his rival, who, de- 
pending on the fuccefs of his private negotia- 
tions, had feduced the troops, and undermined 

70 Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiii. p. 16. The pofition of Sardica, near 
the modern city of Sophia, appears better fuited to this interview 
{ban the fituation of either Natfius or Sirmium, where it is placed 
by Teram, Socrates, and Sozonaen, 

the 
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chap. the. throne, of Vetranio. The chiefs, who had 

XVII 

fecretly embraced the party of Conftantius, pre* 
pared in his favour a public fpe&acle, calculated 
to difcover and inflame the paffions of the multi- 
tude 77 . The united armies were commanded to 
affemble in a large plain near the city. In the 
centre, according to the rules of ancient difci- 
pline, a military tribunal, or rather fcaffold, was. 
ere&ed, from whence the emperors were accuf- 
tomed, on folemn and important occasions, to 
harangue the troops* The well-ordered ranfcs of 
Romans and Barbarians, with drawn fwqrds* or 
with erefted fpears, the fquadrons of cavalry, and 
the cohorts of infantry, difftnguiflied by the va- 
riety of their ajms and enfigns, formed an im-i 
menfe circle rouncl the tribunal - x ai\d the atten- 
tive filence which they pyeferved was fometimes 
interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of ap-i 
plaufe. In the prefence of this formidable <&flem-f 
bly, the two emperors were called, upon to explain 
the fituation of public affairs : the precedency of 
rank was yielded to tjie royal birth pf Conftantius ; 
^uid though l^e \vas indifferently feilletf in the arts 
of rhetoric, he acquitted himielf, under thcfq 
difficult circumftances, with firmnefs, dexterity, 
and eloquence. The firft part pf his oration 
feemed to be pointed only agairifi the tyrant of 
Gaul ; but while he tragically lamented the cruel 
pmrder of Conftans, he infinuated, that none^ 
except a brother, could claim a right to the fuc- 

"*% See the two firft orations of Julian, particularly p. 31.; and 
£qfi,rflus, 1. ii. p. x*z. The diftinct narrative of the hiftorian ferve* 
to illuftrate the diffufe, but vague, description? of the orator. 

4 ceffion 
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ceffion of his brother. He difplayed, with fome C yyf|f ' 
complacency, the glories of his Imperial racej 
?nd recalled to the memory of the troops, the 
valour, the triumphs, the liberality * of the great 
Conflahtine, to whofe fons they had engaged their 
Allegiance by an oath of fidelity, which the ingra- 
titude of his moil favoured fervants had tempted 
them to violate. The officers, who furrounded the 
tribunal, and were inflru&ed to aft their parts in 
this extraordinary fcene, confeffed the irrefiflible 
power of reafon and eloquence, by faiuting the 
emperor Conftantius as their lawful fovqreign. 
The contagion of loyalty and repentance was 
communicated from rank to rank ; till the plain 
pf Sardica refounded with the univerfal acclama- 
tion of " Away with thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long 
f 6 life and vi&ory to the fan of Conilantine ! Un-t 
ff der his banners alone we will fight and com- 
V quer." The fliout of . thoufands, their me- 
nacing geftures, the fierce clafhing of their arms, 
aftonifhed and fybdued the courage of Vetragio, 
who flood, amidft the defection of his followers, 
|n apxious ?uid filent fufpence, Inflead of em- 
bracing the lafl refuge of generous defpair, he 
tamely fubmitted to his fate ; and taking the dia- 
dem from his head, in the view of both armies, 
feU proflrate at the feet of his conqueror. Con- 
ftantius ufed his vi&ory with prudence and mo- 
deration; and raifing from the ground the aged 
fuppliant, whom he affefted to flyle by the en- 
dearing name of Father, he gave him his hand to 
defcend from the throne. The city of Prufa was 
afligned for the exile or retirement of the abdi- 
cated 
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cated monarch, who lived fix years in the enjoy- 
ment of eafe and affluence. He often exprefled 
his grateful fenfe of the goodnefs of Conftantius, 
and, with a very amiable fimplicity, advifed his 
benefa&or to refign the fceptre of the world, and 
to feek for content (where alone it could be found) 
in the peaceful obfcurity of a private condi- 
tion 



7« 



The behaviour of Conftantius on this memo* 
rable occafion was celebrated with fome appear* 
ance of juftice ; and his courtiers compared the 
ftudied orations which a Pericles or a Demof- 
thenes addreffed to the populace of Athens, with 
the victorious eloquence which had perfuaded an 
armed multitude to defert and depofe the objeft 
of their partial choice 79 . The. approaching con- 
teft with Magnentius was of a more ferious and 
bloody kind. The tyrant advanced by rapid 
marches to encounter Conftantius, at the head of 
a numerous army, compofed of Gauls and Spa- 
niards, of Franks and Saxons; of thofe pro* 
vincials who fupplkd the ftrength of the legions, 
and of thofe barbarians who were dreaded as the 
moil formidable enemies of the republic. The 

J* The younger Vi&or affigns to his exile the emphatical appel- 
lation of " Voluptarium otium." Socrates (1. ii. c. a$.) is the 
voucher for the correspondence with the emperor, which would 
fecm to prove, that Vetranio was, indeed, prope ad ftult&am fim- 

pliciflimus. 

79 Earn Conftantius . ♦ , . . iacundiae vi dejectum Imperio in 
privatum otium removit. Quae gloria poft natum Imperium foli 
proceffit eloquio clementiaque, &c. Aurehus Viclor, Julian, and 
Tbcmiftius (Orat. ill. and iv.), adorn this exploit with all the arti- 
ficial and gaudy colouring of their rhetoric, 

fertile 
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fertile plains ,p of the Lower Pannonia, between c JyA/ # 
the Drave, the Save, and the Danube, prefented 
a fpacious theatre; and the operations of the 
civil war were protra&ed during the fummer . 
months by the (kill or timidity of the combat- 
ants* 1 . Conftantius had declared his intention 
of deciding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the re- - 
membrance of the vi&ory which, on the fame 
aufpicious ground, had been obtained by the arms 
of his father Conftantine. Yet, by the impreg- 
nable fortifications with which the emperor en- 
compaffed his camp, he appeared to decline, ra- 
ther than to invite, a general engagement It 
was the obje& of Magnentius to tempt or to 
compel his adverfary to relinquifh this advanta- 
geous pofition; and he employed, with that view, 
the various marches, evolutions, and flratagems, 
which the knowledge of the art of war could fug- 
ged to an experienced officer. He carried by af- 
fault the important town of Sifcia; made an at- 
tack on the city of Sirmium, which lay in thd 
rear of the Imperial -camp j attempted to force a 
paflage over the Save into the eaftern provinces of 

80 Bufbequiut (p. 112.) traverfed the Lower Hungary and Scla- 
vonia at a time when they were reduced almoft to a defett, by the 
reciprocal hoftilitics of the Turks and Chriftians. Yet he mentions 
with admiration the unconquerable fertility of the foil j and obfcrvcs 
that the height of the graft was fufficient to conceal a loaded wag* 
gon from his fight. See likewife Browne's Travels, in Harris's 
Collection, vol. ii. p. 762, &c« 

*' Zofimus gives a veiy large account of the war, and the nego- 
ciation (1. ii. p. 113—130.). But as he neither (hews himfelf a fol. 
dier nor a politician, his narrative mult be weighed with attention! 
and received with caution. 

% Blyricum $ 
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CHAP. THyricum ; and cut in pieces a numerous detach- 
WIU ' ment, which he had allured into the narrow paffes 
of Adarne* During the greater part of the fum* 
mer, the tyrant of Gaul fhewed himfelf mafter 
of the field. The troops of Coiiftantius were ha- 
raffed and difpirited; his reputation declined in 
the eye of the world $ and his pride condefcended 
to folicit a treaty of peace, which would have rea- 
ligned to the affaflin of Conftans the fovereignty 
of the provinces beyond the AJps. Thefe offers 
were enforced by the eloquence of Philip the Im- 
perial ambaflador; and the council as well as 
the army of Magnentius were difpofed to accept 
them. But the haughty ufurper, cardefs of the 
remonftrances of his friends, gave orders that 
Philip fhould be detained as a captive, or at leafl 
as a hoftage ; while he difpatched an officer to re- 4 
proach Conftantius with the weaknefs of his reign* 
and to infult him by the promife of a pardon, if 
he would inftantly abdicate the purple. " That 
". he fhould confide in the juftice of his caufe, 
* c and the protedion of an avenging Deity," was 
the only anfwer which honour permitted the jsm- 
peror to return. But he was fo fenfible of the 
difficulties of his fituation, that he no longer 
dared to retaliate the indignity which had been 
offered to his reprefentative. The negociatioh 
of Philip was not, however, irieffe&ual, fince he 
determined Sylvanus the Frank, a general of 
merit and reputation, to defert with a confider- 
able body of cavalry, a few days before the battle 
of 31urfa. 
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The city of Murfa, or Effek, celebrated in mo- C H A p. 

i» • . XVIII 

dern times for a bridge of boats five miles in ^ - T -,!_f 
length, over the river Drave, and the adjacent * attieof 
moraffes**, has been always confidered as a place A -D. 351, 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag- s V*** 8, 
nentias dire&ing his march towards Murfa, fet 
fire to the gates, and, by a fudden affault, had 
almoft fcaled the walls of the town. The vigi- 
lance of the garrifon extinguiflied the flames ; the 
approach of Conflantius left him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the fiege ; and the em- 
peror foon removed the only obftacle that codld 
embarrafs his motions, by forcing a body of troops 
which had taken poft in an adjoining amphi- 
theatre. The field of battle round Murfa was a 
naked and level plain : on this ground the army 
of Conftantius formed, with the Drave on their 
right ; while their left, either from the nature of 
their difpofition, or from the fuperiority of their 
cavalry, extended far beyond the right flank of 
Magnentius 8 \ The troops on both fides re- 
mained under arms in anxious expeftation during 
the greateft part of the morning ; and the fon of 
Conftantine, after animating his foldiers by an • 
eloquent fpeech, retired into a church at fome 
diftance from the field of battle, and committed 

** This remarkable bridge, which is flanked with towers, and { 

fupported on large wooden piles, was conftrufted, A. D. 1566, by • 

Sultan Soliraan, to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. . 

See Browne** Travels, and Bufching's Syftem of Geography, vol. ii. . 
p. 90. 

** This pofition, and the fubfequent evolutions, are clearly, 
though conciftly, defcribed by Julian, Orat. i. p. 36. 
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c h a p. to ^jg generals the conduft of this decifive day H 
^j They deferved his confidence by the valour and 
military (kill which they exerted. They wifely 
began the a&ion upon the left; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line, 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
enemy, which was unprepared to refift the iin- 
petuofity of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Weft foon rallied, by the habits of difcipline j 
and the Barbarians of Germany fupported the re- 
nown of their national bravery. The engage- 
ment foon became general ; was maintained with 
various and Angular turns of fortune > and Scarcely 
ended with the darknefs of the night. The fig- 
nal vi&ory which Conftantius obtained is attri- 
buted to the arms of his cavalry. His cuiraffiere 
are defcribed as fo many mafiy ftatues of fteel^ 
glittering with their fcaly armour, and breaking 
with their ponderous lances the firm array of the 
Gallic legions. As foon as the legions gave way, 
the lighter and more aftive fquadrons of the fe- 
cond line rode fword in hand into the intervals^ 
and completed the diforder. In the mean while, 
the huge bodies of the Germans were expofed al- 
tnoft naked to the dexterity of the oriental archers j 
and whole troops of thofe Barbarians were urged 

** Sulpicius Severus, 1. fi. p. 405. The emperor paficd the day in 
prayer with Valens, the Ariart biihop of Murfa, who gained his con- 
fidence by announcing the fuceefc of the battle. M. de "Tilleibont 
(Hift. des Empereure, torn. iv. p. mo;) very properly reinarks the 
iilence of Julian with regard to the perfonal prowefs of Conftantiu* 
in the battle of Murfo. The filence of flattery is fomctifaes equal 
to the moft pofitive and authentic evidence. 
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by anguifti and defpair to precipitate themfelreS C x^uF* 
into the broad and rapid dream of the Drave 8s # 
The number of the flain was computed at fifty* 
four thoufand men, and the {laughter of the con- 
querors was more confiderable than that of the 
vanquifhed • 6 ; a circumftailce which proves the 
obftinacy of the conteft, and juflifies the obfeN 
Vation of an ancient writer, that the forces of the 
empire were confumed in the fatal battle of 
Murfa, by the lofs of a veteran army, fufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add new triumphs 
to the glory of Rome 87 . Notwithftanding the 
inve&ives of a fervile orator, there is not the 
leaft reafon to believe that the tyrant deferted his 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage- 
ment* He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his camp in the poffeffion of the 
enemy* Magnenrius then confulted his fafety, 

,$ Julian, Orat. i» p t $6, 37.; and Orat. ii. p. 59, 60. Zona* 
ras, torn. ii. t. xiiS. p. ij-. Zofimus, L1i« p» 130*-*/ 33* The laft 
of thefe celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menelaus, who could 
difcharge three arrows at the fame time ; an advantage Which, ac- 
cording to his apprehenfion of military affairs, materially contri- 
buted ta the victory of Conftantius. 

96 According to Zonaras, Conftantius,, out of $0,000 men, loft 
30,000; and Magnentius loft 24,000 out of 36,000. The other 
articles of this account feem probable and authentic, but the num- 
bers of the tyrant s armymuft have been miftaken, either by the 
author or his tranfcribers. Magnentius had collected the whole 
force of the Weft, Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable 
body, which cannot fairly be e&imated at lefs than 100,000 men. 
Julian, Orat. i. p. 34, 35. 

87 Ingentes R. I. vires ea dimicatione confumpt* funt, ad qua. 
libet bella externa idoneae, quae multum triumphorum poflent fecu- 
ritatifque conferre. Eutropius, x. 13. The younger Victor tx* 
preflcs himfelf to the fame effea. 

Voi^ra. M and 
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and throwing away the Imperial ornaments, «• 
fcaped with fome difficulty from the purfuit of the 
light horfe, who inceffantly followed his rapid 
flight from the banks of the Drave to the foot of 
the Julian Alps M . 

The approach of winter fupplied the indolence 
of Conftantius with fpecious reafons for deferring 
the profecution of the war till the enfuing fpring^ 
Magnentius had fixed his refidence in the city of 
Aquileia, and (hewed a feeming refolution to 
difpute the paflage of the mountains and morafles 
which fortified* the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The furprifal of a caftle in the Alps by 
the fecret march of the Imperialifts, could fcarcely 
have determined him to refinquifh the poffeflion 
of Italy, if the inclinations of the people had fup- 
ported the caufe of their tyrant i9 . But the me- 
mory of the cruelties exercifed by his mimfters, 
after the unfuccefsful revolt of Nepotian, had left 
a deep impreflion of horror and refentment on the 
minds of the Romans. That ralh youth, the fon 
cf the princefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Con- 
ftantine, had feen with indignation the fceptre of 
the Weft ufurped by ' a perfidious barbarian* 

* On this occafion, we muft prefer the unfufpected teftimony of 
"Zofimus and Zonaras to the flattering aflertions of Julian. The 
younger Victor paints the character of Magnentius in a lingular 
lights " Sermonis acer, animi tumid?, et immodice timidus; 
artifex tamen ad occultandam audaciae fpecie formidinem.'* Is it 
mod likely that in the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed 
by nature or by art ? I fhould incline for the latter. 

*9 Julian. Orat. i. p. 38, 39. In that place, however, as well 
as in Oration ii. p. 97, he inlinuates the general difpofition of the 
fenate, the people, and the foldiere of Italy, towards the party of 
the emperor. 

9. Arming 
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Arming a defperate troop of flaves and gladiators, C H 4P. 
he overpowered the feeble guard of the domeflic 
tranquillity of Rome, received the homage of the 
fenate, and affuming the title of Auguftus, pre* 
carioufly reigned during a tumult of twenty -eight 
days. The march of Tome regular forces put an 
end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellion was ex- 
tinguished in the blood of Nepotian, of his mo* 
ther Eutropia, and of his adherents ; and the pro- 
scription was extended to all who had contracted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con* 
ftantine 9# . But as foon as Conftantius, after the 
battle of Murfa, became mafter of the fea-coaft 
of Dalmatia, a band of noble exiles, who had ven* 
tured to equip a .fleet in fome harbour of the Ha- 
driatic, fought prote&ion and revenge in his vie* 
torious camp. By their fecret intelligence with 
their countrymen, Rome and the Italian cities 
were .perfuaded to difplay the banners of Conftan* 
tius on their walls. The grateful veterans, en- 
riched by the liberality of the father, fignaiized 
their gratitude and loyalty to the fon. The ca- 
valry, the legions, and the auxiliaries of Italy, 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Confiantius £ 
and the ufurper, alarmed by the general defer* 
tion, was compelled, with the remains of his 
-faithful troops, to retirfe beyond the Alps into tht 

9° The elder Vi&or defcribes in a pathetic manner the miferable 
Condition of Rome: "• Cujus ftolidum ingenium adeo P. R. patri- 
bufque exitio fuit, uti paflim domus, fora, vise, templaque, cruore, 
cadaveribufque oppkrentur buftorum modo." Athanalius (torn* i. 
p. 677.) deplores the fate of feveral illuftrious victims, and Julian 
(Orat. ii. p. 5 S.) execrates the cruelty of Marcellinus* the impla- 
cable enemy of th« houfe of Conitartinc. 

M a provinces 
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C xvnr > " provinces of Gaul. The detachments, however, 
t*»v— J "which were ordered either to prefs or to intercept 
the flight of Magnentius, conduced themfelves 
with the ufual imprudence of fuccefs ; and allowed 
him, in the plains of Pavia, an opportunity of turn- 
ing on his purfuers, and of gratifying his defpair 
by the carnage of a ufelefs vi&ory* 1 . 

**d d**'*? ^ e P r ^ e °^ Magnentius was reduced, by ro- 
of Mag- peated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain, for 
A.D. U 353, P eace * He firft difpatched a fenator, in whofe 
Auguftio. abilities he confided, and afterwards feveral bu 
fhops, whofe holy chara&er might obtain a more 
favourable audience, with the offer of refigning 
the purple, and the promife of devoting the re* 
mainder of his life to the fervice of the emperor* 
But Conftantius, though he granted fair terms of 
pardon and reconciliation to all who abandoned 
the ftandard of rebellion 9 *, avowed his inflexible 
refolution tcr inflift a juft puniflunent on the crimen 
of an aflaffin, whom he prepared to overwhelm 
on every fide by the effort of his vi&orious 
araiSv An Imperial fleet acquired the eafy pof- 
feflion of Africa and Spain, confirmed the waver- 
ing faith of the Moorifh nations, and landed a 
confiderable force, which paffed the Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the laft and fatal 
ftation of Magnentius 9J . The temper of the ty- 

9 1 ZoSm. 1. ii. p.. 133. Victor in Epitome. The panegyrifts of 
Conftantius, with their ufual candour, forget to mention this acci- 
dental defeat. 

9* Zonaras, torn. ii. J. xiii, p. 17. Julian, in ieveral places o£ 
the two orations, expatiates on the clemency of Conftantius to tht 
rebels. 

t) Zofim. LhVp. 133. Julian, Orat. i. p..4p..iL p. 74. 

$ rani^ 
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rant, which was never inclined to clemency, was chap, 
urged by diftrefs to exereife every a& of oppret 
fion which could extort an immediate fupply from 
the cities of Gaul 94 . Their patience was at 
length exhaufted ; and Treves, the feat of Prae- 
torian government, gave the fignal of revolt, by 
(hutting her gates againft Decentius, who had 
been raifed by his brother to the rank either of 
Csefar or of Auguftus 9 \ From Treves, Decen- 
tius was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was 
foon furrounded by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Conftantius had introduced 
into the civil diffenfions of Rome 9<s . In the mean- 
time, the Imperial troops forced the paflages of 
the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
Mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed the title of Re- 
bels on the party of Magnentius 97 . He was un- 

*4 Ammian. xv. 6. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 1*3. Julian, who (Orat. i. 
p. 40.) inveighs againft the cruel effe&s of the tyrant* defpair, 
mentions (Orat. i. p. 34.) the oppreffive edi&s which were dictated 
by his necefiities, or by his avarice. His fubje&s were compelled 
to purchafe the Imperial demefnes ; a doubtful and dangerous fpe- 
cies of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed 
to them as a treafonable usurpation. 

95 The medals of Magnentius celebrate the victories of the tw 
Augufti, and of the Csefar. The Cae&r was another brother, 
named Defiderius, See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. xv. 

P< 757* 

•* Julian, Orat. \. p. 40. if. p. 74. with Spanheim, p. 463. Hi§ 
Commentary illuftrates the tranfadtions ef this civil war. Mons 
Seleuci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles diftant 
from Vapincum, or Gap, an epifcopal city of Dauphine. See d'An* 
wille Notice de la Gaule, p. 464. ; and Lqnguerue Defcription de la 
France, p. 3*7. 

97 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 134. Liban. Orat. x. p. 26$, 269. The 
Utter moft vehemently arraigns this cruel and felfifh policy of Con- 
fcantius, '. 

M 3 able 



*64 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C xvn *" *kk to bring toother army into the field j the 
fidelity of his guards was corrupted ; and when he 
appeared in public to animate them by his exhort- 
ations, he was faluted with an unanimous fhout 
of " Long live the emperor Conftantius !'* The 
tyrant, who perceived thaj they were preparing to 
deferve pardon and rewards by the facrifice of the 
jnoft obnoxious criminal, prevented their defign 
by falling on his fword 9i ; a death more eafy and 
more honourable than he could hope to obtain 
from the hands of an enemy, whofe revenge would 
have been coloured with die fpecious pretence of 
juftice and fraternal piety. The example of fili- 
cide was imitated by Decentius, who ftrangled 

himfelf on the news of his brother's death. The 

• 

author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, had long 
fince difappeared in the battle of Murfa", and 
the public tranquillity was confirmed by the exe- 
cution of the furvjving leaders of a guilty and un- 
fuccefsful faction. A fevere inquifition was ex- 
tended over all who, either from choice or from 
compulfion, had been involved in the caufe of 
rebellion, Paul, furnajned Catena, from his fth 

9* Julian, Orat, 1. p, 40* Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 134. Socrates, I. ii, 
c. 3a. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 7. The younger Viclor defcribes his 
death with fonie horrid circumftances : TransfoiTo latere, ut erat 
▼afti corporis, vulncre naribufque et ore cruprem effundens, ex- 
fpiravit. If we can give credit to Zonaras, the tyrant, before he 
expired, had the pleafure of murdering with his own hands his 
mother and his brother Defiderius, 

99 Jutian (Orat. i. p. 58, 59.) feems at a lofs to determine, whe- 
ther he in Sifted on himfelf the punilhment of his crimes, whether 
Jie was drowned in the Drave, or whether he was carried by the 
avenging daemons f^om (he field qf t>att}e to bis defined place -of 
eternal tortures, 

pcript 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i6? 

pcrior flrill in the judicial exercife of tyranny, was c H A P. 
fent to explore the latent remains of the confpiracy 
in the remote province of Britain. The honeft in- 
dignation expreffed by Martin, vice praefeQ: of the 
ifland, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
guilt ; and the governor was urged to the necef- 
fity of turning againft his breaft the fword with 
which he had been provoked to wound the Im- 
perial minifter. The moft innocent fubje&s of the 
Weft were expofed to exile and confiscation, 
to death and torture ; and as the timid are always 
cruel, the mind of Conftantius was inacccffible to 

100 

mercy . 

. .*f° Amrpian. xiv. j. xxi, i4. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

* 

Conftantius fole Emperor.— Elevation at\d Heath of 
Callus. — Jianger and Elevation of Julian*— Sar- 
matian and Per/tan Wars. — Victories of Julian in 

Caul. 



C xix. Pl T"" 1 H E divided provinces of the empire were 
v-«v-^J X again united by the vi&ory of Conftantius } 
Xe"eu r - but as that feeble prince was deftitute of perfonal 
nuchs. merit, either in peace or war; as he feared his 
generals, and diftrufted his minifters ; . the triumph 
of his arms ferved only to eftablifh the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world, Thofe un* 
happy beings, the ancient produ&ion of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm ', were introduced into • 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury \ Their progrefs was rapid ; and the eu- 
nuchs, who in the time of Auguftus, had been 
abhorred, as the monftrou§ retinue of an Egyp* 
tian queen 3 , were gradually admitted intp the fa- 
milies 

x Ammianu8 (1. xiv. g. 6.) imputes the firft practice of caftratioq 
to the cruel ingenuity of Semjr^mis, who is fuppofed to have reign- 
ed above nineteen hundred years before Chrift. The ufe of eunuchs 
is of high antiquity, both in Alia and Egypt. They are mentioned 
in the law of Mofe , Deuteron. xxiii. i, See Goguet t Originesdei 
Loix, &c. Part i. I. i. c. 3, 
* Eunuchum dixti velle te ; 

Quia foljp utuntur his reginae-r~ — 

Tcrent. Eunuch, a& i. fcene a, 
This play is tranflated from M nander, and the original muft hart 
[ appeared foon after the eaftern conquefts of Alexander, 
i Mi'es . . fpadonibus 

Servire rugofis poteft. 

©rat, Carm. v. 9. and Dacier ad toe* 
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milies of matrons, of fenators, and of the em- chap. 

XIX 

pfcrors themfelves 4 . Reftrained by the fevere 
edi&s of Domitian and Nerva % cheriflied by the 
pride of Diocletian, reduced to an humble ftation 
by the prudence of Conftantine % they multiplied 
in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in- 
fertfibly acquired the knowledge, and at length 
the dire&ion, of the fecret councils of Conftan- 
tius. The averfion and contempt which man- 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that im- 
perfe& fpecies, appears to have degraded their 
chara&er, and to have rendered them almoft as 
incapable as they were fuppofed to be, of con* 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of perform- 
ing any worthy a&ion 7 . But the eunuchs were 

fkilled 

By the word/ ado y the Romans very forcibly exprefled their ab- 
horrence of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of 
eunuchs, which infcnfibly prevailed, had a milder found, and a more 
ambiguous fenfe. 

4 We need only mention Pofides, a freedman and eunuch of 
Claudius, in whofe favour the emperor proftituted fome of the moft 
honourable rewards of military valour. See Sueton. in Claudio, 
* . a£. Pofides employed a great part of his wealth in buildiog. 

Ut Spado vinccbat Capttolia noftra 
Pofides, 

Juvenal. Sat* xiv, 

5 Caftrari mares vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion* 
Caflius, 1. Ixvii. p. 1107. 1. lxviii p. 11x9. 

6 There is a paflage in the Auguftan Hiftory, p. 137, in which 
Itampridius, whilft he praifes Alexander Severus and Conftantine 
for reftraining the tyranny of the eunuchs, deplores the mifchiefs 
which they occafioned in other reigns. Hue accedit quod eunuchoa 
nee in confiliis nee in miniftertis habuit i qui fob principes perdunt, 
dum eos more gentium aut regum Perfarum volunt vivere ; qui a 
populo etiam amicuHmum femoventi qui internuntii funt, aliud 
quaro refpondetur referentesj cjaudeutes priori pem fuum, etagen- 
%cs ante omnia ne quid fciat. 

7 Xenophon (Cyrapoedia, 1. via. p. 540.) has ftated the fpecigua 
Vealgns w|u«b engaged Cyras to cntruft his perfon to the guard of 

cunuchif 
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C xix P * fl$kd in the arts of flattery aqd intrigue; and 
they alternately governed the mind of Confian- 
tius by his fears, his indolence, and his vanity \ 

Whilft he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 

< . . ... 

appearance of public profperity, he fupinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of tl& 
injured provinces, to accumulate irojnenfe trea- 
fures by the fale of juftice and of honours ; to 
difgrace the moft important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands 
the powers of oppreffion 9 , and p gratify their re- 
fentment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the protection of ilaves. 
Of thefe ilaves the moft diftinguiihed was the 
chamberlain Eufebius, who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with fuch abfolute fway, that Con- 
ftantius, according to the farcafm of an impartial 
hiftorian, poffeffed fome credit with this haughty 

eunuch?. He had obferved in animals, that although the practice of 
caftration might tame their ungovernable fiercenefs, it did not di- 
miniih their ftrength or fpirit ; and he perfuaded himfelf, that thofc 
who were feparated from the reft of human kind, would be more 
firmly attached to the perfon of their benefactor. But a long ex- 
perience has contradicted the judgment of Cyrus. Some particular 
inftances may occur of eunuchs diftinguiflied by their fidelity, their 
valour, and their abilities ; but if we examine the general hiftory of 
Ferfia, India, and China, we fhall find that the power of the eu- 
nuchs has uniformly marked the decline, and fall of every dynafty. 

8 See Ammianus Marcellinus, 1. xxi. c. 16. 1. xxii. c. 4. The 
whole tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves tojuftify the invectives of 
Mamertinus, of Libanius, and of Julian himfelf, who have infulted 
the vices of the court of Conftantius. 

9 Aurelius Victor cenfures the negligence of his fovereign in 
chufingthe governors of the provinces, and the generals of the army, 
and concludes his hiftory with a very bold obfervation, as it is much 
more dangerous under a feeble reign to attack the ministers than 
the matter himfelf. " Uti verum abfolvam brevi, ut Imperatore ipfo 
* clarius ita apparitorum pkrifyue roagis atrax nihil.'' 

favourite, 
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favourite 1 *. By his artful fuggeftions, the cm- chap* 
peror was perfuadcd to fubfcribe the condemna-. u -^-^j 
don of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houfe of Conftan- 
tine. 

When the two nephews of Coniiantine, Gallus Eduction 
and Julian, were fayed from the fury of the fol- Ld Julian. 
diers, the former was about twelve, and the latter 
about fix, years of age ; and, as the eldeft was 
thought to be of a fickly confutation, they ob- 
tained with the lefs difficulty a precarious and de- 
pendent life, from the affe&ed pity of Conflan* 
this, who was fenfible that the execution of thefe 
helpiefs orphans would have been efteemed, by 
all mankind, an a& of the moil deliberate 
cruelty "• Different cities of Ionia and Bithyma 
were afligned for the places of their exile and 
education ; but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he judged it 
more prudent to fecure thofe unhappy youths in 
the ftrong caftle of Macellum, near Caefaresu 
The treatment which they experienced during a 
fix years -confinement, was partly inch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicious ty- 

*• Apud quem (fi vefe dici debeat) multum Conftantiui ffotait* 
Ammian. 1. xriii. c. 4* 

11 Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. Hi. p. 90.) reproaches the apoftate 
with his ingratitude towards Mark, biihop of Arethufa, who had 
contributed to fave his life ; and we learn, though from a left re- 
spectable authority (Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn, in 
p. $i6>) 9 that Julian was concealed in the ikn&uary of a church. 

raau 
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chap. ran t ■*. Their prifon was an ancient palace, the 
t_- w -'j refidence of the kings of Cappadociaj the filia- 
tion was pleafant, the buildings {lately, the inclo- 
fure fpacious. They purfued their ftudies, and 
pra&fed their exercifes, under the tuition of the 
moil flrilful mailers ; and the numerous houfe- 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guard, 
the nephews of Conftantine, was not unworthy 
of the dignity of their birth. But they could not 
difguife to themfelves that they were deprived of 
fortune, of freedom, and of fafety ; fecluded 
from the fociety of all whom they could truft or 
efteem, and condemned to pafs their melancholy 
hours in " the company of flaves, devoted to the 
commands of a tyrant, who had already injured 
them beyond the hope of reconciliation. At 
length, however, the emergencies of the (late 
compelled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to 
invefl Gallus, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
Gaitus dc- with the title of Casfar, and to cement this poli- 
JLr^ " tical connexion by his marriage with the pxincefs 
tiuh 51 Conflantina. After a formal interview, in which 
the two princes mutually engaged their faith 
never to* undertake any thing to the prejudice of 
each other, they repaired without delay to their 
• refpe&ive ftations. Conftantius continued his 
inarch towards the Weil, and Gallus fixed his re* 



» The moft authentic account of the education and adventures 
of Julian, is contained in* the epiftle or manifefto which he himfelf 
addrefled to the fenate and people of Athens. Libanius (Orat. Pa- 
rentalis), on the fide of the Pagans, and Socrates (I. hi. c. i.)> 
on that of the Chriftians, had preferred fcveral interesting cir- 
cumstances. . 

fidence 
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fidence at Antioch, from whence, with a delegated c ha p; 
authority, he admimftered the five great dio- u-y^-i 
cefes of the eaftern praefe&ure '*• In this fortu- 
nate change, the new Caefar was not unmindful 
of his brother Julian, who obtained the honours 
of his rank, the appearances of liberty, and the 
reftitution of an ample patrimony 14 . 

The writers the molt indulgent to the memory Cruelty 
of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he prudence 
wiflied to call a veil over the frailties of his bro- o£ G^"* 
ther, are obliged to confefs that the Caefar was in- 
capable of reigning. Tranfported from a prifon 
to a throne, he pofleffed neither genius ndr appli- 
cation, nor docility to compenfate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morofe and violent, inftead of being corre&ed, 
was foured by folitude and adverfity ; the remem- 
brance of what he had endured, difpofed him to 
retaliation rather than to fympathy; and the un- 
governed fallies of his rage were often fatal to 
thofe who approached his perfon, or were fub- 
je& to his power"* Conftantina, his wife, is 

defcribed, 

n For the promotion of Gallus, fee Idatius, Zofimus, and the 
two Victors. According to Philoftorgius (1. iv. c. i0» Theophi- 
hw, an Arian bifhop-, was the witnefs, and, as it were, the gua- 
rantee, of this folemn engagement. He fupported that character 
with generous firmnefs $ but M. de TiHemont (Hift\ des Erape- 
teurs, torn. iv. p. nao.) thinks it very improbable that aa heretic 
ihould have pofleffed fuch virtue. 

h Julian was at firft permitted to purfue his ftudies at ConftantU 
aople, but the reputation which he acquired foon excited the jea* 
toufy of Conftantius \ and the young prince was advifed to with- 
draw himfelf to the lefs confpicuous fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia, 

** See Julian ad S. P. Q^A, p. »;t. Jerom. in Chron. Aureliua 
Vidorj Buttopiui , x. 14. I foali copy the words of Eutropius, wh* 

wxet* 
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°xix P# described, not as woman, but as one of the in- 
fernal furies tormented with an infatiate third of 
human blood l6 » Inftead of employing her in- 
fluence to infinuate the mild counfels of prudence 
and humanity, fhe exafperated the fierce paifion* 
of her hufband ; and as (he retained the vanity, 
though fhe had renounced the gentlenefs of her 
fex, a pearl necklace was efteemed an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and virtuous 
nobleman 17 . The cruelty of Gallus was feme- 
times difplayed in the undiffembled violence of 
popular or military executions; and was fome*- 
times difguifed by the abufe of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houfes of 
Antioch, and the places of public refort, were be- 
fieged by fpies and informers; and the Carfar 
himfelf, concealed m a plebeian habit, very fre- 
quently condefcended to aflume that odious cha- 
racter. Every apartment of the palace, was adorn- 
ed with the inftruments of death and torture, and 
a general confternation was diffufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the JEaft, as if he 

wrote his abridgment about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, 
when there was no longer any motive either to flatter or to depre- 
date his charafter. " Multia incivilibus geftis Gallus Caefar . . . vir 
«« natura ferox et ad tyraunidem pronior, fi fuo jure imperare 
«• licuiffet. ,, 

f ,6 Megssra quidem mortalis, inflammatrix fsovientis aflidua, hu- 
*wni cruoris avida, Sec. Ammian. MarceUin. I. xiv. c. i. The fin- 
cerlty of Ammianus would not fuffer him to mifreprefent fa&s or 
characters, 'but his love of ambitious ornaments frequently betrayed 
him into an unnatural vehemence of expreffion. 

*7 His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime 
w*a a refufal to gratify the defircs of his mother-in law ; who foli- 
cited his death, becaule flae had bectt difappointed of his love. Am- 
nian, 1, xiv. c. i. 

had 
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had been confeious how much he had to fear* c 5.£ p% 
and. how little he deferved to reign, fele&ed for the Wy^> 
obje&s of his Tefentment, the provincials accufed 
of fome imaginary treafon, and his own courtiers* 
whdm with more reafon he fufpe&ed of incenfing* 
by their fecret correfpondence, the timid and fuf- 
picious mind of Conftantius. But he forgot that 
he was depriving himfelf of his only fupport, the — 

afFe&ion of the people ; whilft he furnifhed the 
malice of his enemies with the arms of truth, and 
afforded the emperor the faireft pretence of ex± 
ailing the forfeit of his purple, and of his life *\ 

As long as the civil war fulpended the fete of Maflacre 
the Roman world, Conftantius dfllembfed his periaimi* 
knowledge of the weak and cruel admSniftration ^f jj 8 ' ., 
to which his choice had fubjeded the Eaftj and 
the difcovery of fome affaffins, fecretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and the 
Carfarwefe united by the feme intereft, and pur* 
fued by the feme enemies ,f . But when the vie* 
to'ry was decided in favour of Conftantius, his de- 
pendent colleague became lefs tdeful and lefs for« 
midable. Every rircumftance of his condudt was 
feverely and fufpicioufly examined, and it was pit 
Vately refolved, either to deprive Gallus of the 

,f See in Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 1.7.) a very ample detail of the 
cruelties of Gallits. His brother Julian (p. *>*.) infinuates, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft him; and Zofimua 
names (I. ii. p. 135.) the perfons engaged in it ; a minifter of con- 
fiderable rank, akfd two obfeure agents, who Were refolved to make 
their fortune. 

x » Zonaras, 1. xiii. tonuii. p. 17, 18. The affaulns had fedaced 
a great number of legionaries ; but their defigns were difcovercd 
and revealed by an old woman in whofe cottage they lodged. 

purple, 
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chap, purple, or at leaft to remove him from the indo- 
lent luxury of Afia to the hardfhips and dangers 
of a German war. The death of Theophilus, 
confular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
of fcarcity had been maflacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almoft at the 
inftigation, of Gallus, was juftly refented, not 
only as^n, aft of wanton cruelty, but as a dan- 
gerous infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftan- 
tius. Two minifters of illuftrious rank, Domi- 
tian, the Oriental praefeft, and Montius, quaefto* 
of the palace, were empowered by a fpecial com- 
miffion to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft. 
They were inftru&ed to behavq towards Gallus 
with moderation and refped, and, by the gentled 
arts of perfuafion, to engage him to comply with 
the invitation of his brother and colleague. The 
raflmefs of the praefett difappointed thefe prudent 
meafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, 
Domitian patted difdainfully before the gates of 
the palace, and alleging a flight pretence of in* 
difpofition, continued feveral days in fullen re- 
tirement, to prepare an inflammatory memorial, 
which he tranfmitted to the Imperial court. 
Yielding at length to the preffing felicitations of 
Gallus, the praefeft condefcended to take his feat 
in council ; but his firft ftep was to fignify a con- 
cife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Caefar fhould immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would punifh his de- 
lay or hefitation, by fufpending the ufual allow- 
ance of his houfehold. The nephew and daughter 

of 
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t>f Conftantine, who could ill brook the infolence chap.* 

XIX* 

of a fubjeft, expreffed their refentment by in- 
ftantly delivering Domitian to the cuftody of a 
guard* The quarrel ftill admitted of fome terms 
of accommodation^ They were rendered imprac± 
ticable by the imprudent behaviour of Mon- 
tius, a ftatefman, whofe art and experience were 
frequently betrayed by the levity of his difpo* 
fition ao . The quaeftor reproached Gallus in haughty 
language, that a prince who was fcarcely au- 
thorized to remove a municipal magiftrate fhould 
prefume to imprifori a Praetorian praefeft ; con- 
voked a meeting of the civil and military officers ; 
and required them, in the name of their fore- 
reign, to- defend the perfon and dignity of hi* 
reprefentatives. By this rafh declaration of war, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to 
embface the moft defperate counfels. He or- 
dered his guards to ftand to their arms, aflembled 
the populace of Antioch, and recommended to their 
zeal the care of his fafety and revenge; His com- 
mands were too fatally obeyed. They rudely 
feizefd the praefeft and the quaeftor, and tying 
their legs together with ropes, they dragged 
them through the ftreets of the city, . infli&ed 
a thoufand infults and a thoufand wounds on thefc 
unhappy vi&ims, and at laft precipitated their 

• 

i0 In the rjfefent text of Ammfarius, We read, Afper > quidem, fed 
ad knitatem propenfior ; which forms a fentence of contradictory 
lionferife. With the aid of an old rilanufciipt, Valefivs has rectified 
£he firft of thefe corruptions, and we perceive a ray of )i£ht in the 
fnbftitution of the wotd wafer. If we venture to change lenitatem 
ifitd letoitatem, this alterarion of a fingle letter will render the whole 
pafTage clear arid confiftent. 

Vol. IIL N mangled 
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c *j[ * p - mangled and lifelefs bodies into the ftream of the 

<„ - v - lt j Orontes". 

ous 1 fitlu- ^ er ^ U( * a deed, whatever might have been 
tion of the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
battle that he could affert his innocence with any 
hope of fuccefs. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weak* 
nefs. Inftead of affuming the title of Auguftus, 
inftcad of employing in his defence the. troops 
and treafures of the Eaft, he fuffered himfelf td 
the deceived by the affected tranquillity of Con- 
ftantius, who, leaving him the vain pageantry of 
a court, imperceptibly recalled the veteran le- 
gions from the provinces of Alia. But as it ftill 
appeared dangerous to arreft Gallus in his capital, 
the flow and fafer arts of diffimulation were prac- 
tiled with fuccefs. The frequent and preffing 
epiftles of Conftantius were filled with profeflions 
of confidence andfriendfhip; exhorting the Catlap 
to difcharge the duties of his high ftation, to re* 
Keve his colleague from a part of the public cares, . 
and to afiift the Weft by his prefence, his coun- 
fels, and his arms. After fo many reciprocal in* 
juries, Gallus had reafon to fear and to diftruft. 
But he had negle&ed the opportunities of flight 
and of refiftance ; he was feduced by the flatter* 
ing afiurance? of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough foldier, difguifed the 

41 Inftead of being obliged to colled (battered and imperfeft hint* 
lrom various fources, we now enter into the full ftream of the hiftory, 
of Ammianus, and need only refer to the fevcnth and ninth chapter! 
of his fourteenth book. Philoftorgius, however (1. Hi. c. %t,) f 
though partial to Callus, JhouU not be entirely oyerlooked. 

• 

mod 
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moft artful insinuation j and he depended on the c ^^ p * 
credit of his wife Conftantina, till the unfeafonable «u - w Aj' 
death of that princefs completed the ruin in which 
he had been involved by her impetuous paf- 
fions". 

After a long delay, the relu&ant Casfar fet for- His dif. 
wards on his journey to the Imperial court. From ' §2th 
Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the wide £.0.354. 

* v- » • • • i i December, 

extent of his dominions with a numerous and 
ftately train ; and as he laboured to conceal his 
apprehenfions from the world, and perhaps from 
himfelf, he entertained the people of Conftan- 
tinople with an exhibition of the games of the 
circus. The progrefs of the journey might, how- 
ever, have warned him of the impending danger. 
In all the principal cities he was met by miniftera 
of^pfldence, commiffioned to feize the offices of 
government, to obferve his motions, and to pre- 
vent the hafly fallies of his defpair. The perfon* 
difpatched to fecure the provinces which he left 
behind, pafled him with cold falutations, or af- 
fe&ed difdain ; and the troops, whofe ftation lay 
along die public road, were ftudioufly removed 
eta his approach, left they might be tempted to 
offer their fwords for the fervice of a civil war * 3 . 

** She had preceded her huiband ; but died of a fever on the road* 
at a little place in Bithynia, called Ccenum Gallicaniim. 

** The Thebsean legions, which were then quartered at Hadria- 
nople, fent a deputation to Gidlus, with a tender of their frrvices* 
Ammtaa* 1. xtv. c. n. The Notitia (f. 6. jo. 38. edit. Labb.) 
mentions three feveral legions which bore the name of Thebsan. 
The zeal of M. de Voltaire, to deftroy a defpicable though cele- 
brated legend, has tempted him on the flighted grounds to deny 
the exiftence of a Tbebcan legion in the Roman armies. See 
Ocuvresdc Voltaire, torn. xv. p. 414. quarto edition, 

N 2 After 
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°xi* P ' ^ t€r G^us had been permitted torepofe hint* 
felf a few days at Hadrianople, he received, a 
mandate, expreffed in the mod haughty and ab- 
folute ftyle, that his fplendid retinue lhould halt 
in that city, while the Caefar himfelf, with only 
ten poft-carriages, Ihould haflen to the Imperial 
refidence at Milan. / In this rapid journey, tha 
profound refpeft which was due to the brother 
and colleague of Conftantius, was infenfibly 
changed into rude familiarity ; and Gallus, who 
difcovered in the countenances, of the attendants 
that they already confidered themfelves as his 
guards, and might foon be employed as his exe- 
cutioners, began to accufe his fatal rafhnefs, and 
to recolleft with terror and remorfe the conduS 
by which he had provoked his fate* The difii- 
mulation which had hitherto been preferved, was 
laid afide at Petovio in Pannonia. He was con- 
duced to a palace in the fuburbs, where the ge- 
neral Barbatio, with a feleft band of foldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, expe&ed the arrival of his illuftrious 
vi&im. In the clofe of the evening he was ar- 
retted, ignominioufly dripped of the enfigns of 
Caefar, and hurried away to Pola in Iftria, a fe- 
queftered prifon which had been fo recently pol- 
luted with royal blood. The horrbi 1 which he felt 
was foon increafed by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, with 
the affiftance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded 
to interrogate him concerning the adminiftration 
of the Eaft. The Caefar funk under the weight 
of fhame and guilt, confeffed all the criminal 

a&ions* 
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a£Hons, and all the treafonable defigns with which c H ^ p - 
he was charged ; and by imputing them to the s^-^^j 
advice of his wife, exafperated the indignation 
of Gonftantius, who reviewed with partial prejudice 
the minutes of the examination. The emperor was 
eafily convinced, that" his own fafety was incom- 
patible with the life of his coufin : the fentence of 
death was figned, difpatched, and executed ; and 
the nephew of Conftantine, with his hands tied 
behind his back, was beheaded in prifon like the 
vileft malefa&or **. Thofe who are inclined to 
palliate the cruelties of Conftantius, aflert that he 
foon relented, and endeavoured to recal the bloody 
mandate ; but that the fecond meffenger entrufted 
with the reprieve, was detained by the eunuchs, 
who dreaded the unforgiving temper of Gallus, 
and were defirous of reuniting to their empire the 
wealthy provinces of the Eaft * s . 

Befides the reigning emperor, Julian alone TheDan- 
furvived,' of all the numerous pofterity of Con- efcape of 
ftahtius Chlorus, The misfortune of his royal J ul,dli * 
birth involved him in the difgrace of Gallus, 
From his retirement in the happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to 

• H Sec the complete narrative of the journey and death of Gallus 
in Ammianus, 1. 14. c. n. Julian complains that his broihtr was 
put to death without a trial ; attempts to juftify, or at Jeaft to tx- 
cufe, the cruel revenge which he had inflicted on his enemies ; but 
feems at laft to acknowledge that he might juftly hay* been deprived 
of the purple. 

*5 Philcftorgius, 1. iv. c. 1. Zonaras, 1. xiii. torn. ii. p. 19. Ewt 
the former was partial towards an Arian monarch, and the latter 
tranferibed, without choice or criticifm, wbattver he found In the 
writings of the ancients. 

\ , N3 the 
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C xix P " ^ e court °^ Mil 311 ; where he languished above 
feven months, in the continual apprehenfion of 
fufFering the fame ignominious death, which was 
daily infli&ed, almoft before his eyes, on- the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family. 
His looks, his geftures, his filence, were fcrutinized 
with malignant curiofity, and he was perpe- 
tually aflaulted by enemies, whom he had never 
offended, and by arts to which he was a ftranger *\ 
But in the fchool of adverfity, Julian infen- 
fibly acquired the virtues „of firmnefs and dif- 
cretion. He defended his honor, as well as 
his life, againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome decla- 
ration of his fentiments ; and whilft he cau- 
tioufly fupprefTed his grief and refentment, he 
jiobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any 
feeming approbation of his brother's mfcrder, 
Julian mod devoutly afcribes his miraculous de- 
liverance to the prote&ion of the Gods, who had 
exempted his innocence from the fentence of de- 
finition pronounced by their juftice againft thq 
impious houfe of Conftantine * 7m As the mod efc 
fe&ual inftrument pf their providence, he grate* 

16 Sec Ammianus Marcellin, L xv. c. x. 3. 8. Julian htmfelf, 
in his epiftle to the Athenian?, draws a very lively and juft picture 
of his own danger, and of his fentiments. He thews, however, a 
tendency to exaggerate his fuffcrings, by insinuating, though in ob- 
fcure terms, that they lafted above a year j a period which cannot 
be reconciled with the truth of Chronology. 

x 7 Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the family of 
Conftantine into an allegoric?! fable, which is happily conceived and 
agreeably related. It forms the conclufion of the feventh Oration, 
from whence it has been detached and tranflated by the Abbe de U 
Pleterie. Vei de Jovien, torn, ij, p« 3SJ-W40J. 

fuJly 



CHAP. 
XIX. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 183 

fully acknowledges the fteady and generous friend- 
ihip of theemprefsEufebia* 8 , a woman of beauty 
and merit, who, by the afcendant which fhe had 
gained over the mind of her hufband, counter- 
balanced, in fome meafure, the powerful con- 
fpiraey of the eunuchs. By the interceffion of his 
patronefs, Julian was admitted into the Imperial 
prefence ; he pleaded his caufe with a decent 
freedom, he was heard with favour ; and, notwith- 
ilanding the efforts of his enemies, who urged 
the danger of fparing an avenger of the blood of 
Gallus, the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevailed 
in the council. But the effe&s of a fecond in- 
terview were dreaded by the eunuchs ; and Ju- 
lian was advifed to withdraw for a while into the 
neighbourhood of Milan, till the empefor thought He is fent 
proper to aflign the city of Athens for the place £ £>?£"£ 
of his honorable exile. As he had difeovered Ma y- 
from his earlieft youth, a propenfity, or rather 
paffion, for the language, the manners, the learn* 
Log, and the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed 
with pleafure an order fo agreeable to his withes* 
.Far from the tumult of arms and the treachery 
of courts, he fpent fix months amidft the groves 
of the academy, in a free intercourfe with the 
philofophers of the age, who ftudied to cultivate 
the genius, to encourage the vanity, and to in- 
flame the devotion of their royal pupil. Their 

** She was a native of Theflalonica in Macedonia, of a nobis 
family, and the daughter at well as fitter of confuls. Her marriage 
w'th the emperor may be placed in the year 35a. In a divided ape, 
the hiftorians of all parties agree in her praifes. See their tefti- 
moniet collected by Tilkmont, Hilt, des Empercurs, torn. iv« 
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C xix P# labours were not unfuccefsful ; and Juliaa in* 
i_,.- r -*^ violably prefcrved for Athens that tender regard, 
which feldom fails to arife in a liberal mind, from 
the recolle&ion of the place where it has difcovered 
and exercifed its growing powers. The gentle- 
nefs and affability of manners, which his temper 
fuggefted and his fituation impofed, infenfibly 
engaged the affe&ions of the ftrangers, as well as 
citizens, with whom he converted. Some of his 
fellow-ftudents might perhaps examine his beha- 
viour with an eye of prejudice and averfion ; but 
Julian eftablifhed, in the fchool of Athens, a ge- 
neral prepofieflion in favour of his virtues and 
talents, which was foon diffufed over the Roman 
world 19 , 
•fcrcaiied Whilft his hotirs were paffed in ftudious retire- 

to Milan, ment, the emprefs, refolute to atchieve the gene- 
rous defign which fhe had undertaken, was not 
unmindful of the care of his fortune. The death 
of the late Csefar had left Conftantius inverted 
with the fole command, and opprefled by the ac* 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Before 
the wounds of civil difcord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. The Sarmatians no longer re- 

** Libanius and Gregory Nazianzen have exbaufted the arts as 
well as the powers of their eloquence, toreprefent Juli n as the firft 
of heroes, or the worft of tyrants.' Gregory was his fellow-ftudent 
at Athens ; and the fymptoms which he fo tragically defcribes, of 
the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only to fome bodily 
imperfections, and to fome peculiarities in his fpeech and manner. 
He proteffs, however, that he then forefaw and foretold the cala- 
mities of the church and ftate (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p. iai, 

fpe&ed 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 185 

fretted the barrier of the Danube. The im- c JAP- 
punity of rapine had increafed the boldnefs and 
jiumbers of the wild Ifaurians : thofe robbers de- 
fended from their craggy mountains to ravage 
the adjacent country, and had even prefumed, 
though without fuccefs, to befiege the important 
city of Seleucia, which was defended by a garri- 
Fon of three Roman legions. Above all, the Per- 
fian monarch, elated by viftory, again threatened 
the peace of Afia, and the prefence of the em- 
peror was indifpenfably required, both in the 
Weft, and in the Eaft. For the firft time, Con- 
ftantius fincerely acknowledged, that his fingle 
ftrength was unequal to fuch an extent of care and 
pf dominion 3o . Infenfible to the voice of flattery, 
which affured him that his all-powerful virtue, 
and celeftial fortune, would (till continue to 
triumph pver every obftacle, he liftened with 
complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gra- 
tified his indolence, without offending his fufpi- 
cious pride. As (he perceived that the remem- 
brance of Gallus dwelt on the emperor's mind, 
{he artfully turned his attention to the oppofite 
chara&ers of the two brothers, which from their 
infancy had been compared to thofe of Domitian 
and of Titus 3I . She accuftomed her hufband to coa- 

3° Succumbere tot neceflitatibus tamque crebris unum fe quod 
nunquam fecerat aperte demonftrans. Ammian. 1. xy. c. 8. He 
thep exprcffe8, in their own words, the flattering aflurances of the 
courtiers. 

J* Tantum a temperatfe moribus Juliani differensfratis quantum 
inter Vefpafiani fiiios fuit, Domitianum et Titum. Ammian. 1. xiv. 
c. ii. Ths circumftances and education of the two brothers were 
fo nearly the fame, as to afford a ftrong example of the innate dift 
fcrence of characters. 

fider 
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chap, fider Julian as a youth of a mild unambitious dif- 
pofition, whofe allegiance and gratitude might bfc 
fecured by the gift of the purple, and who was 
qualified to fill, with honour, a fubordinate fta- 
tion, without afpiring to difpute the commands, 
or to fhade the glories, of his fovereign and bene- 
faftor. After an obftinate, though fecret ftruggle, 
the oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fubmitted 
to the afcendency of the emprefs j and it was re- 
folved that Julian, after celebrating his nuptials 
with Helena, fifter of Conftantius, ihould be ap- 
pointed, with the title of Caefar, to reign over the 
countries beyond the Alps 3 \ 

Although the order which recalled him to court 
was probably accompanied by fome intimation of 
his approaching greatnefs, he appeals to the 
people of Athens to witnefs his tears of undiflem- 
bled forrow, when he was reluftantly torn away 
from his beloved retirement". He trembled for 
his life, for his fame, and even for his virtue ; and 
his fole confidence was derived from the perfua- 
fion, that Minerva infpired all his actions, and 
that he was prote&ed by an invifible guard of 
angels, whom for that purpofe fhe had borrowed 
from the Sun and Moon, He approached with 
horror the palace of Milan ; nor could the in- 
genuous youth conceal his indignation, when he 
found himfelf . accofted with falfe and fervile re- 
fpe& by the affaffins of his family. Eufebia, re- 

3 » Ammianus, 1. xv. c.S. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 137, 13S. 

» Julian, ad S. P. Q^ A. p. 275, 076. Libanius. Orat. x. 
p. *6S. Julian did not yield till the Gods had fignified their will by 
repeated vifions and omens. His piety then forbade him to rcfift. 
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joking in the fuccefs of her benevolent fchemes, c xix P * 
embraced, him with the tendernefs of a fitter ; and 
endeavoured, by the mod foothing careffes, to 
difpel his terrors, and reconcile him to hig for* 
tune. But the ceremony of (having his beard, 
and his awkward demeanour, when he firft ex- 
changed the cloak of a Greek philofopher for the 
military habit of a Roman prince, amufed, during 
9 few days, the levity of the Imperial court 3 \ 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious that 
their nomination (hould be ratified by the con* 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafion, the 
guards, with the other troops whofe ftations were 
in the neighbourhood of Milan, appeared under 
arms ; and Conftantius afcended his lofty tri- 
bunal, holding by the hand his coufin Julian, 
who entered the fame day into the twenty-fifth 
year of his age 35 . In a ftudied fpeech, conceived 
and delivered with dignity, the emperor repre* 
fented the various dangers which threatened the 
profperity of the republic, the neceffity of naming 
a Caefor for the administration of the Weft, and 
his own intention, if it was agreeable to their 
wiihes, of rewarding with the honours of the 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine, The approbation of the foldiers was 

3 * Julian himfelf relates (p. 174), with fome humour, the circum- 
fiances of his own metamorphofis> hi* downcaft looks, and hi* 
perplexity at being thus fuddenly tranfported into a new world, 
where every object appeared ftrange and hoftile. 

3 s See Aramian, Marcellin. 1. xv. c. 8. Zofimua, 1. Hi. p. 139. 
Aureiius Viflor. Victor Junior in Epitom. Eutrop. x. 14. 
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chap, teftified by a refpe&fiil mumur : they gazed on* 
the manly countenarice of Julian, and obferved 
with pleafure, that the fire which fparkled in his 
eyes was tempered by a modeft blufh, on being 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 
view of mankind, A$ foon as the ceremony of 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius 
addrefTed him with the tone of authority, which 
his fuperior age and ftation permitted him to af- 
fume ; and exhorting the new Caefar to deferve, 
by heroic deeds, that facred and immortal name, 
the emperor gave his colleague the ftrongeft af- 
furances of a friendftiip which fliould never be 
impaired by time, /lor interrupted by their repara- 
tion into the moft diftant climates. As foon as 
the fpeech was ended, the troops, as a token 
of applaufe, clafhed their fhields againft their 
knees 36 ; while the officers who furrounded the 
tribunal expreffed, with decent referve, their fenfe 
of the merits of the reprefentative of Corjftan- 
tius. 

The two princes returned to the palace in the 

ciared fame chariot ; and during the flow proceffion, Ju- 

A?D. r 355, "* an rc P eate d to himfelf a verfe of his favourite 
Nov. 6. Homer, which he might equally apply to his for- 
tune and to his fears 37 . The four-and- twenty 

3 * Militares omnes horrendo fragore fcuta geriibus illidentes; 
quod eft profperitatis indicium plenum; nam contra cum ha'tis clypci 
feriuntur, ire documentum eft cfcdoloris. . . . Ammianus adds, 
with a nice diftinclion,. Eumque ut potiori reverentia fervaretur, neg 
fupra modum laudabant nee infra quam decebat. 

37 EAXa£t 9ro£pt>£e©- &vxr&-, Kui fAOig» xgccTan. The word pwfle 9 
which Homer had ufed as a vague but common epithet for death,' 
wai applied by Julian to expreft, very aptly, the nature and object 
of his own appreuenfions. 

8 day* 
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days which the Caefar fpent at Milan after his in- chap. 
veftiture, and the firft months of his Gallic reign^ 
were devoted to a fplendid, but fevere captivity } 
Hor coujd the acquifition of honour compenfate for 
the lofs of freedom 38 . His fleps were watched, 
his correipondence was intercepted ; and he was 
obliged, by prudence, to decline the vifits of his 
mod intimate friends. Of his former domefticS, 
four only, were permitted to attend him; two 
pages, his phyfician, and his librarian ; the laft of 
whom was employed in the care of a valuable col* 
leftion of books, the gift of the emprefs, who 
ftudied the inclinations as Well as the intereft of 
her friend. In the room of thefe faithful fer- 
vants, an houfehold was formed, fuch indeed as 
became the dignity of a Caefar : but it was filled 
with; a crowd of flaves, deftitute, < and perhaps in- 
capable of any attachment for their new mailer, 
to whom, for the moft part, they were either un- 
known or fufpe&ed. His want of experience 
might require the afliftance of a wife counfel ; but 
the minute inftruftions which regulated the fer-- 
vice of his table, and the diftribution of his hours, 
were adapted to a youth flill under the difcipline 
of his prseceptors, rather than to the fituation of 

a prince intruded with the conduct of an im- 

c 

# He reprefents, in the mofl pathetic terms (p. 277.% the dif- 
trefs of his new fitua'ion. The provifion for his table was however 
fo elegant and fumptuous, that the young philofopher reje&ed it 
with difdain. Qmimlegeret libellum aflidue, quern Conftantius lit 
privignum ad ftudia mittens manft fua conferipferat, przlicenterdif- 
ponens quul jn convivio Caefaris impendi deberet, l'hafianum, et 
Vulvam et lumen exigi vetuit et inferri. Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xvu 
C. 5. 

portant 



ipo THE DECLINE AND PALL 

chap, portant war* If he afpired to deferve th€ efteettt 
of his fubje&s, he was checked by the fear of dif- 
pleafmg his fovcreign ; and even the fruits of hi* 
marriage-bed were blafted by the jealous artifices 
of Eufebia *' herfelf, who, on this occafion alone, 
feems to have been unmindful of the tendernefe 
of her fex, and the generofity of her chara&er. 
The memory of his father and of his brothers re- 
minded Julian of his own danger, and his appre- 
heniions Were increafed by the recent and un- 
tatai end worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummer which 
of Syiva. preceded his own elevation, that general bad been 
A.D.355, chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of the 
Scptcm- Barbarians ; but Sylvanus foon difcovered that he 
had left his moft dangerous enemies in the Im- 
perial court. A dexterous informer, counte- 
nanced by feveral of the principal minifters, pro* 
cured from him fome recommendatory letters ;. 
and crazing the whole of the contents, except the 
fignature, filled up the vacant parchment with 
matters of high and treafonable import* By the 
induflry and courage of his friends, the fraud was 
however dete&ed, and in a great council of the 

* If we recoiled that Conftantine, the father of Helert*, died 
above eighteen years before in a mature old age, it will appear pro- 
bable, that the daughter, though a virgin, could not be very young 
. ^$t the time of her marriage. She was foon afterwards delivered of 
a fon, who died immediately, qu6dobftetrix corrupt* mercede, raox 
natum prsefe&o plufquam convenerat umbilico nccavit. She accom- 
panied the emperor and emprefs in their journey to Rome, and the 
latter, quxfitum venenum bibere per fraudem itiexit, ut quotief- 
cunquc concepitfet, immaturum abjiceret par turn. Ammian. 1. xvi. 
c. io. Our phyficians will determine whether there exifts fuch a 
poifon. For my own part, I am inclined to hope that the public 
malignity imputed the effects of accident as the guilt of Eufebia. 

civil 
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citil aild military officers, held in the prefence of c £ix P ' 
thfi emperor himfelf, the innocence of Sylvan us u .. «— ■■* 
wa$ pubiicly acknowledged. But the difcovery 
came too late ; the report of the calumny and the 
hafty feizure of his eitate, had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which he 
was fo unjuftly accufed. He affumed the purple 
at his head-quarters of Cologne, and his aftivc 
powers appeared to menace Italy with an invafion, 
and Milan with a fiege. In this emergency, Ur- 
ficinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by an 
a& of treachery, the favour which he had loft by 
his eminent ferviees in the Eaft. Exafperated, as 
he might fpecioufly allege, by injuries of a fimilar 
nature, he haftened with a few followers to join 
the llandard, and to betray the confidence, of his 
too credulous friend. After a reign of only 
twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was aflaffinated : 
the ibldiers who, without any criminal intention, 
had blindly followed the example of their leader, 
immediately returned to their allegiance ; and 
the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wif- 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had ex- 
tinffiiHhflri a civil: war without the hazard of a 
battle *. 

The protection of the Rhastian frontier, and Conftwi- 
the perfecutkm of the Catholic, church, detained r^!** 
Cpaftantius in Italy above eighteen months after ^ P- 357. 
the departure of Julian. Before the emperor re- pn * * 
turned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 

4» Ammianus (xv. 5) was perfectly well informed of the conduft 
.tad fate of Sylvanus. He himfelf was one of the few followers whQ 
attended Urficinus in his dangerous enterprife. 
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C xix P# ^^fity * n a V ^ *° ^ c ancient capital *'. He 
proceeded from Milan to Rome along the iEmii 
lian and Flaminian ways ; and as foon as he ap- 
proached within forty miles of the city* the march 
of a prince who had never vanqiiifhed a foreign 
enemy, afTumed the appearance of a triumphal 
proceflion. His fplendid train was compofed of 
all the minifters of luxury ; but in a time of pro- 
found peace, he was encompaffed by the glitter* 
mg arms of the numerous fquadrons of his guards 
and cuiraffiers. Their ftreaming banners of filk, 
emboffed with gold, and fhaped in the form of 
dragons, waved round the perfon of the em- 
peror* Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re* 
iplendent with gold and precious gems ; and, ex- 
cept when he bowed his head to pafs under the 
gates of the cities, he affe&ed a ftately demeanour 
of inflexible, and, as it might feem, of infenfible 
gravity. The fevere difcipline of the Perfian 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs into 
the Imperial palace ; and fueh were the habits of 
patience which they had inculcated, that, during 
a flow and fultry march, he was never feen to 
move his hand towards his face, or to turn his 
eyes either to the right or to the left. He' was 
received by the magiftrates and fenate of Rome; 
and the emperor furveyed, with attention, the civil 
honours of the republic, and the confular images 
of the noble families. The ftreets were lined 

** For the particulars of the vifit of Conftantius to Rome, fee 
Ammianus, 1. xvi. c. 10. We have only to add, that Themiftius 
was appointed deputy from Conftantinople, and that he compofed 
his fourth oration for this ceremony* 

with 
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with an innumerable multitude. Their repeated C xix. P " 
acclamations exprefled their joy at beholding, 
after an abfence of thirty-two years, the facred 
perfon of their fovereign ; and Conftantius him* 
felf exprefled, with fome pleafantry, his affe&ed 
furprife that the human race fhould thus fuddenly 
be colle&ed on the fame fpot. The fon of Con- 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
Auguftus : he prefided in the fenate, harangued 
the people from the tribunal which Cicero had fo 
often afcended, afEfted with unufual courtefy at 
the games of the Circus, and accepted the crowns 
of gold, as well as the panegyrics which had been 
prepared for the ceremony by the deputies of the 
principal cities. His fhort vifit of thirty days 
was employed in viewing the monuments of art 
and power, which were fcattered over the feven 
hills and the interjacent valleys. He admired the 
awful majefty of the capitol, the vaft extent of 
the baths of Caracalla and Diocletian, the fevere 
fimplicity of the pantheon, the maffy greatnefs of 
the amphitheatre of Titus, the elegant archi- 
tecture of the theatre of Po'mpey and the Temple 
of Peace, and, above all, the (lately ftrudure of 
the Forum and column of Trajan } acknowledg- 
ing, that the voice of fame, fo prone to invent 
and to magnify, had made an inadequate report 
of the metropolis of the world. The traveller, 
who has contemplated the ruins of ancient Rome, 
may conceive fome imperfect idea of the fenti- 
ments which they nxuft have infpired when they 
reared their heads in the fplendoux of unfullied 
beauty. . % 

Vol. III. O The 
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C xix P * ^ c fatisfa&ion which Conftantius had received 
i w „_f from this journey excited him to the generous 
^bcuj* emulation of heftowing on the Romans fome me- 
morial of his own gratitude and munificence. 
His firft idea was to imitate the equeftrian and 
coloffal ftatue which he had feen in the Forum of 
Trajan; but when he had maturely weighed the 
difficulties of the execution 4 *, he chofe rather to 
embellifli the capital by the gift of an Egyptian 
obelifk. In a remote but po&flied age, which 
feems to have preceded the invention of alpha* 
betical writing, a great number of thefe obeli&s 
had been erefted, in the cities of Thebes and He- 
Eopolis, by the ancient fdvereigns of Egypt,, 
in a juft confidence that the fimplicity of theis 
form, and the hardnefs of their fubftance, would 
refill the injuries of time and violence 43 . Several 
of thefe extraordinary columns had been tranf- 
ported to Rome by Auguftus and his fuccefibrs* 
as the moft durable monuments of their power 
and vi&ory ** ;, but there remained one obeliik, 

4* Hormifdas, a fugitive prince of Perfia,, obferved to the em- 
peror, that if. he made fuch a horfe, he muft think of preparing^ 
fimilar (table (the Forum of Trajan). Another faying of liormif- 
das is recorded, " that one thing only had dlfplcafed him, to 6nd' 
**• that men died at Rome as well as elfewhere." If we adopt this* 
reading of the text of Ammianus {dtj^liculjfe inftead of ptaewfle), we 
may can fid er it as a reproof of Roman vanity. The contrary fenfc 
would be that of a mifanthrope. 

♦J When Germanicus vifited the ancient monuments of Thebes, 
the ekteft of the priefts explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero- 
glyphics. Tacit A*inal. ii. c. 6o. But it feems probable, that be- 
fore the ufeful invention of an alphabet, thefe natural or arbitrary 
figns were the common characters of the Egyptian nation. See 
Warburton's Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. Hi. p. 69—243. 

44 Sec Plin. Hift NatuivLxxxvi. c. 14,, 15. 

winch* 
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which, from its fize or fanftity, efcaped for a long c *^£ p * 
time the rapacious vanity of the conquerors. It \_ w - y 
was defigned by Conftantine to adorn his new 
city 45 ; and, after being removed by his order 
from the pedeftal where it ftood before the Temple 
of the Sun at Heliopolis, was floated down the 
Nile to Alexandria. The death of Conftantine 
fufpended the execution of his purpofe, and this 
obelifk was deftined by his fon to the ancient 
capital of the empire. A veflel of uncommon 
ftrength and capacioufnefs was provided to con* 
vey this enormous weight of granite, at leaft an 
hundred and fifteen feet in length, from the 
banks of the Nile to thofe of the Tyber. The 
Obelifk of Conftantius was landed about three 
miles from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and labour, in the great Circus of 
Rome *\ 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome was The Qua- 
haftened by the alarming intelligence of the Sarmatian 
diftrefs and danger of the Illyrian provinces* J a ^ - 
The diftra&ions of civil war, and the irreparable 35*, 3J9- 
lofs which the Roman legions had fuftained in 
the battle of Murfa, expofed thofe countries, 
almoft without defence, to the light cavalry of 

45 Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xvti. c. 4. He gives us a Greek inter- 
pretation of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Lindenbro* 
gius adds a Latin infcription, which, in twenty verfes of the age of 
Conftantius, contain a (hort hiftory of the obeliflc, 

46 See Donat. Roma Antiqua. 1. iii. c. 14. 1. iv. c. 12. and the 
learned, though confufed, Diflertation of Bargazus on Obeli (ks, in* 
ferted in the fourth volume of Grevius's Roman Antiquities, 
p. 1S97— 1936. This Diflertation is dedicated to Pope Sixtus V. 
who creeled the obelJflt of Conftantius in the fquare before the pa- 
triarchal church of St. John Lateran. 

Oz the 



196 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C xix P " ^ e Barbarians 5 an( ^ particularly to the inroads 
of the Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, who 
feem to have exchanged the inftitutions of Ger- 
many for the arms and military arts of their Sar- 
matian allies 47 . The garrifons of the frontier 
were infufficient to check their progrefs ; and the 
indolent monarch was at length compelled to, 
affemble, from the extremities of his dominions, 
the flower of the Palatine troops, to take the 
field in perfon, and to employ a whole campaign, 
with the preceding autumn and the enfuing 
fpring, in the ferious profecution of the war. 
The emperor paffed the Danube on a bridge of 
boats, . cut in pieces all that encountered his 
march, penetiated into the heart of the, country 
of the Quadi, and feverely retaliated the calami- 
ties which they had infli&ed on the Roman pro- 
vince. The difmayed Barbarians were foon re- 
duced to fue for peace f they offered the reftitution 
of his captive fubje&s, as an atonement for the 
pad, and the nobleft hoftages as a pledge of their 
future condufl:* The generous courtefy which 
was fhewn to the firft among their chieftains who 
implored the clemency of Conftantius, encou- 
raged the more timid, or the more obftinate, to 
imitate their example ; and the Imperial camp was 
crowded with the princes and ambaffadors of the 
mofl diflant tribes, who occupied the plains of 
the Lefler Poland, Ind who might have deemed 
themfelves fecure behind the lofty ridge of the 
Carpathian mountains. While Conftantius gave 

47 The events of this Quadian and Sarmatian war are related by 
Ammianui, xvi. 10. xvii. 12, 13. xix. 11. 

i laws 



OF THE ROMAN EMPtRE. 197 

laws to the Barbarians beyond the Danube, he chap. 
diftinguiflied "with fpecious compaflion the Sar- 
matian exiles, who had been expelled from their 
native country by the rebellion of their flaves, 
and who formed a very confiderable acceffion to 
the power of the Quadi. The emperor, em- 
bracing a generous but artful fyftem of policy, 
releafed the Sarmatians from the bands of this 
humiliating dependence, and reftored them, by 
a feparate treaty, to the dignity of a nation 
united under the^government of a king, the friend 
and ally of the republic. He declared his refo- 
lution of afierting the juftice of their caufe, and 
of fecuring the peace of the provinces by the ex- 
tirpation, or at leaf): the banifhment, of the Li- 
migantes, whofe manners were ftill infe&ed with 
the vices of their fervile origin. The execution 
of this defign was attended with more difficulty 
than glory. The territory of the LimigaAtes was 
protected againft the Romans by the Danube, 
againft the hoftile Barbarians by the Teyfs. The 
marfhy lands which lay between thofe rivers, and 
were often covered by their inundations, formed 
an intricate wildernefs pervious only to the inha- 
bitants, who were acquainted with its fecret paths 
and inacceffible fortrefles. On the approach of 
Conftantius, the Limigantes tried the efficacy of 
prayers, of fraud, and of arms ; but he fternly 
reje&ed their fupplications, defeated their rude 
ftratagems, and repelled with (kill and firmnefs 
the efforts of their irregular valour. One of 
their moft warlike tribes, eftablifhed in a fmall 
ifland towards the conflux of the Teyfs and the 

O 3 Panube, 
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CHAP. Danube, confented to pafs the rivet with the in- 
tention of furprifing the emperor during the 
Security of an amicable conference* They foon 
became the vi&ims of the perfidy which they 
meditated. Encompafled on every fide, tram* 
pled down by the cavalry, flaughtered by the 
fwords of the legions, they difdained to afk for 
mercy; and with an undaunted countenance (till 
grafped their weapons in the agonies of death* 
After this victory a confiderable body of Romant 
was landed on the oppofite banks of the Danube ? 
the Taifalag, a Gothic tribe engaged in the fervice 
of the empire, invaded the limigantes on the 
fide of the Teyfs; and their former mafters, tho 
free Sarmatians, animated by hope and revenge, 
penetrated through the hilly country into the heart 
pf their ancient pofieflions. A general conflagration 
revealed the, huts of the Barbarians* which were 
fcated in the depth of the wildernefs; and the 
foldier fought with confidence on marihy ground, 
which it was dangerous for him to tread* In this 
Extremity the braveft of the Limigantes were re# 
folved to die in arms, rather than to yield; but 
the milder fentiment, enforced by the authority 
of their elders, at length prevailed} and thd 
fuppliant crowd, followed by their wives and 
children, repaired to the Imperial camp, to lean} 
their fate from the mouth of the conqueror. 
After celebrating his own clemency, which was 
ftill inclined tp pardon their repeated crime^ and 
to fpare the remnant of a guilty nation, Can- 
ftantius afligned for the place of their exile a re* 
inote country, where they might enjoy a fafe and 

honourable 
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honourable repofe. The Limigantes obeyed with CHAP, 
relu&ance; but before they could reach, at leafl: 
before they could occupy, their deftined habita- 
tions, they returned to the banks of the Danube, 
exaggerating the hardships of their fituation, and 
requefting, with fervent profeffions of fidelity, 
that the emperor would grant them an undifturb- 
ed fetdement within the limits of the Roman 
provinces. Inftead of confulting his own ex- 
perience of their incurable perfidy, Gonftantius 
liftened to his flatterers, who were ready to repre- 
fent the honour and advantage of accepting a 
colony of idldiers, at a time when it was nuich 
^afier to obtain the pecuniary contributions, than 
die military fervice of the fubje&s of the empire. 
The Limigantes were permitted to pafs the Da- 
nube ; and the emperor gave audience to the 
multitiide in a large plain near the modern city of 
fiuda. They furrounded the tribunal, and feem- 
*d to hear with refped an oration full of mildnefe 
and dignity:; when one of the Barbarians, call- 
ing his fboe into the air, exclaimed with a loud 
voice, Marha! Marha / a word of defiance, which 
was received as the fignal of the tumult. They 
ruftied with fury to feize the perfon of the em- 
peror.; his royal throne 2nd golden couch were 
pillaged by thefe rude hands 4 but the faithful 
defence of his guards, who died at his feet, allow- 
ed him a moment to mount a fleet horfe, arid to 
.efcape from the -confufion. The difgrace which 
had been incurred by a treacherous furprife was 
foon retrieved by the numbers and difcipline of 
ifche Romans ; and the combat was only terminated 

O4 by 
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chap, by the extin&ion of the name and nation . of the 

XIX 

WvW Limigantes. The free Sarmatians were reinflated 
in the poffeffion of their ancient feats; and al- 
though Conftantius diftrufted the levity of their 
chara&er, he entertained fome hopes that a fenfe 
of gratitude might influence their future conduct. 
He bad remarked the lofty ftature and obfequieus 
demeanour of Zizais, one of the nobleft of their 
chiefs. He conferred on him the title of King; 
and Zizais proved that he was not unworthy to 
reign, by a fincere and lading attachment to the 
intereft of his benefa&or, who, after this fplendid 
fuccefs, received the name of Sarmaticus from the 
acclamations of his viftorious army *\ 
The Per- While the Roman emperor and the Perfian 
ciation, 8 ° monarch, at the diftance of three thoufand miles, 
A. D. is*, defended their extreme limits againft the Bar- 
barians of the Danube and of the Oxus, their 
intermediate frontier experienced the viciffitudes 
of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two 
of the Eaftern minifters of Conftantius, the Prae- 
torian praefe& Mufonian, whofe abilities were 
. difgraced by the want of truth said integrity, and 
Caffian duke of Mefopotamia, a hardy and vete- 
ran foldier, opened a fecret negociation with the 
Satrap Tamfapor 4 *. Thefe overtures of peace, 
tranflated into the fervile and Battering language 
of Afia, were tranfmitted to the camp of the 

Great King; who refolved to fignify, by an, am- 

> 

«* Oenti Sarmatarum magno decori confidens apud cos regem 
dedit. Aureliu8 Victor. In a pompous oration pronounced by 
Conftantius himfelf, he expatiates on bis own exploits with much 
vanity, and fome truth, 

49 Amraian, xvi. 9, 

bafiador, 
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baffador, the terms which he was inclined " to c S T x P " 
grant- to the fuppliant Romans. Narfes, whom 
he invefted with that chara&er, was honourably 
received in his pafiage through Antioch and Con* 
ftantinople : he reached Sirmium after a long jour- 
ney, and, at his firft audience, refpe&fiilly un- 
folded the filken veil which covered the haughty 
epiftle of his fovereign. Sapor, King of Kings, 
and Brother of the Sun and Moon (fuch were 
the lofty titles affe&ed by Oriental vanity), ex- 
prefled his fatisfa&ion that his brother, Conftan- 
tius Caefar, had been taught wifdom by adver^ 
fity. As the lawful fucceffor of Darius Hyftafpes, 
Sapor afferted, that the river Strymon .in Mace- 
donia was the true and ancient boundary of his 
empire ; declaring, however, that as an evidence 
of his moderation, he would content himfelf 
with the provinces of Armenia and Mefopotamia, 
Which had been fraudulently extorted from his 
anceftors. He alleged, that, without the re- 
futation of thefe difputed countries, it was im- 
poffible to eftablifh any treaty on a folid and per- 
manent bafis ; and he arrogantly threatened, that 
if his ambaffador returned in vain, he was pre* 
pared to take the field in the fpring, and t<? flip- 
port the juftice of his caufe by the flrength of his 
invincible arms. Narfes, who was endowed with 
the mod , polite and amiable manners, endeavour- 
ed, as far as was confident with his duty, to foften 
the harihnefs of the meffage 5 °, Both the ftyle 

and 

10 Ammianus (xvH. 5.) tranferibes the haughty letter. The* 
miftim (Orat, iv. p. 57* edit, Petav.) take* notice of the filk cover- 
ing. 
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chap, and fubftance were maturely weighed in die Im- 
perial council, and he was difmiffed with the 
following anfwer: " Conftantius had a right to 
" difclaim the officioufhefc of his minifters, who 
^ had a£ted without any fpecific orders from the 
" throne: he was not, however, averfe to an 
" equal and honourable treaty ; but it was highly 
" indecent, as well as abfurd, to propofe to the 
* c fole and victorious emperor of the Roman 
** world, the fame conditions of peace which he 
« had indignantly rejected at the time when his 
*' power was contracted within the narrow limits 
" of the Eaft : the chance of arms was uncertain ; 
*' and Sapor fhould recoiled, that if the Romans 
<c had fometimes been vanquiihed in battle, they 
" had aimoft always been fuccefsful in the event 
" of the wan" A few days after the departure 
of Narfes, three ambaffadors were ient to the 
court of Sapor, who was already returned from 
the Scythian expedition to his ordinary refidence 
of Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, and a fcphift, 
had been fele&ed for this important commiflion; 
and Conftantius, who was fecretly anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace, entertained fome hopes 
that the dignity of the firft of thefe rainifters, 
the dexterity of the fecond, and the rhetoric of 
the third' 1 , would perfuade the Perfian monarch 

to 

i*g. kktras and Zonaras mention the journey of the atnbaflkdor; 
and -Peter the patrician ('ui Excerpt. Legat,.p. »$.) has informed hi 
<of his conciliating behaviour. 

" 5» Ammianus, xvii. 5. and Valefius ad loc. The fophift, or phi. 
lofopher (in that age thefe words were almoft fynonymous), waf 
Euftathius the Cappadockm, the difciple of Jamblichns, and the 
friend of St JJafil. Eunapius (iu Vlt. JBdefti, p. 44—47.) fondly 

attributes 
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to abate the rigour of his demands. But the c ** r * p# 
progrefs of their negotiation was oppofed and de- 
feated by the hoftile arts of Antoninus s % a Ro- 
man fubjed of Syria, who had fled from oppref* 
(ion, and was admitted into the councils of Sapor, 
and even to the royal table, where, according to 
the cuftom of the Perfians, the ftioft important 
bufinefs was frequently difcuffed 51 . The dex- 
terous fugitive promoted his intereft by the fame 
condu& which gratified his revenge. He incef- 
fantly urged the ambition of his new mailer, to 
embrace the favourable opportunity when the 
braveft of the Palatine troops were employed with 
the emperor in a diftant war on the Danube. He 
preffed Sapor to invade the exhaufted and defence- 
lefs provinces of the Eaft, with the numerous ar- 
mies of Perfia, now fortified by the alliance and 
acceflion of the fierceft Barbarians. The ambaf- 
fadors of - Rome retired without fuccefs, and a 
fecond embaffy of a ftill more honourable rank, 
was detained in drift confinement, and threatened 
either with death or exile. 

attributes to this philofophic ambaffador the glory of enchanting the 
Barbarian king by the perfuafive charms of reafon and eloquence. 
See Tilkmont, Hift% des Empereurs, torn. it. p. S28. 113a. 

51 Ammian. xviii. 5, 6. 8. The decent and refpe&ful behaviour 
of Antoninus towards the Roman general fets him in a very intereft- 
ijig light j gnd Ammianus himfelf fpeaks of the traitor with fome 
companion and efteero. 

» This ckcu^ftance, as it is noticed by Ammiamis, ferves to 
prove the veracity of Herodotus (1. i. c, 133.)* an d the permanency 
of the Perfian manners. In every age the Perfians have been ad* 
difted to intemperance, and the. wines of Shtraz have triumphed 
jover the law of Mahomet. Briffon de Regno Perf. 1. ii. p. 46a— 
471. and CJaardin, Voyages ert Perfe, torn. Hi, p. 90. 

The 
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chap. % The military hiftoriah s % who was himfelf dif- 
t_. - w - _f patched to obferve the army of the Perfians, as 

J f m 6 ? n ^ e y were P re P ar * I1 S to conftraft a bridge of boats 
potamia over the Tigris, beheld from an eminence the 
Z D. P 359. P^ n '°f Affyria, as far as the edge of the horizon, 
covered with men, with horfes, and with arms. 
Sapor appeared in the front, confpicuous by the 
fplendor of his purple. On his left hand, the 
place of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, 
king of the Chionites, difplayed the ftern coun- 
tenance of an aged and renowned warrior. The 
monarch had referved a fimilar place on his right 
hand for the king of the Albanians, who led his 
independent tribes from the fhores of the Cafpian. 
The fatraps and generals were diftributed ac-» 
Cording to their feveral janks, and the whole 
army, befides the numerous train of Oriental 
luxury, confifted of more than one hundred thou- 
fand effe&ive men, inured to fatigue, and feleft- 
ed from the braveft nations of Afia. The Ro- 
man deferter, who in fome meafure guided the 
councils of Sapor> had prudently advifed, that, 
inftead of wafting the fummer in tedious and dif- 
ficult fieges, he fhould march diredly to the Eu- 
phrates, and prefs forwards without delay to feize 
the feeble and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But 
the Perfians were no fooner advanced into the 
plains of Mefopptamia, than they difcovered that 
every precaution had been ufed which could re- 
tard their progrefs, or defeat their defign. The 
inhabitants, with their cattle, were fecured in 

54 Aranuan. 1. xviii. 6,7, s. 10. 

places 
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places of ftrength, the green forage through- C I? I £ P# 
out the country was fet on fire, the fords of 
the river were fortified by fharp flakes } mili- 
tary engines were planted on the oppofite banks, 
and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the Eu- 
phrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary pafTage of the bridge of Thapfacus. 
Their fkilful guide, changing his plan of opera- 
tions) then conduced the army by a longer cir- 
cuit, but through a fertile territory, towards the 
head of the Euphrates, where the infant river is 
reduced to a fhallow and acceflible ftream. Sapor 
overlooked, with pwident difdain, the ftrength of 
Nifibis; but as he paffed under the walls of 
Amida, he refolved to try whether the majefty of 
his prefence would not awe the garrifon into im- 
mediate fiibmiffion. The facrilegious infult of a 
random dart, which glancted againft the royal 
tiara, convinced him of his error ; and the indig- 
nant monarch liftened with impatience to the 
advice of his minifters, who conjured him not to 
facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the gratifi- 
cation of his refentment. The following day 
Grumbates advanced towards the gates with a fe- 
led body of troops, and required the inftant fur- 
render of the city, as the only atonement which 
could be accepted for fuch an aft of raihnefs and 
infolence. His propofals were anfwered by a ge- 
neral difcharge, and his only fon, a beautiful and 
valiant youth, was pierced through the heart by 
a javelin, fhot from one of the baliftae. The fu- 
neral of the prince of the Chionites was celebrated 
according to the rites of his country j and the 

grief 
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chap., grief of his aged father was alleviated by the fc- 
lemn promife of Sapor, that the guilty city of 
Armida fhould ferve as a funeral pile to expiate 
the death, and to perpetuate the memory, of his 
fon. 

Siege of The ancient city of Amid or Amida 55 , which 

fometimes affumes die provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir 56 , is advantageoufly fituate in a fertile 
plain, watered by the natural and artificial chan- 
nels of the Tigris, of which the leaft inconfider- 
able flream bends in a femicircular form round the 
eaftern part of the city. The emperor Conftan- 
tius had recently conferred on Amida the honour 
of his own name, and the additional fortifications 
of ftrong walls and lofty towers. It was provided 
with an arfenal of military engines, and the ordi- 
nary garrifon had been reinforced to the amount 
of feven legions, when the place was inverted by 
the arms of Sapor 57 . His firft and moft fan- 
guine hopes depended on the fuccefs of a general 

55 For the defcription of Amida, fee d'Herbelot, Bibliotbequc 
Oricntale, p. ic8. Hiftoire de Timur Bee, par Cherefeddin All, 
\. iii. c. 41. Ahmed Arab fiadee, torn. i. p. 331. c. 43. Voyages 
de Tavernier, torn. i. p. 301. Voyages d'Ottcr, torn. ii. p. 273. 
and Voyage* de Niebuhr, torn. ii. p. 324—328. The laft of thefe 
travellers, a learned and accurate Dane, has given a plan of Amida, 
which illuitrates the operations of the fiege. 

56 Diarbekir, which is ililed Amid, or Kara- Amid, in the public 
writings of the Turks, contains above 1 6,000 houfes, and is the rc- 
fidence of a pafha with three tails. The epithet of Kara is derived 
from the blackntfs of the ftone which compofes the ftrong and an- 
cient wall of Amida. 

57 The operations of the fiege of Amida are very minutely de- 
fcribed by Ammianus (xix. 1— - 9.), who a&ed an honourable part in 
the defence, and efcaped with difficulty when the city was ftorm- 
cd by the Pcrfians. 

afiault* 
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affauk. To the feveral nations which followed chap. 
his ftandard their refpe&ive polls were affigned ; 
the fouth to the Vertae, the north to the Alba- 
nians, the eaft to the Chionites, . inflamed with 
grief and indignation ; the weft to the Segeftans, 
the braveft of his warriors, who covered their 
front with a formidable line of Indian elephants 58 . 
The Perfians, on every fide, fupported their e£* 
forts, and animated their courage; and the mo- 
narch himfelf, carelefs of his rank and fafety, dis- 
played, in the profecution of the fiege, the ardor 
of a youthful foldier. After an cbftinate combat, 
the Barbarians . were repulfed ; they inceffantly 
returned to the charge ; they were again driven 
back with a dreadful flaughter, and two rebel le- 
gions of Gauls, who had been banifhed into the 
Eaft, fignalized their undifciplined courage by a 
nofturnal fally into the heart of the Perfian camp. 
In one of the fierceft of thefe repeated affaults, 
Amida was betrayed by the treachery of a de- 
ferter, who indicated to the Barbarians a fecret 
and negle&ed ftaircafe, fcooped out of the rock 
that hangs over the ftream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chofen archers of the royal guard afcended 
in filence to the third ftory of a lofty tower which 

& Of thefe four nations, the Albanian* are too well known to re- 
quire any defcription. The Segeftans inhabited a large and level 
country, which (till preferves their name, to the fouth of Khorafan, 
and the weft of Hindoftan (fee Geographia Nubienfis, p. 133. and 
d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 797.) Notwithstanding the 
boafted victory of Bahram (vol. i. p. 410.), the Segeftans, above 
fourfcore years afterwards, appear as an independent nation, the 
ally of Perfia. We are ignorant of the firuation of the Vertas apd 
Chionites, but I am inclined to place them (at leaft the latter) to- 
wards the confines of India and Scythia. See Ammian. xvi. 9. 

5 €001- 
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C xix P# commanded the precipice ; they elevated on high 
the Perfian banner, the fignal of confidence to the 
aflailants, and of difmay to the befieged ; and if 
this devoted band could have maintained their 
poft a few minutes longer, the reduction of the 
place might have been purchafed by the facrifice 
of their lives. After Sapor had tried, without 
fuccefs, the efficacy of force and of ftratagem, he 
had recourfe to the flower but more certain ope* 
rations of a regular fiege, in the conduft of which 
he was inftru&ed by the ikill of the Roman de- 
ferters. The trenches were opened at a conve- 
nient diftance, and the troops deftined for that 
fervicfe advanced under the portable cover of 
ftrong hurdles, to fill up the ditch, and under- 
mine the foundations of the walls. Wooden 
towers were at the fame time conftru&ed, and 
moved forwards on wheels, till the foldiers, who 
were provided with every fpecies of miffile wea- 
pons, could engage almoft on level ground with 
the troops who defended the rampart. Every 
mode of refiftance which art could fuggeft, or 
courage could execute, was employed in the de- 
fence of Amida, and the works of Sapor were 
more than once deftroyed by the fire of the Ro- 
mans. But the refources of a befieged city may 
be exhaufted. The Perfians repaired their loflfes, 
and pulhed their approaches ; a large breach was 
~ made by the battering ram, and the ftrength of 
the garrifon, wafted by the fword and by difeafe, 
yielded to the fury of the affault. The foldiers* 
the citizens, their wives, their children, all who 

had 
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fcad ridt time to efcape through the oppofite gate, CHAP, 
were involved by the conquerors in a prdmifcuous t^-L r 
maflacre. 

' But the ruin of Amida was the lafety of the Of Sfn- 
Roman provinces. As Toon as the firft tranfports a.1}.*6o. 
of vi&ory had .fubfided, Sapor was at leifure to 
refleft, that to chaftife a difobedient city, he had 
toft the flower of his troops, and the moft favour- 
able feafon for conqueft 59 . Thirty thoufand of 
his veterans had fallen under the walls of Amida, 
during the continuance of a fiege which lafted 
feventy-three days ; and the difappointed mo- 
narch returned to his capital with affe&ed triumph 
and'fecret mdrtificationf It was' more than pro- 
bable, that the inconftancy x>f his Barbarian allies 
was* tempted to relinquifh a war in which they 
had encountered fuch unexpe&ed difficulties ; and 
that the aged king of the Chionites, fatiated with 
Revenge, turned away with horror from a fcene 
of aftion where he had been deprived of the hope 
of his family and fiation. The ftrength as well as » 

S9 Ammianus has marked the chronology of this year by three 
figns, which do not perfectly coincide with each other, or with the 
feries of the hiftory. i. The corn was ripe when Sapor* invaded 
Mefopotamia; •* Ciim jam ftiptflS flavente turgerentj" acircum- 
ftance, which, in the latitude of Aleppo, would naturally refer us 
to the month of April or M^y See Harmer's Obfervations oa 
Scripture, vol. i. p. 41. Shaw's Travels, p. 335. edit. 4to. a. The 
progrefs of Sapor was checked by the overflowing of the Euphrates, 
which generally happens in July and Auguft. Plin. Hift. Nat. v. 
%i. Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, torn. i. p. 696. 3. When Sapor 
had taken Amida, after a fiege of feventy-three days, the autumn 
was far advanced^ " Autumno precipiti hsedorumqiie improbo 
•* fidere extoto." To reconcile thefe apparent contradictions, we 
jftuft allow for fome delay in the Perfian king, fome inaccuracy ia 
tfee hiftorian, and fome diforder in the feafons. 

- Vol. ni. P fpirit 
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C x T x P# ty*** °f ^ e vtvnj with which Sapor took the field 
in the enfuing fpring, was no longer equal to the 
unbounded views of his ambition. Inftead of 
afpiring to the conqueft of the Eaft, he was ob- 
liged to content himfelf with the reduction of 
two fortified cities of Mesopotamia, Singara and 
Bezabde *° j the one fituate in the midfl of a fandy 
defert, the other in a fmall peninfulaf, furrounded 
almoft on every fide by the deep and rapid ftream 
of the .Tigris. Five Roman legions, of the di- 
minutive fize, to which they had been reduced 
in the age of Conftantine, were made prifoners, 
and fent into remote captivity on the extreme 
confines of Perfia. After difinantling the walls 
of Sijigara, the conqueror abandoned that foli- 
tary and fequeftered place ; but he carefully re- 
ftored the fortifications of Bezabde, and* fixed in 
that important poft a garrifon or colony of ve* 
terans } amply fupplied with every means of de- 
fence, and animated by high fentiments of ho- 
nour and fidelity. Towards the clofe of the earn* 
paign, the arms of Sapor incurred fome difgrace 
by an unfuccefsftil enterprife againft Virtha, or 
Tecrit, a ftrong, or as it was univerfally efteemed 
till the age of Tamerlane, an impregnable for- 
trefs of the independent Arabs 6I . 

*> The account of thefe fieges is given by Ammianus, xxv 
t 9 7* 

61 For the Identity of Virtha and Tecrit, fee d Anville, Geo- 
graphie Ancieime, torn. ii. p. *oi. For the fiege of that caftle by 
Timur Bee, or Tamerlane, fee Cberefeddin, L iii. c, 33. The 
IPcrfian biographer exaggerates the merit and difficulty of this ex. 
ploit, which' delivered the caravans of Bagdad from a formidable 
gang of robbers* 

The 
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The defence of the Eaft againft the arms of chap. 
Sapor, required, and would have exercifed, the L -^-^ j 
abilities of the molt confummate general ; and it Condu<a 

? of the 

feemed fortunate fofr the ftate, that it was the Romans, 
aftual province of the brave Urficinus, who alone 
deferved the confidence of the foldiers and people. 
In the hour of danger, Urficinus tx was removed 
from his ftation by the intrigues of the eunuchs ; 
and the military command of the Eaft was be- 
llowed, by the fame influence, on Sabinian, a 
wealthy and fubtle veteran, who had attained the 
infirmities, without acquiring the experience, of 
age. By a fecond order, which ifTued from the 
fame jealous and inconftaht counfels, Urficinus 
-was again difpatched to the frontier of Mefopo- 
tamia, and condemned to fuftain . the labours of a 
war, the honours of which had been transferred 
to his unworthy rival. Sabinian fixed his indo- 
lent ftation under the walls of Edeffa ; and, while ' 
he amufed himfelf with the idle parade of military 
exercife, and moved to the found of flutes in the 
Pyrrhic dance, the public defence was abandoned 
to the boldnefs and diligence of the former gene- 
ral of the Eaft., But whenever Urficinus recom- 
mended any vigorous plan of operations; when 
he propofed, at the head of a light and a&ive 
army, to wheel round the . foot of the mountains, 
to intercept the convoys of the enemy, to harafs 
the wide extent of the Perfian lines, and to re- 

6 * Ammianu8 (xviii. 5, 6. xix. 3. xx. a.) reprefents the merit and 
ttifgrace of Urficinus with that faithful attention which a foldier 
owed to his general. Some partiality may be iufpe&ed, yet the 
whole account is confiftent and probable. 

P 2 lieve 
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c . *fj£ p - Keve the diftrefs of Amida ; the timid . and en- 
vious commander alleged, that he was reftrained 
by his pofitive orders from endangering the fafety 
of the troops. Amida was at length taken; its 
braveft defenders, who had efcaped the fword of 
the Barbarians, died in the Roman camp by the 
hand of the executioner; and Urficinus himfelfl 
after fupporting the difgracje of a partial enquiry, 
was puniflied for the mifcondufl: of Sabinian by 
the lofs of his military rank. But Conftantius 
foon experienced the truth of the prediftiori which 
honeft indignation had extorted from his injured 
lieutenant, that as long as fuch maxims of go- 
vernment were fuffered to prevail, the emperor 
himfelf would find it no eafy tafk-tb defend his 
eaftern dominions from the invafion of a foreign 
enemy. When he had fubdued or pacified the 
Barbarians x>f the Danube, Conftantius proceeded 
by flow marches into the Eaft ; and after he had 
wept over the fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed* 
with a powerful army, the fiege of Bezabde. The 
walls were fhaken by the reiterated efforts of the 
molt enormous of the battering-rams j the town 
was reduced to the laft extremity ; -but it was ftill 
defended by the patient and intrepid valour of the 
garrifon, till the approach of the rainy feafon ob- 
liged the emperbr to raife the fiege, and inglo- 
rioufly to retreat into his winter-quarters at An- 
tioch 6 *. The pride of Conftantius, and the in- 
genuity 

6 ? Ammian. xx..n. OmiflTo yano incepto, hiematurus Antiochije 
r?dit in Syriam xrumnofam, perpcfius et nlcerura fed et atroda, 
diuque deflenda. It is thus, that James Gronovius has reftored at*, 
obfcure paflage \ and he thinks that this correction alone would have 

deferred 
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genulty of his courtiers, \frere at a lofs to dif- 

» 

cover any materials for panegyric in the events of 
the Perfian War; while the glory of his coufin 
Julian, to whofe military command he had en- 
trufted the provinces of Gaul, was proclaimed to 
the world in the fimple and concife narrative of 
his exploits. 

In the blind fury of civil difcord, Conftantius 
had abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany the 
countries of Gaul, which ftill acknowledged' the 
authority of his rival. A numerous fwarm of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by the hopes of 
fpoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the terri- 
tories which they fhould be able to fubdue 64 . But 
the emperor, who for a temporary * fervice had 
thus imprudently provoked' the rapacious fpirit o£ 
the Barbarians, foon difcovered • and lamented the 
difficulty of' difmiflirig thefe formidable allies,' 
after they had tailed' the richnefs of the Roman 
foil. Regardlefs of -the. nice diftin&ion of loyalty 1 
and rebellion, , thef$ undifciplined robbers treated 
as their natural enemies all the fubje&s of the em- 
pire, who poffeffed any property which they were 
defirous'of acquiring. Forty-five flourifhing cir 
ties, Tongres, Cologne, Treves, Worms, Spires, 
Strafburgh, &c, befides a far greater number of 
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deferved a new edition of his author ; whofe fenfe may now be 
darkly perceived. I expecled forhe additional light from the recent 
labours of the learned Erneftus (Lipfix, 1773.)' 

6 + The ravages of the Germans, and the diltrefs of Gaul, -may be 
Collected from Julian himfelf. Orat. ad S, P. Q^ Athen. p. %^^. 
Ammian. xv. n. Libanius, Orat. x. Zofimus, J. iii. p. 140. So- 
zomen, 1. iii. ex. , 
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chap, towns and villages, were pillaged, and for the 
moft part reduced to afhes. The Barbarians of 
Germany, ftill faithful to the maxims of their an- 
ceftors, abhorred the confinement of walls, to 
which they applied the odious names of prifons 
and fepulchres; and fixing their independent ha- 
bitations on the banks of rivers, the Rhine, the 
Mofelle, and the Meufe, they fecured themfelves 
againft the danger of a furprife, by a rude and 
hafty fortification of large trees, which were felled 
and thrown acrofs the roads. The Alemanni 
were eftablifhed in the modern countries of Al- 
face and Lorraine ; the Franks occupied the ifland 
of the Batavians, together wi^h an extenfive dit 
trick of Brabant, which was then known by the 
appellation of Toxandria 65 , and may deferve to 
be confidered, as the original feat of their Gallic 
monarchy 6 *. From the fources, to the mouth, 
of the Rhine, the conquefts of the Germans ex-, 
tended above forty miles to the weft of that river, 
over a country peopled by colonies of their own 

6 $ Ammianus (xvl, 8.)- This name feems to be derived from 
the Toxandri of Pliny, and very frequently occurs in the hiftories of 
the middle age. Toxandria was a country of woods and morafies, 
which extended from the neighbourhood of Tongrcs to the conflux 
of the Vahal and the Rhine. See Valefiu*s Notit. Galliar. p. 558. 

66 The paradox of P. Danies, that the Franks never obtained 
any permanent fettlement on th?s fide of the Rhine before the time 
of Clovis, is refuted with much learning and good fenfe by M. Biet, 
who has proved, by a chain of evidence, their uninterrupted pof- 
fcilion of Toxandria one hundred and thirty years before the accef- 
fion of Clovis. The Diflertation pf IVf. Biet was crowned T>y the 
Academy of Sqiflbna, in the year 1736, and feems to have been 
juftly preferred to the difeourfc of his more celebrated competitor, 
the 'Abbe le Boeuf, an antiquarian, whofe name was happily ex-t 
preflive of his talents. 

name 
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name and nation; and the fcene of their de- C 5 T £** 
vaftations was three times more extenfive than v— -y— * 
that of their conquefts. At a ftill greater diftance 
the open towns bf Gaul were deferted, and the 
inhabitants of the fortified cities, who trufted to 
their ftrength and vigilance, were obliged to con- 
tent themfelves with fuch fupplies of corn as they 
could raife on the vacant land within the inclofure 
of their walls. The diminifhed legions, deftitute 
®f pay and provifions, of arms and difcipline, 
trembled at the approach, and even at the name, 
of the Barbarians. 

Under thefe melancholy circumftances, an un- Conduft 
experienced youth was appointed to fave and to of J uhaiu 
govern the provinces of Gaul, or rather, as he 
exprefles it himfelf,; to exhibit the vain image of 
Imperial greatnefs. The retired fcholaftic edu- 
cation of Julian, in which he had been more con- 
versant with books than with arras, with the 
dead than with the living, left him in profound 
ignorance of the praSical arts of war and govern- 
ment; and when he awkwardly repeated fome 
military exercife which it was neceflary for him to 
learn, he exclaimed with a figh, " O Plato, 
" Plato, what a talk for a philofopher !" Yet even 
this fpeculative philofophy, which men of bufi- 
nefs axe too apt to defpife, had filled the mind of 
Jufiaa wish the nobleft precepts, and the moll 
lhining examples ; had animated him with the 
love of virtue, the defire of fame, and the con- 
tempt of death. The habits of temperance .re- 
commended in the fchools, are ftill more eflen- 

F4 tial 
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C H A. P. tial in the fevcre difcipline of a camp. The 
^~ w -_i fimple wants of nature regulated the meafure of 
his food and fleep. Reje&ing with difdaii). the 
delicacies provided for his table, he fatisfied his 
appetite with the coarfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meaneft foldiers. During the 
rigour of a Gallic winter he never fuffex;ed a fir© 
in his bed-rchamber ; and after a fhort and inters 
nipted (lumber, he frequently rofe in the middle of 
the night from a carpet fpread on the floor, to 
cjifpatch any urgent bufmefs, to vifit his rounds, 
or to ileal a few moments for the profecution of 
his favourite ftudies 67 . The precepts of elo* 
quence, which he had hitherto pra&ifed on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefhlly applied 
to excite or to affuage the p^iGons of an armed 
multitude: and although Julian, from hit early 
habits of converfation and literature, Was more fa» 
miliarly acquainted with the beauties of the Gisek 
language, he had attained a competent know* 
ledge of the Latin tongue 68 . Since Julian was 
not originally defigned for the chai^fter of a le* 
giflator, or a judge, it is probable that the civil 
jurifprudenee of the Romans had not engaged 
any confiderable fhare of his attention; but he 

* 7 The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere difcipline 
which he embraced, arc difplayed by Ammianus (xvi. 5.), who pi*o- 
feflcs tQ praife, and by Julian hirafelf, who affects to ridcule (M io- 
pogon, p. 340.), a conduct which, in 3 prince of the 'houfe of 
Conftanrine, might juilly excite the furprife of mankind. 

* 8 Aderat Latine quoque differenti fufficiens fermo. Ammianus, 
xvt. 5. But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, always con- 
^ fidered the language of the Romans as a foreign and popular dialect* 

■wjiich he might ufe on necefiary pccafions. 

derived 
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derived from his philofophic ftudies an inflexible C SA P * 
regvd for juftice, tempered by a difpofition to 



clemency j the knowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of. equity and evidence, and the faculty of 
patiently inveftigating the moft intricate and te- 
dious queilions which could be propofed for hif 
difcuffion. The meafures of policy, and the op^ 
rations of war, muft fubmit to the various acci- 
dents of circumftance and chara&er, and the un* 
pra&ifed ftudent will often be perplexed in the ap* 
plication of the moft perfefl: theory. But in the 
acquifition of this important fcience, Julian was 
affifted by the aftive vigour of his own genius, as 
well as by the wifdom and experience of Salluft, 
an officer of rank, who foon conceived a fincere 
attachmeat for a prince fo worthy of his friend- 
feip ; ajid whofe incorruptible integrity was 
adorned by the talent of infinuating the harfheft 
truths, without wounding the delicacy of a royal 
ear 69 . 

Immediately after Julian had received the Hisfirft 
purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a fnOu!^ .* 
feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty foldiers. A,D - ***■ 
At Vienna, where he paffed a painful and anxious 
winter, in the hands of thofe xninifters to whom 
Conftantius had entrufted the direftion of his 
conduct, the Cadfar was informed of the fiege and 

69 We are ignorant of the a&ual office of this excellent minifter, , 

whom Julian afterwards created praefecl of Gaul. SaUuft was 
fpeedily recalled by the jealoufy of the emperor j and we may ftill 
read a fcnfible but pedantic difcourfe (p. 340— »52.)» *** which Julian 
deplores the lofs of fo valuable a friend, to whom he acknowledges 
himftlf indebted for his reputation. See La Bleterie, Preface a la 
Vic de Jovien, p* ao. 
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C xix** deliverance of Autun. That large and ancient 
city, protected only by a ruined wall and pusil- 
lanimous garrifon, was faved by the generous re- 
folutioii of a few veterans, who refumed their 
arm* for the defence of their country. In his 
march from Autun, through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with ardour 
the earlieft opportunity of fignalizing his courage. 
At the head of a fmail body of archers, and heavy 
cavalry, he preferred the fliorter but the more 
dangerous of two roads; and fometimes eluding, 
and fometimes refitting the attacks of the Barba- 
rians, who were mailers of the field, he arrived 
with honour and f^fety-at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to af- 
femble. The afpeft of their young prinle re- 
vived the drooping fpirit erf" the foldiers, and they 
marched from Rheims in fearch of the enemy, 
with a confidence which had almoft proved fatal 
to them. The Alemanni, familiarized to the 
knowledge of the country, fecretly collected their 
fcattered forces, and feizing the opportunity of a 
dark and rainy day, poured with unexpeded fury 
on the rear-guard of the Romans. Before the in- 
evitable diforder could be remedied, two legions 
were deftroyed; and Julian was taught by expe- 
rience* that caution and vigilance are the moft 
important leffons of the art of war. In a fecond 
and more fuccefsful a&ion, he recovered and efta~ 
bliihed his military fame ; but as the agility of the 
Barbarians faved them from the purfuit, his vic- 
tory was. neither bloody nor decifive. He ad~ 
vanced, however, to the banks of the Rhine; 

furveyed 
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furveyed the ruins of Cologne, convinced himfelf c ha p. 
of the difficulties of the war, and retreated on the v«-~-v~*» 
approach of winter, difcontented with the court, 
with his army, and with his own fuccefs 7 °. The 
power of the enemy was yet unbroken ; and the 
Caefar had no fooner feparated his troops, and fixed 
his own quarters at Sens, in the centre of Gaul, 
than, he was furrounded and befieged by a nume- 
rous hoft of Germans. Reduced in this extremity 
to the refources of his own mind, he difplayed a 
prudent intrepidity which compenfated for all the 
deficiences of the place and garrifon ; and the Bar* 
barians, at the end of thirty days, were obliged to 
retire with difappoihted rage. 

The confcious pride of Julian, who was in- Hisfccond 
debted only to his fword for this fignal deli- A-iE^' 
verance, was embittered by the reflexion, that 
he was abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted 
to deftru&ion, by thofe who were bound to affift 
him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Mar- 
cellus, mafter-general of the cavalry in Gaul, in- 
terpreting too ftri&ly the jealous orders of the 
court, beheld with fupine indifference the diflrefs 
of Julian, and had reftrained the troops under his 
command from marching to the relief of Sens, 
If the Caefar had diffcmbled in filence fo danger- 
ous an infult, his perfon and authority would have 
been expofed to -the contempt of the world j and 
if an a&ion fo criminal had been fuffered to pafs 

7° Ammianus fxv?. 1,3.) appears much better* fttisfied with the 
fuccefs of this firft campaign than Julian himfelf j who very fairly , 
owns that he did nothing of conference, and that he fled before 
jfhe enemy. 

r with 
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C xix P * W1 **k * m P un *ty, the emperor would have confirmed 
the fufpicions, which received a Very fpecious * co* 
lour from his pad conduft towards the princes of 
the Flavian family. Marcellus was recalled, and 
gently difmified from hk office 71 . In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry; 
an experienced foldier^ of approved courage and 
fidelity, who could advife with refpeft, and exe. 
cute with zeal; and who fubmitted, without re- 
luctance, to the fupreme command which Julian, 
by the intereft of his patronefs Eufebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul 7 \ A very judk 
cious plan of operations was adopted for the ap. 
proaching campaign. Julian hirnfelf, at the head 
of the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he -had befen permitted to form, 
boldly penetrated ltitQ the - centre of the German 
cantonments, and carefuUy re eftablifhed the for- 
tifications of Saverne, in an advantageous poft, 
which would eithfer check the incurfiotfs, or in- 
tercept the retreat, of the enemy. , At the fame 
time Barbatio, general of the infantry, advanced 
from Milan with an army of thirty thoufand men, 
and palling the mountains, prepared to throw a 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It was reafonable to expefl: that the Ale- 
rnanni, preffed on either fide by the Roman arms, 

\ v Ammian. xvi. 7. libanius fp$al$s rather more advantageoufijr 
of the military talents of Marcellus, Orat. x. p. 27*. And Julian 
infinuates, that he would not have been fo eafily recalled, unlefe he 
had given other reafon3 of offence to the court, p. 178. 

. 7* Severus, non difcors, non arrogana, fed longa militiae frugali-. 
tate compertws • et eum recta praceuntem fecuturus, ut du&orem 
morigerus miles. Ammian. xvi. 1 1 . Zofimus, 1. iii. pu 140. 

WOllI4 
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f w&uld fooi> be forced t€> evacuate the provinces of C H A p* 
Gaul, and to haften to the defence of their native t _ i r - w - ,' u# 
country. But the hopes of the campaign were de- . 
feated by the incapacity, or the envy, or the fecret 
inftru&ions, of Barbatio ; who afited .as jf he had 
been the enemy of the Ceefar, and the fecret ally 
of the Barbarians. The negligence with which he 
perrgitted a troop of pillagers freely to pafs, and to 
return almofl; before the gates of his camp, may be 
imputed to his want of abilities ; but the treafbn- 
able ad of. burning a number of boats, and a fu* 
perfluous ftock of provifions, which would have 
been of the mpft effential fervice to the army of 
Gaul, was an evidence of his hoflile and criminal 
intentions* The Germans deffrifed an enemy who 
appeared deftitute either of power or of inclination 
to offend them j and the ignominious retreat of. 
Barbatio deprived Julian of the expe&ed iupport ; 
^nd left him to extricate himfelf ,from a hazardous 
fituatjon, where he could neither remain with fafety, 
nor retire with honour 7 \ 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears Battle of 
of invafion, the Alemanni prepared, to chaftife the, bu?gh, 
Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the pof- ^' D \t S7 * 
feffion of . that - country,, which they claimed as 
their own by the right of conqueft and of treaties. 
They employed three .days, and as many nights, 
in tranfporting over the Rhine their military 
powers. The fierce Chnodomar, fhaking the 

75 On the defign and failure of the co-operation between Julian 
and Barbatio, fee Amniianus (xvi. • n.), and Libanius, Orat. x. 

ponderous 
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CHAP* ponderous javelin, which he had vi&orioufly 
wielded againft the brother of Magnentius, led 
the van of the Barbarians, and moderated by his 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
infpired 7 \ He was followed by fix other kings, 
by ten princes of regal extra&ion, by a long train 
' of high-fpirited nobles, and by thirty-five thou- 
fand of the braveft warriors of the tribes of Ger- 
many. The confidence derived from the view of 
their own ftrength, was encreafed by the * intel- 
ligence which they received from a deferter, that 
the Caefar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
land men, occupied a pod about one-and-twenty 
miles from their camp of Strafburgh. With this 
inadequate force, Julian refolved to feek and to 
encounter the Barbarian hoft ; and the chance of 
a general aftion \#a$ preferred to the tedious and 
uncertain operation of feparately engaging the 
difperfed parties of the Alemanni. The Romans 
marched in clofe order, and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right, the infantry on the left; 
and the day was fo far fpent when they appeared 
in fight of the enemy, that Julian was defirous of 
deferring the battle till the next morning, and of 
allowing his troops to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrength by the neceflary refrefhments of fleep and 
food. Yielding, however, with fome relu&ance, 

7+ Ammianus (xvi. ia.) describes, with his inflated eloquence, 
the figure and character of Chnodomar. Audax et fidens ingenti 
robore lacertorum, ubi ardor proelii fperabatur immanis, equo 
fpumante, fublimior, ereclus in jaculum formidandse vaftitatis, ar- 
morumqae nitore coufpicnus:' antea ftrenuus et miles, et utilis 

praeter cseteros du&or Dicentium Cadarcm fuperavit aequo 

surte coBgrefius. 

to 
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to the clamours of the foldiers, and even to the c ** A i\ 
opinion of his council, he exhorted them to juf- 
tify by their valour the eager impatience, which, 
in cafe of a defeat, would be- univerfally branded 
with the epithets of rafhnefs and prefumption. 
The trumpets founded, the military fhout was 
heard through the field, and the two armies rufli- 
ed with equal fury to the charge. The Csefar, 
who conducted in perfon his right wing, depended 
on the dexterity of his archers, and the weight of 
his cuiraffiers. But his ranks were inftantly bro- 
ken by an irregular mixture of light- horfe and 6f 
light-infantry, and he had thq mortification of 
beholding the flight of fix hundred of his moft 
renowned cuiraffiers 7 \ The fugitives were flop- 
ped and rallied by the prefence and authority of 
Julian, who, carelefs of his own fafety, threw 
himfelf before them, and urging every motive 
of fhame and honour, led them back againft the 
vi&orious enemy. The conflid between the tvfo 
lines of infantry was obftinate and bloody. The 
Germans pofTeffed the fuperiority of ftrength and 
ftature, the Romans that of difcipline and tem- 
per; and as the Barbarians, who ferved under 
the ftandard of the empire, united the refpecHve 
advantages of both parties, their ftrenuous efforts, 
guided by a fkilful leader, at length determined 
the event of the day. The Romans loft four 
tribunes, and two hundred and forty-three fol« 

7* After the battle, Julian ventured to revive the rigour of ancient 
difcipline, by expofmg thtfe fugitives in f mile apparel to the dcru 
(ion of the whole camp. In the next campaign, thefe troops nobly 
rftr.evcd their honour, ^ofimus, !• *"• P- *4*« 

diers, 
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C.hap. fliers, in this memorable battle of Strafburgh, fo 

XIX 

glorious to the Caefar 6 , and fo falutary to the? 
afflifted provinces of Gaul. Six thoufand of the? 
Alemanni were flain in the field, without include 
i$g thofe who were drowned in the Rhine, ot 
transfixed with darts whilft they attempted to 
fwim acrofs the river 77 . Chnodomar himfelfwas 
furrounded and taken prifoner, with three of his 
brave companions, who have devoted themfelvetf 
to follow in life or death the fate of their chief* 
tain. Julian received him with military pomp m 
the council of his officers ; and expreffing a ge* 
nerous pity for the fallen ftate, diffembled his in- 
ward contempt for the abjeQ: humiliation of his 
captive. Inftead of exhibiting the vanquiihed 
king of the Alemanni, as a grateful fpe&acle to 
the cities of Gaul, he refpedfully laid at the feet 
of the emperor this fplendid trophy of his viftory^ 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treatment : 

but the impatient Barbarian could not long 

* 

*« Julian himfelf (ad S. P. Q^ Athen. p. 279.) fpeaks of the 
battle of Strafburgh with the modefty of confeibus merit ; «/*«#" 

cra/xtjc ex a*AEa-,< aruq x) en vyutu, ac^ifcero *• Toiavrvi poLyj . ZofimilS com* 
pares it with the victory of Alexander over Darius ; and yet we are 
at a lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius which fi* 
the attention of ages on the con dud and fuccefs of a tingle day. 

77 Ammianus, xvi. ia. JLibanius adds 2000 more to the number* 
of the flain (Orat. x. p. 374.)' Bnt thefe trifling differences difap- 
pear before the 60,000 Barbarians, whom Zofimus'has facrificed ttf 
the glory of his hero (1. ii. p. 141.) We might attribute this exti*« 
▼agant number to the careleffnefs of tranferibers, if this credulous 
or partial hiftorian had not fwejled the army of 5,000 Alemanni to 
an innumerable multitude of Barbarians, -nXr^®- ami^t &*fi*Q»\* 
Jt is our own fault if this detection does not infpire lis with proper 
dlftruft on firnilar occafions. 

furvive 
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farvivd Ms defeat, his confinement, and his C yi$*' 
esrile". p J^, 

After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni from juiianfub- 
tbr province* of the Upper Rhine, he turned his $%£* 
arms agabft the Franks, who were feated nearer A.D.35* 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many; and who, from their numbers, and ftill 
more from their intrepid valour, had ever been 
efteemed the moft formidable of the Barba- 
rians 79 9 Although they were ftrongly aftuated 
by the allurements of rapine, they profeflfed a dif- 
interefted love of war ; which they confidered as 
the fupreme honour and fell city of human nature ; 
and their minds and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual adion, that, according to 
the lively expreffion of an orator, the fnows of 
winter were as pleafant to them as the flowers 
of fpring. In the month of December, which 
followed the battle of Strafburg, Julian attacked 
a l)ody of fix hundred Franks, who had thrown 
themfelves into two cafttes on the Meufe **. In 
the midft of that fevere feafon they fuftained, with 
inflexible conftancy, a fiege of fifty-four daysj. 
till at length, exhaufted by hunger, and fatisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy in breaking the 
ice of the river, left them no hopes of efcape, the 

** & mm fan. xvi. is. Libanius, Orat. x. p. *i6. 

n Libanius (Orat. iii. p. 137.) draws a very lively pi&ure of the 
manners of the Franks. 

80 Amrriianiis, xvii. 3. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 17%. The Greek 
orator, by mifapprehending a paflage of Julian, has been induced to 
reprefent the Franks as confiding of a thoufand men 3 and as his 
head was always full of the Peloponnefian war, he compares them 
ta the Lacedsem nians, who were betieged and taken in the iflanbV 
of Spha&eria. 

VojuIIL Q, Franks 
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C xix. P ' Franks confented, for the firft time, to difpenfe 
with the ancient law which commanded them to 
conquer or to die- The Caefar immediately fent 
his captives to the court of Conftantius, who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable prefent ■', rejoiced in 
the opportunity of adding fo many heroes to the 
choiceft troops of his domeftic guards. The ob- 
ftinate refiftance of this handful of Franks, ap* 
prifed Julian of the difficulties of the expedition 
which he meditated for the enfuing fpring, againft 
the whole body of the nation. His rapid dili- 
gence furprifed and aftonifhed the aftive Bar- 
barians. Ordering his foldiers to provide them* 
ifelves with bifcuit for twenty days, be fuddenly 
pitched his camp near Torigres, while the-enemy 
ftill fuppofed him in his winter-quarters of Paris, 
cxpe&ing the flow arrival of his convoys from 
Aquitain. Without allowing the Franks to unite 
or to deliberate, he fkilfully fpread his legions 
from Cologne to the ocean ; and by the terror, 
as well as by the ' fuccefs of his arms, foon 
reduced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cle- 
mency, and to obey the commands, of their con- 
queror* The Chamavians fubmiffively retired to 
their former habitations beyond the Rhihe : but 
the Salians were permitted to poflefs their new 
eftablifhment of Toxandria, as the fubje&s and 

81 Julian, ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. 280. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 278. 
According to the expreflion of Libanius, the emperor fog**iopa{i 
which laBlctcrie underftands (Vie de Julien, p. 118.) as an Honed 
eonfeliion, and Vale fi us (ad Ammian. xvii. 2.) as a mean evafion, 
of the truth. Dom. Bouquet (Hiftoriens de France, torn. i. p. 7?3.)> 
by (ubftitnt"ng another word, srouw?, wculd fupprefs both thediffi- 
eaky and the fptrit of this paflagc. 

auxiliaries 
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auxiliaries of the Roman empire 8z * The treaty C xix! P " 
was ratted by folertin oaths; and perpetual in- 
fpe&ors were appointed to refide among the 
Franks, with the authority of enforcing the ftri& 
obfervance of the conditions. An incident is re- 
lated, interefting enough in itfelf, and by no means 
repugnant to the chara&er of Julian, who ingeni- 
oufly contrived both the plot and the cataftrophe 
of the tragedy. When the Chamavians fued 
for peace, he required the fon of their king, as 
the only hoftage in whom he could rely. A 
mournful filtjnce interrupted by tears and groans^ 
declared the fad perplexity of the Barbarians'; 
and their agfed chief lamented in pathetic lan- 
guage, that his private lofs was ho^ embittered 
by a fenfe of the public calamity. While the 
' Chamavians* lay ptoftrate at the foot of his throne^ 
the royal captive, whotn they believed to have 
been flain, unexpectedly appeared before their 
eyes ; and as foon as the ttimlilt of joy was hufhed 
into attention, the Caefatf kddreffed the affembly 
in the following terms : " Behold the fdhj thfe 
*' prince^ whom yoii wept. You had loft him 
" by your fault. ' God and the Romans have 
" feftored him to you. I ihall ftill preferve and 
educate the youthj rather as a monument of 
my own virtue, than as a pledge of your fiii- 
cerity* Should you prefume to violate the 
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82 Ammian. xvii. 8. Zofimus, h Hi* p. 146 — 150. (his narrative 
is darkened by a mixture of fable) ; arid Julian, ad S. P. C^Athen. 
p. %Zo> His expreifion, t>fft&|a/*D» jam fA,o%^at t« EaAuwv sOvat, xccfxySyt; 

2v» B?r,xu<TCf This difference of treatment Confirms the opinion, that 
the Salian Franks were permitted to retain the fettkments in Tox- 
£ndrLa» 

O^i ' « ftuth 
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°H x P- u faith which you have fworn, the arms of the 
^ ^j../ " republic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 
" nnocent, but on the guilty/ 1 The Barbarians 
withdrew from his prefence, impreffed with the 
warmeft fentiments of gratitude and admira- 
tion 8 V- 
Makes It was not enough for Julian to have delivered 

1 peditions the provinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of 
RbS?ic dthe Germany. He afpired to emulate the glory of the 
A.D.\s7> firft and mod illuftrious of the emperors ; after 
35 359 ' whofe exatnple he compofed his own commen- 
taries of the Gallic war'\ Caefar has related, , 
with confeious pride, the manner in whkh he 
twice puffed the Rhine. Julian could boaft, that 
before he affumed the title of Auguftus, he had 
carried the Roman Eagles beyond that great river 
in three fuccefsful expeditions * 5 . The confirma- 
tion of the Germans, after the battle of Strafburg, 
encouraged him to the firft attempt; and the 
reluctance of the troops foon yielded to the 
perfuafive eloquence of a leader, /who ihared the 
fatigues and dangers which he irapofed on the 
meanefl of the foldiers. • The villages on either 

' 35 This interefting ftory, which Zofimus has abridged, is related 
by Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legationum, p. Xv, 16, 17.) with all the 
amplifications of Grecian rheoric: but the filence of Libanius, of 
Amir.ianus, and of Juli in himfelf, renders the truth of it extremely 
fufpicijous. ; 

8 + Libaniqs, .the friend of Julian, clearly infinuates (Orat. iv. 
p. 178.) that hjs hero had compofed the hiftory of his Gallic cam- 
paigns. But Zofimus (l. iij. p. 140.) feems to have derived his in- 
formation only from the Orations (xoyia) and the Epiftles of Julian, 
The difcourfe which is adtirefifed to the Athenians contains an accu- 
rate, though general, account of the war againfttthe Germans. 

8 * See Amminn. xvii. 1. 10. xviii. %. and Zofim. 1. iii. p ■ J44- 
Julian, ad S P. Q^Athen. p. 380. 

fide 
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fide of the Meyn, which were plentifully ftdred c H A *'• 
with corf* and cattle, felt the ravages of ah ih- 
vading arifly. The principal houfes, conftrufted 
with fome imitation of Roman elegance, were 
confumed by the flames ; and the Gsefar boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progrefs wat 
flopped by a dark and impenetrable foreft, under- 
mined by fubterr&neous paffages, which threaten- 
ed, with fecret fnares and ambufh, every ftep of 
the affailant. The ground was already covered 
with fhow ; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
caftle which had been erefted by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubfniffive Bar- 
barians. At the expiration of the tnice, Julian 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the Rhine f 
to humble the pride of Siirmar and Hortaire, two 
of the kings of the Alemarini, who had been pre* 
fent at the battle of Strafburg, They promifed 
to reftore all the Roman captives who yet remain- . 
ed alive ; and as the Caefar had procured an ex- 
a& account from the cities and villages of Gaul, 
of the inhabitants whom they had loft, he dete&ed 
every atteippt to deceive him with a degree of 
readinefs and accuracy, which almoft eftablifhed 
the belief of his fupernatural knowledge. His 
third expedition was ftill more fplendid and im- 
portant than the two former. The Germans had 
cbllefted their military powers, and moved ?Ion^ 
the opppfite banks of the river, with a defii n of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing the paf- 
fage of the Romans, But this judicious plan of 
defence was difconserted ' by a fkilful div rfio 
^bree hundred light armed and a&ive fo diers 

O 3 were 



?3 o 'THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C H A P. yrere. detached in forty fmall boats, to fall down 
the ftream in filertce, and to land at fome diftance 
from the pofts of the enemy, They executed 
their orders with fo much boldnefs and celerity, 
that they had almoft fyrprifed the Barbarian chiefs, 
who returned in the fearlefe confidence of intoxi- 
cation from one of their no&yrnai feftivals. 
Without repeating the uniform and difgufling 
tale of flaughter and devaflation, it is fufficient to 
obferve, that Julian dictated his own condition* 
, of peace to fix of the haughtieft king? of the 
Alemanni, three of \yhpm were permitted to view 
the fevere difciplihe and martial pomp of a Rd 
man camp. Followed by twenty thoufand cap- 
tives, whom he had refcued from the chains of 
the Barbarians, the Caefar repafled the Rhine, 
after terminating a war, the fucfefs of which has, 
been compared to the ancient glories of the funic 
and Cimbric vi&ories. 

Retforcs ^ s f Qon as ^ V alour and conduft of Julian 

of Gaul, had fecured an interval of peace, he applied him- 
felf to a work more congenial to his humane and, 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which 
had fufFered from the inroads of the Barbarians,, 
be diligently repaired ; and feven important pofts, 
between Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, are 
particularly mentioned,/ as having been rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian 8 *. The van- 

quifhed 

** Ammian. xviii. 2. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 479, a8o. Of thcfc 
feven vofts, four are at prefent towns of fome confequence ; Bin- 
gen, Andernach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other three, Tricefimae, 
Quadriburgium, and <Jaftra Herculis, or Heraclea, no longer fub- 
y fi§ ; but there is room to believe, that, on the ground of Quadri, 

burgiura. 
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quiftied Germans had fubmitted to the juft but chap. 
humiliating condition of preparing and convey- 
ing the neceffary materials. The a&ive zeal of 
Julian urged the profecution of the work; and 
iuch was the fpirit which he had diffufed among 
the troops, that the auxiliaries themfelves, waving 
their exemption from any duties of fatigue, con- 
tended in the moft fervile labours with the dili- 
gence of the Roman foldiers. It was incumbent 
on the Csefar to provide for the fubfiftence, as 
well as for the fafety, of the inhabitants ahd of 
the garrifons. The defertion of the former, and 
the mutiny of the latter, muft have been the fatal 
and inevitable confequences of famine. The 
tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war ; but the fcanty 
harvefts of the continent were fupplied^ by his pa- 
ternal care, from the plenty of the adjacent ifland. 
Six hundred large barks, framed in the forelt of 
the Ardennes, made feveral voyages to the coaft 
of Britain ; and returning from thence laden with 
corn, failed up the Rhine, and diftributed their 
cargoes to the feveral towns and fortrefies along 
the banks of the river 87 . The arms of Julian had 

tiurguim, the Dutch have conftruflcd the fort of Schenk, a nnrnc 
fo ofTenfive to the fa(l3d : c%-i dclicacv of Boilenu. See d'Auvh'e 

4 

Notice de 1 aiicieunc Gaule, p* 183. Bo.lcau, Kpiire iv. ai.d the 
Uote*- 

s 7 We may credit Juli.m himfclf, Oiv.t ad S. P. Q. Athenien- 
fem, p. s8o.' who gives a very particular account of the transition. 
Zolimus adds two hundred vdUls more, 1. iii. p. J45. Jf we 
compute the 600 corn fhipi of Julian at only lctenty tons each, they 
were capable of exporting 122,000 quaiters (iVe Arhuthnot'a 
We'ghts and Meafures, p. 237 ); and the country which cur.ld 
bear lb Urge an exportation, mult already have attained an im- 
proved ftate of agriculture. 

Qjj. reftored 
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°xix P ' K ft° rc & a. fee and fecure navigation, which Coh- 
Km ->--> ftantius had offered to purchafe at the expence of 
his dignity, and of a tributary prefent of two thou- 
fand pounds of filyer- The emperor parfimo- 
nioufly refufed to his foldiers the fuxns which he 
granted with a lavifh and trembling hand to the 
Barbarians. The dexterity, as well as the firm-? 
nefs, of Julian, was put to a fevere trial, when he 
took the field with a difcontented army, which 
had already ferved two campaigns, without re- 
ceiving any regular pay or any extraordinary 
4onative 8s . 
civil ad- A tender regard for the peace and happinefe of 

tion'of 17 ^is f u ^j e ^ s > was the ruling principle which 4i 7 
Julian, re&ed, or feemed to dire£t, the adnuniftratioij 
of Julian * p . He devoted the leifure of his winter? 
quarters to the offices of civil government } and 
affefted to affume, with more pleafure, the cha- 
racter, of a magiftrate, than that of a general. Be- 
fore he took the field, he devolved on the pro- 
vincial governors, mod of the public and private 
caufes which had been referred to his tribunal; 
but, on his return, he carefully revifed #ieir pro? 
ceedings, mitigated the rigour of the law, ancj 
pronounced a fecond judgment on the judges 
themfelves. Superior to the laft temptation of 
virtuous minds, an indifcreet and intemperate 
zeal for juftice, he reftrained, with calmnefs and 
dignity, the warmth pf an advocate who profe- 

*• The troQps once broke out into a nrititmy, immediately before 
the fecond paifage of the Rhine. Amroian. xvii. 9. 
*9 Ammian. *xvi. 5. xviii. 1. Mamertinus in Pancgyr. Vet 

XT. 4. 
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cutad, Jbr extortion, the prefide&t of the Nar- c 5jy P- 
fcgwefe province. " Who will ever be found 
" guilty," exclaimed the vehement Delphidius> 
" if it be enough to deny ?" "and who," replied 
Julian* u will ever be innocent, if it be fufficient 
" to affirm ?" In the general admixuftration of 
peace and war, the intereft of the fovereign is 
commonly the fame a$ that of his people; but 
ConftaHtius would have thought himfelf deeply 
injured, if the virtues of Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an oppreflfed and exhaufted country. The 
prince who was invefted with the enfigns of 
royalty? might fometimes pnrfume to correct the 
rapacious ij&foie nee of the inferior agents ; to ex- 
pcfc their corrupt arts, and to introduce an equal 
and eafier mode of collodion. But the manage- 
ment of the finances was more fefely entrufted to 
Florentius, Praetorian praefeft of Gaul, an effe- 
minate tyrant, incapable of pity or reuiorfe ; and 
die kwughty minifter complained of the moil 
decent and gentle oppofitbn, while Julian himfelf 
was rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of his 
own . behaviour. The Csefar had reje&ed with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of an extra- 
ordinary tax ; a new fuperdi&ion, which the prae- 
fed had offered for his fignature ; and the faithful 
pifture of the public mifery, by which he had 
been obliged to juftify his refufal, offended the 
Court of Conftantius. We may enjoy the plea- 
fure of reading the fentiments of Julian, as he ex- 
preffes them with warmth and freedom in a letter 
to one of his moil intimate friends. After dating 

his 
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°xix P ^ s own con d u &» ^ e proceeds in the following 
terms : " Was it poffible for the difciple of Plato 
" and Ariftotle to aft otherwife than I have 
<c done ? Could I abandon the unhappy fubje&s 
u entrufted to my care ? Was I not called upon 
to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
thefe unfeeling robbers ? A tribune who de- 
ferts his poft is punifhed ^ith death, and de- 
prived of the honours of burial. With what> 
* Q juftice could I pronounce his fentence, if, in 
" the hour * of danger, I myfelf negle&ed a duty 
" far more facred and far more important ? God 
" has placed me in this elevated poft; his pro- 
** vidence will guard and fupport me. Should I 
" be condemned to fufFer, I (hall derive comfort 
" from the teftimony of a pure and upright con- 
fcience. Would to heaven, that I ftill poffeffed 
a counfellor like Salluft ! If they think proper 
" to fend me a fuccefTor, I fhall fubmit without 
" relu&ance ; and had much iCather improve the 
" fliort opportunity of doing good, than enjoy a 
44 long and lafting impunity of evil 90 ." The 
precarious and dependent fituation of Julian dif- 
played his virtues, and concealed his defefts. . The 
young hero who fupported, in Gaul, the throne 
of Conftantius, was not permitted to reforpi the 
vices of the government ; but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the people. 
Unlefs he had been able to revive the martial 

9° Ammian. xvii. $. Julian. Epiftol. xv. edit. Spanheim. Such 
a couduft almoft iuftifies the encoftiium of Mamertinus. Ita iili 
anni fpatia divifa funt, ut aut Barbaio3 dornitet, autcivibus jura 
rcftituat j perpctuum profeflus, aut contra holtern, aut contra vifeia^ 
certamen. 

5 fpirit 
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(pirit^of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of c S { v Pr 
induftry and refinement among their favage ene- «^- r . j 
mies, he could not entertain any rational hopes , 

of fecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqueft of Germany. Yet the vi&ories 
pf Julian fufpended, for a Ihort time, the inroads 
pf the Barbarians, and delayed the ruin of the 
Weftern Empire, 

His falutary influence reftored the cities of £> e f cr ; p , 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the evils tion . °» 
of civil difcord, Barbarian war, and domeftic 
tyranny j and the fpirit of induftry was revived 
with the hopes of enjoyment. Agriculture, ma- 
nufactures, and commerce, again flouxifhed under 
the proteftion of the laws ; and the curia, or civil 
corporations, were again filled with ufeful and 
refpe&able members: the youth were no longer 
apprehensive of marriage ; and married perfons 
were no longer apprehenfive of pofterity: the 
public and private feftivals were celebrated with 
cuftpmary pompj and the frequent and fecure 
intercourfe of the provinces difplayed the image 
of national profperity *\ A 'mind like that of 
Julian, mull have felt the general happinefs of 
which he was the author; but he viewed, with 
peculiar fatisfaftion and complacency, the city of 
Paris ; the feat of his winter refidence, and the 
pbjefl: even of his partial afFe£tion 9 \ That fplen- 

did 

9 T Libanius, Oral. Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 38. in Fabrieius 
Bibliothcc Graec.tom.vii. p. 263,164* 

9 X Sec Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, 341. The primitive ftate of 
Paris is illuftrated by Henry Vale fi us (ad Ammian. xx. 4-)> M» 
brother Hadrian Valefius, or de Valois, and M. d'Anville (in their 

refpe&ive 
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C Jn AP ' ^ "capital, which now embraces an ampte terri* 
tory on either fide of the Seine, was originally 
cohfified to the fknall iiland in the midft of the 
river, from whence the inhabitants deriined a 
fupply ©f pure and falubrious water. The river 
bathed the foot of the walls ; and the town was 
acceflible only by two wooden bridges. A foreft 
overfpread the northern fide of the Seine ; but on 
the fouth, the ground, which now bears the name 
of the urriverflty, was ihfenfibly covered with 
houfes, and adorned with a palace and amphi- 
theatre, baths, an aqu6du&, and a field of Mars 
for the eiercife ,of the Roman troops. The fe- 
verity of the climate was tempered by the neigh- 
bourhood of the ocean ; and with fome precau- 
tions, which experience had taught, the vine and 
fig-trefc were fuccdsfully cultivated. Btit, ift re- 
markable winters, the Seine was deqply frtf^en ; 
and the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
ftream, might be compared, by an Afiatn;, to t£e 
blocks of white marble which were extracted from 
the quarries of Phrygia, The licentioufnefs and 
corruption of Antioch, recalled to the memory 
of Julian the fevere and Ample manners of his 
beloved Lutetia 93 ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or defpifed. He indigr 
jiantly contrafted the effeminate Syrians with the; 
fcrave and honeft fimplicity of the Gauls, and al- 

refpe &ive Notitias of ancient Gaul), the Abbe de Longuerue* Dr- 
ier ption dc la France, torn. i. p. n, 13. and M. Bonamy (in th$ 
Mem. del'Academie desInfcriplion?,tom. xv. j>.6$6-*(fyi.). 

»3 Tw $iKnv Awxitiuv* Julian, in Mifbpogon. p. $40. Leuceria, 
or Lutetia, was the ancient name of the city which, according to 

thefaihionof the fourth century, afiumed the territorial appellation 
of far/*, 

moft 
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tfioft forgave the intemperance, which was the CHAP, 
only ftain of the Celtic » character 9 \ If Julian 
could now revifit the capital of France, he might 
converfe with men of fcience and genius, capable 
of underftanding and of inftru&ing a difciple of 
the Greeks ; he might excufe the lively and grace- 
ful follies of a natioa* whofe martial fpirit has 
never been enervated by the indulgence of luxury ; 
and he muft applaud the perfe&km of that inefti- 
mable art, which foftens and refines and embel- 
lifhes the intercourfe of fecial life. 



** Jufan. in MJfupogon. p. 3 J£» iCo. 
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CHAP XX. 

The Motives j Progrefs, and Effefts of the Converfion 
of Conftantine. — Legal EJlabliJhment and Conjlitu- 
. tion of the Chriftian or Catholic Church. 

m 

THE public eftablifhment of Chriftianity 
may be confidered as one of thofe im- 
portant and domeftic revolutions which excite the 
moft lively curiofity, and afford the moft valuable 
inftruftion. The vi&ories and the civil policy of 
Conftantine no longer influence the ftate of 
Europe ; but a confiderable portion of the globe 
ftill retains the impreffion wljich it received from 
the converfion of that monarch ; and the eccle- 
fiaftical inftitutions of his reign are ftill conne&ed, 
by an indiffoluble chain, with the opinions, the 
paffions, and the interefts of the prefent genera- 
tion. 

In the confideration of a fubje£k which may be 

of Con- ° n examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 

tontine.' w jfh indifference, a difficulty immediately arifes 

of a very unexpe&ed nature ; that of afcertaining 

the real and precife date of the converfion of Con- 

A.D. 306. ftantine. The eloquent Laftantius, in the midft 

of his court, feems impatient ' to proclaim to the 

world 



Date of the 



1 The date of the Divine Inftitutions of Laclantius has been ac- 
curately difcuffed, difficulties have been ftarted, folutions propofed, 
and an expedient imagined of two original editions ; the former pub-* 
lifted during the perfecution of Diocletian, the latter under that of 
Licinius. See Dufrefhoy, Prefat. p. v. Tillemont, Mem. Eccle- 

fafi\ 
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world the glorious example of the fovereign of c ^ P. 

Gaul ; who, in the firft moments of his reign, ac- «_ r ~, j 

knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 

and only God*. The learned Eufebius has a- 

fcribed the faith of Conftantine to the miraculous 

fign which was difplayed in the heavens whilft he 

meditated and prepared the Italian expedition 3 . a.D. 311. 

The hiftorian Zofimus malicioufly afierts, that the 

emperor had embrued. his hands in the blood of 

his eldeft fon* before he publicly renounced the 

gods of Rome and of his aneeftors' 4 . The per- A D - 3**- 

plexity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, 

is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine him- 

felf. According to the ftri&nefs of ecclefiaftical 

language, the firft of the Chrijlian emperors was 

unworthy of that name, till the moment of his 

death ; fince it was only during his laft illnefs ^. d. J3 f. 

that he received, as a catechumen, the imposition 

fiaft. torn. vi. p. 465—470. Lardner's Credibil ty, part ii. vol. vii. 
p. 78—86. For ray own part, I am almnfl convinced that Laftantius. 
dedicated his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul, at a time when 
Galerius, Maximin, and even Licinius, perfecuted the Christians ; 
that is, between the years 306 and 311. 

*La&ant. Divin. L.ftitut. i. 1. vii. a-7. The firft and moft im- 
portant of thefe paflages U indeed wanting in twenty-eight manu- 
icripts; but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the comparative 
value of thofe manufcripts, one of 900 years old, in the king of 
France's library, may be alleged in it's favour; but the paflage is 
omitted in the correct manufcript of Bologna, which the P. de 
Mountfaucon afcribes to the fixth or feventh century (Diariuai 
Italic, p.^09.). The tafte of moft of the editors (except Ifx»us, 
fee La&ant. edit. Dufrefnoy, torn. i. p. 596.) has felt the genuine 
ftyle of Laciantius. 

3 Eufeb, in Vit. Conftant. 1. i. c. 17—32. 

4 Zofimus, 1. ii.p. 104. 

of 
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chap, of hands % an£ was afterwards admitted* by tfwr 
initiatory rite* of baptifttt, into the Awmbe* ©£ 
the fakhful 6 . The Christianity of Ctettftantifle? 
mufl be allowed in a much more vag&e and qua* 
lifted fenfe ; and the nkeft accuracy is required i» 
tracing the flow and abnoft imperceptible gradua- 
tions by which the monarch declared hirtrfetf the 
prote&or, and at length the profclytcy oi tfe& 
church. It was an arduous tafls to eradicate eh* 
habits and prejudices of his education, to ac- 
knowledge the divine power of Cbrift* and to u»- 
derftand that the truth of his revelation was izu 
compatible with the worlhip of the gods, Th& 
obftacies which he had probably experienced ir* 
his own mind, inftru&ed hkn to proceed with 
caution in the momentous change of a national 
religion; and he mfenfibly difcovered his* new 
opinions, as far as he could enforce them wfefe 

5 That right was always ufed in making a catechumen (fee 1 Bing- 
ham's Antiquities, 1. x. c. r. p. 419, Dom. Chardon, Hifr. dta 
Sacremens, torn. i. p. 6a.) and Conffian tine received it for the fir/t 
time (Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. ir< c. 6j.) immediately before hi* 
baptifm and death.' From the connexion of thefe two facts, VaJeliusr . 
(ad loc. Enfeb.) has drawn the conclufion which is reltr&antiy ad- 
mitted by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 628*), afcd: 
oppofed with feeble arguments Jby Mofheim(p. 968O' 

6 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv, c» di, 6a,- 63. The legend of* 
Conftantine's baptifm at Rome/ thirteen years before his death, wa» 
invented in the eighth century, as a proper motive f-r his donatio*. 
Such has been the gradual progrefe of knowledge/ that a ftory, o£ 
which Cardinal Baronius (Ann'al. Ecclefiaft. A. I>. 324, Now 
43-*49-) declared himfelf the unblaihing advocate, is now feebly 
fupported, even within the verge of the Vatican. See the Antiqux- 
tates C hriftianae, torn. ii. p. 23a. ; a work published with fix appro- 
bations at Rome, in the year 1751, by Father Mamachi* a leaned 
Dominican. 

fafety 
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fafety and with effe§. During the whole courfe 
of. his reign, the ftream of Chriftianity flowed 
with a gentle, though accelerated, motion : but 
its general dire&ion was fometimes checked, and 
fometimes diverted, by the accidental circum- 
ftances of the times, and by the prudence, or pof- 
fibly by the caprice, of the monarch. His mini* 
iters .were permitted to fignify the intentions of 
their mafter in the various language which was 
beft adapted to their refpe&ive principles 7 ; and 
he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his fub- 
jefts, by publifliing in the fame year two edi&s ; A.D. 3*1. 
the firft of which enjoined the fQletnn obfervance 
*>( Swjday 8 , and the fecond dire&ed the regular 
confultation of Arufpices 9 . While this im- 
portant revolution yet remained in fufpenfe, the 
Chriftians and the Pagans watched the conduft of 
their fovereign with the fame anxiety, but with 
very oppofite fentiments, The former were 
prompted by every motive of zeal, as well as va- 
nity, to exaggerate the marks of his favour, and 
the evidences of his faith. The latter, till their 
juft apprehensions were changed into defpair and 

* 7 Thc quae dor, or fecretary, who compofed the law of the 
Theodofian Code, makes his matter fay with indifference, " homi- 
•* nibua fupradi&ae rdigionis" (1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. x.). The minifter 
of ecclefiaftical affairs was allowed a more devout and refpeclful 
ftyle, rm i>0s<7f*a xat ayhvretrni xad&Xtxt^ Qpri<rxna<; ; the legal, molt 
tioly, and Catholic worfhip. See Eufeb.Hill.Ecclef. 1. x. c. 6. 

* Cod, Theodof. 1. ii. tit. viii leg. i. Cod. Juftinian. 1. iii. tit. 
xii. leg. 3. Conftantine ttyles the Lord's day dies folss, a name 
iffhich could not offend the ears of his Pagan fubje&s. 

* Cod. Theod* 1. xvi. tit. x. 1. i. Godefroy, in the character 
€>f a commentator, endeavours (torn. vi. p. %$1 ) t« excufe Con- 
ftantine; but-the more zealous Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. t>. 3*1, 
No- 18.) cenfures his profane conduct with truth and afperity. 

Vol. III. R refent- 
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c H£r. fcfcntmcnt, attempted t* conceal from the world", 
t_ - w - j and from themfelves, that the gods of Rome 
fcould no longer reckon the emperor in the num- 
ber of their votaries. The fame paffions and pre- 
judices have engaged the partial writers of the 
times to conned the public profeffion of Chrif- 
tianity with the mod glorious or the moft igno- 
minious aera of the reign of Conftantine. 

Serft?- an w ^ atever fymptoms of Chriftian piety might 
tion. tranfpire in the difcourfes or a&ions of Conftan- 

tine, he perfevered till he was near forty years of 
age in the practice of the eftablilhed religion E * ; 
and the fame coi^dud, which in the court of Nko- 
media might be imputed to his fear, could be 
afcribed only to the inclination or policy of the 
foyereign of Gaul. His liberality reftored and 
enriched the temples of the gods : the medal* 
which iffued from his Imperial, mint are impreffed 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
Apollo, of Mars and Hercules ; and hi* filial piety 
increafed the council of Olympus by the foiemn 
apotheofis of his father Conftantius * \ But the 
devotion of Conftantine was more peculiarly . di- 
re&ed to the genius of tjie Sun, the Apollo 
of Greek and Roman mythology; and he was 
pleafed to be reprefented with the Xymbols of the 

10 Theodoret (1. i. c. iSf.) feems to infinuate that Helena gave 
her Ton a Chriftian education; but we may be allured, from tbe 
fnperior authority of Euftbius (in Vtt. Conftant. 1. Hi. 0/47.), 
that (he herfelf was indebted to CoaAantine for the knowledge of 

Chriftianity. 

« See the medals of Conftantine in Ducange and Banduri, At 
. few cities had retained the privilege of coining, almoft all thtfrnprtati 
, of that age iflucd from the mint under the fanclioa 4& the linperial 
authority. 
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God of Light and Poetry. The Unerring ffiafts c x£ p# 
of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his laurel ^-^ 
wreath; immortal beauty > and elegant accom* 
plifhmeiitsi, feem to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were 
crowned with the votive offerings of Conftantine; 
and the credulous multitude were taught to be- 
lieve^ that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the vifible «najefty of their tu- 
telar deity ; and that either waking or in a vifion* 
he was blefled with the aufpicious ©mens of a long 
and vi&oriotis reign* The Sun was universally 
celebrated a$ the invincible guide and proteftor 
of Conftantine ; and the Pagans might reafonably 
expeft that the infulted god would purfue with 
unrelenting vengeance the impiety of his ungrate- 
ful favourite "; 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited H C pro. 
Sovereignty ove* the provinces of Gaul* his Chrif- &&* the 
tian fubje&s were prote&ed by the authority* and of Gaul, 
perhaps by the laws, of a pfrince, who wifely left ^R^° 6 * 
td the gods the care of vindicating their own ho- 
nour* If we . may credit the affertion of Conftan- 
tine himfelf, he had been an indignant fpeftator 
of the favage cruelties which were infli&ed, by the 
hands of Roman foldierg, on thofe citizens whofe 
religion was their only crime u . In the Eaft and 

in 

w The panegyric of Eumenius (vii. inter Pancgyr. Vet ), which 
Was pronounced a few months before the Italian wan abounds with 
the moft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fuperftition of Con- 
ftantine, and of his particular veneration for Apollo, or the Sun ; to 
*hich Julian alludes (Orat. vii. p. a*8, anoXuwt <«.)• See Com- 
tnentaire de Spanheim fur les Cefars, p. 317. 
• n Conftahtin. Orat. ad San&os, c. 35. Rut it might eafily be 
^ewn, that the Greek tranflator has improved the fenfeof the Latia 
1 - R % original; 
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C xx **' * n l ^ e ^ e ft> ^ e " lac ^ ^ cen ^ e different effefts of 
* ■■■ * , ■ .* feverity and indulgence ; and as the former was 
rendered ftill more odious by the example of Ga- 
lerius^ his implacable enemy, the latter was re- 
commended to his imitation by the authority and 
advice of a dying father. The fon of Conftan- 
tius immediately fufpended or repealed the edifts 
of perfecution, and granted the free exercife of 
their religious ceremonies to all thofe who had al- 
ready profeffed themfelves members of the ^hurafck 
They were foon encouraged to depend on the 
favour as well as on the juftice of their foverei^i^ 
who had imbibed a fecret and fincere reverence 
for the name of Chrift, and for the God of the 
Chriftians 14 . 
"March' 3 * ^bout ^^ m °riths after the conqueft of Italy, 
Edidtof the emperor made a folemn and authentic decla- 
ration of his fentiments, by the celebrated edifit 
of Milan, whichh Teftored peace to the Catholic 
church. In the perfonal interview of the two 
weftem princes, Conftantine, by the afcendaat 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur- 
rence of his colleague Licinius; the union of 
their names. and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin j and, after the death of the tyrant of 
the Eaft, the edift of Milan was received as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world x5 . 

The 

original; and "the aged emperor might recollect the perfection of 
Diocletian with a mare lively abhorrence than he had actually felt 
in the days of his youth and Pagan i Cm. 

'»♦ See Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. L viii. xjf. 1. ix. 9^ and in Vit, Conft. 
1. i. c. 16, 17. Ladant. Divin. Inftitut. i. 1. Caecilius de Mort. 
Perfecut. c. 25. 

*s Caecilius (de Mort. Perfecut.. c 48.) has preferyed the Latin 

original ; and Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1.x. c. 5.) has given a Greek 

- tranflatiott 
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The wi£doW of the emperors provided for the CHAR 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights, . of XX ' 
which the Cbriftfyns had been fo unjuftly deprived. 
It was ena&ed, that the places of worftiip, and 
public lands, -which had been confifcated, fbould 
be reftored to the church, without difpute, without 
delay, and without cxpence: and this fevere in- 
junction was accompanied with a gracious pro- 
mife, that if any of the purchafers had paid a fair 
and adequate price, they fliould be indemnified 
from the Imperial treafury. The falutaty regu- 
lations which guard the future tranquillity of the 
faithful, are framed on the principles of enla^pd 
and equal toleration; and fuch an equality muft 
have been interpreted by a recent kdc as an ad- 
vantageous and honourable diftin&ion. The two 
emperors proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and abfolute power to ;he* Chrif- 
tians, and to all others, of following the religion 
which each individual thinks proper to prefer, to 
' which he has addi&ed his . mind, and which he 
may deem the beft adapted to his own ufe. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word, remove 
-every exception, and exa& from the governors of 
the provinces, a ftrifl: obedience to the true and 
fimple meaning of an edift, which was defigned 
to eftablifh and fecure, without any limitation, the 
claims of religious liberty. They condefcend 
to affign two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the hu- 
mane intention of confulting the peace and hap- 

» 

tranflation 6f this perpetual edict, which refers to feme provifional 
regulations. 

^ R 3 pinefs 
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CHAP, pincfe of their people ; and the ptouf hope, that, 
by fuch a conduft, they fihall" apj>$afe and pro- 
pitiate the Deity, whofe feat is in heaven. They 
gratefully acknowledge the many fignal proofe 
which they have received of the divine favour; 
apd they truft that the fame Providence wi]H for 
ever continue to proteO: the profperity of the 
prince and people. From thefe vague and inde- 
finite cxpreifions of piety, three fuppofitions may 
be deduced, of a different, but not of an incom- 
patible, nature. The mind of Conftantine might 
flu&uatp between the Pagan and the Chriftian re- 
ligions. According to the loofe and cqmplying 
notions of Polytheifm, he might acknowledge the 
God of the Chriftians as one of the many deities 
who compofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or per- 
haps he might embrace the philosophic and pleaf- 
ing idea, that, notwithftandihg the variety of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the fects and 
^11 the nations of mankind are united in . the wor- 
fhip of the common Father and Creator of the 
univerfe 1 *. 
Ufc and But the counfels of princes are more frequently 

thcctmftr * n fl ttencec * by views, of temporal advantage, than 
ian mo- by considerations of abftraft and fpeculative truth. 
y ' The partial and increasing favour of Conftantine 

16 A panegyric of Conftantine, pronounced feven or eight months 
after the edict of Milan (fee Gothofred'. Chronolog. Legom, p. 7. 
and Tlllemont, Hift. des Empcreurs, torn, i v. p. 546.), iifes the 
• following remarkable expreffion? " Summe rerum fator, cujus tot 
" nomina font, quot linguas gentium efle voluifti, quera enim te 
u ipfe dici velis, fcire non poffumus. ,, Pinegyr. Vet. tx. %6. In 
explaining Conftantine's progrefs in the faith, Moiheim (p. 971, &c) 
is ingenious, fitbMe, prolix. 

may 
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maynaturally.be" referred to the efteem which he. c ^x P " 
entertained for the moral charafter of the Chrift- 
ians ; .and to a perfuafion, that the propagation 
q{ the gofpel would inculcate the pra&ice of pri- 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may affume in his own conduit, 
whatever indulgence he may claim for his own 
paffions, it is undoubtedly his intereft that all his 
fubje&s fhould refpeft the natural and civil obliga- 
tions- of fociety. But the operation of the wifeft 
laws is imperfect and precarious. They feldom 
infpjre virtue, they cannot always reftrain vice. 
Their power is infufficient to prohibit all that 
they condemn, nor can they always punilh the acr 
tions which they prohibit. The legiflators of anti* 
quity had fummoned to their aid the powers of edu- 
cation and of opinion. But every principle which 
had once maintained the vigour and purity of 
Rome and Sparta, was long fince extinguifhed in 
a declining and defpotic empire. Philofophy flill 
exercifed her temperate fway over the human 
mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very feeble 
fupport from the influence of the Pagan fuperfti* 
tion. Under thefe difcouraging circumftances, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with pleafure 
the progrefs of a religion, which diffufed among- 
the people a pure, benevolent, and univerfal fyf- 
tem of ethics, adapted to every duty and every 
condition of life ; recommended as the will and 
reafon of the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the 
fan&ion of eternal rewards or punifhments. The 
experience of Greek and Roman hiftory could not 
inform' the world how far the fyftem of national 

R 4 manners 
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manners might be reformed and improved by the 
precepts of a divine revelation; and Conftantine 
might liften with fome confidence to the flattering* 
and indeed reafonable, affurajices of La&antius, 
The eloquent apologifl feemed firmly to expett, 
and almoft ventured to promife, that the. efta» 
blifliment of Chriftianity would reftore the inno- 
cence and felicity of the primitive age ; that thq 
worfhip of the true God would extinguifh war and 
diffenfiQn among thofe who mutually considered 
themfejves as the children of a common parent; 
that every impure defire, every angry or felfifli 
paffion, would be reftrained by the knowledge of 
the gofpel ; and that the magiftratea might (heath 
the fword of juftice among a people who would be 
univerfally a&uated by the ferttiments of truth and 
piety, of equity and moderation^ of harpiony and 
univerfal love * 7 . 

The paffive and unrefifting obedience, which 
bows under the yoke of authority, or even of -op- 
predion, mufl have appeared, in the eyes of an 
abfolute monarch, the moft confpicuous and ufe* 
ful of the evangelic virtues ,8 . The primitive 
Christians derived the inftit\ition of civil govern- 
ment, not from the content of the people, but 
'from the decrees of heaven. The reigping em- 
peror, though he had ufurped the fceptre by trean 

^Seethe elegant defcription of La&antius (Divin. Inftitut. v. 
8.) who is much more perfpicuous and pofitive than it becomes a 
4jfcreet prophet- 

,s The political fyftem of the thriftians is explained by Grotius, 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, 1. i. c. 3, 4. Grqtius was a republican and 
an exile, but the mildnefs of bis temper inclined him to fupport the 
jtfta)>!iihed powers, 

fan 
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fon and tfmrder, immediately affutned the facred c ** A P. 
chara&er of vicegerent of the Deity. To the 
Befty alone he was accountable for the abufe of 
his power ; and his fubje&s were indiffolubly 
Ibound, by their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, who 
had violated* every law of nature and fociety. 
The humble Chriftians were fent into the world 
as flieep among wolves ; and jfince they were not 
permitted to employ force, even in the defence of 
their religion, they fhould be ftill more criminal 
if they were tempted to fhed the bipod of their 
fellow creatures, in . difputing the vain privileges, 
pr the fordid poffeffions, of this tranfitory life. 
Faithful to the do&rine of the apoftle, who 9*. 
the reign of Nero had preache4 the* duty of un- 
conditional fubmiffion, the Chriftians of the three 
•firft centuries prgferved their conference pure and 
innocent of the guilt of fecret confpiracy, or open 
^rebellion. While they experienced the rigour of 
■perfecution, they were never provoked either to 
jneet their tyrants in the field, or indignantly tp 
withdraw themfeives into fome remote and fe- 
queftered corner of the globe IS> . The proteftants 
pf France, of Germany, and of Britain, who a£ 
ferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil and! 
religious 1 freedom, have been infulted by the in-? 
vidioHS jcomparjfojgi between the conduct of the 

"9 Tertuljian. Apolog. c 3*, 34» 55» 3<*- Taraen nunquam 
^lbiniani, nee Nigriani vcj Caiiiani invcniri potuerunt Chriftiani. 
Ad Scapulam, c. 2. If this affertion be ftri&Iy trnc, it excludes the 
Chriftians of that age from all civil and military employments, 
which would have compelled them to take an active part in tht 
Service «f their refpe&ive governors. Sec ftloyle** Works, vol. ii. 

*«*•" ... 

primitive 
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C H x P ' pri™^^ a*** °f ^ reformed Chriftians * # . Per* 
Haps, inftead of cenfure, fome applaufe may be.. 
due to the fuperior fenfe ?o*d fpirit of our an- 
ceftors, who had convinced themfelv^s that re- 
ligion cannot abolifh the unalienable rights of 
human nature* 1 . Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive church may be afcribed to its weaknefe, 
as well as to its virtue. A fe& of unwarlike pie- 
; beians, . without leaders, without arms, without 
• fortifications, muft have encountered inevitable 
deftru&ion in a rafli and fruitlefs refiflance to the 
mafter of the Roman legions- But the Chriftians, 
when they deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, or 
fglicited the favour of Conftantine, could ?dtege f 
with truth and confidence, that they h$ld the prin- 
ciple of paffive obedience, and that, in the fpace 
of three centuries, their condudt had always been 
conformable to their principles. They might 
add, that the throne of the emperors would be 
eftablilhed on a fixed and permanent bafis, if all 
their fubje&s, embracing the Chriftian do&rine^ 
Ihould learn to fuffer and to obey. 
Divine In the general order of Providence, princes an4 

clnftan- tyrants are confidered as the minifters of Heaven, 
t inc * appointed to rule or to chaftife the nations of tlic 

earth. But facred hiftory affords many illuftriou$ 

» See the artful Bofluet (Hift. des Variations des Eglifes Pro- 
teftantes, torn. iii. p. n»— 358), and the malicious Bayle (torn. ii. 
p. 6ao.). T namt Bayle, for he was certainly the author of the Avi* 
aux Refugies ; coniult the Dictionnaire Critique de Chauffepie, 
torn. i. part ii. p. 145. 

« Buchanan is, the earlieft, or at. fcaft the moft celebrated, of the 
reformers, who has juftified the theory of remittance. See his Dia * 
logue de Jure Regni apud Scotos, torn, ii. p, 28. 30. edit, fol. 
Ruddi man. 

examples 
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examples of the more immediate iiuerpofition of c HA P. 
the Deity in the government of his chofen people 
The fceptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes, of Jofliua, of Gideon, of David, 
pf the Maccabees ; the virtues of thofe heroe? 
were the motive or the effe£t of the Diving favour, 
the fuccefs of their arms was defHned to atchieve 
the deliverance or the triumph of the church* 
If the judges of Ifr^el were occafiQnal and tem- 
porary magiftrates, the kings of Judah derived 
from the royal un&ion of their great anceftor, an 
hereditary and indefeafible right, which could not 
be forfeited by their own ^ices, nor recalled by 
the caprice of their fubje&s. The fame extraor- 
dinary providejice, which was no longer confined 
tq th§ Je^ifh people, might ele£t Conftantine and 
his family as the pr ote&ors of the JChriftian world ; 
and the devout La&antius announces, in^?t pro- 
phetic tone, the future glories of his long and 
univerfal reign *\ Galerius and Maximin, Max- 
$ntius and Licinius, were the rivals who fhared 
^ith the favourite of Heaven the provinces of the 
empire. The tragic deaths of Galerius and Maxi- 
min. foon gratified the refentment, and fulfilled the 
fanguine <expe Nations, of the Chriftians. The 
fuccefs of Conftantine againft Maxentius and Li- 
jpinius, removed the two formidable competitors 
who ftiU oppofed the triumph of the feconc^ 
David, and his caufe might feem to claim the 
peculiar interpofition of Providence, The cha- 

** Lactant. Divin. Inftitut. i. x. Eufebius, in the courfe of bis 
tyftory, his life^ and his oration, repeatedly inculcates the divine 
right/ of Conftantine to the empire. 

; ra&er 
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^ x* P ' ra ^ er °^ ^ e R° man tyrant difgraced the purple 
l»-y*»», and human nature ; and though the Chriftians 
might enjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
pofed, with the reft of his fubje&s, to the efleQ:* 
x)f his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
du& of Licinius foon betrayed the reluctance 
with which he had confented to the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the edift of Milan.. The 
convocation of provincial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions ; his Chriftian officers were ig- 
nominioufly difmifled j and if . he avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreflioiis were rendered ftill more 
odious, by the violation of a folemn and volun- 
tary engagement* 3 - While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreffion of Eofebius ? was involved 
in the (hades of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
rays of celeftial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Wfeft, The piety of Conftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms ; arid his life of viftory con-p 
firmed the opinion of the Chriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conducted, by the Lord of 
Hofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edift of toleration : and as foon as the defeat 
of Licinius had inverted Conftantine with the fole 
A. D. 3x4. dominion of the Roman world, he immediately, 
by circular letters, exhorted all his fubjefts to 
imitate, without delay, the example of their fove- 

a J Our imperfect knowledge of the perfecution of Licinius is de- 
rived from Eufebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c 8. Vit. Conftantin. 1. i. 
c. 45 — ^6. 1. ii. c. 1, % )« Aurelius Victor mentions his cruelty 
in general terjns. 

reign, 
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feign, and to embrace the divine truth of Chrifti- chap. 
anity * 4 . > _ t _, 

The affurance that the elevation of Conftan- L 0ya i ty 
tine was intimately connected with the defigns of and seal ©F 
Providence, inftilled into the minds of the Chrift- ian party. 
ians two opinions, which, by very different means, 
affifted the accomplifhment of the prophecy. 
Their warm and aftive loyajty exhaufted in his 
favour every refource of human induftry ; and 
they confidently expe&ed that their ftrenuous ef- 
forts would be fecpnded by fome divine and mira* 
culaus aid. The enemies of Conftantine have 
imputed to iaterefted motives the alliance which 
be infepfibly contra&ed with the Catholic church, 
and which apparently contributes to the fuccefs of 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Chriftians ftill bore a very inadequate 
proportion to the inhabitants of the empire ; but 
among a degenerate people, who viewed the 
change of mailers with the indifference of flaves, 
the fpirit and union of a religious party might af- 
fift the popular leader, to whofe fervice, from a 
principle of confcience, they had devoted their 
lives and fortunes * s . The example of his father 
•had inftru&ed Conftantine to efteem and to re- 
ward the merit of the Chriftians ; and in the dif» 

H Eufeb. jn Vit. Conftant* 1. it. c. 34— 42. 48— 60. , 

2$ In the beginning of the laft century, thePapifts of England 
were only a thirtieth, and the Proteftants of France only a fifteenth* 
part of the refpedfive nations, to whom their fpirit and power were 
a conftant object of apprehenfion. See the relations which BentU 
voglio (who was then nuncio at Bruflels, and afterwards cardinal) 
tranfmitted to the court of Rome (Relazione, torn* ii. p. 211. *4i.). 
Bei^tivoglio was curious* well-informed, but fome what partial. 

tribution 
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C h A p. ttibution of public offices, he had the advantage? 
xx# of ftrengthening his government, by the choice of 
minifters or generals, in \Vhofe fidelity he could 
repofe a juft, and uhreferVed confidence By the 
influence of thefe dignified miffionaries, the pro- 
felytes of the new faith muft haVe multiplied in 
the Court and army ; the Barbarians of Gerhiany^ 
who filled the ranks of the legions i were of a care*, 
lefs temper, which acquiefced without refiftance 
in the religion of their commandei" ; and when 
they paffed the Alps, it may fairly be prefttmed* 
that a great number of the foldiers had already 
confecrated their fwords to the fervice of Chrift 
and of Conftantine a6 . The habits of mankind* 
and the intereft of religion x gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodfhed* which had - fo long 
prevailed among the Chriiljans- ; and in the coun-^ 
cils which were aflembled under the gfacious pro- 
tection of Conftantine, the authority of the bifhops 
was feafonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath, and to inflift the penalty of 
excommunication on thofe foldiers who threw 
away their arms during the peace of the church * 7 . 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, in- 
creafed the number and zeal of his faithful ad- 
herents, he .could depend on the fupport of a 

* 6 This carelefs temper of the Germans appears almoft uniformly 
in the hiitory of the conyerfion of each of the tribes. The legions of 
Conftantine were recruited with Germans (Zofitmis> 1. it. p. 86.) T 
and the court even of his father had been filled wfth Chriftians. Sec 
the firft book of the life of Conftantine, by Etifebfas. 

* 7 De his qui arma projiciunt in face, placutt eos abftifiere a com- 
m'unione. Concil. Arelat. Canon iii. The bed critics apply thefc 
words to the £eace of the church- 

I {powerful 
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powerful fa&ion in thofe , provinces, which were chap/ 
ftill poffeffed or ufurped by his rivals. A fecret 
difafFe£tion was diffufed among the Chriftian 
fubje&s of Maxentius and Iicinius'; and the re- 
fentment which the latter did hot attempt to con- 
ceal, ferved only to engage them ftill more deeply 
in the interefl of his competitor. The regular 
cortefpondence which conne&ed the bifliops of 
the moft diftant provinces, enabled them freely 
to . communicate their wifhes and their defigns* 
and to tranfmit without danger Any ufeful intellu 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might 
promote the fervice of Conftantine, who publicly 
declared that he had taken up arms for the deli- 
verance of the church * 8 . 

The enthufiafm which infpired the troops, and Expe&a- 
perhaps the emperor himfelf, had fharpened their belief of 
fwords while it fatisfied their confcience. They * miraclc « 
marched to battle with t foe* full aflurance, that the 
fame God, who had formerly opened a paffage to 
the Ifraelites through the waters of Jordan, and 
had thrown down the walls of Jericho at the found 
of the trumpets of Jofhua, would difplay his vi- 
fible majefty and power in the vi&ory of Conftan- , 
tine. The evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory is pre- 

a8 Eufcbius always confiders the fecond c;vil war againft Liciniug 
as a fort of religious crufade. At the invitation of the tyrant, fomc 
Chriftian officers had refumed their nones; or, in other words, had 
returned to the military fervice. Their conduit was afterwards 
cen fur ed by the lath canon of the Council of Nice \ if this particu- 
lar application may be received, inftead of the loofe and general 
ienfe of the Greek interpreters, B*lfamon, Zonaras, and Alexis 
Ariftenus. See Beveridge, Pandecl. Ecclef. Grasc. torn. i. p. 7*. 
torn. ii. p. 78. Annotation. 

pared 
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C v v P * p^cd to affirm, that their expectations were jttl& 
fied by the confpicuous miracle to ywhich the 
conversion of the firft Chriftian emperor has been 
aimoft Unanimoufly afcribed* The real or ima- 
ginary caufe of fo important an event, deferves 
and demands the attention of pofterity ; and I 
fliall endeavour to form a juft eftiraate of the fa- 
mous vjfion of Conftantine, by a . diflind confi- 
deration of the ftandard 9 the dream, and the celefiial 
Jign ; by feparating the biftorical, the natural, and 
the marvellous p(arts of this extraordinary ftory, 
which, in the compofitjon of a fpecious argument, 
have been artfully confounded in one fplendid 
s^id brittle mafs. 

The laha. \ % j^ inftruipent of the tortures which were in- 

rum, or 

ftandardof jli&ed only on flaves and ftrangers, became an 
obje£t of horror in the eyes of a Roman citizen ; 
and the ideas of guilt, of pain, and of ignominy, 
were clofely united w tlj the idea of the crofs a9 . 
The piety, rather than the humanity, of Conftan- 
tine, foon abolished in his dominions the punifli- 
ment which the Saviour of mankind had conde- 
fcended to fuflfer 3 * ; but the emperor had already 

*9 Nomen ipfum cruets ablit non modo a corpore civium Roma- 
v norum, fed etiam a cogitatione, oculis, auribus.. Cicero proRa- 

berio, c. 5. The Chriftian writers, Juftin, Minucius Faelix,Tef- 
tullian, Jerom, and Maximus of Turin, have in vefti gated with to- 
lerable fuccefs the figure or Iikenefs of a crof s in almoft every objeft 
of nature or art j in the interferon of the meridian andequator, the 
human face, a bird flying, a man fwimming, a maft and yard* a 
plough, TLJlandard, &c &c. &c. See Lipfiua de Cruce, 1. i. c.9. 

3° See Aurelius Victor, who confiders this law as one of the ex- 
amples of Conftantine's piety. An edift fo honourable to Chriftiamiy 
deferved a place in the Theodofian Code, inftead of the indirect men- 
tion of it, which feems to refult from the comparifon of the ▼& and 
xviiith titles of the ixth book. 

3 learned 
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learned to defpife the prejudices of his education, CHAP, 
and of his people, before he could ereft in the 
midft of Rome his own ftatue, bearing a crdfs in 
its right hand ; with an infcription, which referred 
the vi&oiy of his arms, and the deliverance of 
Rome, to the virtue of that falutary fign, the true 
fymbol of force and courage 31 . The fame fym- 
bol faii&ified the arms of the foldiers of Conftan- 
tine; the crofs glittered on their helmets, was en- 
graved on their fhields, was interwoven into their 
banners ; and the confecrated emblems which 
adorned the perfon of the emperor himfelf, were 
diftinguiflied only by richer materials and more 
exquifite workmanfliip 3 \ But the principal ftand- 
ard which difplayed the triumph of the crofs 
Was ftiled the Labarum 33 y an obfcure, though 

3> Eufebius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1. 1. c. 40. The ftatue, or at 
leaft the crofs and infcription, may be afcribed with more probabi- 
lity to the fecond, or even the third, vifit of Conftantine to Rome. 
Immediately after the defeat of Maxentius, the minds of the fenate 
and people were fcarcely ripe for this public monument. 
3* Agnofcas regina libens mea figna necefle eft; 

In quibus effigies crticis aut gemmata refulget 

Aut longia folido ex auro prsefertur in haftis. 

Hoc figno inviclus, tranfmifiis Alpibus Ultor 

Servitium folvit miferabile Conftantinus 

• •••*#*• 

Chriftus pur/ureum gemmanti textus in auro 

Signabat Labarum, clypeorum infignia Chriftus 

Scripferat ; ardebat fummis crux addita criftis. 

Prudent, in Symmachum, l.Ji. 464. 4S6. 
33 The derivation and meaning of the word Labarum 9 or Labor ura^ 
which is employed by Gregory Nazianzen, Ambrofe, Prudentius, 
fkc. ftHl remain-totally unknown ; in fpite of the efforts of the critics, 
who have ineffe#uaily tortured the Latin, Greek,\ Spaniih, Celtic, 
Teutonic, Illyric, Armenian, &c. in fearch of an etymology. See 
Ducange, in Glolf. Med. & infim. Latinitat. fub voce Labarum> and 
.Godefroy, ad Cgd. Thep^of. torn. ii. p. 143. 

Vol. III. S celebrated 



•5* THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, celebrated name, which has been vainly derived 
from almofi all the languages of the world. It i& 
defcribed 3+ as a long pike interfered by a tranf- 
verfal beam. The filken veil which hung dfcwn' 
from the beaiii, was curioufly enwrought with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his children. 
The fummit of the pike fupported a crowrt of 
gold which enclofed the myflerioug monogram, at 
once expreflive of the figure of the crofs, and the 
initial letters of the name of Chrift 3 *. The fafety 
of the labarum was entrufted to fifty guards, of 
approved valour an4 fidelity ; their ftation was 
marked by honours and emoluments 5 and fome 
fortunate accidents foon introduced an opinion, 
that as long as the guards of the labarum weie 
engaged in the execution of their office, they were 
fecure and invulnerable amidfl the darts of the 
enemy. In the fecond civil war Licinius felt and 
dreaded the power of this confecrat^ed banner, the 
fight, of which, in the diftrefs of battle, animated 
the foldrers of Conftantine with an invincible en* 
thufiafm, and feattered terror and difmay through 
the ranks of the adverfe legions 36 » The Chriftian 

emperors, 

34 Eufeb. in VX Conftantin. I. i. c. 30, 31** Baronius (AnnaU 
Ecclef. A. D. ii*, N° »6.) has engraved a reprefentation of the 
Labarum. 

?s Tran (Versa X liter*, fummo captte circumflexo, Chriftnm in 
fcutis notat. Caecilius de M. P. c. 4.4. Cuper (ad M. P. in edit. 
Lnftant. torn. ii. p, 500.) and Baronius (A. D. 31a. N° 2>) 
have engraved from ancient monuments feveral Jpecimen$.( as thus 
C\ \ of thefe monograms* which became extremely fidhU 
Jim, ° r /K ' onaoIc in tue Chriftian worlds 

# Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. l.ii. c. 7, 8, 9. He introduces the 

Iftburum before the Italian expedition j but We narrative fecto* to tn«- 

iicate 
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fehipeffcrs, who refpe&ed the example of Con- 
ftantine, difplayed in all their military expeditions 
the ftandard of the crofs ; but when the degene^ 
rate fucceffofs of Theodoflus had ce^fed to appear 
in perfon at the head of their armies* the laba- 
rum was depQfited as a venerable but ufelefs relic 
in the palace of Cbnflantinople 17 * Its honours 
are ftill preferred on the medals of the Flaviari 
family* Their grateful devbtion has placed the 
monogram of Chrift in the midft of the enfigns 
, of Rome* The fdlemri epithets of, fafety of the 
republic, glory of the army, reftoration of public 
happinefs, are equally applied to the religious and 
military trophies ; and there is ftill extant a me- 
dal of the emperor Conftahtius, where the ftan*. 
dard of the labarum is accompanied with thefe me- 
morable words, By this sign thou shalt con^ 

<QTJER 3 \ 

II. In all otcafioiis of danger or diftreis, it was 
the pra&iceof the primitive Chriftians to fortify 
their minds, and bodies by the fign of the crofs^ 
which they ufed* in all their eccleiiaftical rites, in 
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The dream 
of Con- 
ftahtine. 



dlcate that It was never (hewn at the head of an army, till Con- 
ftantine, above ten years afterwards, declared himfelf tlie eriemy 
of Iaicinius, and the deliverer of the church. 

3 7 Set Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxv. Sozomen, 1. i. c. a. Theo- 
J)han, Chronograph: p. n. Theophanes lived towards the end Qf 
the eighth ceiitury, almoft five hundred years after Coriftantirie. The 
modern Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field the ftandard 
of the empire and of Chriftianity ; atid though they depended on 
every funerftitious hope of defence, the promife of viSory Would 
F toave appeared too bold a fiction. 

3 s The Abbe" du Voifm, p. 103, &c. alleges feveral of thefe me. 
dais, and quotes a particular diflertation of a Jefuit, the Pere de 
©rainville, on this fubjeft. 

Sa all 
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chap, all the daily occurrences of life, as an tnf&Ilibfe 
prefervative againft' every fpecies of fpiritual or 
temporal evil 39 . The authority of the church 
might atone have had fufficient weight to juftify 
the devotion of Conftantine, who, in the feme 
prudent and gradual progrefs, acknowledged the 
truth* and affumed the fymbol, of Chriftianity. 
But the teftimony of a contemporary writer, -tehd 
in a formal treatife has avenged thecaufe of reli- 
gion, beftows on the piety of the emperor a more 
awful and fublime chara&er. He affirms, with the 
moil perfect confidence, that in the night which 
preceded the laft battle againft Maxentras, Con- 
-ft amine was admonifhed in a dream to infcribe 
the ihields of his foldiers with the celejiial Jigrt 
nf God, the facred monogram of the name of Chrift ; 
that he executed the commands of heaven, and 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded by 
die decifive viftory of the Mihian Bridge. Some 
confiderations might perhaps inclkie a fceptical 
mind to fufpeft the judgment or the veracity of 
the rhetorician, whole pen* either from zeal or 
interfeft, was devoted to the caufe of the prevail- 
ing faflion 40 . He appears to have published his 

deaths 

39 TertuTlian, de Corona, c. 3. AthanaGns, torn. i. p. iot. The 
learned Jefu it Petavius (Dogmata Theolog. 1. xv. c. 9, io.) has 
collected many fimilar paflages on the virtues of the croft, which in 
the laft age embar raffed our Proteftant difputants. 

4° Caecilius, de M. P. c. 44. It is certain, that this hiftorical 
declamation was compbfed and publifhed, while Ltcratus, fovcreign 
of the Eaft, dill preferred the friendfhip of Conftantine, and of the 
Chriftians. Every reader of tafte muft perceive, that the ftyle is of 
a very different aid inferior character to that of La&antius $ ajjd 
Jfuch indeed is the judgment of Le Clerc and Lardner (Bibliotheque 

jftbrrmnr 
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death* of- the perfecutors at Nicomedia about chap. 
three years after the Roman: vi&ory ; but the in* 
terval of a thosfand miles, and a thoufand days, 
will allow an ample latitude for the invention of 
Reclaimers, the credulity of party, and the tacit 
approbation of the emperor himfelf ; who might 
Jiften without indignation to a marvellous tale, 
which exalted his fame, and promoted his d$- 
figns. In favour of Iicinius, who ftill diffeirtbledt 
his animofity to the Chriftians, the fame author 
has provided a fimilar vifion, of a form of prayer, 
which was communicated by an angel, and re- 
peated by the whole army before they engage^ 
the legions of the tyrant Maximin. The frequent 
repetition of miracles ferves to provoke, where it 
does not fubdue, the reafon of mankind 4I ; but 
if the dream of Conftantine is feparately confi- 
dered, it miay be uaturally explained either by the 
policy or the enthufiafm of the emperor. Whilft 
his anxiety for the approaching day, which mud 
decide the fate of the empire, was fufpended by a 
fhort and interrupted dumber, the venerable 
• - ' • • , • 

Ancienne et Modernc, torn, ill- p. 438. Credibility of the Gofpel, 
&c. part ii. vol. vii. p. 94.)* Three arguments from the title of the 
book, and from the names of Donatus and Caeciiiug, are produced 
by the advocates for La&antius (See the 1*, Leftocq, torn, ii.- 
p: 46— r6o.) • Each of thefe proofs is fingly weak and defective ; but 
their concurrence has great weight. I have often fluctuated, and 
{hall tamely follow the Colbert MS. in calling the author (whoever 
be was) Csecilius. 

** Csecilius, dc M. P. c. 46. There feems to be fome reafon in 
the obfervation of M. de Voltaire (Qeuvres, torn xiv. p. 307.)* who 
afcribes to the fuccefs of Conftantine the fuperior fame of his La - 
barum above the angel of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favour- 
ably entertained by Pagi, Tillemont, Fleury, &c. who are fond of 
i^creaiing their flock of miracles. 

$3 faroi 
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form of Chrift, and the well-known fymbol of 
his religion, might forcibly offer themfelves to 
the a&ive fancy of a prince who reverenced the 
name, and had perhaps fecretly implored the 
power, of the God of the Chriftians. As readily 
might a eonfummate ftatefraan indulge himfelf in 
the ufe of one of thofe military ftratagems, tme of 
thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Sertorius had 
employed with fuch art and effeft 4 *. The pre- 
ternatural origin of dreams was univerfally ad- 
mitted by the nations of antiquity, and a confider- 
able part of the Gallic army was already prepared 
to place their confidence in the falutary fign of 
the Chriftian religion. The fecret vifion of Con- 
ftantine could be difproved only by the event; 
and the intrepid hero who had paffed the Alps 
and the Appenine, might view with carelefs defpair 
the confequences of a defeat und^r the walls of 
Rome. The fenate and people, exulting in their 
own deliverance from an odious tyrant, acknow- 
ledged that the vi&ory of Conftantine furpaffed 
the powers of man, without daring to infinuate 
that it had been obtained by the prote&ion of the 
Gods* The triumphal . arch, which was ere&ed 

* 

♦» Befides thefe well-known examples, Tollius (Preface* to Boil- 
lcau 8 tranflition ot Longinus) hasdifcoveredavifionof Antigonus, 
•who aflured his troops that he had feep a pentagon (the fymbol of 
fafcty) with thefe words, " In this conquer.'* But Tollius bas 
molt inexcufably omitted to produce his nuthority;' and bis own 
eharacter, literary as well as moral, Is not free from reproach (See 
Chauffepie Diclionnaire Critique, torn. iv. p. 460.)' Without in- 
fift : ng on the filence of Diodorus, Plutarch, Juftin, &c. it maybe 
obferved that Polyaenus, who in a feparate chapter (h iv, c. 6.) has 
colledted nineteen military ftratagejns of Antigonus, is totally ig- 
norant of this remarkable vifion. 

?bpo( 
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about three years after the event, proclaims, in c ha p. 
ambiguous language, that, by the greatnefs of L - y - ^ 
his own mind, and by an injlincl or impulfe of the 
Divinity, he had faved and avenged the Roman 
republic 43 . The pagan orator* who had feized . 
an earlier opportunity of celebrating the virtues 
of the conqueror, fuppofes that he alone enjoyed 
a fecret and intimate commerce with the Supreme 
Being, who delegated the care of mortals to his 
fubordi&ate deities ; and thus affigns a very plau* 
fibie reafon why the fubje&s of Conftantine fhould 
not prefume to embrace the new religion pf their 
fovereign 44 . 

III. The philofopher, who with calm fufpicion Appear- 
examines the dreams and omens, the miracles and a " c £ ^ * 
prodigies, of profane or even of ecclefiaftical thefcy. 
hiftory, will probably conclude, that if the eyes * 
of the fpeftatora have fometimes been deceived 
by fraud, the underftanding of the readers has 
much more frequently been infulted by fi&ion. 
Every event, or appearance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of na* 
ture, has been rafhly afcribed to the immediate 
2&ion of the Deity ; and the aftonifhed fancy of 
the multitude has fometimes given fhape and cor 
lour, language and motion, to the fleeting but 



* 3 Inftinctu Divinitatis, mentis magnitudinc. The infcription on 
the triumphal arch of Conftantine, which has been copied by Baro* 
niiis, Gruter, &c. may ftiH be perufed by every curious traveller. 

**■ Habes profecto aliquid cum ilia mente Divina fecretum; quae 
tfclegata noftra Diis Minoribus cura uni fe tibi dignatur oftendere. 
i*ancgyr. yet. ix. 2. 
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°xx P ' uncommon meteors of the air 45 . Nazajiua and 

v - w -- ,_f Eufebius are the two mod celebrated orators, who 
in ftudied panegyrics, have laboured to exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the Ro- 

A. D. 3*1. man vi&ory, Nazarius 4<s defcribes an army of di- 
vine warriors, who feemed to fall from the iky : 
he marks their beauty, their fpirit, their gigantic 
forms, the ftream of light which beaoaed from 
their celeftial arjnou^ their patience in fufferiog 
themfelves to be heard, as well as feen, by mor- 
tals ; and their declaration that they were feat, 
that they flew, to the affiftance of the great Con- 
ftantine. For the truth of this- prodigy, the Pagan 
orator appeals to the whole Gallic nation, in whofe 
prefence he was then fpeakiug; and feems to 
hope that the ancient apparitions 47 would r^ow 
obtain credit from this recent and public event. 
The Chriftian fable of Eufebius, which, in the 

A. D. 338. fpace of twenty-fix years, might arife from the 
original dream, is caft in a much more correct 
and elegant mould. In one of the marches of 
Conftantine, he is reported to have feen with his 

4S M. Frerct (Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn. iv. 
p. 4ii-«4.37.) explains, by phyfical caufes, many of the' prodigies 
of antiquity ; and Fabricius, who is abufed by both parties, vainly 
tries to introduce the celeftial cro s of Conftantine among the iblar 
Halos. Bibliothec. Grace torn. vi. p. 8—29. 

4* Nazarius inter Panegyr. Vet. x. 14, 15. It is unneceflTary to 
• name the raoaerns, whofe undiftinguiming and ravenous appetite 
has fwaHowed even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

47 The apparitions of Caftor and Pollux, particularly to announce 
~ the Macedonian vitfory, are attefted by hiftorians and public monu- 
ments. See Cicero de Natura Deorum, ii. 2. in. 5, 6. Floras, ii. 
xa. Valerius. Maximus, 1. i. c, 8. N° 1. Yet the moft recent of 
thefe miracles is omitted, and indirectly denied by Livy (xlv. *.)• 

own 
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own eyes the luminous trophy of the crofs, placed chap. 
above the meridian fun, and inferibed with the 
following wArds : By this, conquer. This amaz- 
ing objeft in the Iky aftonifhed the whole army, 
as well ag the emperor himfelf, who was yet un- 
determined in the choice of a religion ; but his 
aftoniihment W as converted into faith by the vi- 
fion of the enfuing night. Chrift appeared be- 
fore .his eyes; and difplaying the fame celeftial 
lign of the crofs, he dire&ed Conftantine to frame 
a fimilar ftandard, and to march, with an af- 
furance of vi&oiy, againft Maxentius and all his 
enemies 48 . The learned bifhop of Casfarea ap- 
pears to be fanfible, that the recent difcovery of 
this marvellous anecdote would excite fome fur- 
prife and diftruft among the molt pious of his 
readers. Yet, inftead of afcertaining the precife 
circumftances of time and place, which always 
jferve to deted faHehood, or eftablilh truth 49 ; in- 
ftead of colie&ing and recording the evidence 
9f fo many living witneffes, who muft have bee* 
fpeftators of this ftupendous miracle 50 ; Eufebius 
contents himfelf with alleging a very fingular 
teftimony ; that of the deceafed Conftantine, who, 
many years after the event, in the freedom of con- 

«* Eufebius, 1. i. c. aS, 29, 30. The filcnce of the fame Eufebius, 
in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, is deeply felt by thofe advocates for 
the miracle who are not abfolutcly callous. 

49 The narrative of Conftantine feems to indicate, that be faw 
the crofs in the iky before he patted the Alps againft Maxentius. 
The fcene has been fixed by provincial vanity at Treves, Befancoii, 
ice. See Tillemont, des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 573. 

s° The pious Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 1317.) rejects 
wrth a figh the ufcful A^fcs of Artemius, a veteran and a martyr, 
who attefts as an eye- witnefs the vifion of Conftantine. 

verfation, 
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CHAP, verfation, had related to him this extraordinary in* 
cident of his own life, and had atfefted the truth o£ 
it by a folemn oath. The prudence and gratitude 
pf the learned prelate forbade him to fufpe& the 
veracity of his viftorious mafter ; but he plainly 
intimates, that, in a faft of fuch a nature, he 
fhould have refufed his aflent to any meaner au- 
thority. . This motive of credibility could not 
furvive the power of the Flavian family ; and the 
celeftial fign, which the Infidels might after- 
wards deride 51 , was disregarded by the Chriftians 
of the age which immediately followed the conver- 
fion of Conftantine *\ But the Catholic church, 
both of the Eaft and of the Weft, has adopted a 
prodigy, which favours, or feems to favour, the 
popular worihip of the crofs. The vifion of Con- 
ftantine maintained an honourable place, in the 
fegend of fuperftition, till the bold and fagacious 
Jpirit of criticifm prefumed to depreciate the tri- 
umph, and to arraign the truth, of the firft Chris- 
tian emperor 5 \ 

Th* 

5» Gelafius Cyzic. in Act. ConcU. Niccn. 1. 1. c. 4. 

5* The advocates for the vifion are unable to produce a fingle 
teftimony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries, who, 
in their voluminous writings, repeatedly celebrate the triumph of 
{he church and of Conftantine. As thefe venerable, men had not 
any diflikc to*a miracle, we may fufpect (and the fufpicion is con- 
firmed by the ignorance ojf Jerom) that they were all unacquainted 
with the life of Conftantine by Eufebius. This tract was recovered 
by the diligence of thofe who tranflated or continued his Ecclefiaf- 
fical Hiftory, and who have reprefented in various colours the 
vifion of the crofs. 

55 Godefroy was the firjt who, in the year 1643 (Not. ad Phi- 
Joftorgium, L i. c. 6. p. i6.)> exprejred any doubt of a miracle 
wliicb had .been fupported with equal zeal by Cardinal Baronius, and 

the 
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The proteftant and philofophic readers of the c *£ A p# 
prefeA age will incline to believe, that, in the ac- <„ .^.j 
count of his own converfion, Conftantine attefted ^fion of 
a wilful falffehood ■ by a folemn and deliberate per- Conftan- 
jury. They may not hefitate to pronounce, th&t, ^ fiSecrc, 
in the choice of .a religion, his mind was deter- 
mined only by a fenfe of intereft ; and that (ac- 
cording to the expreflion of a profane poet 54 ) he 
ufed the altars of the church as a convenient foot- 
ftool to the throne of the empire. A conclufion 
fo harfti and fo abfolute is not, however, warrant* 
ed by our knowledge of human nature, of Con- 
ftantine, or of Chriftianity. In an age of religious 
fervour, the moft artful ftatefmen are obferved to 
feel fome part of the enthufiafm which they in- 
spire ; and the moft orthodox faints affijme the 
dangerous privilege of. defending the caufe of 

the Centuriators of Magdeburgh, Since* that time, many of the 
Proteftant critics have inclined towards doubt and difbelief. The 
objections are urged, with great force, by M. Chauffepie (Diction - 
naire Critique, torn. iv. p. 6r-n, and, in the year 1774, a doctor 
of Sorbpnne, the Abbe du Voifin, ppbliraed an Apology, which de* 
ferves the praife of learning and moderation. 

54 Lors Conftantjn dit ces propres paroles; 
J'ai renverf<6 le culte des idoles j 
Sur les debris de leura temples fumans 
Au J>ieu du Ciel j'ai prodigue l'cncens. 
Mais tous mes foins pour fa grandeur fupreme 
N'eu rent jamais d'autre objet que moi-meme j 
Les faints autels n'etoient a mes regards 
Qu'un marchepie du tr6ne des Cefars. 
L'ambition, hi fureur, les delices 
Etoient mes Dieux, avoient mes facrifices. 
• l»'or des Chretiens, leurs intrigues, leu fang 
Ont cimente ma fortune et mon rang. 

•JTbe poem which contains thefe lines may be read with pleafure, 
}»}t cannot be named with decency. 

truth 
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CHAP, troth by die arms of deceit aod iatfthtwb Per* 
fonal intereft is often the ftandajd of om Bfelief, 
as well as of our pra&ice ; and the feme motive* 
of temporal advantage which might influence the 
public condud and profeffions of Cooftantins, 
would infenfibly difpofe his mind to embrace a 
religion fo propitious to his fame and fortunes, 
His vanity was gratified by the flattering affurance, 
that he had been chofen by Heaven to reign over 
the earth j fuccefs had juftified his divine tide to 
the throne, and that title was founded on the 
truth of the. Chriftian revelation. As real virtqs 
is fometimes excited by undeferved appbufe, the 
fpecipus piety of Conflqntine, if at foil k w^s oply 
fpecious, might gradually, by the influence of 
praife, of habit, and of example, be matured into 
ferious faith and fervent devotion. The bifhopq 
and teachers of the new fed, whole drefs and man* 
ners had not qualified them for the refidence of a 
court, were admitted to the Imperial table; they 
accompanied the monarch in his expeditions; 
and the afcendant which one of them, an Egyp- 
tian or a Spaniard ", acquired over his mind, wag 
imputed by the Pagans to the effed of magic 56 . 
La&antius, who has adorned the precepts of the 

55 This favourite was probably the great Ofius, bifhop of Cor- 
dova, who preferred the paftoral care of the whole church to the 
government of a particular diocefe. His character is magnificently,- 
though concifely, exprefled by Athanafius (torn. i. p. 703.)* See 
Tijlcmont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 5x4—561! Ofiua wa* ac- 
cufed, perhaps unjuftly, of retiring from court with a very ample 
fortune. 

J 6 See Euiebius (in Vit Conftant paflim), an,d Za£o#i*t 1. iL 

8 gofrjel 
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gttfpel with Ac eloquence of Cicero w ; and £ii* cs* * Fi 
febhis, who h*s;c©afecrated the learning and phi* 
tefbphy of the Greeks to the fervice af retigioh *% 
Were both received into the friendfttp ani fami- 
liarity of their fbvereign : and thofe able matters 
of controverfy could patiently watch .the foft and 
yielding moments of perfuafion, and dexteroufly 
apply the arguments which were the beft adapted 
to his chara&er iind underftanding. . Whatever 
advantages might be derived from the acquifitidn 
of an Imperial profelyte, he was diftinguifhed by 
the fplsndour of his purple, rather than by the 
fttperiority of <ws£dora or virtue, from the many 
ikenrfancfe of his fubje&s who had embraced the 
d*&ri»es of Cfariftiiaity. Nor can it be deemed 
incredible, that the mind of an unlettered foklier 
ftuould toaire yielded to the weight of evidence, 
Tririch, in a iiiore enlightened age, has forisfied or 
fubdued the reafon of a Grotius, a Pafcal^ or a 
Locke. In the midft of the incefferit labours of 
his great office, this foldier employed, or affefted 
to -employ, the hours of the night in the diligent 
ftudy of the Scriptures, and the compofition of 
theological difcourfes ; which he. afterwards pro- 
nounced in the prefence of a numerous and 
applauding audience. In a very long difcourfe, 

57 The Chriftianity of Lactantius was of a moral, rather than of 
a myfterious caft. " Erat pane rudis (fays the orthodox Bull) dif- 
*« ciplihse Chriftianse, et in rhetorica melius quam in theologia 
" verjfatus." Defenfio Fidei Nicenas, feci, ii. c. 14. 

58 Fabriciusy. with his ufual diligence, has collected a lift of be* 
t ween threcjand four hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical 
Preparations of Eufebius. See Bibliothec. Grsec. 1. v. c. 4. torn. vi. 
p. 37— 56. 

which 
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C *x£ P# *k* c h * s &m extant, the royal preacher expatiate* 
on the various proofs of religion ; but he dwell* 
with peculiar complacency on the SybilUna 
The fourth verfes % and the fourth eclogue of Virgil *V 
Virgo!* ° Forty years before the birth of Chrift, the Man- 
tuan bard, as if infpired by the celeftial mufe of 
Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp of Ori* 
ental metaphor, the return of the Virgin, the fall 
of the ferpent, the approaching birth of a godlike 
child, the offspring of the great. Jupiter, who 
fliould expiate the guilt of human kind, and go* 
vern the peaceful univerfe with the virtues of hit 
father ; the rife and appearance of an heavenly 
race, a primitive nation throughout the .world ; 
and the gradual reftoration of the innocence and 
felicity of the golden age. The. poet' was perhaps 
unconfcious of the fecret fenfe and objaft of thefe 
fublime predictions, which have been fo unworthily 
applied sto the" infant fon of a conful, or a trium- 
vir (1 : but if a more fplendid, and indeed fpecioua, 
interpretation of the fourth eclogue contributed to 
the conversion of the firft Chriftian emperor, Vir- 

59 Sec Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanctos, c. 19,20. He chiefly de- 
pends on a myfterious acroftic, compofed in the fixlh age after the 
Deluge by the Erythraean Sybil, and tranflatcd by Cicero info La- 
tin. The initial letters of the thirtywfour Greek verfe* form this 
prophetic fentences Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour or 
the World* 

*• In his paraph rafe of* Virgil, the emperor 4*08. frequently affifteU 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Btondel det 
Sybilles, 1. i. cf. 14, 15, 16. 

61 The different claims of an elder and younger fon ofPoflio, of 
Julia, of Drufus, ofMarcellus, are found to be incompatible wi& 
chronology, hiftory, and the good fenfe of VirgU\ 
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gtl may deferve to be ranked among the moft foe* c **£ p < 
cefsful miflionaries of the gofpel 6 \ «_ - w jt 

The awful myfteries of the ChrifKan faith and Devotion? 
worfhip.were concealed from the eyes of ftrangefs* ?"gefof " 
and evea of catechumens, with an afFe&ed fe* ^ ftaiw 
crecy, which ferved to excite their wonder and 
curio^ity fl ^ But the fevere rules of difcipline 
which the prudence of the bifhops had inftituted, 
were relaxed by the lame prudence in favour of an 
Imperial profelyte, whom it was fo important to ' 
allure, by every gentle condefcenfion, into the 
pale of the church; and Conftantine was per- 
mitted, at lead by a tacit difpenfation, to enjoy 
mqft of the privileges, before he had contra&ed 
any of the obligations, of a Chriftian. Inftead of 
retiring from the congregation, when the voice 
of the deacon difmifled the profane multitude, he 
prayed with the faithful, difputed with the bifhops, 
preached on the moft fublime and intricate fub- 
je£ls of theology, celebrated with faered rites' the 
vigil of Eafter, and publicly declared himfelf, 
not only a partaker, but, in fome meafure, 3 prieft 

** See Lowth de Sacra Poefi Hebraeorum PrselecT. xxi. p. 289— 
393. In the examination of the fourth eclogue, the refpectable 
bifhop of London has difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a, 
temperate enthufisfm, which, exalts his fancy without degrading lug 
judgment. 

«J The diftinclion between the public and the fecret parts of di- 
vine fervrce, the mijfa catecbumenorum, and the miffajldelium, and the 
myftcrious veil which piety or policy had caft over the latter, arc 
very judicioufly explained by Thiers, Expofition du Saint Sacre- 
ment, 1. 1 c. 8— ia. p. 59—91 : but as, on this fubjeft, the Papilla 
may reafonably be fufpe&ed, a Proteftant reader will depend with 
more confidence on the learned Bingham. Antiquities, 1. x. c. j. 

and 



»7* ?he decline and fall 

c ha p. and hieropharit; of the Chriftian myfteries *\ The 
i_ w - _f pride of Conftantine might afliime, and his fer- 
uices had deferved, fome -extraordinary diftinftion : 
an ill-timed rigour might have Wafted the un- 
ripened fruits of his conversion ; and if the doors 
ctf the church had -been ftri&ly clofed againft a 
prince who had deferted the altars of the gods, 
the mafter of the empire would have been left 
deftitute of any form of religious worfhip. In his 
laft vifit to Rome, he pioufly difclaimed and in- 
fulted the fuperftition of his 'ancestors, by refofing 
to lead the military proceflion of the equeftrian 
order, and to offer the public vows to the Jupiter 
of the Capitoline Hill 6 \ Many years before his 
baptifm stnd death, Conftantine had proclaimed 
to the world, that neither his perfon nor his 
image ^fhotild ever more be feen within the walls 
of an idolatrous temple; while he diftributed 
through the provinces a variety of medals and 
pi&ures, which reprefented die emperor in an 
humble and fuppliant pofture of Chriftian devo- 
tion 66 . 

Delay of ^e P"^ e °^ Conftantine, who reftifed the pri- 
bisbap. vileges of a catechumen, cannot eafily be ex- 
thc ap. plained or excufed ; but thp delay of his baptifm 

Scath* 1 ° f ma y ^ e J 11 ^ 6 ^ ty &e maxims and the pra£Hce 
of ecclefiaflical antiquity. The facrament of bap- 

«♦ See Eufebius in Vit. Conft. 1. iv. c. 15— 3*. and' the whole 
tenor of Conftantine'6 Sermon. The faith and devotion of the em- 
peror has furnifhed Barontus with a fpeciou9 argument in favour of 
his early baptifm. 

' *5 Zofimus, 1. ti. p. 105. 

* Euftbius in "Vit. Conftant. L iv. c. tj, x6. 

tifin 
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tifin 67 was regularly adminiftered by the bxfliop CHAP, 
himfelf, with his affiftant clergy* in the cathedral 
church of the diocefe, during, the fifty days 
between the folemn feftivals of Eafter and Pen- 
tecoft ; and this holy term admitted a numerous 
band of infants and adult perfons into the bofom 
Of the church. The discretion of parents often 
fufpended the baptifm of their children till they 
could underftand the obligations which they con^ 
traded; the feverity of ancient bifhops exa&ed 
frotai the new converts a noviciate of two or three 
years; and the catechumens themfelves, from 
different motives of a temporal or a fpiritual na- 
ture, were feldom impatient to affume the cha- 
racter of perfed and initiated Chriftians. The 
facrament of baptifm was fuppofed ta contain a 
ftill and abfolute expiation of fin ; and the foul 
was inftaiitly reftored to its original purity, and 
tintitled to the promife of eternal falvation. Among 
the profelytes of Chriftianity, there were many 
who judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary 
rite, which could not be repeated ; to throw away 
an ineftimable privilege, which could never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they 
could venture freely to indulge their paffiom iii 

*7 The tli eery and practice of antiquity with regard to the facra- 
ment of baptifm, have been copioufly explained by Dom. Chardon, 
Hifh dc9 Sacremens, torn. i. p. j— 405 ; Dom. Martenne^ de Riti- 
bus Ecclefae AntiqUis, torn. i. ; atvd by Bingham* in the tenth and 
eleventh books of his ebriftian Antiquities. One ckcutnftance may 
be obferved, in which the modern churches have materially depart- 
ed from the ancient cuftom. The facrament of baptifm (even whert 
tt was adroiciftered to infants) was immediately followed by con* 
iirmatuui and the holy communion. 

Vol. IIL T ' the 
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the enjoyments of this world, while they ftill re- 
tained in their own hands the means of a fure and 
eafy abfolution 68 . The fublime theory of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreffion'on the 
heart, than on the underftanding of Conftantiae 
himfclf. He purfued the great objedk of his am- 
bition through the dark and bloody paths of war 
and policy ; and, after the victory, he abandoned 
himfelf, without moderation, to the abide of 'hi* 
fortune, Inftead of afFerting his' jufl fuperiority 
above the imperfect heroifm and prophane philo- 
fophy of Trajan and the Antonines, the mafture 
age of Conftantine forfeited the reputation which 
he had acquired in his youth. As he gradually- 
advanced in the knowledge of truth, he propor- 
tionably declined in the pra&ice of virtue ; and the 
iame year of his reign in which he convened the 
cbuncil of Nice, was polluted by the execution, or 
rather murder, of his eldeft fon. This date is 
alone fufficient to refute the ignorant and mali- 

6S The fathers, who cenfured this criminal delay, could not deny 
the certain and victorious efficacy even of a death bed baptifm. The 
ingenious rhetoric of Chryfoftom could find only three arguments 
againft theft prudent Chriftians. z. That we fbould love and purfue 
virtue for her own lake,, and not merely for the reward, a. That 
we may be furprifedby death without an opportunity of baptajfnu 
3. J hat although we fhall be placed in heaven, we fhall only 
twinkle like litt'e (Jars, when compared to the funs of righteoufhefi 
who have run their appointed courfe with labour, with iuccefs, and 
with glory. Chryfoftom in Epift. ad Hebraeos, Homil. xiii. apod 
Chardon, Hift. <ks Sacremens, torn. i. p. 49. I believe that thi» 
dehy of baptifrn, though attended with the moft pernicious conic- 
quences, was never condemned by any general or provincial coi}si~ 
cil, or by any public aft or declaration of the church. The seal qC 
the biihops was eafily kindled on much flighter occaiions. ^ 

cidu* 
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cious fiiggeftiona of Zofimus 6 % who affirms, that CffAP. 
after the death of Ciifpus, the remorfe of his fa- xx ' 
tjier accepted from the minifters of Chriftianity 
the expiation which he had vainly folicited from, 
tjbe Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of 
Crifpus, the emperor could no longer hefitate in 
the choice of a religion ; he could no longer be 
ignoraaC that the church was poffeffed of an in* 
fallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the ap- 
plication of it, till the approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapfe* 
The bifhops, whom he fummoned in his laft; 
iUnefe to the palace of Nicomedia, were edified 
by the fervour with which he requefted and re* 
ceived the facrament of baptifm, by the folemn 
proteftation that the remainder of * his life fhpuld 
be worthy of a difciplfe of Chrift, and by his hum r 
ble refufal to wear thfe Imperial purple after he 
had been clothed in the white garment of a Neo- 
phyte. The example and reputation of Conftan- 
tine feemed to countenance the delay of bap- 
tifm 7Q . Future tyrants were encouraged to be- 
lieve, that the innocent blood which they might 
fhed in a long reign would inftantly be wafhed 
away in the waters of regeneration ; and the abufe 
of religion dangeroufly undermined the founda- 
tions of moral virtue. 

*9 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 104. For this difingenuons falfehood he has 
deferved and experienced the harfheft treatment from all the eccle- 
liaftical writers, except Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 334, N° 15— %%) 9 
who had occafton to employ the infidel on a particular fervice againft 

the Arian Eufebius. 

* 

70 Eufebius, I. iv. c. 61, 62, 63. The bifhop of Cacfarea fuppofe* 
the ialvation of Conftantinc with the molt perfect confidence. 

Tz The 
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CHAP. 
XX. 

Propaga- 
tion of 
Chriftian- 
ity., 



The gratitude of the church has exalted the 
virtues and excufed the failings of a generous 
patron, who feated Chriftianity on the throne of 
the Roman world ; and the Greeks, who cele- 
brate the feftival of the Imperial faint, feldom 
mention the name of Conftantine without adding 
the' title of equal to the Apq/iles 7I . Such a com- 
parifon, if it allude to the chara&er of thofe di- 
vine miflionaries, muft be imputed to the extra- 
vagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel 
be confined to the extent and number of their 
evangelic • vi&ories, the fuccefs of Conftantine 
might perhaps equal that of the Apoftles them- 
felves. By the edicts of toleration, he removed 
the temporal difadvantages whic^i had hitherto 
retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity ; and its 
active and numerous minifters received a free per- 
miflion, a liberal encouragement, to recommend 
the falutary truths of revelation by every argu- 
ment which could affe& the reafon or piety of 
mankind. The exa£t balance of the two religions 
continued but a moment; and the piercing 
eye of ambition and avarice foon difcovered* 
-that the profeffion of Chriftianity might contri- 
bute to the intereft of the prefent, as well as of a 
future life 7 \ The hopes of wealth and honours, 
the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his 

V See Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 429. Tbc 
Greeks, the Ruffians, and, in the darker ages, the Latins them- 
felves, have been defirous of placing Conftantine in the catalogue 
of faints. 

7* See the third and fourth, boots of his life. He was accpftomed 
to fay, that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or i© fcruth, 
he fhould ftill rejoice (1. ill - c. 58%). 

irrefiftible 
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irrefiftible fmiles, diffufed convi&iori among the C *L^ P# 
venal and obfequious cro s wds which ufually fill 
the apartments of a palace. The cities which 
fignalized a forward zeal, by the voluntary de- 
finition of their temples, were diftinguiflied by 
municipal privileges, and rewarded with popular 
donatives ; and the new capital of the Eaft gldried 
in the Angular advantage, that Conftantinople 
was never profaned by the worfhip of idols 7 -. 
As the lower ranks of fociety are governed by 
imitation, the converfion of thofe who poffefled 
any eminence of birth, of power, or of riches, was 
foon followed by dependent multitudes 74 . The 
ialvation of the common people was purchafed at 
an eafy rate, if it be true, that, in one year, 
twelve thoufand men were baptifed at Rome, be- 
(ides a proportionable number of women and 
children ; and that a white garment, with twenty 
pieces of gold, . had been promifed by the em- 

7* M. de Tillcmont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 374. 
616.) has defended, with ftrength and fpirit, the virgin purity of 
Conftantinopie againft fome malevolent infinuations of the Pagan 
Zofimus. 

. 74 The author of the Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique des deux 
Indes (torn. i. p. 9.) condemns a law of Conftantine, which gave 
freedom to all the flaves who fhould embrace Chriftianity. The em- 
peror did indeed publifh a law, which reftrained the Jews from cir- 
cumclfing, perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian flaves (fee Euftb, 
In Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 27. and Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. ix. with 
Godefroy's Commentary, torn. vi. p. 247.). But this imperfect 
exception related only to the Jews $ and the great body of flaves, 
who were the property of Chriftian or Pagan trailers, could not im- 
prove their temporal condition by changing their religion. I am 
ignorant by what guides the Abbe Raynal was deceived ; as the 
total abfence of quotations is the unpardonable biemifl? of his en- 
tertaining hiftory. 

T3 . peroy 
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chap, peror to every convert 75 . The powerful influence 
of Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the nai> 
row limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
•education which he bellowed on his fons and 
nephews, fecured to the empire a race of princes, 
whofe faith was ftill more lively aiid fincere, as 
fhey imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, 
<>r at leaft the doftrine, of Chriftianity. War an^ 
commerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpd 
t>eyond the confines of the Roman provinces ; 
and the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble 
and profcribed fed:, foon learned to efteem a 
religion which had been fo lately embraced by 
thegreateft monarch, and the moft civilized na- 
tion of the globe 76 . The Goths and "Gentians^ 
'who enlifted under the ftandard of Rome, re- 
vered the crofs which glittered at the head of the 
legions, and their fierce countrymen received at 
the fame time the leflbns of faith and of humanity^ 
The kings of Iberia and Armenia worfhipped the 

it See Atfa S u Silveftri, and Hift. Ecclef. Nicephor. Callift. 1. vii. 
c. 34. ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 314, N° 67. 74. Such 
evidence is contemptible enough ; but thefe circumftances are in 
tbemfdves fo probable, that the learned Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the 
World, vol. ii*. p. 14 ) has not fcrupled to adopt them. 

7 6 The conveifion of the Barbarians under the reign of Confron- 
ting is celebrated by the ecclefiaftical hiftoriifns (See Sozomen, 1. ii. 
c. 6. and Thtodoret, 1. i. c. 23, 24)- But Rufinus, the Latin tram-* 
flator of Eufebius, d^ferves to beconfidered as an original authority. 
His information was curioufly collected from one of th$ compa- 
nions of the Apoftle of JEthiopia, and from Bacnrius, an Iberian 
prince, who was count of the domeftics. Father Mamacbi Ka ? 
given an ample compilation on the progrefs of Chriftiaaity, in tfc^ 
firil and fecond volumes of his great but imperfect work. 

Go4 
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God of their prote&or; and their fubje&s, who chap. 
have invariably preferved the name of Chriftians, 
foon formed a facred and perpetual connection 
with their Roman brethren. The Chriftians of 
Perfia were fulpe&ed, in time of war, of prefer- 
,ring their religion to their country; but as long 
as peace fubfifted between the two empires, the 
perfecuting fpirit of the Magi was effe&ually re- 
strained by the interpofition of Conftantine 7 \ 
The rays of the gofpel illuminated the coaft of In- 
dia. The colonies of jews, who had penetrated 
into Arabia and ^Ethiopia ?8 , oppofed the progrefs 
of Christianity ; but the labours of the miffionaries 
tyas in feme meafure facilitated by a previous 
knowledge of the Mofaic revelation; and Abyfc 
finia ftill reveres the memory of Friimentius, who, 
in the time of Conftantine, devoted his life to the 
converfion of thofe fequeftered regions. Under 
the reign of his fon Conftantius, Theopfrilus 79 , 
who was hhnfelf of Indian extra&ion, was irl- 
vefted with the double character pf ambaffador 

77 See in Eufebiirs (in Vii. Conftant. L iv. c. 9.) the preffing and 
pathetic cpiftle of Conftantine in favour of his Chriftian brethren 
of Perfia. 

78 g ee Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, torn. vii. p. 182. tora. viii. p. 333. 
-torn. ix. p. 810. The curious diligence of this wuter purfues the 
Jewifh exiles to the extremities of the globe. 

79 Theophilus had been given in his infancy as a hoftage by his 
countrymen of the ifle of Diva, and was educated by the Romans 
in learning and piety. The Maldives* of which Male, or Diva, may 
be the capital, are a clufter of 1900 or 12000 minute ifland, in the 
Indian ocean. The ancients were imperfectly acquainted with the 
Maldives ; but they are deicribed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of Ihe ninth century, published by Renaudot. Geograph,Nubienfis f 
p. 30, 31. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 704. Hjft. Ge- 
uerale des Voyages, torn. viii. 

T4 and 
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c ^ap. and bifliop. He embarked on the Red Sea with 
u*-v-w two hundred horfes of the pureft breed of Cappa- 
docia, which were fent by the emperor to the 
prince of the Sabaeans., or Homerites. Theo- 
philus was entrufted with many other ufeful or cu- 
rious prefents, which might raife the admiration, 
and conciliate the friendfhip, of the Barbarians.; 
and he fuccefsfully employed feveral years in 
a paftoral vifit to the churches of the torrid 
zone 8< \ 
Change The irrefiftible power of the Roman emperors 

tionairdi" was difplayed in the important and dangerous 
£ iul1, • change of the national religion. The terrors of ft 
military fprce filenced the faint and ynfupported 
murmurs of the Pagans, and there was reafon to 
cxpeft, that the cheerful fubmiffion of the Chriftiapi 
clergy, as well as pepple, would be the refult of 
conference and gratitude. It was long fince 
eftablifhed, as a fundamental maxim of the Rq- 
jnan constitution, that every rank of citizens 
were alike fubje£t to the laws, and that the care 
of religion was the right as well as duty of the 
civil magiftrate. Conftantine and his fuccefTors 
could not eafily perfuade themfelves "that they had 
forfeited, by their converfion, any branch of the 
Imperial prerogatives, or that they were incapable 
of giving laws to a religion which they had pro- 
tected and embraced. The emperors (till con r 
A. d. tinued to e^ercife a fupreme jurifdi&ion over the 
• 31*^438. ccclefiaftieal order j and the fixteenth book of the 

80 Philoftorgius, 1. Hi. c. 4, 5, 6, with Godefroy'e learned obfer- 
yations. The hiftorical narrative is foon loft in an inquiry concern* 
ing the feat of paradife, ftrange monfters, &c. 

Theodoiiai* 
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1 - 

Theodofian code represents, under a variety of chap. 

titles, the authority which they affumed in the \J ^-^ 
government of the Catholic church. 

But the diftin&ion of the fpiritual and temporal niftinaioa 

powers 8I , which had never been impofed on the free rituafaod 

fpirit of Greece and Rome, was introduced and con- te^P 01 "* 1 

* powers. 

firmed by the legal eftablifhment of Chriftianity. 
The office of fupreme pontiff, which, from the 
time of Numa to that of Auguftus, had always 
been exercifed by one of the molt eminent of the 
fenators, was at length united to the Imperial 
dignity. The firfl magistrate of the ftate, as often 
as he was prompted by fuperftition or policy, per- 
formed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tions 8a ; nor was there any order of priefts, either 
at Rome or in the provinces, who claimed a more 
facred charafter among men, or a more intimate 
communication with the Gods. But in the 
Chriftian church, which entrufts the fervice of the 
altar to a perpetual fucceffion of confecrated mi- 
nifters, the monarch, whofc fpiritual rank is lefs 
honourable than that of the meaneft deacon, was 
feated below the rails of the fanftuary, and con- 
founded with the reft of the faithful multitude "• 

The 

*' See tha epiftle of Ofius, ap. Atbanafium, vol. i. p. S40. 
The public remonftrance which Ofius was forced to addrefs to 
the foil, contained the fame principles of ecclefiaftical and civil 
government which he had fecretly inftilled into the mind of the 
father. • 

82 M. de la Baftie (Memoires de rAcademie des Infcriptions, 
torn. xv. p. 38 — 61.) has evidently proved, that Auguftus and his 
fucceflbra exercifed in perfoh all the facred functions of pontifcx 
maximus, or high-prieft of the Roman empire. 

8 * Something of a contrary practice had infenfibly prevailed in the r 

jthurch of Conitantinople ; but the rigid Ambrofe commanded Theo- 

dofius 
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° xx P# ^ e cm P cr0r m *gkt be faluted as the father of his 
peopje, but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the fathers of the church ; and the fame marks 
of refpeft, which Conftantine had paid to the per- 
fons of faints and confeflbrs, were foon exa&ed by 
the pride of the epifcopal order 8 \ A fecaet conr 
flift between the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdio 
tions, embarraffed the operations of the Roman 
government; and a pious emperor was alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of touching with a pro- 
fane hand the ark of the covenant The reparation 
of men into the two orders of the clergy and of the 
laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Af- 
fyria, of Judea, of Ethiopia, of Egypt, and of Gaul, 
derived from a celeftial origin the temporal power 
and poflfeffions which they had acquired, Thdfe 
venerable institutions had gradually affimilated 
themfeives to the manners and government of 
their refpe&ive countries * s ; but the oppofiticm or 

dofius to retire below the rails, and taught him to know the differ- 
ence between a king and a prieit. See Theodoret, 1. v. c. 18. 

8 + At the table of the emperor Maxlmus, Martin, bifhop of 
Tours, received the cujS from an attendant, and gave it to the pref - 
byter his companion, before he allowed the emperor to drink; the 
emprefs waited on Martin at table. Sulpicius Severus in Vit. S** 
Martin, c. 33. and Dialogue ii. 7. Yet it may be doubted, whether 
thefe extraordinary compliments were paid to the bifhop or the 
faint. The honours ufually granted to the former character may be 
feen in Bingham's Antiquities, 1. ii. c. 9. and Valef. ad Theodoret, 
1. iv. c. 6. See the haughty ceremonial which Leontius, bifhop of 
Tripoli, impofed on the emprefs. Tillemont, Hift des Erapereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 754. Patres Apoftol. torn. ii. p. 179. 

8 5 Plutarch, in his treatife of Ifis and Ofiris, informs us, that 
kings of Egypt, who were not already priefts, were initiated,'* 
their election, into the facerdotal order. 

contempt 
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contempt of the civil power ferved to cement the chap. 
difcipline of the primitive church. The Chrifti- ij-^Al r 
ans had been obliged to eleft their own magiftrates, 
to raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to 
regulate the internal policy of their republic by a 
code of laws, which were ratified by the confent 
of the people, and the practice of three hundred 
years. When Conftantine embraced the faith of 
the Chriftians, he feemed to contrad a perpetual 
alliance with a diftinft and independent fociety; 
and the privileges granted or confirmed by that 
emperor, or by his fiicceffors, were accepted, not 
as the precarious favours of the court, but as the 
juft and inalienable rights of the ecclefiaftical 
order. 

The Catholic church was adminiftered by the state of 
fpiritual and legal jurifdi&ion of eighteen hundred fhopsun- 
bifeops* 6 ; of whom one thoufand were feated in <Jerthe 
the Greek, and eight hundred in the Latin, pro.- emperors, 
vinces "of the empire. The extent and boundaries 
' of their refpe&ive diocefes, had been varioufly and 
accidentally decided by the zeal and fuccefs of the 
firft miffionaries, by the wiflies of the people, and 
by the propagation of the gofpel. Epifcopal ' 
churches were clofely planted along the banks of 
the Nile* on the fea-coaft of Africa, in the pro- 

96 The numbers are not afcertained by any ancient writer, or 
original catalogue; for the partial lifts of the,eaftern churches are 
comparatively modem. The patient diligence of Charles a S* 
Paolo, of Luke Holftenius, and of Bingham, has laboriously invefti- 
gated all the epifcopal fees of the Catholic church, which wa6 almeft 
commenfurate with the Roman empire. The ninth book of the 
Chriftian Antiquities is a very accurate map of ecclefiaftical geo- 
graphy. 

confular 
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chap, confular Afia, and through the fouthern provinces 
c^v^j of Italy. The Jtifliops of Gaul and Spain, of 
Thrace and Pontus, reigned over an ample ter- 
ritory, and delegated their rural fuffragans to exe- 
cute the fubordinate duties of the paftoral office * 7 . 
A Chriftian diocefe might be fpread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a village ; but all the bifliops 
poffeffed an equal and indelible chara&er: they 
all derived the fame powers and privileges from 
the apoflles, from the people, and from the laws. 
While the civil and military profeffions were fe- 
parated by the policy of Conftantine, a new and 
perpetual order of ecclefiaflieal minifters, always 
refpe&able, fometimes dangerous, was eftabliihed 
in the church and ftate. The important review 
of their ftation and attributes may.be diftributed 
under the following heads : I. Popular ele&ion. 
II. Ordination of the clergy. III. Property. 
IV. Civil jurifdiftion. V. Spiritual cenfures. 
VI. Exercife of public oratory. VII. Privilege 
of legiflative afferftblies. 
I. Election I. The freedom of ele&ions iubfifted long after 
ofbifhop*. the lcgal eftablifhment of Chriftianity a8 j and the 

87 Oft the fubjeft of the rural bifhops, or Cborepifcopi, who voted 
in fynods, and conferred the minor orders, lee Thomaffin, Difcipline 
de I'Eglifc, torn. i. p 447, &c. and Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, 
torn. v. p. 595, &c. They do not appear till the fourth century; 
and this equivocal character,* which had excited the jealoufy of the 
prelates, was abolifhtd before the end of the tenth, both in the 
Eaft and the Weft. 

«* Thomaffin (Difcipline de JEgliff , torn. ii. 1. ii. c % 1—8. 
p. 673— 7" •)- has copioufly treated of the election of bifhops during 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weft 5 but he 
(hews a very partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ariftocracy. 
Bingham (1. iv. c. 2.) is moderate; and Chardon (Hift. des Saece- 
mejiSj torn. v. p. 108 — 12&.) is very clear and concife. 

4 fubje&s 
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fabje&s of Rome enjoyed in the church the pri- chap. 
vilege which they had loft in the republic, of 
chufing the magiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As foon as a bifhop had clofed his eyes, 
the metropolitan iffued a commiffion to one of 
his fuffragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and 
prepare, within a limited time, the future elec- 
tion. The right of voting was vefted in the in- 
ferior clergy, who were beft qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates; in the fenators or 
nobles of the city, all thofe who were diftinguilhed 
by thfeir rank or property'; and finally in the 
whc>le body of the people, who, on the appointed 
day, flocked in multitudes from the moft remote 
parts of the diocefe 8 % and fometimes filenced, by 
their tumultuous acclamations, the voice of reafon 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe acclamations 
might accidentally fix on the head of the moft 
deferving competitor; of fome ancient preibyter, 
feme holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
for his zeal and piety. . But the epifcopal chair 
was folicited, efpecially in the great and opulent 
cities of the empire, as * a temporal, rather than 
as* a fpiritual dignity. The interefted views, the 
fclfifh and angry pailions, the arts of perfidy and 
diffiraulation, the fecret corruption, the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of^ele&ion in the . common- 

*a Incredibilis multitude, non folum ex eo oppido (Tows), fed 
etiam ex vicinis nrbibus ad fuffragia ferenda convenerat, &c.-Sulpi- 
chiH Severus, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. The council of Laodicei (canoit 
xiii.) prohibits mobs and tumults ; and Juftinian confines the right 
of election to the nobility. Novell, exxfii. 1. 

wealths 
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**xv P " wealths of Greece an4 Rome, too often influenced 
the choice of the fuccefibrs of the apoftfeft. While, 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of hi* 
family, a fecond allured his judges by the deli- 
cacies of a plentiful table, and a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to fhaje the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of his facri- 
legious hopes 9 °. The civil as well as ecclefiafticai 
laws attempted to exclude the populace from this, 
fokmn and important tranfa&ion. The canons 
of ancient difcipline; by requiring feveral epif- 
copal qualifications of* age, ftation, &c. reftrainedj 
in fome meafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
ele&ors. The authority of the provincial bHhope, 
who were'affembled in the vacant church to con-, 
fecrate the choice of the people, was interpofed to 
moderate their paffions, and to corre& their mis- 
takes. The hilhops could refufe to ordain an, 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
fa&ions fometimes accepted their impartial medi- 
ation. The fubmiffion, <?r the refiftance, of the 
clergy and people, on various occafions, afforded 
different precedents, which were infenfibly conn 
verted into pofitive laws, and provincial cuftoms 9 * : 
but it was every where admitted, as a fundamental 
maxim of religious policy, that no bifhop could 
be impofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confent of its members. t The emperors, as the 

90 The cpiftles of Sidonius Apollinaris (iv. 25. Vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
fome of the fcandals of the.Gallican church; and Gaul was left 
polifhed and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

9 1 Acompromife was fometimes introduced bylaw or by 
t fent; either the bifhops or the people chofe one of the three 
didates who had been named by the other party. 
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guardians of the public peace, and as the firfl chap. 
citizens of Rome and Conftantinople, might ef- ^ - w -lf 
fe&ually declare their wifhes in the choice of a 
primate: but. thofe abfolute monarchs refpe&ed 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical eleftions ; and while 
they diftributed and refumed the honours of the 
ftate and army, they allowed eighteen hundred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fuffrages of the people *** 
It was agreeable to the dictates of juftice, that 
thefe magiftrates, fhould not defert an honourable 
ftation from which they could not be removed ; 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
ityuch fuccefs, to enforce the residence, and to 
prevent the tranflation of bilhopsi The difcipline 
of the Weft was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the Eaft ; but the fame paffions which made thofe 
regulations neceffary, rendered them ineffe&uaL 
The reproaches which angry prelates hav^ fo 
vehemently urged againft each other, ferve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

II. The bifhops alone poffefled the faculty of IL P rdf - 
fpirifual generation ; and this extraordinary pri- the clergy. 
vilege might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy 93 which was impofed as a virtue, 

as 

9 Z All the examples quoted by Thomaffin (Difcipline de TEglife, 
torn. ii. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 704 -—714O appear to be extraordinary ads of 
power, and even of oppreffion. The confirmation of the. bifhop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular pro- 
ceeding (Hift. Ecclef. 1. ii. 11. )• 

9J The celibacy of the clergy during the firft five or fix centuries, 
is a fubject of difcipline, and indeed of controverfy, which has been 
very diligently examined. See in particular Thomaffin, Difcipline 

de 
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CHAP. a $ a duty, and at length as a pofitive obligation* 
The religions of antiquity, which eftabliftied a 
feparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy face, a 
tribe or family, to the perpetual feirvice of the 
Gods * 4 - Such inftitutions were founded for pof- 
fefSon, rather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritance; and the fiery 
fpirit of enthufiafm was abated by the cares, the 
pleafures, and the endearments of domeftic life* 
But the chriftian fan&uary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifes, or temporal poffeffions. The office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
ftrenuoufly exercifed by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ecclefiaftical profeflion, or who had been felefted 
by a difceniing bifhop, as the beft qualified to 
promote the glory and ir.tereft of the church* 
The bifhops 95 (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

de TEglife, torn. i. 1. ii. c. Tx, Ixu p. 886 — 901. and Bingham's An- 
tiquities, 1. iv. c. 5. By each of theie learned but partial critics, 
one hajf of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

94 Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves the hereditaty fucceffion 
of the priefthood among the Egyfftians, the Chaldeans, and the 
Indians (1. i. p. 84- 1, ii. p. 142- 153. edit. Wefleling). The magi 
are defcribed by Ammianus as a very numerous family : " Per faeculs 
cc multa ad^raefen- una eadcmque profapia multitude creata,Deo- 

- *« ru m cul ti bu * d ed icata ( xxi i i 6 ) . " Au foni us celebrates tbe Stirj s 
Druidarum (De ProfefTbrib. Burdigal. iv.) ; but we may infer from 
the remark of Caefar (vi. 13.), that, jn the Celtic hierarchy, &me 
room wab lrf t for choice and emulation. 

95 The fubjecl of the vocation, ordination, obedience., &c. of the 
clergy, is laborioufiy difcufled by Thomaflift (Difciplinede r£gltfc 9 
torn. ii. p. 1 — 83.) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Afitfqqi- 
tk«, more eipeciaily the 4th, # 6th, and 7th chapters)* When tfce 

brt&fcer 
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« 

the prudence of the laws) might conftrain the c H£ P. 
relu&ant, and proteft the di^reffed ; and the im- 
pofition of hands for ever beftowed fome of the 
moft valuable privileges of civil; fociety. The 
whole body of the Catholic clergy, more nume- 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice, private or public, 
all municipal offices, and all peribnal taxes and 
contributions, which preffed on their fellow-citizens 
with intolerable weight ; and . the duties of their 
holy profeflion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic 96 . Each 
bifhop acquired an abfolute and indefeafible right 
to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whom he 
ordained : the clergy of each epifcopal church, 
with its, dependent parifhes, formed a regular and 
permanent fociety ; and the cathedrals of Con- 
ftantinople 97 and Carthage 98 maintained their pe- 
culiar 
• 

brother of St, Jerom was ordained In Cyprus, the deacons forcibly 
flopped his mouth, left he mould make a folemn proteftation, which 
might invalidate the holy rites. 

9 5 The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from 
the Chriftian emperors, is contained in the 16th book of theTheo- 
dofian code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned 
Godefroy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppofite prejudices of 
a civilian and a proteftant. 

97 Juflinian, Novell, ciii. Sixty pre fbyters, or priefts, one hun- 
dred deacons, forty deaconefles, ninety fub-deacons, on* hundred 
and ten readers, twenty- five chanters, and one hundred door- 
keepers; in all, five hundred and twenty- five. This moderate 
number was fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the 
church, which had been involved in debt and ufury by the expence 
of a much higher eftablimment. 

9* TJniverfus clerus ecclefiac Carthaginienfis . . . fere quingenti vel 
amplius; inter quos quampluri mi erant leclores inftntuli. Vidtor 
Vitenfi?, de Perfecut. Vandal, v. 9. p. 78. edit. Ruinart. This 

Vot. III. V remnant 
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chap, culiar eftablifhment of five hundred ecclefiaftical 

XX. 

minifters. Their racks' 9 and numbers were in- 
fenfibly multiplied by the fuperftition of the times, 
which introduced into the church the fplendid 
ceremonies of a Jewifh or Pagan temple ; and a 
long train of priefts, deacons, fub-deacons, aco- 
lythes, exorcifts, readers, fingers, and door- 
keepers, contributed, in their refpe&ive ftations, 
to fwell the pomp and harmony of religious 
worfhip. The clerical n&me and privilege were 
extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
fupported the ecclefiaftical throne xo °. Six hun- 
dred parabolani, or adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred copiata, or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at . Conilantinople j and 
the fwarms of monks, who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and darkened the fatce of the Chriftian 
world. , 

wrty^ '**• T ^ e ec ^ °£ Milan fecured the revenue as 

A. D. 313- well as the peace of the church I0 \ Tht Chriftians 

not only recovered the lands and houfes of which 

they had been dripped by the perfecuting laws of 

remnant of a more profperous ftate fubfifted under the opprcflion 
of the Vandals. 

99 The number oife*ven orders has been fixed in the Latin church, 
exclufive of the epifcopat character*. But the four inferior ranks, 
the minor orders, are now reduced to empty and ufelefs titles. 

100 See Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. %. leg. 41, 43. Godefroyt 
Commentary, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria," ihew 
the danger of thefe pious inftitutions, which often dtfturbed the 
peace of that turbulent capital. 

101 The edict of Milan (de M. P. c. 48.) acknowledges, by re- 
citing, that there exifted a fpecies of landed property* ad jus corporis 
eorum, id eft, ecclefiarum non hominum fingulorun* perttneatia. 
Such a folemn declaration of the fupreme magistrate muit hare been 
received in all the tribunals as a maxim of ciril law. 

Diocletian, 
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Diocletian, but they acquired a perfeffc title to all CHA P. 
the pofieffions which they had .hitherto enjoyed by 
the eonnivartde of the magiftrate. As foon as 
Chriftianity became the religion of the emperor 
and. the empire, the national clergy might claim 
a decent and honourable maintenance : and the 
payment of an annual. tax might have delivered 
the people from the more oppteflive tribute, 
which fuperftition impofee on her votaries*. But 
as the wants and expellees of the church increafed 
with hef ptfofperity, the ecclefiaftical order was 
ttill fupported and enriched' by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
edift of Milan, Conftantine granted to all his a. D. j«. 
fubjefts the free and univerfal permiffion of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church I0i ; and their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was cheeked by luxury or 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftream at the hour 
of their death. The wealthy Chriftians wera 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign* 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa* 
trimony, may be charitable without merit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that, he fhould , 

purchafe the favour of Heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at "the expence of the induftrious ; and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic* The fame meffenger who carried over 

. *» Habeat unufquifque licentiam fan&ifltmo Catholic* {ecdeft*) 
vencrabilique concilio, decedens bonorum quod Optavit relinquere. 
Cod. Thcpdof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 4. This law was puhlifhed at 
Rome, A. D. 321, at a time when Conftantine might fbrefee tht 
probability of a rupture with the emperor of the £*&. 

Ua to 
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chap, to Africa the head of Maxentius, might be en- 
trufted with an epiflle to Caecilian, bifhop of 
Carthage, The emperor acquaints him, that the 
treafurers of , the province aredire&ed to pay into 
his hands the fum of three thoufand folles^ or 
eighteen thoufand potmds fterKng, and to obey 
his farther requifitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania l0 \ 
The liberality of Conftantine increafed in a juft 
proportion to his fjakh, and to his vices* He 
affigned in each city a regular allowance of corn, 
to fupply the fund' of ecclefiaftical charity ; and 
the perfons of both fexes who embraced the mq- 
naftic life, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalem, Conftantinople, &c. dis- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfeft 
labours of antiquity ,0 *. The form * of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was fimple and oblong; though 
they might fometimes fwell into the fhape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofs. The timbers were framed for the moll 
part of .cedars of Libanus ; the roof was covered 

"J Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. 6. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iv, c. »S. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian hero, 
which the bifliop hrnifelf had an opportunity of knowing, and even 
of tailing. 

«* Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1. x. c. a, 1, 4. The bifliop of Casfarca, 
who ftudied and gratified the taftc of his mafter, pronounced in 
public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jerufalem (in Vit. 
Conf. 1. iv. c. 46.). It no longer exifts, but he has inferted in the 
life of Conftantine (1. iii. c. 36.), a fhort account of the architec- 
ture and ornaments. He likewife mentions the church of the holy 
Apoftles at Conftantinople'(I. iv.c. 59.). 

wifh 
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ivith tiles,, perhaps of gilt brafs ; and the \valls, c HA P. 
the columns, the pavement, were ingrufted with 
variegated 1 marbles. The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filk and gems, were 
profiifely dedicated to the fervice of the altar; 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis of landed property t 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juftinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 
and people. An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be reafonably affigned to the 
bifhops, who wete placed at an equal diftance 
between riches and poverty ,os , but the ftandard 
of their wealth infenfibly rofe with the dignity 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
An authentic but imperfect 106 rent-roll fpecifies 
fome houfes, (hops, gardens, and farms, which 
belonged to the three BafMca of Rome, St. Peter, 
St. Paul, ^nd St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eaft. They produce, 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, aro- 
matics, &c. a clear annual revenue of twenty-? 
two thoufand pieces of gold, or twelve thoufand 

x °s See Juftinian. Novell, cxxiii. 3, The revenue of the patriarch?, 
and the moft wealthy bifhops, is not expreffVd ; the higheft annual 
valuation of a bifhopric is flated at thirty, and the loweft at two, 
pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken zXjixtten, but thcfe 
valuations are much below the real value. 

io5 See Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 324. N° 58. 65. 70* 71.). 

Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpecled; 

yet thefe rent rolls have an ancient and authentic colour; an 1 it is 

at leaft evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when 

farm*) not kingdom* r, were the objects of papal avarice. 

U 3 pounds 
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CJ x£ P " P oun( k fterlirig. In the age of Conftantine and 
Juftiniaji, the bifliops no longer poffeffed, perhaps 
they no longer deferred, the unfufpedting confi- 
dence of their clergy and people. The ecclc- 
fiaftical revenues of each diocefe were divided into 
four parts; for the refpettive ufes, of the bifhop 
himfelf, of his inferior clergy, of the poor, and 
of the public worihip; and the abufe of this 
facred truft was ftrj&ly and repeatedly check- 
ed 107 . The patrimony of the church was ftill 
fubjefl: to all the public impofitions of the ftate *°% 
The clergy of Rome, Alexandria, Thefialonica, 
&c. might folicit and obtain fome partial exemp- 
tions } but the premature attetnpt of the great 
council of Rimini, which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully refilled by the fon of 
Conftantine 109 . 

IV. The 

«°7 Sec Thomaflin, Difcipline dc l'Eglife, torn, iii. 1. ii. c. 13, 
J4, 15. p. 689—706. The legal divifion of the ecclefiaftical revenue 
does not appear to have been eftablifhed in the time of Ambrofe 
and Chryfoftom. SimpKcius and Gelafius, who were biftiops of 
Kome in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it io their 
paH oral letters as a general law, which was already confirmed by 
the cuftom of Italy. 

108 Ambrofe, the moft ftrenuous afferter of ecclefiaftical privileges, 
fubmits without a murmur to the payment of the land-tajc. «« Si 
" tributum petit Jmperator, non negamus j agri ecclefisc folvunt 
" tributum ; folvimus qu$ funt Caeforis Casfai i, & qua funt Dei 
1' Deo: tributum Csefaris eftj non negatur.*' Baronius labours to 
interpret this tribute as an aQ of charity rather than of duty (Annal. 
Ecclef. A. D. 387.) ; but the words, if not the inteqtions, of Am- 
brofe, are more candidly explained by ThomaiBn, Difcipliac dc 
l'Eglife, torn. iii. 1. i. c. 34. p. *6Z. 

J0 » In Ariminenfe fynodo fuper ecclefiarum &clericorum ptifile- 
gris tractatu habito, ufque eo difpoutio progreffa eft, ut jug* quae 
viderentw ad ecclefiam pertinerc, a publica funltione ceflarcnt in* 
quietudine defiftente : quod npftra yidetur dudumftcdiorepulfifle, 

Cod. 
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IV- The Latin clergy, who ereaed their tri- CI £* P * 
bunal on the ruins of the civil and common law, <_ -^..-j 
have modeftly accepted as the gift of Conftan- J^™ 1 
tine "% the independent jurifdi&ion, which was tion. 
the fruit of time, of accident, and of their own 
induftry. But the liberality of the Chriflian em- 
perors had a&ually endowed them with forr^e legal 
prerogatives, which fecured and dignified the 
facerdotal chara&er '". i- Under a defpqtic 
government, the bifhops alone enjoyed and a£» 
ferted the ineftimable privilege of being tried 
only by their peers ; and even in a capital accufa- 
tion, a fynod of their brethren were the fote 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a tri- 

Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini car- 
ried this point, fuch practical merit might have atoned for iome 
jjpeculative fcerefies. 

110 From Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 517.) and Sozomen 
(I. i. c. 9.) we are afluved that the epifcopal juri Miction was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conftantihe ; but the forgery ui a famous t 
edict, which was never fairly inferted in the Theodolian Code (fee 
at the end, torn. vi. p. 303.)* 1* demonftiated by Godefroy in the 
moft fetisfactory manner. It is ftrange that M. de Montefquiciv, 
who was a lawyer as. well as a philofopher, fhould allege this edict 
of Conftantine (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 16.) without intimating 
any fufpicion. 

»» The fubjefl: of ecclefiaftical jnrifdiction has been involved irt a 
mift of paffion, of prejudice, and of intereft. Two of the faireft 
books which have fallen into n»y hands, are the Inftitutes of Canon* 
Law, by the Abb6 de Fleury, and the Civil Hiftory of Naples, by . 
Giannone. Their moderation was the effect of fituation as well as 
of temper. Flenry was a French* ecclefiaftic, who refpected the 
authority of the parliaments; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the church. And .here let me obferve, that 
as the general propositions which I advance are the nfult of many 
particular and imperfect facts, I muft either refer the reader to thofe 
modem authors who have exprefsly treated the fubject, or fwell 
thefe notes to a difagreeable and difproportioned uze. 

U 4 bunal, 
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CHAP, bunal, unlefs it was inflamed . by perfonaL refent- 
ment or religious difcord, might be favourable, 
or even partial, to the facerdotal order : but Con- 
ftantine was fatisfied "% that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal: and the 
Nicene council was edified by his public declara- 
tion, that if he furprifed a bifhop in the. aft of 
adultery, he fhould caft his Imperial mantle over 
the. epifcopal finner. 2. The* domeftic jurif- 
diftion of the bifhops was at once a privilege and 
a «ftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whofe civil 
caufes were decently withdrawn from the cog- 
nizance of a fecular* judge. Their venial offences 
werte not expofed to the fhame of a public trial or 
punifhment; and the gentle correction, which 
the tendernefs of youth may endure from its pa- 
rents or inftruftors, was jnflifted by the temperate 
feverity of the bifhops. But if the / clergy wete 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufficientjly 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial profeflion, the Roman magiftrate 
drew the fword of juftice, without any regard to 
ecclefiaftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the bifhops was ratified by a pofitive law; and 
the judges were inftrufted to execute,- without 
appeal or delay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe va- 
lidity had hitherto depended on the confent of the 
parties. The conversion of the magiftrates 
themfelves, and 'of the whole empire, might gra- 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of the Chrif- 

*»* Tillemont has collected from Ruffntis, Theodoret, &c. the 
fentiments and language of Conftantine. Mem. Ecclef. torn. Hi. 

P- 749> 75°* 
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. tans* But they ftitt reforted to the tribunal of c ha p, 
the bifhops, whofe abilities and integrity they u-^y^-j 
efteemed; -and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 
fetisfa&ion of complaining that his fpiritual func- 
tions were perpetually interrupted by the invidious 
labour of deciding the claim * or the poffeflion of 
filver and gold, of lands and cattle. 4. The 
ancient privilege of fan&uary was transferred to 
the Chriftian temples, and extended, by the liberal 
piety of the younger Theodofius, to the precinflt* 
of confecrated ground" 3 . The fugitive, and 
even guilty, fuppliants, were permitted to im- 
plore, either the juftice, or the mercy, of the 
Deity and his minifters. The ralh violence of 
defpotifm was fufpended by the mild interpofition 
of the church ; and the lives or fortunes of the 
moil eminent fubje&s might be prote&ed by the 
mediation of the bifhop, 

V, The biihop was the perpetual cenfor of the v. Spin- 
morals of his people. The difcipline of penance ^^ ea " 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
dence 114 , which accurately defined the duty of 

private 

" 3 See Cod. Thcod. 1. ix. tit. xlv. leg. 4. Iu the works of Fra 
Paolo (torn. iv. p. 192, «&c.) there is an excellent difcourfe on the 
origin, claims, abufes, and limits of fanftuaries. He juftly obferves, 
£hat ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty azyla 
or fanctuaries ; a number which at prefent may be found in Italy 
within the walls of a (ingle city. 

114 The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by 
the canons of the councils. But as many cafes were #ill left to the 
difcretion of the biftiops, they occafionally published, after the ex- 
ample of the Roman Praetor r the rules of difcipline which they 
propofed to obferve. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth 
century, thofe of Bahi the Great were the moft celebrated. They 
are inferted in the Pandc&s of Bcveridge (torn* ii. p. 47— 151.) » 
; - and 
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chap, private or public confeffion, the rules of evidence, 
the degrees of guilt, and the meafure of punish- 
ment. It was impoffible to execute this fpiritual 
cenfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, who punifhed the 
obfcure fins of the multitude, refpc&td the con- 
fpicuous vices and deftru&ive crimes of the. ma- 
giftrate : but it was impoffible to arraign the condaft 
of the magiftrate, without . controuling the adnaini- 
ftration of civil government. Some confiderations 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, protected the facred 
perfons of the "emperors from the zeal or refent- 
ment of the bifhops; but they boldly cenfured 
and excommunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 
were not invefted with the majefty of the purple, 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the mi- 
nifters of Egypt ; and the interdift which he pro 
nounced, of fire and water, was folemnly tranf- 
. mitted to. the churches of Cappadocia " 5 . Under 
the reign of the younger Theodofius, the polite 
and eloquent Synefius 9 one bf the defendants of 
Hercules fl % filled the epifcopdl feat of Ptofemais, 

and are tranflated by Chardon. Hift» des Sacremens, torn. iv. 
p, ai9— X77. 

"5 Bafil Epiftol. xlvii. in Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 370. 
N° 91. ), who declares that he purpofely relates it, to convince go- 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fentence of excommum- 
r cation. In his opinion, even a royal head is not fafe from the 
thunders of the Vatican : and the cardinal thews himfelf much more 
confiftent than the lawyers and theologians of the Gallican church, 

116 The long feries of his aneeftors, as high as Euryfthenes, the 
firft Doric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
cules, was inferibed in the public regifters of Cyrene, a Lacedaemo- 
nian colony. (Synef. Epift. Ivii. p. 107. edit. Petav.) Such a pure 
and illuftrious pedigree of feventeen nundred years, without adding 
the royal aneeftors pf Hercules, cannot be equalled in the hiftery of 
mankind, 

Mar 
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near the ruins of ancient Cyrene 118 , and the phi- chap. 
lofophic bifhop fupported, with dignity, the cha- xx# 
rafter which he had affumed with relu&ance " 9 , 
He vanquiflied the monfter of Libya, the prefi* 
dent Andronicus,'- who abufed the authority of a 
venal office, invented new modes^of rapine and 
torturfe, and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion 
and that of facrilege ,a0 . After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haughty magiftrate by mild and 
religious admonition, Synefius proceeds to inflift 
the laft fentence of ecclefiaftical juftice ***, which 

118 Synefius (de Regno, p. %.) pathetically deplores the fallen 
and ruined ftate of Cyrene, *oX»sEAtojn*> v&haw o>o[au xunri^t, xa$ 
•» wit (av^ol ran voikxi <ro$v\, >t/» frirnf *** Ketrr^cf Kan fxtya tfiMrtoj** 

; Ptolemais. a new city, %% miles to the weft ward of Cyrene, affumed 
the Metropolitan honours pf the Pentapolis, or Upper Libya, which 

' were afterwards transferred to Sozufa. See Wefieling Itinerar, 
p. 67, 68. 732. Cellarins Geograph. torn. ii. part ii. p. 7a. 74. 
Carolus a S* Paulo Gcograph. Sacra, p. 173. d\Anvil!e Geographic 
ancienne, torn. iii. p. 43, 44. Memoires de l'Acad. des Infcrip-' 
ttons, torn, xjorvii. p. 363-^-391. 

"9 Synefius had previouily reprefented his own difqualificatione 
(Epift. G- v. p. 246*— 250.). He lovtd profane ftudies and profane 
fports j be was incapable of fupporting a life of celibacy ; he did 
believed the refurreftion \ and he rcfufed to preach fables to the 
people, unlefs he might be permitted to pbilofopki%e at home* 
Theophilus, primate of Egypt, who knew his merit, accepted this 
extraordinary ^compromiic. See the life of Synefius in Tillemont 
£lem. Ecclcf. torn. xii. p. 499 — 554. 

,z0 See the inventive of Synefius, Epift- lvii. p. 191^-aoi. The 

. promotion of Andronicus was illegal ; fince he was a native of Be- 
renice, in the fame province. The inftruments of torture are curi- 
oufly fpecified, th« «*«r»£^, or prefs, the iaxrwXufi^a, the tso^or^aC*), 
the fito\<x.Qtc s the ura.y^a 9 and the %et*or^$»u, that varioufly preffed 
or diftended the fingers, the feet, the nofe, the ears, and the lips 
of the victims. 

iU The fentence of excommunication is exprefled in a rhetorical 
flyle. (Synefius, Epift, lviii. p. 201— -203.) The method of in* 
volving whole families, though fomewhat unjuft, was improved 
Into national interdicts, 

devotes 



3oo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, devotes Andronicus, with his affociates and theitf 
u^vLj families, to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
or Sennacherib, more deftru&ive than war* pefti- 
lence, or a. cloud of locufts, are deprived of the 
name and privileges of Chriftians, of the partici- 
pation of the facraments, and of the hope of 
Paradife. The bifliop exhorts the clergy, the 
ttiagiftrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
. with the enemies of Chrift ; to exclude them from 
their houfes and tables ; and to refufe them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites of 

t a 

burial. The church of Ptolemais, obfcure and 
contemptible as fhe may appear, addreffes this 
/ declaration to all her fifter churches of the world ; 

and the profane who rejeft her decrees, will be 
involved in the guilt and- punifliment of Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe fpiritual 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court ; the trembling prefident 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de* 
fcendant of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfa&ion of 
raifing a proftrate tyrant from the ground 1 ". 
, Such principles and fuch examples infenfibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the *• Roman pontiffs, who 
have trampled on the necks of kings. 
vi. Fire- VI. Every popular government has experienced 
public the effeftsofrude or artificial eloquence. Thecoldeft 
preaching, nature is animated, the firmeft reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfe ; 

121 Sec Synefius, Epift. xlvii. p. j86, ll'fi Epift. lxxii. p. *x?» 
219. Epift. lxxxix. p. 230— 231. 
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a&d each hearer is affe&ed by his own paffions, chap,. 
and by thofe of the furrounding multitude. The 
ruin of civil liberty had filenced the demagogues 
of Athens, and the tribunes of Rome ; the cuftom 
of preaching, which feems to conftitute a confi- 
derable part of Chriflian devotion, had . not been 
introduced into the temples of antiquity ; and the 
ears of monarchs were never invaded by the harfh 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of 
the empire were filled with facred orators, who 
poffefTed fome advantages unknown to their pro- 
fane predecefTors " 3 . The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed, with equal 
arms, by flcilful and refolute antagonifts; and 
the caufe of truth and reafon might derive an 
accidental fupport from the conflict of hoftile 
paffions. The bilhop, or fome diftinguifhed pref- 
byter, to whom he cautioufly delegated the powers 
of preaching, harangued, without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmiffive multitude^ 
whofe minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful ceremonies of religion. Such was the 
ftri£t fubordination, of the Catholic church,* that 
the fame concerted founds might • iffue. at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
were tuned " 4 by the mafter hand of the Roman or 

Alexandrian 

143 See Thomafiin (Discipline de 1'Eglife, torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 83. 
p. 1761—1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol. i." 1. xiv, c. 4. 
p. 688 — 7i7-)« Preaching was confidered as the mod important 
office of the bifhop; but this function was fometimes intruded to 
fuch prefbyters as Chryfoftom and Auguftin. 

»4 Queen Elizabeth ufcd this expreflion, and practifed this art, 
whenever fhe wifhed to prepoflefs the minds of her people in favour 
of any extraordinary meafure of government. The hoftile effects of 4 
this fnufii were apprehended by her fuccellbr, and fevercly felt by his 

fon. 
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C 5J^ P - Alexandrian primate. The defign of this infti- 
tution was laudable, but the fruits were not always 
falutary. The preachers recommended the prao 
tice of the ' focial duties ; but they efcalted the 
perfe&ion of monaftic virtue, which is painful to 
the individual, and ufelefs to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a fecfet wife* 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage the 
wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of the poor* 
The moll fublime reprefentations of the attributes 
and laws of the Deity were fullied by an idle 
mixture of metaphyfical fubtleties, puerile rites* 
and fictitious miracles : and they expatiated, with 
the mod fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
hating the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peac^ was 
diftraSed by herefy and fchifm, the facred orators 
. founded the trumpet of difcord, and perhaps of 
fedition. The underftandings of their congre- 
gations were perplexed by myftery, their paffions 
were inflamed by inve&ives! and they rafted 
from the Chriftian temples of Antioch or Alexan* 
dria, prepared either to fuffer or Jo inflift martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language is 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
the Latin bifhops ; but the compofitions of Gre- 
gory and Chryfoftom have been compared with 
the mod fplendid models of Attic, or at leaft of 
Afiatic, eloquence " 5 . 

» 

ion. u When pulpit, drum eccIefiafticV* &c. Sec Heylin's Life of 
Archbilhop Laud, p. 152. 

**s Thofe modeft orators acknowledged, that, as they were dcfti- 
tute of the gift of miracles* they endeavoured to acquire the arts of 
eloquence. 

VIL Tie 
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VII. The reprefentathres of the Chriftian re- c ** £ p - 
public were regularly affembled in the fpring and <— -v-^-» 
autumn of each year : and thefe fynods diffufed ^w/jf" 
the fpirit of ecclefiaftical difcipline and legiflation legiflativc 
through the hundred and twenty provinces of the 
Roman world 1 * 6 . The archbifhop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered, by the laws, to fummon the 
fuffragan bifliops of his province; to revife their 
conduct, to vindicate theft rights, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were elefted by the clergy and people to fup- 
piy the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople, who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdi&ion, convened the numerous 
affembly of their dependent bifliops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fynods, 
was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- 
ever die emergencies of the church required this 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bifliops, or the deputies of each 
province, with an order for the ufe of poft-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey* At an early period, when Con- A. t>. 314, 
f&ntine was the prote&or, rather than the pro- 
felyte, of Christianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to the council of Aries ; in which the 
bifliops of York, of Treves, of Milan, and of 

w* The council of Nice, in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and feventh, 
canons, has made fome fundamental regulations concerning fynods, 
metropolitans, and primatet. The Nicene canons have been va- 
rioufly tortured, abufed, interpolated, or forged, according to the 
intereft of the clergy. Tfee Suburbicarian churches, afligned Cby 
Rufinus) to the biihop of Rome, have been made the fubject of 
vehement controverfy. See Sirraond. Opera, torn. iv. p. 1—238. 

Carthage, 
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chap. Carthage, met as friends and brethren, to debkte 
*. - u - ■ in their native tongue on the common intereft of 
A. 0.3*5. the Latin or Weftern church 1 * 7 . Eleven years 
afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
affembly was convened at Nice in Bithynia, to 
extinguifh, by their final fentence, the fubtle 
difputes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubjed 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 
bifbops obeyed the funtmons of their indulgent 
matter; the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and fe&* 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons 1 * 8 ; the Greeks 
appeared in perfon-; and the confent of the Latins 
was expreffed by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feffion, which lafted about two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor* Leaving his guards at the door* he 
feated himfelf (with the permiflion of the council) 
on a low ftool in the midft of th£ hall.. Conftan* 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
defly: and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly profeffed that he was the minifter, not 
the judge, of the fucieffors of the apoftles, who 
had been eftablifhed as .pricfts and as gods upon 
earth ,19 . Such profound reverence of an abfolute 

x * We have only thirty-three or forty-feven epifcopal fubferip.. 
tions : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, reckons Gx hun- 
dred bifhops in the council of Arlea. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. 
torn. vi. p. 422. 

«* See , Tillemont, torn, vi, p. 9x5, and Beaufobre Hift. du 
Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 539. The name of biJhop % which is given 
by Eutychius to the 2048 ecclefiaftics (Annal. torn. i. p. 440* verf. 
J>ocock), muft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

, 12 9 See Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c. 6— ai. THleroont Mem. 
Ecclefiaftiques, torn. vi. p. 669—759. 

monarch 
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monarch to\cards a feeble and unarmed afleinbiy of CHAP. 

xx 
his own fubje&s, can only be compared to the re- 

fpe& with which the fenate had been treated by the 
Roman princes who adopted the policy of Auguftus* 
Within the fpace of fifty years, a philofophic fpec- 
tator of the viciffitudes of human affair?, might 
have contemplated Tacitus in the fenate of Rome, 
and Conftantine in the council of Nice. The fa- 
thers of the Capitol and thofe of the church had 
alike degenerated from the virtues of their founders ; 
but as the bifhops were more deeply rooted in the; 
public opinion, they fuftained their , dignity with 
more decent pride, and fometimes opp'ofed, with a 
manly fpirit* the wiflies of their fovereign. The 
progrefs of time and fuperftition erazed the me- 
mory of the weaknefs, the paffion, the ignorance, 
which difgraced thefe ecclefiaftical fynods j and the 
Catholic world has unanimoufly fubmitted I3 ° to the 
infallible decrees of the general councils ,3 \ 

*5° Sancimus igitur vicem legum obtincre, qiis a quatuor Sanctis 
Conciliis . . . expofitae funt aut firmatac. Prsedtftarum enim qua* 
tuor fynodorum dogmata ficut fandtas Scripturas ct reguias ficut 
leges obfervamus. Juftinian. Novell, exxxi. Beveridge (ad Pan- 
deft, proleg. p. *.) remarks, that the emperors never made new laws 
in ecclefiaftical matters ; and Giannone obferves, in a very different 
fpirit that they gave a legal fan&ion to tbe canons of councils. 
Jftoria Civile di Napoli,tom. i. p. 136. 

'3 1 See the article Cokcilk in the Encyclopedic, torn. iii. p. 66ft 
—679, edition de Lucques. The author, M. le do&eur Bouchaud, 
has difcuflcd, according to the principles of the Gallicau church, 
the principal queftions which relate to the form and conftitution or" 
general, national, and provincial councils. The editors (fee Pre* 
face, p. xvi.) have reafon to be proud of tbls article. Thofe wh<7 
qonfult their immenfe compilation, feldom depart fo well fetjsfied. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Perfection of Herefy. — 216* Schifm of the Dotiatifts* — > 
The Arian Controvetfy. — Athanafius. — Di/iraded 
State of the Church and Empire under Conjlantine 
and bis Sons. — Toleration of Paganifm. 

c Hj\ p. r | 1 H E grateful applaufe of the clergy has con- 
JL fecrated the memory of, a prince who in- 
dulged their paflions and promoted their *intereft. 
Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, honours, 
and revenge ; and the fupport of the orthodox faith 
was confidered as the moft facred and important 
duty of the civil magiftra'te. The edi£t of Milan, 
the great chatter. of toleration, had confirmed to 
each individual of the Roman world, the privilege 
of chufing and profefling his own religion. But 
this ineftimable privilege was foon violated: with* 
the knowledge of truth, the emperor imbibed the 
maxims of perfecution ; and . the fe&s which dif- 
fented from the Catholic church, were affli&ed and. 
oppreffed by the triumph of Chriftianity. Conftan- 
tine eafily believed that the Heretics, who prefumed 
to difpute his opinions, or to oppofe his commands, 
were guilty- of the moft abfurd and criminal obfti- 
nacy ; and that a feafonable application of moderate 
feverities might fave thofe unhappy men from the 
danger of an everlafting condemnation. Not a mo- 
ment was loft in excluding the minifters and teachers 
of the feparated congregatipna from any fhare of 
the rewards and immunities which the emperor had 
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fo liberally beftowed on the orthodox* clergy. But C |A P. 
as the fe&aries might ftill exift under the cloud 
of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was im- 
mediately followed by an edift which announced 
their total deftru&ion 1 . After a preamble filled 
with paffion and reproach, Conftantine abfolutely 
prohibits the aflemblies of the Heretics, and con- 
fifcatfes their public property to the ufe either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic, church. The fefts 
agaiiift whom the Imperial feverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of Sa- 
mofata; the Montanifts of Phrygia, who main- 
tained an enthufiaftic fucceffion of prophecy ; the 
Novatians, who fternly reje&ed the temporal ef- 
ficacy of repentance; the Marcionites and Valen- 
tinians, under whofe leading banners the various 
Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had infenfibly rallied \, 
and perhaps the Manichseans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artful compofition 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology \ The defign ^ 
of extirpating the name, or at leaft of reftraining 
the progrefs, of thefe odious Heretics, was profe- 
cuted with vigour and effeft. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the edifts of Diocle- 
tian j and this method of converfion was applauded 

1 Enfebius in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c. 63, 64, 6$ 9 66. 

* After fome examination of the various opinions of Tillemont, 
Beaufobre, Lardner, &c. I am convinced that Manes did not pro- 
pagate this feci, even in Perfia, before the year, 270. It is ftrange, 
that a philofophic and foreign herefy fhoiild have penetrated fo ra- 
pidly into the African prov : nces > yet I cannot eauly rejecTthe edi<5t 
of Diocletian againit the Manlchieans, which may bs found in Ba- 
ronius. (Annal, Eccl. A. D. 287.) 

, ** by 
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chap, by the fame # bilhops who had felt the hand of 
y " j oppreffion, and had pleaded for the rights of hu- 
manity. Two immaterial circumflances may ferve, 
however, to prove that the mind of Conflantinc 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit of zeal 
and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani- 
chaeans and their kindred fefts, he refolved to 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclefiaitical counfellors, this de- 
licate commiffion was entrufted to a civil magi- 
ft rate; whofe learning and moderation he juftly 
eftcemed; and of whofe venal chara&er he was 
probably ignorant 5 . The emperor was foon con* 
voiced, that he had too haflily profcribed the or* 
thodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians, who had diifented from the church 
in feme articles of difcipline which were not per- 
haps effential to falvation. By a particular edidt, 
he exempted them from the general penalties of 
the law 4 ; allowed them to build a church at 
Constantinople, refpe&ed the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bifhop Acefius to the council 
of Niqe ; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
of his fed by a familiar jeft ; which, from the 

3 Conftantinus, enim cum limatius fuperftitionurn quaereret fee- 
taa, Manichxorum et fimilium, &c. Ammian. xv. 15. Strategic, 
who from thri» commiflion obtained the furname of Muf out anus t was 
a Chriftian of the Arian fed. He a&ed as one of the counts at thg 
council of Sardicn. Libanius praifes his mild ne fa and prudence. 
Valef. ad. locum Ammian. 

1 4 Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. v. leg. x. 'As the general law is not in- 
frrted in the Theodofian code, it is probable, that in the year 43** 
the fefts which it had condemned Were already extinct. 

mouth 
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mouth of a fovereign, muft have been received chap.-- 
with applaufe and gratitude s . v ~ w -'m . j 

The complaints and mutual accufations which African 
aflailed the throne of Conftantine, as foon as the veTfyT 
death of Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to his A.D. 3x2. 
vi&orious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im* 
perfeft profelyte. He learned with furprife,; that 
the provinces of that great country from the con- 
fines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, were 
diftra&ed with religious difcord 6 . The fource of 
the divifion was derived from a double ele&ion in 
the church of Carthage ; the fecond, in rank and 
opulence, of the ecclefiaftical thrones of the Weft, 
Caecilian and Majorinus were the two rival pri- 
mates of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who by his fuperior 
abilities and apparent virtues was the firmefl: 
fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Caecilian might claim from the priority of his 
ordination, was deftroyed by the illegal, or at 
lfaft indecent, hafte, with which it had been per- 
formed, without expe&ing the arrival of the 

5 Sozomen, I. L c. **. Socrates, 1. i. c. to. Thefe hiftormns 
have been fulpected, but I think without reafon, of an attachment 
to the Novatian doctrine. The emperor faid to the biih >p, 
*• Aceiius, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by yourfe!^ Moft 
of the Chriftian feels have, by turns, borrowed the ladder of 
Aceiius. 

6 The belt materials for this part of ecclefiaftical hiftory may be 
found in the edition of Optatus Milcvitanus, publifhed (Paris, 1700) 
by M« Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geographical 
difcuftions, original records, and an accurate abridgment of the 
whole controverfy. M. de Tillemont has beftowed on the Dohatifts 
the greateft part of a volume (torn. vi. part i.) : and I am indebted 
to him for an ample collection of all the paflages of his" favourite St. 
AugufUn^ which relate to thofe heretics. 

X 3 bifhop* 
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CHAP, bifhops of Numidia. The authority of thefe 
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bifhops, who, to the number of feventy, con- 
demned Csecilian, and confecrated Majorinus, is 
again Weakened by the infamy of fome of their 
perfonal charaftefs; and by the female intrigues, 
iacrilegious bargains, and tumultuous proceedings 
which are Imputed to this Numidian council 7 . 
The bifliops of the contending faftions main- 
tained, with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their 
adverfaries were degraded, or at leaft difhonoured, 
by the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the officers of Diocletian. • From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the ftory of 
this dark tranfaftion, it may juftly be inferred, 
that the late perfecution had embittered the zeal, 
without reforming the manners, of the African 
Chriftians. That divided church was incapable 
of affording an impartial judicature; the con- 
troverfy was folemnly tried in five fucceffive 
tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor; 
and the whole proceeding, from the firft appeal 
to the final fentence, lafled above three years. 
A fevere inquifition, which was taken by the 
Praetorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, the 
report of two epifcopal vifitors who had been fent 

7 Sch'fma tgitur illo tempore confufoe mulieris iracundia peperit; 
ambitus nutrivit; avaritia roboravit. Optatus, I. i. c. 19, The 
language ofPurpuriuc is that of a furious madman. Dicitur te necafle 
filios foior:^ ti.se <hios. Purpurius rtfpondit : Futas m etmeratc 
...occidi; et occido eos qui contra me faciunt, A<5ta Ccncil. 
Cirtenfis, ad calc. Optat. p. 274 When Csecilian was invited to 
an affembly of bifhop?, Purpurius faid to his brethren, or rather to 
his accomplices, « c Let him come hither to receive our impofition *f 
" hands; andjve will break his head by way of penan,ce." Pptat. 
1. i, c. %9 % 

• to 
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to Carthage, the decrees of the councils of Rome CHAP, 
and of Aries, and the fupreme judgment of Con- 
flantine himfelf in his facred confiftory, were all 
favourable to the caufe of Ceecilian ; and he was 
unanirooufly acknowledged by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers, as the true and lawful primate o£ 
Africa. The honours and eftates of the church 
were attributed to his fuffragan bifhops, and it was* 
flot without difficulty, that Gonftantine was fatif* 
£ed ^dth infli&ing the punifhment of exile on the- 
principal leaders of the Donatift fa&ion. ; As 
their caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps their 
Cpoipteiat was not without foundation, that 
the credulity * of the emperor had been abufed 
by the infidious arts pf his favourite Ofius. The 
influence of falfehood and corruption might pro- 
cure the condemnatiQU of the innocent, or aggra- 
vate the fentence of the guilty. Such an aft, 
however, of inji|ftice, if it concluded an impor- 
tunate difputq, might bp numbered among the 
tranfient evils pf a defpotic ^dminiftration, which 
q,re neither felt nor remembered by pofterity, 

But this incident, fo inconfiderable that it Schifmof 
fcarcely .deferves a place iji hiftory, was produ&iv^ tb t-F°" 
of a memorable fchifm 8 which affli&ed the pro- A.D.315, 
yinces qf Africa above three hundred years, an4 
was extinguifhed only with- Chriftianity itfelf. 
The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticifm ani- 
mated the Donatifts to refufe obedience to the 
ufurpers, whofe ele&ion they difputed, and whofe 
fpiritual powers they denied. Excluded from 
\ho civil and religious communion of mankind^ 

" ?4 ' ' they 



yi% THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, they boldly excommunicated the reft of qianldnd, 
^[^, who had embraced the impious party of Csetilian, 
and of the Traditors, from whom he derived his 
preteaded ordination. They averted with con- 
fidence, and almoft with exultation, that the 
Apoftolical fucceffion was interrupted; that all 
the biihops of Europe and Afia were infe&ed by 
the contagion of guilt and fchifm ; . and that the 
prerogatives of the Catholic church were confined 
to the chofen portion of the African believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the integrity of 
their faith and difcipline. This rigid theory was 
fupported by the moft uncharitable conduct 
"Whenever they acquired a profelyte, even ftom 
the diftant provinces of the Eaft, they carefully 
repeated the facred rites of baptifm* and ordina- 
tion ; as they rejected the validity of thofe which 
be had already received from the hands of here* 
tics or fchifmatics. Biihops, virgins, and even 
fpotlefs infants, were fubje&ed to the difgrace of. 
a public penance, before they could be admitted 
to the communion of the Donatifts. If they ob- 
tained poffeffion of a church which had been ufed 
by their Catholic adverfaries, they purified the 
unhallowed building with the fame jealous care 
which a temple of Idols might have required. 
They wafhed the pavement, fcraped the walk, 

9 The councils of Aries,, of Nice, and of Trent, confirmed the 
wife and moderate practice of the church of Rome. The Donatifts, 
however^ had the advantage of maintaining the fentiment of Cyprian, 
and of a eorffiderible part of the primitive church. VincentiusLtri- 
nentis (p. 332* ap. TJllemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 138.) ha» 
explained why the Donatifts are eternally burning with the Devil, 
while St. Cyprian reigns in heaven with Jefus Cbrift. 

burnt 
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burnt the altar, which was commonly erf wood, char. 
melted the confecrated plate, and caft the Holy 
Eucharift to the dogs, with every circumftance of 
ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate 
the animoiity of religious fa&ions 9 . Notwith* 
{tending this* irreconcileable aversion, the two par- 
ties, who were mixed and feparated in all the 
cities of Africa, had the fame language and man* 
nets, the feme zeal and learning, the fame faith 
and worfhip. Profcribed by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers of the empire, the Donatifts ftill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four hun* 
dred bifhops acknowledged the jurifdi&ion of 
their primate. But the invinciblte fpirit of the 
feft fometimes preyed on its own vitals ; and the 
bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn by 
inteftine divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift 
bifhops followed the independent ftandard of the 
Maximianifts. The narrow and folitary path 
which their firft leaders had marked out, con- 
tinued to deviate from the great fociety of 
mankind.- Even the imperceptible feft of the 
Rogatians could affirm, without a blufh, that 
when Chrift (hould defcend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion preferred only in 
a few namelefs villages of the Caefarean Mau- 
ritania **. 

• See the forth book of Optatus Milevitanus, p. 91 — 100. 

>° Tilkmont, Mem, Ecclefiaftiques, tom. vi. part i. p. 3153. He 
laughs, at their partial credulity. He revered Auguftin, the great 
doctor of the fyftem of predeftiaation. 

The 
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• The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined ta 
African the more , diffufive mifchief of the Trini- 
tarian cojitroverfy fucceflively penetrated into 
svery part of the Chriftian world. The former 
was an accidental quarrel, occafioned by the abufe 
of freedom ; the latter was a high and myfterioui 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy* 
From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and 
Theodoric, the temporal, interefts .both of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply, involved ii* 
the theological difputes of Arianifm., The hifto- 
jrian may therefore be permitted refpe&fully to 
withdraw the yeil of the fanctuary ; and to de'duce 
the progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paf- 
fion, from the fchool pf Plato to the decline and 
fall of the empire*, 

. The genius of Plato, informed by his owrv 
meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of 
the priefts of Egypt 1 ', had ventured to explore 
the myflerious nature of the* Deity. When he 
had elevated his mind to the fublime contempla- 
tion of the firft felf-exiftent, neceffary caufe of the 
imiverfe, the Athenian fage was incapable of con- 
ceiving how the fimple unity of his eflence couk} 



» - • 

n Plato Egyptum peragravit ut a facerdotibus Barbaris numeros et 
ttel fite acciperet. Licero de Finibus, v. 25. The Egyptians might 
ftill preferve the traditional -creed of the Fatriarchs. Jofephus has 
perfuaded many of the Chriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of 
his knowledge. from the Jews ; but this vain opinion cannot be rc r 
conciled with the obfcure ftate and flnfbcial manners of the Jewifli 
people, whofe fcriptures were not acceffibte to Greek curiofity till 
more than one hundred years after the death of Plato. See Mar- 
fham, Canon. Chron. p. 144. Le Clerc, EpiitoL Critic y*^ 
P. 177— 194. 



admit 
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admit the infinite variety of diftinft and fucceflive chap. 

J "XI. 



ideas which compofe the model of the in- v 



telle&ual world ;' how a Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfeft model, and mould with 
a plaftic hand the rude -and independent chaos. 
The vain hope of extricating • himfelf from thele 
difficulties, whidi muft * ever opprefs the feeble 
powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
to confider the divine nature under the threefold 
modification ; of the ' firft caufe, the reafon or 
Logos, and the foul or fpirit of the uniyerfe; TheLo- 
His poetical imagination fometimes fixed and G0S 
animated thefe metaphyfical abftra&ions ; the three 
archical or original principles weie reprefented in 
the Platonic fyftem as three Gods, united with, 
.each other by a myfterious and ineffable genera- 
tion; and the Logos was particularly confidered 
under the more acceffible character of the Son of 
an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such appear to have been the 
lecret doftrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy ; and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfe£Uy underftood^ till after an 
affiduous ftudy of thirty years "\ 

The arms of the Macedonians difFufed over taught ?n* 
Alia and Egypt the language and learning of fAu<x° oi 

aiulria. 
12 The modern guides who lead -me to- the knowledge of the Pla- ST^J? 
tonic fyftem are, Cudworth (Intellectual Syftem, p. <68— 6ao.)> l 3 °°* 

Bafnage (Hift. des Jnifs, I. iv. civ. p 53—86.), Le Clerc (Epiit. 
Crit. vii. p. 194.-- 209.)* and Brucker (Hift. Philofoph. torn. 1. 
p. 675.— 706.). As the learning of thefe writers was- equal, and 
their intention different, an inquiiitive obferver may derive, inftru*. 
tion from their disputes, and certainty from their agreement. 

Greece j 
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chap. Greece.; and the theological fyftem of Plato ws» 
taught with lefs referve, and perhaps with fome 
improvements, in the celebrated fchool of Alex- 
andria u . A numerous colony of jews had been 
invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle 
in their new capital l \ "While • the bulk of the 
nation pra&ifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a few 
Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted their 
lives to religious and ' philofophical contempla- 
tion 15 . They cultivated with diligence, and em- 
braced with ardour, the theological fyftem of the 
Athenian fage. But their national pride would 
have been mortified by a fair confeffion of their 
former poverty: and they boldly marked, as the 
facred inheritance of their anceftors, the gold and 
jewels which they had fo lately ftolen from their 

Before Egyptian mafters. One hundred years before the 
birth of Chrift, a philofophical treatife, which 
manifeftly betrays the ftyle and fentiments of the 
fchool of Plato, wa$ produced by the Alexandrian . 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine and 
valuable relic of the infpired Wifdom of Solo- 
mon '*• A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, and 

the 

f s Brucker, Hid. Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1349 — 1357. The 

Alexandrian fchool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xvii.J and Ammtanos 
(xxii. 6). 

h Jofcph. Antiquitat. 1. xii. c. t. 3. Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, 
1. vii.c. 7. 

** For the origin of the Jewiih philofophy, fee Eufebius, Prseparat. 
Evangel, via. 9, 10. According to Philo, the Therapeutse ftudied 
philofophy; and Bi ticker has proyed (Hift. Philofoph. torn* ii. 
p. 7870* that they gave the preference to that of Plato. 

> 6 §ce Calmet, Diflertattons fur la Bible, torn. ii. p. 477. Tbe 
book of the Wifdom of Solomon was received by many of tbe fathers 

as 
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the Grecian philofophy, diftingqifiies the works chap, 
v£ Fhilo> which were compofed, for the moft x U 
part, under the reign of Auguftfos 17 * The 
material foul of the univerfe 18 might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews : but they applied the cha- 
racter of the Looos to the Jehovah of Mofes and 
the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was introduced 
upon earth under a vifible, and even human 
appearance, to perform thofe familiar offices which - 
feem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the Univerfal Caufe ,9 . 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, Revealed 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the /poffie 

St John, 

as the work of that monarch ; and although rejected by the Proteft- * v 

ants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with the reft of 
the Vulgate, the fan&ion of the council of Trent. 

* 7 The PlatonHm of Philo, which was famou« to a proverb, h 
proved beyond a doubt by Le Clcrc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. 211.— »*8.)b 
B.ifnage (Hift. des Juifs, i. iv. c. 5.) has clearly afcertaincd, that 
the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
moft probably before the birth of Chrift. In fuch a time of dark 
nef , the knowledge of Philo ts more aftoniihing than his error*. 
BuU, Defenf. Fid' Nicen, f. i. c. i. p. 11. 

18 Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpori mi feet. 
Befidre this material foul, Gudworth has difcovercd (p. 56a.) ill 
Amclius, Porphyry, Plotin us, and, as bethinks, in Plato himfclf, 
a fiiperior, fpiritual* upercofmktn foul of the univerfe. But this 
double four fs exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clerc, as an 
idle fancy of the latter Platonifts. 

*9 Petav, Dogmata Theologica, torn. ii. 1. viii. c. 2. p. 79* • 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. x. p 8. ij. This notion, till it 
was abufed by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theo- 
logy. TertulKan (adv. Praxeam, c. 16.) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paflage. After contracting, with indifcreet wit, the na- 
ture of God, and the aftions of Jehovah, he concludes : Scilicet ut 
tare de filio Dei non credenda fitiflc, ft non fcripta effent j fortafle 

irith credenda de Patre licet fcripta. 

» 

3 confent 
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chap, confent of the Jews and Greeks, were infufficierit 
to eftablifli the iruth of a myfterious da&ine, 
which might pleafe, .but could not fetisfy, a ra* 
tionai mind. A prophet, or apoflle, infpired by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind ; and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with 
the philofophical vifions of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycaeum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirmed by 
the celeftial pen of the laft and moft fublime of the, 
Evangelifts ao . The Chriftian Revelation, which 
was confummated under the reign of Nerva, dif- 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Logos, who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for 
whom all things had been made, was incarnate in 
the perfon of Jefus of Nazareth ; who had been 
born of a virgin, and fuffered death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defigri of fixing on a perpetual 
bafis the divine honours of Chrift, the moft ancient 
and refpe&able of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
•afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular 
intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church* 1 . 

*° The Platonifts admired the beginning of the Gofpcl of St. 
John, as containing an exa<3 tranfcript of their own principles. Au-> 
guftia, de Civitat. Dei, x. 39. Amelius apud Cyril, adverf. Julian. 
1. viii. p. ^3. But in the third and fourth centuries,- the Platonifts 
of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fecret ftudy of 
the Chriftian theology. 

" See Beaufobre, Hift Critique du Manicheifme, torn. i. p. 377. 
The Gofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been publish- 
ed about feventy years after the death of Chrift. 

8 , LTJie 
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L The faith of the .Ebionites", perhaps of the. c *g^ r p - 
Nazarenes * V was grofs and imperfect. They- 
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V 

revered Jefus as the greateft of th.6 prophets, J£ e 



cetes. 



, , . , r , , Ebionites 

endowed with iupernatural virtue and power.- and Do- 
They afcribed to his perfon. and to his future reign 
all the predi&ions of the Hebrew oracles which 
relate to. the fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of 
the promifed Meffiah* 4 . Some of them might 
confefs that he was born of a virgin ; but they- 
obftinately reje&ed the preceding exiftence and 
diviije perfections of the Logos, or Son of God, 
which are fo clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. 
John, About, fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, 
whofe errors are mentioned by Juftin Martyr, with 
lefs feverity than they feem to deferve 25 , formed a 
very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian name. 
II. The Gnoftics, who were diftinguifhed by the 
epithet* of Docetes, deviated into the contrary ex- 
treme; and betrayed the human, while they 

• * 

** The fentiments of the Ebionites are fairly ftated by Mofheim 
(P» 33 1 ) an d Le Clerc (Hifr. Eccltf. p. 535). The Clementines, 
publifhed amongthe apoftolical Fathers, are attributed by the critics. 
to one of thefe feclaries. 

2 3 Staunch polemics, lifee Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. c. 2.}, 
inlift on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes ; which appears lefb pure 
and certain in the eyes of Mofheim (p. 330.). 

* 4 The^ humble condition and fufterings of Jefus have always 
been a (tumbling block to the Jews. " ecus . . . contrariis colori- 
" bus Meffiam depinxerat; futurus erat Rex, Judex, Paftor," &c. 
SeeLimborch et Grobio Arnica Collat. p. 8 iy. 53 — 76. 192 — 234, 
But this objection has obliged the believing Chriftians to lift up their - 
eyes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

*s Juftin. Martyr. Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. 143, 144. See Le 
Clerc, Hift. Ecclef. p. 615. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecclef. Cathol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to diftort either the 
fentiments or the words of Juliin ; but their violent correction of the 
text is rejected even by the Benedi&inc editors. 

afferted 
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CHAP, aflerted the divine, nature of Chrift. Educated 

XXI • 

in the fchool of Plato, accuftomed to the fublime 
idea of the Logos, they readily conceived that the 
brighteft Mon y or Emanation of the Deity, might 
aflume the outward ihape and vifible appearances 
of a mortal a6 ; but they vainly pretended that the 
imperfedions of matter are incompatible with the 
purity of a celeftial fubftance. While the blood 
of Chrift yet fmoked on Mount Calvary, the 
Docetes invented the impious and extravagant 
hypothefis, that, inflead of iflfuing from the womb 
of the Virgin* 7 , he had descended on the banks 
of the Jordan in the form of perfeft manhood; 
that he had impofed on the fenfes of his enemies, 
and of his difciples; and that the minifter* of 
Pilate had wafted their impotent rage on an airy 
phantom, v/ho feemed to expire qn the crofs, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead *• 
rio^na- The divine fan&ion, which the Apoftle had 
tur<e or the beftowed on the fundamental principle of the 

'Irinity. r r 

** TheArians reproached the orthodox party with borrowing their 
Trinity ficm the Valentinians and Marcionites. See Beaufobre > 
Hift. du Manicheifme, 1. iii. c.5. 7. 

*7 Non digmirn eft ex utero credere Deum, et Deum Chriftnm 
.... non dignum eft ut tanta majeftas per fordes et fqualores mulie- 
ri8 tranfire credatur. '1 he Gnoilics aflertcd the impurity of matter, 
and of marriage ; and they were fcandalized by the grofa interpreta- 
tions of the fathers, and even of Auguftin himfelf. See Beaufobre > 
torn. ii. p. 5*$. 

*• Apoftolis adhuc in faeculo fuperftitibus apud* Judoeura Cbrifli 
fang nine recente. et pbantafma corpus Domini afterebatur. Cote* 
lerius thinks (Patres Apoftol. torn. ii. p. a^.Jthat thofe Who will not 
allow the Docetes to have arifen in the tim* of the Apoftles^ may witk 
equal reafon deny that the fun (bines at noon-day. Thefe Dieter, 
whoforwed the moft considerable party among the Gnoftics,weie fb 
callcu, becaufc they granted only a/www^ body to Chrift, 

theology 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the learned profe- c it A P. 
lytes of the fecond and third centuries to admire 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage, who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the mod 
furprifing difcoverks of the Chriftian revelation. 
The refpe&able name of Plato was ufed by the 
orthodox •% and abufed by the heretics 3 % as the: 
common fuppoft of truth and error ; the authority 
of his Ikilful commentators, and the fcience of 
dialefts, were employed to juftify the remote 
confequences of his opinions ; and to fiipply the 
difcreet filence of the infpired writers. The fame 
fubtle and profound queftions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diftin&ion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the myfte- 
tious / Triad, ' or Trinity 31 , were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian fchools^ of 
Alexandria. An eager fpirit of curiolity urged 



•» Some proofs of the refpeft which the Chriflians entertained for 
the perfoft and doctrine of Plato, may be found m De la Mothe le 
Yayer, torn. v. p. 135, &c. edit. 1757 ; andBafnage, Hift. des Juifsy 
torn, iv. p/^49* 7.9, &c« 

so Doleo bona fide, Platonem omnium haereticortim condimen- 
tarium factum. Tertullian. de Anima, c. 23. Petavius (Dqgnl. 
Theolog. torn. iii. proleg. it) (hews that this was a general com- 
plaint. Beaufobre (torn. i. 1. iii. c. 9, 10.) has deduced the 
Gnoftic errors from Platonic principles j and as, in the fthool of 
Alexandria j thofe principles were bltnded with the Oriental philo- 
fophy (Brucker, torn. 1. p. 1356.), the fentiment of Beaufobre may 
be reconciled with the opinion of Mofheim (General Hiftory of the 
Church, vol. i. p« 37.). 

" If Thepphilus, btfhop of Ahtioch (fee Dupin, Bibliothcque 
Ecdeliaftique, torn, i. p. 66.), was the firft who employed the word 
Triad, Trinity, that abltraft term, which was already familiar to the 4 
fchootsbf philofophy, muft have been introduced into the theology 
of the Christians after the middle of the fecond century. 

YofeHL Y tKem 
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CHAP. th*~n to explore the fecrets of the abyfs ; and the 
pride of the profeflbrs, and of their difdples, was 
fatisfied with the fcience of words. But the moft 
fagacious of the Chriftiati theologians, the great 
Athanafnis himfeif, has candidly confeffed 3 % that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to meditate 
on the divinity of the Logos, his toilfome and un- 
availing efforts recoiled on themfelves ; that the 
more l^e thought, the lefs he comprehended; and 
the more he wrote, the lefs capable was he of ex- 
preffing his thoughts. In every ftep of the enquiry, 
we are compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
immeafurable difproportion between the fize of 
the objefl: and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may ftrive to abftraft the notions of time, of 
fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely adhere to 
' all the perceptions of our experimental knowledge. 
But as foon as we prefume to reafon of infinite 
fubftance, of fpiritual generation ; as often as we 
deduce any politive conclufions from a negative 
idea, we are involved in darknefs, perplexity, and 
inevitable contradi&ion. ' As thefe difficulties arife 
from the nature of the fubjeft, they opprefs, with 
the fame infuperable weight, the philofophic and 
the theological difputant ; but we may obferve 
two effential and peculiar circumftances, which 
difcriminated the do&rines of the Catholic church 
from the opinions of the Platonic fchool. 
2ealofthe I. A chofen fociety of philofophers, men of- a 
Chriftians. liberal education and curious difpofition, might 

3* Athanafius, torn. i. p. 808. His ex pre Hi on 8 have an uncom- 
mon energy ; and as he was writing to Monks, there could no* be 
any occafion for him to affeB a rational language. 

fileatly 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 323 

filently meditate, and temperately difcufs * in the C H A P. 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, XXL 
the abftrufe queftions. of metaphyfical fcience* 
The lofty Speculations, which neither convinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the paflions, of 
the Platpnifts themfelves, were carelefsly over- 
looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the ftudious 
part of mankind 33 . ' But after the Logos had been 
revealed as the facred obje& of the faith, the 
hope, and the religious worihip of the Cliriftians ; 
the myfterious fyftem was embraced by a numerous 
and increafing multitude in every province of the 
Roman world. Thofe perfons who, from their 
age, or fex, or occupations, were the leaft qua- 
lified to judge, who were the leaft exercifed in 
the habits of abftraft reafoning j afpired to con- 
template the cecoriomy of the Divine Nature: 
and it is the boaft of Tertullian 34 , that a Chriftian 
mechanic could rieadily anfwer fuch queftions as 
had perplexed the wifeft of the Grecian fages. 
Where the fuhje& lies fo far beyond our reach, the 
difference between the higheft and the loweft of 
human underftandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely fmall ; yet the degree of weaknefs 
may perhaps be meafured by the degree of obfti- 
nacy and dogmatic confidence. Thefe fpecula- 

i J In a treatife, which profefled to explain the opinions of the an- 
cient philofopbe rs concerning the nature of the gods, we might ex* 
peft to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very 
honeftly confefled, that though he had tranflated the Timaeus, he 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue. See Hieronym. 
praef. ad I. xii. in Ifaiam, torn. v. p. 154. 

3* Tertullian. in Ajtolog. c. 46. See Baylc, Di&ionnaire, au 
mot Simonide. His reraatks on the prcfumption of Tertullian are 
profound and Interesting.' 

"V % tions, 
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C xm P# ^ ons 5 inftead of being treated as the amufement 
of a vacant hour, became the moil ferious buflnefs 
of the prefent, and the moft ufefiil preparation for 
a future, life. A theology, which it was incum- 
bent to believe, which it was impious to doubt, 
and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, 
to miftake, became the familiar topic of private 
meditation and popular difcourfc The cold in- 
difference of philofophy was inflamed by the fer- 
vent fpirit of devotion ; and even the metaphors 
of common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. The Chriftians* 
who abhorred the grofs and impure generation of 
the Greek mythology w , were tempted to argue 
from the familiar analogy ef the filial 3bd paternal 
relations. The charafter of Son feemed to imply 
a perpetual fubordination to the voluntary author 
©f his exiftence 36 ; but as the aft of generation, 
in the moft fpiritual and abftra&ed fenfe, nrntt be 
fuppofed to tranfmit the properties of a common 
nature 37 , they durft not prefume to circumferibe 



** t,a6hntius, iv. g. Yet the ProboIe 9 or PYolath, which the moft 
eFLhoitox divineB borrowed wkhout fcruple from the Vakitiniam,. 
aud iHuftrated by the companions of a fountain and dream, the 
tun and its rays, &c. either meant nothing, or favoured a material 
htea of the divine generation * See fieaufohre,. torn. i. 1. iiu c. 7. 
p. 548. 

3 6 Many of the primitfre writers have frankly confeQed, that the 
Son owed his being tb the <witl of the Father. See Clarke's Scripture 
Trinity, p. 28b— 1*7. On the other hand, Athanafius and* His 
followers feem unwiWng to grant what they are afraid to deny. The 
fchodlmen extricate thcmfelve & from this difficulty by the dhtindtion 
of a pscuMngzwd a concomitant will. Petav. Dugm. 'I^coldg.tom: iL. 
fe vi. c. 8; p. 587—603. '■ " 

tj See t etare. Dognw Theolog. torn. ii. L ii. c. 10. p. 159. 

the 
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the pbwers or the duration of the Son of an eternal c 9 A P r 
and omnipotent Father. Fourfcore years after 
the death of Chrift, the Christians of fifchyiiia de- 
clared before the tribunal of Pliny, that they in- 
voked him as a god ; and his divine honors have 
been perpetuated in every age and country, by the 
various fe&s who affume the name of his difc 
ciples 38 . Their tender reverence for the memory 
of Chrift, and their horror for the profane worfliip 
of any created bang, would have engaged, them 
to affert the equal and abfolute divinity of the 
Logos, if their rapid afcent tpwards the throne of 
heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the apprehenfipn of violating the unity and fole 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and of the 
Univerfe. The fufpenfe and flufhiation pro- 
duced in the minds of the Chriftians by thefe op- 
pofite tendencies, may be obferved in the writings 
of the theologians. who flourifhed after the end of 
the apoftolic age, and before the origin of the 
Arian controverfy. Their fuffrage is claimed, 
with -equal confidence, by the orthodox and by 
the heretical parties ; and the moft inquifitive 
•critics have fairly allowed, that if they had the 
good fortune x>f poffeffing the CathoKc verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in loofe, 



38 Cartwenque Chrifto qttafi Deo dicere fecum hiviocm. Plm. 
Epiit. x. 97. The fenfe of Deus, €>«&>, Ei'ohim, in the ancient km- 
Ranges, is critically examined by I,e Clerc (Ars Critica, p. ijo-— 
156 .}, and the propriety of worfliipping a very excellent creature, 
is ably defended by the Socinian Etnlyn (Traces, p. 29 — 36. 

Y 3 * inaccurate, 
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P gA P. viace, and the Eaft. The abftrufe quaftion of tb3 
eternity of the Logos was agitated in ecckfiaftical 



conferences, and popular fermons ; and the heter 
Anus. rodox opinions of Ariua 43 were foon mad$ pubE? 
by ,his own zeal, and by that of his adverfaries* 
His mod implacable adverfaries have acknow- 
ledged the learning and blamelefs life of th*fc 
eminent prefbyter, who, in a former election, bad 
declared, and perhaps generoufly declined, . hi§ 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne 4 *. His com* 
petitor Alexander aflfuraed the office of his judge, 
The important caufe was argued before him ; and 
if at firft he feemed to hefitate, he at length pro- 
nounced his final fentence, as an abfolufc rule of 
faith 45 . The urjdaunted prefbyter, who prefume4 
to refift the authority of his angry btfhop, was 
feparated from the communion of the church t 
But the pride of Alius was fiipported by. th$ 
applaufe of a numerous party. He reckojeyed 
^monj* his immediate followers two bifljops of 



43 The figure and manners of Alius, the eharafter and numbers 
pf his firft profelytes, are painted in very lively colours by Epipha- 
nius (torn. i. Hseref. Ixix. 3. p. 729.) ; and we cannot but regret 
that he ihould foon forget the hiftorian, to affume the tafk of con* 
troverfy. 

4+ See Philoftorgius (1. i. c. 3.) and Godefroy's ample Com- 
mentary. Yet the credibility of Bhiloftorgius is leffened, in the eye* 
of the orthodox, by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of rational critics* 
by his paflion, his prejudice, and his ignorance. 

4 s Sozomen (1. 1. c. 15.) reprefents Alexander as indifferent, 
and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controveify ; while So- 
crates (1 1. c. 5.) afcribesthe origin of the difpute to the vain 
curiolity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on. 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 178.) has cenfured, with his ufual 
freedom, the conduct of Alexander: «f©» *&w «|«*t«w . 
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EgyP 1 ^ fcven/ prafbyters, twelve deacons, and **?L4* 
(what may appear almoft incredible) feven hun* s^^^j 
dred virgins, A large majority of the bifhops of 
Afia appeared to fupport or fevour his caufe ; 
and their meafures were conduced by Eufebius 
of Cadarea, the moft learned of the Chriftian pre- 
lates ; and by Eufebius of Nicomedia, who had 
acquired the reputation of a ftatefman without 
forfeiting that of a faint. Synods in Paleftine 
and Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of Egypt. 
The attention of the prince and people was at- 
tracted by this theological difpute ; and the deci- 
fion, at the end of fix years 4 *, was referred to the a. d. 31s 
itipreine authority of the general council of Nice. "~ 3 *s-. 

When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf- 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might jynh*** 
be ob&rved, that the human understanding was 
capable of forming three diftinft, though imper- 
feft, fyftems, concerning the nature of the Divine 
Trinity; and it was pronounced, that none of 
thefe fyftems, in a pure and abfohite fenfe, were 
exempt from herefy arid error 47 . I. According Arianifin. 
to the firft hypothefis, which was maintained by 
Anus and his difciples, the Legos was a depend- 

* The ftemes of Arianifm m T ght burn for fomc time in fecret j 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence as 
early as the year 31^. TiUemoot, Mem. Ecclef. torn. yi. p. 77^ 
.•^780. 

47 Quid credidit ? Certe, aut tria nojpina audiens tree Deos efle 
credidit,et idololatra effeclus eft; aut in tnbus vocabulis trinomineo) 
crcdens Dcum, in Sabcllii haei efim incurrit i aut edo&us ab Arianis 
ununi efle verum Deum Patrem, filiuoi et fpiritum fan&uro credidit 
creaturaa. Aut extra hsec quid credere potuerit nefcio- HierooyaL. 
adv. Luciferiano8. Jerom referves for the laA the orthodox fyftejty 
which is more complicated afl4 difficult 

eni 
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C m F# cnt ^^ fpontgpeoufc prodadtion^ created from 
K^y^j nothing , by the will of the Father. The Son, by 
whom all things were made 48 had been begotten 
before all worlds, and the longeft of the agrono- 
mical periods could be compared only as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of his duration ;* yet 
this duration was not infinite 49 , and there bad 
been a time which preceded the ineffable genera- 
tion of the Logos. On this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father had transfufed his ample fpirit, 
and impreffed the effulgence of his glory. - Vifible 
image of invifible perfe&ioh, he faw, at an im- 
meafurable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels : yet he (hone only 
with a reflected light, and, like the fons of the 
Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Caefar or Auguftus 5 % he governed the 
univerfe in obedience to the will of his Father and 
Trithcifin. Monarch. II. In the fecond hypothefis, the Logos 
poffeffed all the inherent, incommunicable per- 
fections, which religion and philofophy appro- 
priate to the Supreme God. Three diftinft and 
infinite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Eflence"^ 

and 

> 

49 As the dotfrine of abfolutc creation from nothing, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, torn. ii. p. 165— 215.)* 
the dignity of the workman very naturally rofe with that of the worf. 
49 The metaphyfic8 of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. 176— 
iSo ) could dig c 11 an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 
N so This prophane and abfurd fimile is employed by feveral of the 

primitive fathers, particularly by Athenagoras, in his Apology 
to the emperor Marcus and his fon j and it is alleged, without ecu- 
fare, by Bull himfelf. See Defenf, Fid. Nicen. f. iiL c 5. N° 4. 

s* Sec Cudworth's Intelleclual Syftem, p. 559. 579. This dan- 
gerous hypothefis was countenanced by the two Gregorics, of Nyfla 

ami 
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and it would have implied con tradition, that any c ** * tf; 
of them fhould not have exifted, or that they v**-v<w 
ihould ever ceafe to exift 5 \ The advocates of a 
fyftem which feemed to eftablifh three independent 
Deities, attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign and 
order of the world, by the perpetual concord of 
their adminiftration, and the effential agreement > 
of their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of aftion may be difcovered in the focieties erf 
men, and even of animals. The caufes which 
difturb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfection and inequality of their faculties : but 
the omnipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom and goodnefs, cannot fail of chufing the fame 
means for the accomplifhment of the fame ends. 
III. Three Beings, who, by the felf- derived Sabelliaa- 
nscefiity of their exiftence, pofiefs all the divine 
attributes in the moft perfed degree; who are 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately ^refent to each other, and to the whole 
univerfe ; irrefiftibly force themfelves on the afto- 
niihed mind, as one and the fame Being s % who, 
in the ceconomy of grace, as well as in that of 

and Nazianzen, by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Dam a feu 8, &c« 
See Cud worth, p. 603. ' Le CI ere, Bibliotheque Univerfeile, torn, 
xviii. p. 97 — 105. 

51 Auguftjn feems to envy the 'freedom of the philofophers. 
Liberis verbis loquuntur philofophi . ... Nos autem non dicimus 
(duo vel tria principia, duos vel tres Deps. De Civitat. Dei, x* aj» 

53 Boetius, who was deeply verfed in the phflofophy of Plato and 
Ariftotle, explains the unkv of the Trinity by the in-dffirence of the 
tfiree perfons. See the judicious remarks of Le Cierc, Bibliotheque 
£hoifie, torn, xvi. p. a»j, &c. 

9 nature, «■ . 
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C xxi ? natUPe > ™Y Hwaifeft himfelf under different 
Vjrv*-' forms, and he confidered under different afpefts* 
By this hypothefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is - 
refined into a trinity of names, and abftraft modi- 
fications, that fubfift only in the mind which 
conceives them. The Logos is no longer a per* 
ion, but an attribute ; and it is only in a figurative 
fcnfe, that the epithet of Son can he applied to 
the eternal reafon which was with God from the 
beginning, and by which* not by whom* all things 
were made. The incarnation of the Logos is re* 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdbm, 
which filled the foul, and directed aH the actions 
of the man Jefus. Thus, .after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are furprifed to find 
that the Sabellian ends where the Ebionite had 
begun ; and that the incomprehenfibie my fiery 
which excites our adoration, eludes our en- 
quiry 5 \ 
Council If the bifhops of the council of Nice ,$ had 

A.JX%s- ^^ pennitted to follow the unbiased di&ates 

s* If the $*beHians were ftartfed at this coftchifion, they weit 
driven down another precipice into the confeffion,, that the Father 
was born of a viigin, that be had fuffirred on the crofs 5 and thus 
deferved the odious epithet of Patri-paffiaru, with which they were 
branded by their>dverfaries* See the inve iyes of Tcrtuilian againft 
Praxeas, and the temperate reflections of Mofhcim (p. 4*3. 6*x.) ; 
and Beaufobre, torn. i. I iii. c. 6. p. 533. 

» The tran&cliona of the council of Nice are related by the 
•ncients, not only in a partial, but in a very imperfect, manner. 
Such a picture as Fr a- Paolo would have drawn, can never be 
recovered;, but fuch rude (ketches as have been traced by the 
pencil of bigotpy, and that of reafon, nwy be fcen in Tilletnont 
<Vfem. Eccief. torn. vi. p. 669—759.) andinJLe Clerc (Bibliothequc 
Ifaiverfclle, torn. x. p. 435— 454..) . 
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of their confcience, Arms and his aflbciates could C H A ft 

xx r 
fcarcely have flattered themfelves \tath the hopeg v-^-v-w 

of obtaining a majority of votes, in favour of an 
hypothefis fo dire&ly adverfe to the two moft 
popular opinions of the Catholic world. The 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitua- 
tibn, and prudently aflumed thofe modeft virtues* 
fcrhich, in the fury of civil and religious diffen- 
fions, are feldom pra&ifed, or even pndfed, , 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation ; 
forged the inoomprehenfible nature of the contro- 
versy ; difclaimed the ufa of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the fcriptures ; 
and offered, by very liberal conceflions, to fatisfy 
their adverfaries, without renouncing the integrity 
of their own principles. The victorious faftion 
received all their propofals with haughty fufpicion $ 
and anxioufly fought for fome irreconcileable mark 
of diftin&ion, the rejection of which might in- 
volve the Arians in the guilt and confequences of 
herefy* A letter was publicly read, and ignomi- 
fiioufly torn, in which their patron, Eufebius of 
Nicomedia, ingenuoufly confefled, that the ad* 
miffion of the Homoousion, or Confubftantial, The Hot 
a word already familiar to the Platonifh, was in- m <*>uaon. 
compatible with the principles of their theological 
fyftenu The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
embraced by the bifhops, who governed the refo- 
hitions of the fynod ; and, according to the lively 
^xpreffion of Ambrofe 5 % they ufed the fword, 

which 

'* We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1. fif. cap. olt.) for the 
knowledge of this carious anecdote- HocverbttmpofueruntPatres, 

quo*, 
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CHAP, which herefy itfelf had dratm from ' the fcabbard* 
to cut off the head of the hated monftfer. The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
eftablifhed by the council of Nice, and has been 
unanimotifly received , as a fundamental article of 
the Chriftian faith, by the confent of the -Greek, 
the Latin, the Oriental, and the Proteftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not ferved 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics, it would have been inadequate to the purpofe 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, diftinguifhed by a contrary ten* 
dency to the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of 
the Sabellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes 
feemed to overthrow the foundations • either of 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles ; 
and to difavow the juft, but invidious, confet 
quences, which might be urged by their an-, 
lagonifts. The intereft of the common caufe 
inclined them to join their numbers, and to con- 
ceal their differences ; their animofity was foftened 
by the healing counfela of toleration, and their 
difputes were fufpended by the ufe of the myfte- 
rious Homooufton^ which either party was free to 
interpret according to theiir peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian ferife, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch S7 to prohibit 

quod vide runt adverlariis effe formidini ; ut tanquam evaguiato ab 
ipfis gladio, ipfum ncfanctae caput heraefcos amputarent. 

" Set Bull, Dcfenf. Fid. Nicen. ftd. if. c. i. p. as— 36. He 
thinks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods. 

this 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe c 5„ 4 p * 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial 
affe&ion for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
folhionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the church, who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene dodrine, appeared 
to confider the expreflion oifubftance^ as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of nature ; and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men, as they belong to the fame com* 
mon fpecies, are confubftantial or homooufian to 
each other 51 . This pure and diftinft equality 
was tempered, on the one . hand, by the internal 
connection, and fpiritual penetration, which in- 
diflblubly unites the divine perfons 59 ; and on the 
other, by th? pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son 60 . Within thefe 
limits the almoft invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
cither fide, beyond this confecrated ground, the 

& According to Ariftotle, the ftars were homooufion to each 
other. " That Homooufios means of one fubftance in kind, hath been 
«* fhewn by Petavius, Curccllaeu*, Cud worth, Le Clerc, &c and to 
" prove it, would be atlum agere." This is the juft remark of 
Dr. Jortin (vol. ii. p. 212), who examines the Arian controverfy 
with learning, candour, and ingenuity. 

59 See Petavius (Dogm. Theolog. torn. ii. l.iv. c. 16. p. 453, &c), 
Cud worth (p 55Q.), Bull (feet. iv. p. 385-- 290. edit. Grab.). The 
flr«f»x a, P rcr4 ? or circumin(eJJio % is perhaps the deepeft and darkeft 
corner of the whole theological abyfc. 

6 ° The third feftion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene faith, which 
fome of his antagonifts have called nonfenfe, and others herefy, is 
confecrated to the fupremacy of the Father. 

* heretics 
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C xxl *** heretics and the dsemons lurked in ambufh to 
wy«w farprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. But 
as the degrees of theological hatred depend on the 
fpirit of the war, rather than on the importance 
of the controverfy, the heretics who degraded, 
were treated with more fererity than thofe who 
annihilated, the perfon of the Son. The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irreconcileable op- 
pofition to the impious madneft of the Arians •* ; 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabel- 
lianifm of Marcellus of Ancyta ; and when at teft 
he was compelled to withdraw hirafelf from hb 
communion, he continued to mention, with aa 
ambiguous finite, the venial errors of his re- 
fpedable friend 6 \ 
Ari ™ The authority of a general council, to which 

the Arians themfelves had been compelled to fub~ 
ink, infcribed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the myfterious chara&ers of t]ie word 
Homom/io&, which eflentially contributed, not* 
wkhftandsag fome obfcure difputes, fome no&ur- 
Hftl combats, to maintain and perpetuate, the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Confubftanthlifts > who by their fuccefs have de- 
fer ved and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the fimplicity and fteadinefs of their own creed, 

61 The ordinary appellation with which Athanafius and his 
followers chofe to compliment the Arians, was that oi Arm 

6 * Epiphanius, torn. i. Hacref. lxxii. 4. p. 857. See the 
tures of Marcellus, in *£ illemont (Mem. Ecclcf. torn. vii. { 
899.)* H* 8 work, in one book, of the unity of God, was anfwergd 
in the three books, which are (till extant, of Eufebiua. After a long 
and careful examination, Petavius (torn. ii. 1 i. c. 14. p. 7$.) has 
relactaatljr pronounced the condemnation of Marcellu*.- 
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&nd iftfulted the repeated variations of their adver- chap, 

y* • • XXI 

fanes, who were deftitute of atiy certain rule of 
faith. The firicerity or the cunning of the iVrian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws dr of the people^ their 
reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Athaftafius, 
all the caufcs, human and divine, that influence 
and difturb the counfels of a theological faftion^ 
introduced among the fe&aries a fpirit of difcord 
and inconftancy, which, in the courfe of a few 
years, ere&ed eighteen different models of reli- 
gion 63 , and avenged the violated dignity of the 
church* The zealous Hilary* 5 *, who* from the 
peculiar hardfhips of his fituation^ Was inclined to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of 
the oriental clergy, declares, that in the wide 
extent of the ten provinces of Afla, to which he 
had been banifhed, there could be found very 
few prelates who had preferred the knowledge of 
the true God* 5 * The oppreffion which he had 
felt, the diforders of which he was the fpedator 
and the vi&im, appeafed, during a fliort interval, ' 

6 * Athariafiiis in his epiftle concerting the fynods of Seleticia and 
Rimini (torn, 1* p. S86—905), has given an ample lift of Arian 
creeds, which has been enlarged and improved by the labours of 
the indefatigable Tillemont (Mem. ficclef. torn. vi. p. 47?)- 

*4 firafmtis, with admirable fenfe and freedom, has delineated 
the juft character of Hilary. To revife his te*t, to compofe the ail- 
mis of his life, and tojuftify his fentiments and conduit* is the pro- 
vince of the 6enf diftine editors. 

6 s Abfque epifcopo Eleufio et pAucis cdm eo, ex majore parte 
Afiana? decern* provincial inter quas confilto, vere Dtum nefciunt. 
Atque utinam penitus nefcirent ! cum procliviore enim venia igno- 
rarent quam obtre&arent. Hilar, de Synodis* five de Fide Orien- 
talium, c. 63. p. 11S6. edit* Benedict. In the celebrated parallel 
between atheifm and Aiperftition, the bifhop of Poitiers would have 
been furprifed in the philofopbic fociety of Bayle and Fltttarah. 
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CHAP; t ha angry paffions<of his foul; and ift &e follow- 
ing p&flkge of which I fliall tfanfcrfbe a few lines, 
the bifttop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
ftyle of a Chriftian philofopher. * 6 It is a thing, 1 * 
fays Hilary, " equally deplorable and dangerous, 
" that there are as many creeds as opinions among . 
*' men, a$ many doQrines as inclinations, and as 
many fources of blafphemy as there are faults 
among us ; becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 
<c and explain them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 
" oufion is rejefted, and received, and explained 
" away by fiicceffive fynods. The partial or total 
u refemblance of the Father and of the Son, is a 
" lubjeft of difpute for thefe unhappy times. 
" Every year, nay every mo6n, we make new creeds 
u to defcribe invifible tnyfteries. We repent of 
" what we have done, We defend thofe Who repent, 
" we anathematife thofe whtrfn we defended. 
" We condemn either the doftrine of others in 
" ourfelyes, or dur own iri that of others ; and 
" reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, We 
" have been the caufe of each other's ruin 66 ." 
Arian It will not be expeSed, it would not perhaps 

be endured, that 1 ftiould fwell this theological 
digreflioh , by a minute examination of the eighteen 
creeds, the authors of which, for the moft part, 
difclaimed the odious name of their parent Alius. 
It is amufmg enough to delineate the form, attd 
to tr&ce the vegetation, of a lingular plant j but 

66 Hilarius ad Conftantium, 1. ii. c. 4, $. p. xa*7, ia*8. Thi« 
remarkable palfage deferved the attention of Mr. Locke, who* has 
tranfcribcd it (yol. iii. p. 470;) into the modclofiiw new cfctfunon- 
place book. ' 

4. the 
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the tedious detail of leaves without flowers, and c 9£ Pi 
of branches without fruit, would foon exhauft the 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity^ of the 
laborious ftudent. One queftion which gradually 
arofe from the Arian cohtroverfyj may however 
be noticed, as it ferved to produce and difcri- 
minate the three fe&s, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of th£ 
Nicene fynod, i. If they were alked, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father ; the queftion was 
refolutely anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
indeed to thofe of philofophy; which feem to 
eftablifli an infinite difference between the Creator 
and the mod excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence was maintained by iEtius 6/ j 
on whom the zeal of his adverfaries beftowed the 
furname of the Atheifl. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profeffion of 
human' life. He was fucceffively a flave, or at 
leaft a hufbandman, a travelling tinker, a gold- 
fmith, a phyfician, a fchoolmafter, a theologian, 
and at laft the apoftle "of a new thurch, which was 
propagated by the abilities of his difciple Euno- 
mius 63 « Armed with texts of fcripture, and with 

captious 

67 In Philoftorgitis (1. Hi. c, 15.) the charter and adventures of 
. JEtius appear lingular enough, though they are carefully foftened by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. i$3.)« who was 
more attached to his principles than to his author, has collected the 
odious circumftanccs which his various adverfaries have preferved 
or invented. 

6 * According to the judgment of a man who refpecled both thofe 
feftaricsj JEtius had been endowed with a. ftronger underftandingj 

2 2 and 
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CHAP, captious fyllogifms from the .logic of Ariftotle, the 
l^ fubtle jSEtius had acquired the fame of an invin- 
cible difputant, whom it was impoflible either to 
filence or to convince. . Such talents engaged the 
friendJhip of the Arian bifhops, till they were 
forced to renounce and even to perfecute, a dan- 
gerous ally, who, by the accuracy of his reafoning, 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their moft devoted fol- 
lowers, 2. The omnipotence of the Creator 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpettful folution of the 
likenefs of the Father and the Son ; and faith might 
humbly receive what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that -the Supreme God might communicate 
his infinite perfe&ions, and create a being fimilaqr 
only to himfelf' 9 . Thefe Arians were powerfully 
fupported by the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fucceeded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted, 
perhaps with fome affedtation, the impiety cf 
iEtius; they profeffed to believe, either without 
referve, or according to the fcriptures, that the 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to the Father, But they denied, that 

and Eunomhis bad Acquired more art and learning (Philoftorgiut, 
1. Yiii. c. 18.). '1 he confeflion and apotapy of Eunomiut(Fabricins, 
Bibliot. Graec. torn. viii. p. 458— J05.) is one of the few heretical 
pieces which have efcaped. 

6 9 Yet, according to the opinion of Efthis and Bull (p. 397.), 
there is one power, that of creation, which God cannot communi- 
cate to a creature. Eftins, who fo accurately defined the limits of 
Omnipotence, was a Dutchman by birth, and by trade a fchoUftic 
divine. Dupin, Bibliot. Eccle£ torn. xvii. p. 45, 

he 
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he was either of the fame, or of a fimilar fubftance ; c ** A. p. 
fometimes boldly juftifying their diffent, and fame- 
times objecting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
diftinflt notion of the nature of the Deity. 3. The 
fed which afferted the do&rine of a fimilar fub- 
ftance, was the moft numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia; and when the leaders of both 
parties were aflembled in the council of Seleucia 7 °, . 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
q{ one hundred and five to forty- three bifhops. 
The Greek word, which was chofen to exprefs 
this myfterious refemblance, bears fo clofe an 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furious contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Hompoufians and* the Jiomoioufians* 
As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
* rafters which approach the neareft to each other, 
accidentally reprefent the moft opppfite ideas, the 
observation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poffible to mark any real and fenfible diftjnftion 
between the do&rine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyled, and that of the Catholics 
themfelves. The bifhop of Poitiers, who in his 
Phrygian exile very wifely aimed at a coalition of 
parties, endeavours to prove that, by a pious and 
faithful interpretation 71 , the Homwufton may be 

reduced 

70 Sabinus (ap. 8ocrat. 1. h\ c. 59.) had copied the a&s; Atha- 
nafius and Hilary haye explained the divifions of this Arian fynod ; 
the other circumftances which are relative to it are caretully col- 
lected by Haronius and Tillemont. 

71 Fideli et pii intelligent^ . . De Synod, c. 77- P« "91- ,n hf * 
ffrort apblogetical notci (firft publiflwd by the Benediaincs from a 

1 3 .MS. 
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chap, reduced to a confubftantial fenfe. Yet he confeffe* 
^ .- ' r that the word has a dark and fufpicious afpeft ; 
and, as if darknefs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi-Ariaiis, who adyanced to the 
doors of the church, afliiled them with the moft 
unrelenting fury, 
faith of The provinces of Egypt atid Afia, which cuL 

the Weft- tivated the language and manners of the Greeks, 
pn church, had deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 
troverfy. The familiar ftudy of the Platonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexible idiom, fupplied the clergy 
juid people of the Eaft with an inexhauftible flow 
of words and diftinctions ; and, in the midft of 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmiflion which is enjoined by religion* 
The inhabitants of the Weft were of a lefs inqui- 
fitive fpirit ; their paflions were not fo forcibly 
tnoved by invifible obje&s ; their minds were lefs 
frequently exercifed by the habits 6f difpute, and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Gallican 
jchurch, that Hilary himfelf, above thirty years 
after the firft general council, was ftill a ftranger 
to the Nicene creed 7 \ The Latins had received 

MS. of Charters) he obferves, that he ufed this cautious expreffion, 
qui intelligerem et impiam, p 1206. See p. 1 146. Philoftor^gius, 
\vho faw thpfe objects through a different medium, is inclined to 
forget the difference cf the important diphthong. See in particu- 
lar viii. 17. and Godefroy, p $$%. 

v> Teftor Deum cqeli atque terra? mecum neutrum audifTem, 
femper tamen utrumque fenfifle. . . . Regenerates pridem & in epiC 
copatu aliquantifper maaens (i&em Nicenam nunquam nifi exfblatu- 
rus audivi. Hilar, de Synodis, c. xci. p. 1105. The Benedictines 
are perfuaded that he governed the dipcefe of Poitiers feveral years 
.before bis exile. * 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 343 

the rays of divine knowledge through the 4*rk c H a f. 
and doubtful medium of 3 tranfl^tjqn. The ., X 1 XI * . 
.poverty and ftubbpranefs pf their natiye tongue, 
was not always capable of affording juft equ}- 
-vftlent$ for the Greek terms, for the technical 
wprds of the Platonic philofophy 73 , which hajd 
keen cDnfecrated by the gofpel or by the church, 
to exprefs the myfteries of the Chriflian faith,; 
.and 2 verbal defeat might introduce into thp katin 
theology, a long train of error or perplexity 7 *. 
But as the weftern provincials had the good for- 
tune of deriving their religion from an orthodox 
fou*qe, they.preferved with fteadinefe th$ (\oGtrw{e 
which* they had accepted with docility ; and whep- 
the > Arian peftilence approached their frontiers, 
they were fupplied with the feafonable pre- 
feryative of the Homooufton, by the paternal care 
of the Roman pontiff. Their fentiments and thejr Council of 
temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of a^d^Co. 
Rimini, which furpafled in numbers the council 
of Nice, fince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred bifliops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, 
and Ulyricurm From the firft debates it appeared, 
. that oijly fourfcore prelates adhered tQ the party, 
though they affe£ted to anathenjatife the name and 
mempry, of Arms* But this inferiority, A#as com- 
• penfated by the advantages gf fkill, of experience, 

7; geneca (Epift. lviii.) complains tjiat even the too* of the pia- 
tonifts (the ens of the bolder fchoolmen) could not be exprefled by 
3 Latin nottiu 

7* The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a qenerical .unity (fee Petav* 
torn, ii. 1, iy. c. 13. p«4a4.) was favoured by the Latin language ; 
t§i«s feems'to excite the i<dea of fubftan^e, trinitas of qualities. 
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and of difcipline ; and the minority was conduced 
by Valens and Urfacius, two bifhops of Illyricum, 
i who had fpent their lives in the intrigues of courts 
and councils, and who had been trained under the 
Eufebian banner, in the religious wars of the 
Eafh By their arguments and negociations, they 
embarraffed, they confounded, they at laft de- 
ceived, the honeft fimplicity of tjie Latin biftiops 5 
who frittered the palladium of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and importunity, 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to feparate, till the mem- 
bers had imprudently fubferibed a captious creed, 
in which fome expreflions, fufeeptible of an here* 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this oCcafion, that, 
according to Jerom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian 7S . But the bifhops of the Ladh 
provinces had no fooner reached their refpc&ive 
diocefes, than they difcovered their miftake, and 
repented of their weaknefs. The ignominious capi- 
tularion was rejected with difdain and abhorrence ; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been 
fhaken but not overthrown, w^s more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft 7 \ 

Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuch were 
the natural revolutions of thofe theological dif» 

75 Ingemnit tptu* prbis, et Arianum fe efl*c miratus eft. Hieronym. 
adv. L» cifer. torn. i. p. 145. 

76 1 he ftory of the council of Rimini is very cjcgant]y told by 
Swlpcius Severus (HiiV. Saera, 1 ii. pi 419— 430. edit. Lugd. Bat, 
i'47*)t and by Jerom, in his dialogue againft the Ltictferians* 
The defign of the latter is to apologize for the conduct of the £atia 
bifhops, who were deceived, and who repented/ 

ptes, 
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putes, which difturbed the peace of Chriftiahity c |^ p ' 
under the reigns of Conftantine and of his fons, u „ g - f ,^» 
But „ as thofe princes prefumed to extend their 
defpotifm over the faith, as well ae over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubje&sj the weight of 
their fuffrage fometimes inclined the ecclefiaftical 
balance: and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modified, 
in the cabinet of an earthly monarch, 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded indiffer- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph SSftaL 
of Conftantine; but the emperor continued for tj ne » 
fome time to view, with cool and carelefs indifi. 
ference, the objeft of the difpute, As he wag 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appeafing the 
quarrels of theologians, he addreffed to the con- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
derating epiftle 77 j which may be afcribed, with 
far greater reafon, to the untutored fenfe of a fol- 
dier and ftatefman, than to the di&ates of any of 
his epifcopal counfellors. He attributes the origia 
of the whple controyerfy to a trifling and fubtle 
queftion, concerning q.n ii*conjprehenfible point 
pf the law, yrhich was foolifhly afked by the bifhop, 
and imprudently refolved by the prefbyter. He 
Jamejits that the Chriftian people, who had the 
fame God, the fame religion, and the femp wor- 
ship, fliould b£ divided by fuch ipconfiderable 

77 Eufebius, in Vit. Conftant, 1. ii. c. 64—72. The principles of 
toleration and religious indifference, contained in this epiiile, have 
ijiven great offence to Baronius, Tillemont, &c. who fuppofe that 
the emperor had fome evil councilor, either Satan or Eufebius, at 
pis elbow* See Jortin's Remarks, torn. ii. ^>. 183. 

diftinfltions} 
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C x)fi P ' diftin&ions ; and he ferioufly recommends to the 
clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofophers ; who could maintain their argu- 
ments without lofing their temper, and affert their 
freedom . without violating their friendfhip. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the moft effe&ual method of 
iilencing the difpute : if the popular current had 
been lefs rapid and impetuous; and if Conftan- 
tine himfelf, in the midft of faftion and iana- 
ticifm, could have preferred the calm poffeflion of 
his own mind. But hig eccjefiaftical minifters 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality of the 

Hi»«ai f magiftrate, and to awaken the zeal of the profe- 
lyte. He was provoked by the infiilts which had 
been offered to his ftatucs ; he wa$ alarmed by the 
real, as well as the imaginary, magnitude of the 
Spreading mifchief ; and he extinguished the* hope 
of peace and toleration, from the moment that he 
iaffembled ttyree hundred bifhops within the walk 
J of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
fwelkd the importance of the debate; his atten- 
tion multiplied the arguments ; and - he e&pofed 
<his perfon with a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
mated the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
standing the applaufe which has been beftowed on 
' the eloquence and fegaeity of Coflftaatme 7 * ; a 
: Roman general, whofe religion might be A3! a 
fubjeft of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enlightened either by ftudy or by infpiration, was 
indifferently qualified to difcufs, in the Greek 

78 Enfcbius, in Vit. Gorrftantin/l. iii. c. 13. . 

1 language, 
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language, a metephyfical queftion, or ait article C SJ^ P% 
of faith. But the credit of his favourite Ofius, ^. w ^ 
who appears to have prefided in the council of 
Nice, might difpofe the emperor in favdur of the 
orthodox party; and a well-tithed infinuation, 
that the fame Eu&bius of Nicomedia, who now 
prote&ed the. heretic, had lately affifted the 
tyrant 79 , might exafperate him againft their ad* 
verfarieB. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
ftantine; and his firm declaration, that thofe who 
refilled the divine judgment of the fynod, mull 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni- 
hilated thfe murmurs of a feeble oppofition ; which 
from feventeen, was almoft inftantly reduced tt> 
two, protefti&g ' bifliops. Eufebius of -Csefarea 
yielded a relu$ant and ambiguous confent to* the 
Hom6oufton 8 " ; and the wavering conduft of the 
Nicomedian Etifebius ferved only to delay, about 
thfee months, his difgrace and exile 8 \ The im- Heperfc- 
pious Arius was banifhed into orfe df the r£mot6 cutesthe 
provinces of Iltyricum; his perfon and diftipIeS ' 

were branded by ldw, \vith the odious name of 

» 

7 9 Theodaret has preferved (l.i. c.ao.) an epiftle from Canftan- 
tine to the people of Nicomedia, in which the monarch declares him* 
fclf the public accufer of one of his fubjecls; he -ftyles Eufebius, 

' rut rvpaniKtiq wftOTJjTO* cvfAfwrns 5 and complains of -his hofttffc 
behaviour during the tnvil war. 

80 See in Socrates (1. J. c. ti.), or rather in Theodoret (1« 1. c. ia^, 
an original letter of Eiriebitu of Cacfarea, in which' he attempts t& 
juftify his fubfcribing the Homodufion. The character tof EtfjfebkW 
Jias always been a problem ; but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical epiftle of Le Clerc (Ars Criuca,tom. iii. p. 3©-*69.), ntuft 
entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fincerity 
of the hiftiop of Csefarea. 

81 Athanafius, torn. i. p. 727. Philoftorgtus, 1. i. c. 10. and 
podefroy Commentary, p. 4 1 , 

Porphyrians j 
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chap. Porphyrians ; his writings were condemned to the 
XXI " flames ; and a capital puniflimcnt was denounced 
againft thofe in whofe poffeflion they fliould be 
found. The emperor had now imbibed the fpirit 
of controverfy, and the angry farcaftic ftyle of his 
edi£ts was defigned to infpire his fubjeds with the 
hatred which he had conceived againft the enemies 
, ofChrift 8 \ 
and toe But, as if the conduit of the emperor had been 

party, * guided by paffion inftead of principle, three years 
.£l?,V ft" 01 * 1 ^ e council of Nice were fcarcely elapfed, 
before he difcovered feme fymptoyns of mercy, 
and even of indulgence, towards the profcribed 
fe£t, which w^s fecretly protected. by his favourite 
filter, The exiles were recalled; and Eufebius, 
who gradually refum?d his influence over the 
jnind of Conftantine, w^s reftored to the epifcopa! . 
throne, from which he had been ignominioufly 
degraded. Arius himfelf was treated by the whole 
court with the refpedt whiqh yrould have bsen due. 
to an innocent and opprefled rnjui, His faith was 
approved by the fynqd of Jerufalem ; and the 
emperor feemed impatient to repair his injuftice, 
by iffuing an abfolute command, that he fhould 
te folemnly admitted to the communion in the 
cathedral of Conftantiriople. On the fame day, 
which had been fixed for the triumph of Arius, 
he expired; — and the ftrange and horrid circum* 
fiances of his death might excite a fufpicion, that 

* Socrates, 1. i. c. 9. In his circular letters, which were addrefled 
to the feveral cities, Conftantine employed againft the heretics th$ 
arms of ridicule and comic raillery. 

{he 
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the orthodox faints had contributed more efiica- c ]^ p# 
cioufly than by their prayers, to deliver the church 
from the moft formidable of her enemies". The 
three principal leaders of the Catholics, Athana- 
fius of Alexandria, Euftathius of Antioch, and 
Paul of Conftantinople, were depofed on various 
accufations, by the fentence of numerous councils ; 
and were afterwards banifhed into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firfl of the Chriftian emperors, who, 
in the laft moments of his life, received the rites 
of baptifm from the Arian bifliop of Nicomedia. 
The ecclefiaftical government of Gonftantine can- 
not be juftified from the reproach of levity and 
weaknefs. But the credulous monarch, unfldlled 
in the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profefliont 
of the heretics, whofe fentiments he never per- 
fe&ly underftood ; and t while he prote&ed Arius, 
and perfecuted Athanafius, he Aill confidered the 
council of Nice as the bulwark of the Chriftian 
feith, and the peculiar glory of his own reign 8 *. 

** We derive the original ftory from Athanafius (torn* i. p. 670.), 
who expreflTes fome reluclance to (tigmatize the memory of the dead. 
tte might exaggerate ; but the perpetual commerce of Alexandria 
and Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to invent. 
Thofe who prefs the literal narrative of the death of Ariua (his 
bowels fuddenly burft out in a privy) mull make their option be* 
tween toifm and miracle. 

*4 The change in the fentiments, or at leaft in the condudr, of 
Conftantine, may be traced in Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. aj. 
2. iv. c. 41), Socrates (Li. c. 23— 59-)> Sozoraen (1. ii. c. 16 — 34), 
Theodoret (1. i. c. 14 — 34 .), and Philoftorgius (1. ii. c. 1-7-17.) 
But the firft of thefe writers was too near the fcene of aclion, 
and the others were too remote fVoai it. It is Angular enough, that 
the important talk of continuing the hiftory of the church, fhould 
have been left for two laymen and a heretic. 

The 
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C xxi P * ^ e ^ ons °^ Conftantine muft have been admit- 
w.— y»»j ted from their childhood into the rank of cate- 
S* fiu 1 " c ^^ me ns, but they imitated, in the delay of their 
wur8 the baptifrn, the example of their father. Like him* 
A. 1 !). tih e y prefumed to pronoimce their judgment on 
3*2—361* myfteries into which they had never been regularly 
initiated 85 : and the fete of the TVinitarian con- 
troverfy depended, in a great meafure, on the 
fentiments of Conftantius ; who inherited the pro* 
ivinces of the Eaft, and acquired the poffeffion of 
the whole empire. The Arian preibyter or bifliop, 
who had feereted' for his ufe the teftament of the 
deceafed emperor, improved the fortunate occa- 
fion which bad introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whofe public counfels were always 
fwayed by his domeftic favourites. The eunuchs 
and flaves diffufed the fpiritual poifon through 
the palace, and the dangerous infe&ion was com- 
municated by the female attendants to the guards, 
and by the empreis to her unfufpicious hulband 8 \ 
The partiality which Conftantius always expreffed 
towards the Eufebian faftion, was infenfibly forti- 
fied by fhe dexterous management of their leaders ; 
And his victory over the tyrant Magnentius in- 
creased his inclination, as well as ability, to em- 
.ploy the arms of. power in the caufe of Arianifm. 
While the two armies were engaged in the plaina 

8 5 Quia ettam turn catechumenus facramentum fidei merito vidc- 
retur potutfie nefcire. Suip. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 410. 

86 Socrates, 1. it. c. %. Sozomen, !. Hi. c. 184 Athanaf. torn. i. 
{>. £13. 834. He obferves, that the eunuchs are the natural enemies 
of the Son. Compare Dr. Jortufs Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 

* vol. iv. p. 3. with a certain genealogy in Candide (ch. iv ), which 
cuds with one of the firft companions of Chriftopher Columbus. 

•f 
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of Murfa, and the fate of the two rivals depended c ^ A p. 
on the chance of war, the fon of Conftantine parted 
the anxious moments in a church of the martyrs, 
under the walls of the city. His fpiritual com- 
forter, Valens, the Arian bifliop of the diocefe, 
employed the moft artful precautions to obtain 
fuch early intelligence as might fecure either his 
favour or his efcape. A fecret chain of fwift and 
trufty meffengers informed him of the viciffitudes 
of the battle ; and while the courtiers flood 
trembling round their affrighted matter, Valens 
affured him that the Gallic legions gave v;ay 4 and 
infinuated with fome prefence of mind, that die 
glorious event had been revealed to him by an 
angel. The grateful emperor afcribed his fuccefs 
to the merits and interceflion of the bifhop of 
Murfa, whofe faith had deferved the public and 
miraculous approbation of Heaven 87 . The Arians, 
who considered as their own the vi&ory of Con- 
ftantius, preferred his glory to that of his Father 8 *. 
Cyril, bifliop of Jerufalem, immediately compofed 
the defcription pf a celeftial crofs, encircled with 
a fplendid rainbow; which during the feftival of 
Pentecoft, about the third hour of the day, had 

*7 Sulpicius Severus, in Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 405, 406. 

88 Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 353. N° a6.) exprefsly obferves, 
that in the reign of Conftantme the crofs had been found in the 
bowels of the earth ; but that it had appeared in the reign of Con* 
ftantius, in the midft of the heavens. This oppofition evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ftupendous miracle to which 
the converfion of Conftantine is attributed ; and this ignorance is 
the more furprifing, fincc it was no more than twelve years After 
his death that Cyril was confecrated bifliop of Jerufalem, by the 
immediate fuccefibr of Eufebius of Caefarea. See Xiilemoat, Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. viii. p* 715. 

appeared 
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C xXl P * appeared over the Mount of Olives* to the edifi- 
w-,--j cation of the devout pilgrims* and the people of 
the holy city *** The fize of the meteor was gra- 
dually magnified; and the Arian hiftorian has 
ventured to affirm, that it was confpicuous to the 
two armies in the plains of Pannonia $ and that 
the tyrant, who is purpofely reprefehted as an 
idolater* fled before the aufpicious fign of ortho« 
dox Christianity 90 * 
^l^ili. The fentiments of a judifcious fir'aiigfer, whs 
has impartially confidered the progrefs of civil or 
ccclefiaftical difcord, are always entitled to oitr 
notice: and a fhort paffage of Ammianus, who 
ferved in the arniies, and ftudied the character, of 
Conftantius, is perhaps of more value than many, 
pages of theological inve&ives. " The Ghriftian 
<c religion, which, in itfelf/' fays that moderate 
hiftorian, " is plain and fimple, he confounded 
by the dotage of fuperftition. Inftead of re- 
conciling the parties by the weight «of his autho- 
rity, he cherifhed and propagated, by verbal 
difputes, the differences which his vain curiofity 
had excited. The highways were covered with 
troops of bifhops, galloping from every fide to 
the affemblies, which they call fynods ; and 
while they laboured to reduce the whole fe& to 
their own particular opinions, the public eftab- 
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*9 It is not eafy to determine bow far the Ingenuity of Cyril 
might be afliited by fome natural appearances of a folar halo. ' 

9° Philoftorgiiis 1. iii. c. a6. He is followed ,by the author of 
the Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrenus, and by Nicephorus (fee 
Gothofred. Difiert. p. i$rs.). They could^not refufc a miracle, 
even from the hand of an enemy. 

w lifliment 
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cl Iifliment of the ports was almoft ruined by their C HA p. 
" hafty and repeated journies 9 \" Our more in- 
timate knowledge of the ecclefiaftical tranfa&ions 
of the reign of Conftantius, would furnifh an 
ample commentary on this remarkable paffage ; 
which juftifies the rational apprehenfions of Atha- 
nafius, that the reftlefs activity of the clergy, who 
wandered round the empire in fearch of the true 
faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of 
the unbelieving world 9 \ • As foon as the emperor 
was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, he 
devoted the leifure of his winter-quarters at Aries, 
Milan, Sirmium, and Conftantinople, ,to the 
amufements or toils of controverfy : the fword of 
the magiftrate, and even of the tyrant, was un- 
Iheathed, to enforce the reafons of the theologian ; 
and as he oppofed the orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is -readily confefled that his incapacity and igno- 
rance were equal to his prefumption 9S . The 
eunuchs, the women, and the bifhops, who go- 
verned the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, 
had infpired him with an infuperable diflike to 
the Homooufion ; but his timid confcience was 



9* So curious a paflage well deferves to be tranferibed. Chriiti- 
anam religioncm abfolutam ct fimpl'cem, anili fuperftitiojie con- 
/undens; in qua fciutanda perplexius, quam componenda gravui9 
excitaret difcidia plurima ; quae progrefla fufins aluit concerta- 
tione yerborum, ut cattrvis antiftitnm jumentis public is u'ti o ci- 
troquc difcurrentibus, per fynodos (quas appellant) dnm ritum.tm. 
nem ad fuum trahere conantur (Valcfius reads conatur) rei vehicu- 
lar] ae concideret nervos. Ammiauus, xxi. x6. 

* 

9* Athanaf. tom.'i. p. 870. 

*i S^cratfS, 1. ii. c. $$ — 4.7. Sozomen. 1. iv. c. la — 30. Then. 
doret, 1. 11. c. iS — 31. Ihiloftorj;. 1» iv. c. 4 — 12. 1. v. c. 1— • 4* 
1. vi. c. 1—5, 

.Vol. IIL A a alarmed 
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CH A P. alarmed by the impiety of iEtius.' The guilt of 
that atheift was aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus ; and even the 
deaths of the Imperial minifters, who had been 
maffacted at Antioch, were imputed. to the fug- 
geftions of that dangerous fophift. The mind 
of Conftantius, which could neither be mode- 
rated by reafon, nor fixed by faith, % ^as blindly 
impelled to either fide ef the dark and empty 
abyfs, by his horror of the oppofite extreme : he 
alternately embraced and condemned the fenti- 
ments, he fucceffively banifhed and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian and Seini-Arian fa&ions* 4 . 
t)uring the feafon of public bufinefs or feftivity, 
he employed whole days, and even nights, in 
fele&ing the words, and weighing the fyllabies, 
whieh compofed his flu&uating creeds. The 
fubjeft of his meditation ftill purfued and occupied 
his flumbers ; the incoherent dreams of the em- 
peror • were received as celeflial vifions ; and he 
accepted with complacency the lofty title of bifhop 
of bifhops^ from thofe ecclefiaftics who forgot the 
intereft of their order for* the gratification of their 
pafiions. . The defign of eftablifhing an uniform- 
ity of do&rinc, which had engaged him to . con- 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, Illyricrtfe, 
and. Ada, -was repeatedly baffled by his . own 

• » 

9+$ozomen, 1. iv. c. 23. Athanaf. torn. 1. p. 831. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 947.) has collected feveralinftanccsof 
the haughty fanaticifm of Conftantius from the detached treatifes 
of Lucifer of Cagiiari. The very titles of thefe treatifes infpire 
5h-al and terror 5 " Moriendum pro Dei FiIio. ,,> . " De Regibua 
<v A-X'ftaticis. " De no»\conven:cndo cum HagitlJfO." "Denon 
iwrceiido in Dcum ddinquentibiw." ' *" 
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levity, by the divifions of the Ariahs, and by the c ^ p - 
refiftance of the catholics ; and he refolvecL as v^-v-*^ 
the laft and decifive effort, imperioufly to diftate 
the decrees of a general council. The deftfu&ive 
earthquake of Nicomediaj the difficulty of finding 
a convenient place, and perhaps fome fecret mo- 
tives of policy, produced an alteration in the fum- 
inons* The bifhops of the Eaft were direfted to 
meet at Seleiiciiatj in Ifauria ; while thofe of the 
-Weft held their deliberations at Rimini, on the 
coaft of the Hadriatic. ; and inftead of two or 
three deputies from each province, the whole 
epifcopal body was ordered to march* The 
Eaftern council, after confuming four days in 
fierce and unavailing debate, feparated without 
any definitive conclufion. The council of the 
.Weft was protra&ed till the feventh month. 
Taurus, the Praetorian praefeft, was inftru&ed 
not to difmifs the prelates till they fhould all be 
united in the fame opinion ; and his efforts were 
fupported by a power of banifhing fifteen of the 
moft refractory* and a promife of the confulfhip 
if he atchieved fo diffipult an adventure. His A b. 369. 
prayers and threats, the authority of the fovereign, 
the fophiftry of Valens and Urfacius, the diftrefs 
of cold and hunger, and the tedious melancholy 
of a h<?pelef$ exile, at length extorted the reiuftant 
confent of the bifliops of RiminL The deputies 
of the Eaft and of the Weft attended the emperor 
in the palace of Cohftantinopie, and he enjoye4 
the fatisfa&ion of impofmg. on the world a pro- 
f^flion of faith which eftabliflied the likenefi^ with- 
out gxpf effing the confabftantiality, of the Son of 

A a 2 God. 
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» t 

God y \ But the triumph of Arianifm had been 
preceded by the removal of the orthodox clergy, 
whom it was impoffible either to intimidate or to 
corrupt ; and the reign of Conftantius was #f- 
. graced by the unjuft and ineffe&ual perfecution of 
the great Athanafius. 

We have feldom an opportunity of obferving, 
either in a&iv/s or fpeculative life, what effed may 
be produced, or what obftacles may be fur- 
mounted, by the force of a fmgle mind, when it 
is inflexibly applied to the purfuil of a fingle 
objeft. The immortal name of Athanafius 9<s will 
never be feparated from the Catholic doftrine of 
the Trinity, to whofe defence he confecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being. Edu- 
cated in the family of Alexander, he had vigoroufly 
oppofed the early progrefs of die Arian herefy : he 
exetcifed the important funftions of fecretary 
under the aged, prelate ; and the fathers of the 
Nicene council beheld with furprife and refpeft^ 
the rifing virtues of the young deacon. In. a time 
of public danger,* the dull claims of age and of 



95 Snip. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 41&— 430. The Greek 
hiftorians were very ignorant of the affairs of the Weft. 

* 6 We may regret that Gregory Naaiaozen compofed a panegy- 
ric inftead of a life of Athanafius ; but we fhould enjoy and improve 
the advantage of drawing our molt authentic materials from the 
rich fund of his own epjftles and apologies (torn. i. p. 670—951.). 
I ihall not imitate the example of Socrates (1. ii. c. 1.), who pub- 
lished the fir ft edition of his hiftory without giving himfc If the trou- 
ble to confult the writings of Athanafius. Yet even Socrates, the 
more curious Sozomen, and the learned Theodoret, conned the 
li e of Athanafius with the feries of ecclefiaftical hiftory. The 
diligence of Tillemont (torn, viii.) and of the Benedictine editors, 
has collected every fa£% an4 examined every difficulty. 

- J*ak 
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rank are fometimes fuperfeded; and within five °xxl P 
months after his return from Nice, the deacon v^-v-*-* 
Athanafius was feated on the archiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that eminent ftation above 
forty-fix years, . and his long adminiftration was A. D. 
fpent in a perpetual combat againft the powers of 3 * 6 "~ * 7 ** 
Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne j twenty years he patted as an 
exile or a fugitive ; and almoft every province of 
the Roman empire w^s fucceffively witnefs to his 
merit, and his fufFerings in the caufe of the. Ho- 
moQuiSon, which he confidered as the fole pleafurc 
and bufinefs, as the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidft the ftorms of perfecution, the arch- 
bifbop of Alexandria was patient of labour, jealous 
of fame, carelefs of fafety ; and although his mind 
was tainted by the contagion of fanaticifm, Atha- 
nafius difplayed a fuperiority of charafter and 
abilities, which would have qualified him, far 
better than the degenerate fons of Conftantine, 
for the government of a great monarchy. His 
learning was much lefs profound and extenfive 
than that of Eufebius of Caefarea, and his rude 
eloquence could not be compared with the po- 
lifhed oratory of Gregory or Bafil ;^ but whenever 
the primate of Egypt was called upon to juftify 
his fentiments, or his conduS, . his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of fpeaking or writing, was clear, 
forcible, and perfuafive. He ha& always been 
' revered in the orthodox fchool, as one of the moll 
accurate matters . of the Chriftian theology ; and ] 

he was fuppofed to pofTefs two ^profane fciences, t 

lefs iadapted to the epifcopal chara&er, the know- i 

A a 3 ledge 
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e*H A P. ledge of jurifprudehce 97 , and that of divination **. 
Some fortunate conjeftures of future events, which 
impartial, reafoners mighf afcfibe to the experience 
and judgment • of Athanafius, were attributed by 
his friends to heavenly infpiratioi}, and imputed 
by his enemies, to infernal magic. 

But as Athanafius was continually engaged with 
the prejudices and paflions of every order of men 
from the monk to the emperor, the .knowledge of 
human nature was his firft and moll important 
fcience. He preferyed a diftinft and unbroken 
view of a fcene which .was inceflantly fhifting ; 
and never failed to improve thofe decifiye mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably paft before they are 
perceived by a common eye. The archbilhop of 
Alexandria was capable of diftinguifhhig how far 
he might boldly command, and where he muft 
dexteroufly infinuate ; how long he might contend 
with power,, and when he muft withdraw, from per- 
fecution ; and while he . dirfe&eti the thunders of 
the church againft herefyand rebellion, he could 
affume, in the bofom of his own party, the flexible 
and indulgent temper of a prudent Jeader. The 
eleftion of Athanafius has not efcaped the reproach 
of irregularity and precipitation " ; but the pro- 
priety 

97 Sulpicius Severus (Hift. Sacra, l.ii. p. 396.) calls him a law- 
yer, a jurifconfult. This character canaot now be difcovered 
either in the life or writings of Athanafius. 

9 ? Dicebatnr enim fatidicarum fortium fidem, qugye augufales 
portendererit alites Fcientifiime callens aliquoties praedixifife futura. 
Ammianus, xv. 7.. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by 
Sozomen (1. iv. c. 10.), which evidently proves (if the crows ipeafc 
Latm) that Athanafius||nderftood the language of the cr*ows; 

99 The irregular ordination of Athanafius was flightly mentioned 
in the councils which were held againft him. See Phil oft org:- 1. if. 

, 9- »• 
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priety of ' his behaviour conciliated the affections chap. 
both of the clergy and of the people. The y^^^u 
Alexandrians were impatient to rife in arms for 
the defence of an eloquent and liberal pallor. In 
his diftrefs he always derived fupport, or at lead 
confolation* from the faithful attachment of his 
parochial clergy ; and the hundred bifliops of 
Egypt adhered, with unihaken zeal, to the caufe 
of Athanafius, In the modeft equipage, which ; 
pride and policy would affeft, he. frequently per- ' 
formed' the epifcopal vifitation of his provinces, 
from the mouth of the Nile to the confines of 
.^Ethiopia ; familiarly converfing with the meanefl 
of the populace, and humbly faluting the faints 
and hermits of the defert 10< \ Nor was it only yi . 
ecclefiaftical affemblies, among men whofe edu* 
cation and manners were fimilar to his own, that 
Athanafius difplayed the afcendancy of his genius. 
He appeared with eafy and refpeftful firmnefs in 
the courts of princes ; and in the "various turns of 
his prosperous and adverfe fortune, he never loft 
the confidence of his friends, . or the efteem of his 
enemies. 

In his youth, the primate of Egypt refilled the *J[/^ 
great Conftantine, who had repeatedly figftified againft 

Athana- 
. fins, 

c. 11. and Godefroy, p. 71 t.bnttt can fcarcely be fuppofed that the A. D. 33'*. 
aflembly of the hifhops of Egypt would folemnly atteft a / ublic falfe- ; 

bood. • Athanaf. torn. i.'p. 726. 

100 See the Hiftory of the Fathers of the Defert, puhlifhed by "Rof- 
weide $ and Ti.llemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. in the lives of An- 
thony, PaChomius, ?<c." Athanafius himfelf, who did not difdain to 
compofethe life of his friend Anthony, has carefully obferved how 
often the holy monk deplored and prophefied the ftiifcbiefs of the 
Arian herefy. Athanaf. torn. ii. p. 493. 498, &c. 

A a 4 his 



I • 



360 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

£ ** A p - his will, that Anus fhould be reftored to the *Ca- 
tholic communion I0 '. The emperor refpe&ed, 
and might forgive, this inflexible refolution ; and 
the fa&ion who confidered Athanafius as their 
moft formidable enemy, were conftrained to dif- 
femble their hatred, and filently to prepare an 
indireft and diftant aflault* They fcattered 
rumours and fufpkaons, reprefented the arch- 
bilhop as a proud and oppreffive ^tyrant, and 
boldly accufed him of violating, the treaty which 
had been ratified in the Nicene council, with the 
fchifinatic followers of Meletius Iv \ Athanafius 
had openly difepproyed^ that ignominious peace, 
and the emperor was difpofed to believe* that he 
had abufed his ecclefiaftical and civil jpower, to 
perfecute thofe odious 'fe&aries; that he had fatri- 
legioufly broken a chalice in one of their chirches 
of Maraeotis : that he had whipped or imprifoned 
fix of their bilhops ; and that Arfenius, a feventh 
bilhop of the fame party, had been murdered, or 
at leaft mutilated, by the cruel hand of the pri- 



101 At firft Conftantine threatened in fpraking, but requefted in 
writing, *« *yi*v*s fjuv »nuui f yt*<p»v h, *£<». His letters gradually 
afiumed ? menacing tone; but while he required that the entrance 
of the diurch (hould be open to all, he avoided the odious name of 
Ar us. Athanafius, like a fkilful politician, has accurately marked 
thefe di(lin<5tIons (torn. i. p. 788.)* which allowed him fonje fcopc 
for excufe and delay. 

102 xhe Melctiang in Egypt, like the Donatifts in Africa, were 
produced by an epifcopal quarrel which arofe from the perfecution. 
I have not leifure to purfue the obfeure cbntroverfy, which feems to 
have been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athitofius and the ig- 
norance of Epiphanius. See Moihrims General 1 Hiftory of the 
Churck, vol. i, p. 201. ' - # 

mate. 
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mate 103 . Thefe charges, which affected his ho- C xxi Pfc 
nbur and his life, were referred by Conftantine to w^v^-* 
his brother Dalmatius the cenfor, who refided at 
Antioch ; the fynods of Caefarea and Tyre were 
fucceffively convened ; and the bifhops of the Eaft 
were inftruSed to judge the caufe of Athanafius j 
before they proceeded to confecrate the new 
church of the Refurre&ion at Jerufalem. The 
primate might be confcious of his innocence ; 
but he was fenfible that the fame implacable fpi- 
rit which had dictated the accufation, would cBre& 
the proceeding, and pronounce the fentence. He 
prudently declined the tribunal of his enemies, 
defpifed the fummons of the fynod of Caefarea ; 
and, after a long and artful delay, fubmitted to 
the peremptory commands of the emperor, who 
threatened to punifli his criminal difobedience if 
he refufed to appear in the council of Tyre l0 \ 
Before Athanafius, at the head of fifty Egyptian a. D. 315. 
prelates, failed from Alexandria, he had wifely fe- 
cured the alliance of the Meletians ; and Arfenius 
himfelf, liis imaginary vi&im, and his fecret 
friend, was privately concealed in his train. The 
i^nod of Tyre was conduced by EufebiUs of 
Csefarea, with more paffion, and with lefs art, 
than his learning and experience might promife j 

w * The treatment of the fix bifhops is fpecified by Sozomen(l. ii. 
c. %S')i DU t Athanafius himfelf, fo copious on the fubjeSr of Arfe- 
nius and the chalice, leaves this grave accufation without a reply. 

,( H Athanai^ torn. i. p. 788. Socrates, 1. i. c. 28. Sozomen, 1. ii. 

■fc*&5. The emperor, in his epillle of Convocation (Eufeb. in Vit, 

Conftant. 1 iv. c. 43.), feems to prejudge fome members of the 

jrfergy, and it was more than probable that the fynod would apply 

thofc leproaches to Athanafius. 

his 
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C xxj P ^is numerous fa&ion repeated the names of ha« 
micide and tyrant; and their clamours were en- 
couraged by the feeming patience of Athanafius - 7 
who expetted the decifive moment to produce 
Arfenius alive and unhurt in the midft of the 
affembly. The nature of the other charges did 
not admit of fuch clear and fatisfo&ory replies ; 
yet the archbilhop was able to prove, that, in the 
village, where he was'accufed of breaking a eori- 
fecrated chalice, neither church nor altar *w>r 
chaKce could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined ' the guilt and condemnation 
of their enemy, attempted, however, to difguife 
their injuftice by the imitation of judicial forms : 
the fynod appointed an" epifcopal commiffion of 
fix delegates to colled: evidence on the fpot ; zigt 
this meafure, which was vigoroufly oppofed by 
the Egyptian bifliops, opened new fcenes of vio- 
lence and perjury i0 *. After the return of the 
deputies from Alexandria^ the majority of the 
council pronounced the final fentence of degrada* 
tion and exile againft the primate of Egypt. The 
decree, expreffed in the fierceft language <>f ma- 
lice and revenge, was communicated to the ei#* 
peror and the Catholic church ; and the bifliops 
immediately refumed a mild and devout- afpe&; 
fuch as became their holy * pilgrimage to the 
Sepulchre of Chrift ,c6 . • . 

105 See, in particular, the fecond Apology of Athanafius (torn. i. 
p. 763—808.), .and hi* Epifiles to the Monks (p. 80$— 866.)?. 
'1 hey are jufrified by orig>nal and authentic documents ; but tfts 
would infpire more confidence^ if he ap^ eared Icfs innocent, an^gP 
enemies lefs abfurd. * 

IC6 Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin, L'iv. c. 41—47. 

But 
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But the injuftke of thefe ecclefiaftical judges e H^ p * 
had not been countenanced by the fubmiffion, or C^^-s./ 
even by the prefence, of Athanafius. He re- ^ s le firft 
folved to make a bold and dangerous experiment, /LD-336. 
whether the throne was inacceffible to the voice 
of truth j and before the final fentence could be 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threw 
hitnfelf into a bark which was ready to hoift fail 
for the Imperial city. The requeft of a formal 
audience might have been oppofed or eluded ; 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
moment of Conftantine's return from an adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his angry fovereign 
as he paffed on horfeback through the principal 
ftreet of Conftantinople. So ftrange an apparition 
excited his furprife and indignation ; . and the 
guards were ordered to remove the importunate 
fuitor ; but his refentmfent was fubdiied by invo- 
luntary refpeft ; and the haughty fpirit of the 
emperor was awed by the courage and eloquence 
of a bilhop, who implored his juftice, and 
awakened his confcience ,0? . Conftantine. liftened 
to the complaints of Athanafius with impartial 
and even gracious . attention ; the members of the 
fynod of Tyre were fummoned to juftify their 
proceedings ; and the arts of the. Eufebian fa&ion 
would have been confounded, if they had not 
aggravated the "guilt of the primate by the dex- 
terous fuppofition of an unpardonable offence j a 
crim'nal defign to intercept and detain the corn* 

,0 7 Athanaf. torn, i. p. 804. In a church dedicated to St. Atha- 
nafius, this fituation would afford a better fubjettfora picture, thaa 
moft of. the ftories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

4 fleet 
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CHAP- fleet of Alexandria, which fupplied the fubfift- 
ence of the new capital ,of . The emperor was 
fatisfied that the peace of Egypt would be feciired 
by the abfence of a popular leader ; but he refufed 
to fill the vacancy of the archiepifcopal throne; 
and the fentence, which, after a long hefitation, he 
pronounced, was that of a jealous oftracifm, 
rather than of an ignominious exile.' In the re- 
mote province of Gaul, but in the hofpitable 
court of Treves, Athanafius paffed about twenty- 
eight months. The death of th»e eaaperor changed 
the face of public aflfaif s ; and, amidft the gene- 
ral indulgence of a young reign, the primate was 
reftoited to his country by an honourable edi& of 
the younger Coiiftaritine, who expreffed a deep 
fenfe of the innocence and merit of his venerable 
guelT 09 . 

The death of that prince expofed Athanafius to 
a fecond perfecution ; and the feeble Conflantius, 
the fovefeign of the Eaft, foon became the fecret 
accomplice of the Eufebians. Ninety bifhops of 
that fed or faction affembled at Antioch, under 
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«° 8 Athanaf. torn, i, p. 729. Eunapius has r lated (in Vit. 
Sophift. p. 36, 37. *dit. Commclin) a ftrar.ge example of the cruelty 
and credulity of Conftantine on a fimilar occafion. The eloquent 
Sfopate r, a Syrian philofopher, enjoyed his friend/hip, and provoked 
the refentment of Ablavius, hfe Praetorian prefect. The corn fleet 
was detained for want of a fouth wind ; the people of Conftantinople 
were difcontented; andSopatcr was beheaded, on a charge that he 
had bound the winds by the power of magic. Suidas adds, that 
Conftantine wifhed to prove, by this execution, that he had ab- 
folutely renounced the fuperftition of the Gentiles. 

»°y In his return he faw 1 onftantius twice, at Vimihiacum and at 
Caelarea in Cuppadocia. (Athanaf. torn. L p 676.) Tillemont 
fuppofes that Con (tan tine introduced him to the meeting of the three 
royal brothers in Fannonia. (Metnoires Ecckf. torn. viii. p. 69.) 

the 
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the fpecious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. c ** x ^ p - 
They compofed an ambiguous creed, which is 
faintly tinged with the colours of Semi-Arianifin, 
and twenty-five canons, which ftili regulate the 
difcipline of the orthodox Greeks X1 °. It was de- 
cided, with fome 1 appearance of equity, that a 
bifhop, deprived by a fynod, Ihould not refume 
his epifcopal funftions, till lie had been abfolved 
by the judgment of an equal fynod ; the law was 
immediately applied to the cafe of Athanafius ; 
the council of Antioch pronounced, or rather 
confirmed, his degradation: a ftranger named 
Gregory, was feated on . his throne j and Phila^ 
gnus" 1 , the praefe& of Egypt, was inftrufted to 
fupport the new primate with the civil and military 
powers of the province. Opprefled by the con- 
fpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, Athanafius with- 
drew from Alexandria, and paffed three "* years 
as an exile and a fuppliant on the holy threfhold 

n « See Beveridge Pandect, torn. i. p. 419—45*. and torn. ii. 
Annotation, p. 18*. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 310 — 
$$4. St. Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch 
vflth too much favour and refpeft. He reckons ninety-feven bifhopa- 

111 This magi ft rate, fo odious to Athanafius, is praifed by Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, torn. i. Or at. xxi. p. 39b, 391. 

Ssepe prfcmente Deo fert Deus alter opem. 

For the credit of human nature, I am always pleafed to difcover 
fome good qualities in thofe men whom party has reprefented at 
tyrants and monfters. 

*** The chronological difficulties which perplex the refidenee of 
Athanafius at Kora% are ifrcnuouQy agitated by Valelius (Obfervat. 
ad Calcem, torn. ii. Hilt, Ecclef. 1. i^ c. 1—5) and 1 ill emont 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn- viii. p. 674, &c). Ihave followed the (implg 
hypothcfis of Valcfius, who allows only one journey, after the in- 
frwiion of Gregory* 

• of 
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c HAP. of the Vatican" 3 * By the afliduous ftudy of th£ 
Latin language, he foon qualified himfelf to ne- 



gotiate with the weftern clergy ; his decent flattery 
fwayed and direflted the haughty Julius : the Ro- 
man pontiff was perfuaded to corifider his appeal 
as the peculiar intereft of the Apoftolic fee ; aid 
his innocence was unanimously declared in a coun- 
cil of fifty bifhops of Italy. At the end of three 
$ years, the primate was fummoned to the court of 
Milan by the emperor Coiiftans, who* in the in- 
dulgence of unlawful pleafures, ftill profeffed a 
lively regard for the orthodox faith. The caufe 
of truth and juftice was promoted by the influence 
of gold" 4 , and the niinifters of Conftans advifed 
their fovereign to require the convocation of an 
ecclefiaftical aflembly, which might a& afc the 
A.D346. reprefentatives of the Catholic church. Ninety- 
four bifhops of the Weft, feventy-fix bifhops. of 
the Eaft, encountered each other at Sardi^. on 
the verge of the two empires* but in the domi- 

f * 

*'3 I cannot forbear tranfcribing a judicioite obfervation of Wer> 
ftein (Prolegomen. N. T. p. 19 .) : Si tamen Hiftofiam £cciefiafticara 
yelimus confulcre patebit jam inde a feculo quarto, cum, ortis coa 4 
troverfiis^ecdefte. Gnjecls doctores in duas partes fcindercntur, 
ingenio, eloquentia, numero, fcantum non aqtialcs, earn partem 
' quae vincere cupiebat Romam confugiffe*, majeftatemque pontificis 
comiter coluiffe, toque pa&o oppreflis per pontificem et epifcopos 
Latino's *dv€rfarih? prxvaluifle, atque orthodoxiam in confiliis fta- 
biliviflc. Bam ob caufam AthanaGus, non fine comitatu, Romam 
f>etiit, plurtfque annps ibi hsefit. 

"4 Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 11. If any corruption was ufed to 
promote the intereft of religion, an advocate of AthariaGus might 
juftifv or e*cufe this quei^onable conduct, by-tbe example of Cato 
and Sidney ; the former of whom is/aid. to have gtoen, ar\d the tot- 
ter to have received, a bribe, in the caufc of liberty. 

nions 
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nions of the proteftor of Athanafius. Their de* . c *? x * p * 
bates foon degenerated into hoftile altercations ; ^rv^ 
the Afiatics, apprehenfive for their perfonal fafety, 
retired to Philippopolis in Thrace ; and the rival 
fynods reciprocally hurled their fpiritual thunders 
againft their enemies, whom they pioufly con- 
demned as the enemies of the true G(*d. Their 
decrees were publiflied and ratified in their refpec- 
tive provinces ; and Athanafius, who in the Weft 
was revered as a faint, was expofed as a criminal 
to the abhorrence of the Eaft" 5 . The council 
of Sardica reveals the firft fymptoms of difcord 
and fchifm between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which were fepaf ated by the accidental difference 
of faith, and the permanent diftin&ion of Ian-, 
guage. 

During his fecond exile in the weft, Athanafius and refto- 
was frequently admitted to the Imperial prefencej. A t: £ n> ,, 
at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Verona, Padua, Aqui- 
leia,. and Treves-. The. bifhop of the r diocefe 
ufually aflifted at thefe interviews ; the mafter of 
the offices ftood before the veil or curtain of the 
facred apartment ; and the uniform moderation 
of the primate might . be attefted by thefe refpeQ> 
able witneffes, to whofe evidence he folemnly 
appeals ll6 . Prudence would undoubtedly fuggeft . 

* • 

us The Canon, which allows appeals to the Roman pontiffs, has 

almoft caifed the council of Sardica to the dignity of a general <:oun» 

. cil 5 and its acts have been ignorantly or artfully confounded with 

thofe of the Ntcene fynod. See Tillemont, torn. viii. p. 6S9. and 

Geddes'8 Traces, vol. ii. p. 419—460. 

*** As Athanafius difperfed fecret invetfives againft Conftantius 
(fee the EphHe to the Monks), at the fame time that he afiured bini 
of his profound refpecl, we might diftruft the ^profeiTiona- of the 
avchbifhop. Tom. i. 'p. 677.' 

the 
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CHAP, the mild and refpectful tone that became a fab- 
je& and a bilhop. In thefe familiar conferences 
with the fovereign of the Weft, Athanafius might 
lament the error of Conftantius ; but he boldly 
arraigned the guilt of his eunuchs and his Arian 
prelates ; deplored the diftrefs and danger of the 
Catholic ckurch ; and excited Conftans to emulate 
the zeal and glory of his father. The emperor 
declared his refolution of employing the troops 
and treafures of Europe in the orthodox caftfe ; 
and fignified, by a concife and peremptory epiftle 
to his brother Conftantius, that unlefs he con- 
fented to the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, 
he himfelf, with a fleet and army, would feat the 
archbifliop on the throne of Alexandria" 7 . But 
this religious war, fo horrible <to nature, was pre- 
vented by the timely compliance of Conftantius ; 
and the emperor of the Eaft condefcended to 
folicit a reconciliation with a fubjeft whom he had 
injured. Athanafius waited with decent pride, 
till he had received three fucceflive epiftles full of 
the ftrongeft aflurances of the protldUcn, the 
favour, and the efteem of his fovereign ; who in- 
vited him to refume his epifcopal feat, and who 
added the humiliating precaution of engaging his 
principal minifters to atteft the fincerity of his in- 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftill more 
public manner, by the ftrid orders which were 
difpatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of 

X1 7 Notwithstanding the difcreet (Hence of Athanafius, and the 
manifeft forgery of a letter mferted by Socrates, thefe menace* arc 
proved by the unqueft ionable evidence of Lucifer of Cagljan, and 
even of Conftantius himiclf. See TiUcmont, torn. vpi. p. 693. 

Athattitfus, 
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Athanafiug, to reftore their privileges, to pro- c ha p. 
claim their innocence^ and to eraze from the 
public regifters the illegal proceedings which had 
been obtained during the prevalence of the Eufe- 
bian fa&ion. After every fatisfa&ioii and fecurity 
had been given, which juftice oir evefr delicacy 
could require, the primate proceeded j by flow 
journies, through the provinces of Thrace, Afia, 
and Syria ; and his progrefs was marked by the 
aibjeft homage of the Oriental bifhops, who ex* 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra- 
tion "\ At Antioeh he faw the emperor Con- 
ftantius'j fuftained* with modeft firmnefs, the 
embraces and proteftations of his mafter, and 
eluded the propofal of allowing the Arians a 
fmgle church at Alexandria, by claiming, in the 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar toleration for 
his own party ; a reply which might have appeared 
juft and moderate in the mouth of an independent 
prince* The entrance of the ardibifhop into his 
capital was a triumphal proceffion j abfence and 
perfecution had endeared him to the Alexandrians j 
his authority, which he exercifed with rigour, was 
more firmly eftabliflied ; and his fame was diffufed 
from ^Ethiopia to Britain, over the whole extent 

of the Chriftian world " 9 . 

But 

iis. I have always entertained forne doubts concerning the retrac- 
tatibn of Urfaci.us and Vatens (Athanaf. torn. i. p. 776.)* Their 
epiftles to Julius bifliop of Rome, and to Athanafius himfelf, are of 
fo different a caft from each other, that they cannot both be genuine. 
The one fpeaks the language of criminals who confefs their guilt and 
infamy ; the other of enemjes, who folicit on equal terms an ho • 
nourabie reconciliation, % 

119 The circumftances of his fecond return may be collected from 
Athanafius himfelf; torn. i. p. 79 and 8**, 84$. Socrates, Mi, 

Vol. HI. B b c. i2. 
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CHAP. But the fubjeft who has reduced his prince to 
v , .^-' 1L ,» the neceffity of diflembling, can never expeft a 
Refcnt- fincere and lafting forgivenefs ; and the . tragic 
Conftan- fate of Conftans foon deprived Athsnafius of a 
a"d.35i. powerful and generous prote&or* • The civil war 
between the aflaffin and the only fufviving bro- 
ther of Conftans, which afflkied the empire above 
three yeafs, fecured an interval of repofe to the 
Catholic church ; and the two contending parties 
were defirous to conciliate the friendship of a 
bifhop, who, by the weight of his peffonal autho- 
rity, might determine the fluctuating refolutions 
of an important province. He gave audience to 
the ambafladors of the tyrant, with whom he was 
afterwards accufed of holding a fecret correfpond- 
ence "° ; and the emperor Conftantius repeatedly 
affured his deareft father, the moft reverend Aihar 
nafius, that, nbtwithftanding the maHcious ru- 
mours which were circukted by their common 
enemies, he had inherited the fenthnents, as weB 
as the throne, of hk deceafed brother 121 . Gra- 
titude and humanity would have difpofed the pri- 
mate of Egypt to deplore the untimely fate of 
Conftans, and to abhor the guilt of. Magnenthis ; 
but as he clearly underftood that the apprehen- 
fions of Conftantius were his only fafegualrd, the 

c. zS. Steomcn, 1. iii. c. 191 Theodoret, l.ii. o. u p n. PRi- 
loftorgiiw, 1. iii. c is. 

**° Athanafius (toot. i. p. 677, 678,) defends his innocence by 
pathet ; c complaints, folemn afiertions, and fpecious arguments. He 
admits that letters had been forged in his naihc, but he requefts that 
his own fecretarics, and thofe of thp tyrant, maybe examined, 
whether thofe letters had been written by the former er received bf 
the latter. 

**i Athanaf. torn. i. p. S15— S44. 

fenronr 
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fervour of his prayers for the fuccefs of theMghie- c j&A p - 
ous caufe might perhaps be fom^what abated* u,i.yn^» 
The ruin of Athanafius was no longer Contrived 
by the obfeure malice of a few bigoted of angry 
biftiops, who abufed the authority of a Credulous 
monarch* The monarch himfelf avowed the re* 
Solution, which he had fo long fuppreffed, of 
avenging his private injuries xt2 J aiid the flrlt win-* 
ter after his yi&ory, which he paffed at Arlesj was 
employed againft an enemy mote odious to him 
than the vanquiflied tyrant of GauL 

If the . emperor had capricioufly decreed the Councils 
death of the mofl: eminent and virtuous Citizen of and Milan* 
the republic* the cruel order would have beeii A - D \ 
executed without hefitation, by the minifters of 
open violence of of fpecious injuftice. The cau- 
tion, the delay, the difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation aiid punifhmeht of a 
popular bifliop, difcovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a - 
fenfe 6f order and freedom in the Roman govern- 
ment. The fentence which was pronounced in 
the fynod of Tyre, and fubferibed by a large* 
t majprity of the eaftem bifhops, had never bceit 
exprefsly repealed ; and as Athanafius had been 
once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by the 
judgment of his brethren, every fubfequent a£t. 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri* 
minaL But the memory of the firm and effectual 
fapport ^hich the primate of Egypt had derived 

**» .Athaftaf. torn. i. p. 861. Theodofet, l.ii. c. 16. The 
emperor declared, that he was more defirous to fnbdtte Athanafius, 
than fee had been to vanquish Magnetitias.or Sylvanus. 

B b 2 from 
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chap, from the attachment of the weftera church* exl- 
xxj. • . 

gaged Conflantiuj to fufpend the execution of the 

fentence, till he had obtained the concurrence of 

the Latin bifhops. Two years weifc confumed in 

ccclefiaftical negociations j and the important 

caufe between the emperor and one of his fubje&s 

was fblemnly debated, firft in the fynod of Aries, 

and afterwards in the great council of Milan "% 

which confifted of above three hundred bifhops* 

Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 

arguments of the Arians; the dexterity of the 

eunuchs, and the preffing felicitations of a prince, 

V/ho gratified his revenge at the expence of his 

dignity ; and expofed his own paffions, whilft he 

influenced thofe of the clergy. Corruption, the 

moft infallible fymptom of conftitutional liberty, 

was fuccefsfully pra&ifed: honours, gifts, and 

immunities,, were offered and accepted as the price 

of an epifcopal vote 124 j and the condemnation of 

the Alexandrian primate was artfully rcprcfented, 

as the only meafure which* could reftore the peace 

and union of the Catholic church. The friends 

of Athanafius were not, however, wanting to their 

«** The affairs of the council of Milan are fo imperfectly and 
crroneoufly related by the Greek writers, thatwemuft rejoice ra the 
fupply of fome letters of Enfebius, extracted byBaronius, from the 
archives of the church of Vercellae, and of an old life of Dionyfius 
of Milan, published by Bollandus. See Baronius, A. D. 355. and 
THiemont, tom.vii. p> 1415. 

* 14 The honours, prefents, feafts, which feduced fo many bifhops, 
are mentioned with indignation by thore -who are too pure or too 
proud to accept them. " We combat (fays Hilary^of Poitieft) 
** againft Coftftantius the antichrift; who ftrolces the belly injtead of 
" fcourging the bfcck ;" qui non doriacaedit, fed ventrem palpat. 
Hilanus coptra Conftant. c* 5. p. 1140. 

.4 lefcder 5 



*. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 373 

leader, or to their caufe. With a manly fpirlt, CH ^ P - 
which the fan&ity of their character rendered lefs 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
and in private conference with the emperor, the 
eternal obligation of religion and juftice. They 
declared, that neither the hope of his favour, nor 
the fear of his difpleafure, fhould prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent, an inno- 
cent, a refpe&able brother 12S . . They affirmed, 
with apparent reafon, that the illegal and obfolete 
decrees of the council of Tyre had long fince been 
tacitly abolifhed by the Imperial edi&s, the ho- 
nourable re-eftablifhment of the archbifhop of 
Alexandria, • and the filence or recantation of his 
ixioft clamorous adverfaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been attefted by the unanimous 
bUhops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged in 
the councils of Rome and Sardica I26 , by the im-> 
partial judgment of the Latin church. They 
deplored the hard condition of Athanafius, who, 
after enjoying fo many years his feat, his reputa- 
tion, and the feeming confidence of his fovereign, 
was again called upon to confute the moil ground- 

i*5 Something of this opposition is mentioned by Ammianus 
(kv. 7.), who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of eccle- 
fiaftical hjftory. Liberius . • . perfe veraoter renitebatur, nee vifum 
hominem, nee auditum damnare nefas uUimum fstpe exclamans ; 
£perte fcilicet recalcitrans Imperatoris arbitrio. Id enim ille Atha- 
naGo femper infeftus, &c. 

1*6 More properly by the orthodox part of the council of Sardica* 
If the bifhops of both parties had fairly voted,the divifion would have 
beeao4to 76. M. deTillemont (fee tom.vlii. p. 1147— 1158.) is 
juftly furprifed that fo fmall a majority fhould have proceeded fo 
vigoroufly againft their adverfaries, the principal of whom they im- 
mediately depofed. 

?b 3 lef? 
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chap, left *id ' extrayagkrif accdatkms. Their language 
s^^v^ was fpecious ; tlkeir condu& was honourable : but 
in this long and obftinate conteft, which .fixed the 
eyes of the whole empire on a fitigk bifliop, the 
ecclefiaftieal fe&ions were prepared to falcrificto 
truth and jufticc, to the more intefefting objs& 
of defending, or. readying* the intrepid champion 
of the Nicene faith. The Arians ftill thought it 
prudent to difguife in ambiguous language, their 
real ffendments and defigns: but the orthodox 
bifhops* armed with the favour of the people, and 
the decrees of a general council, ihflfted on every 
Occafion, and particularly at Milan, that their ad* 
verfaries fhould pprge thcinfelves from the fufpidon 
of herefy, before they prefumed to arraign the con- 
duct df the great Athaqafius " 7 . 
Condemn- But the voice of reafon (if r$afon was indeed on 
Athana- & c &k °f Athafcafius) was filenced by the ch- 
*™ s * mours of a fa£tioi§s or ven&l majority ; and the 

councils of Aries and Milan were not diffolved, 
till the archbifhop of .Alexandria had been fo* 
Iemnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 
of the Weftern, as well as of thg Eaftern, church* 
The bilhops who had oppofcd, were required to 
fubferibe, the fentence ; and to unite in religious 
communion with the fufpe&ed leaders of the ad* 
verfe party. A formulary of confent was trans- 
mitted by the meflengers of ftate to the abfent 
bifliops : and all thofe who refufed to f ubmit 
their private opinion to the public and infpired 
ttrifdom of the councils of Aries and Milan, were 

J*7 Sulp. Severus in Hift. Sacra, Kii. p. 414. 

" 5 immediately 
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immediately banifhed by the emperor, who affe<3> CHAP, 
ed to execute the decrees of the Catholic church. 
Among thofe prelates who led the honourable 
band of confeffors and exiles, Liberius of Rome, 
Ofius of Cordova, Paulanus of Treves, Diony- 
fius of Milan, Eufebius of Vercellae, Lucifer of 
Cagliari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may de&rve to 
be particularly diftinguifhed. The eminent ftation 
of Liberius, who governed the capital of the em- 
pire; the perfonal merit and long Acperience of 
the venerable Ofius, who was revered as the fa-*- 
vourite of the great Conftantine, and the father of 
the Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates at the 
head of the Latin church : and their example, 
either of fubmiffion or refiftance, would probably 
be imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But the re* 
peatcd attempts of the emperor, to feduce or to 
intimidate the bifhops of Rome and Cordova, 
were for tome time ineffectual The Spaniard 
declared^ himfelf ready to fuffer under Conftan.- 
this, as he had fuffered / threcfcore years before 
under his grandfather Maximian* The Roman, 
in, the prefence of his fbvereign, afTertcd the in- 
nocence of Athanafius, and . his own freedom. 
When he was banifhed to Beraea in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been offered for 
the accommodation of his journey ; and infulted 
the court of Milan by the haughty remark, that 
the emperor, and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their fpldiers and their bifhops " 8 . The 

«* 8 The exile of Liberius is mentioned by Animianus, xv. 7. See 
Theodoret, l.ii. c. 16. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 834 — %S1* Hilar. 
Fragment, i. 

B b 4 refoluticn 
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c H A f. refolution of Liberius and Ofius was at length 
w*v^ fubdued by the hardfhips of exile and confine- 
ment. The Roman pontiff put chafed his return 
by fome criminal compliances ; and afterwards ex- 
piated his guilt by a feafonable repentance, Per- 
fuafion and violence were employed to extort the 
relu&ant fignature of the decrepid bilhop of Cor- 
dova, whofe ftrength was broken, and whofe 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundrecP years j and the infolent triumph of 
the Arians provoked fome of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman feverity the charafter or 
rather the memory, of an unfortunate old man, 
to whofe former fervices Chriftianity itfelf was fo 
deeply indebted " 9 . 
Exiles. The fall of Liberius and Ofius reflected a 

brighter luftre on th6 . firmnefs of thofe bifliops 
who ftill adhered, with unfliaken fidelity, to Ae 
caufe of • Athanafius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enemies had deprived 
them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad-* 
.vice, feparated thofe illuftrious exiles into diftant 
provinces, and carefully fele&ed the moft inho- 
- fpitable fpots of a great empire I3 °. Yet they 

fpon 



*»> The Kfe of Ofius is colle&ed by Tiltemont (torn. vii. p. 
561), who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and then 
reprobates, the bifhop of Cordova. In the midft of their lamenta- 
tions on his fall, the prudence of Athanafius may be diftinguilhed 
from the blind and intemperate zeal of Hilary. 

n© The confefibrs of the Weft were fucceffively banifhed to the 
deferts of Arabia or Thebais, the lonely places of Mount Taurus, 
the wildeft parts of Phrygia, which were in the pofleffion of the im- 
pious Montanifts, &c. When the heretic JEtius was too favourably 
entertained at Mopfueftia in Cilicia, the place of his exile was 

1 changed 
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« 

foon experienced that the deferts of Libya, aftd ^Sj&**' 
the moft barbarous tra&s of Cappadocia, were 
lefs inhofpitable, than the refidence of thofe cities 
in which an Arian bifhop could fatiate, without 
reftraint, the exquifite rancour of theological 
hatred I3 \ Their confolation was derived from 
the confcioufnefs of reditude and independence, 
from the applaufe, the vifits, the letters, and the 
liberal alms, of their adherents X3a ; and from the 
fatisfa&ion which they foon enjoyed of obferving 
the inteftine divifions of the adverfaries of the 
Nirene faith. Such was the nice and capricious 
tafte of the emperor Conftantius, and Fo eafily 
was he offended by the Highteft deviation from 
his imaginary ftandard of Chriftian truth ; that 
he persecuted, with equal zeal, thofe who defended 
-the coitfub/lantialify, thofe who aflerted the Jimi/ar 
jiibjhance, and thofe who denied the likene/s, of the 
Son of God. Three biflipps, degraded and banifli* 
ed for thofe adverfe opinions, might poffibly meet 
in the farae place of exile ; and, according to the 
"difference of theb temper, might either pity or 
infult the blind enthufiafm of their antagonifts, 
whofe prefent fufferings would never be compenfated 
by future happinefs. 

changed, by the advice of Acacius, to Amblada, a diftri<5t inha- 
bited by fayages> and infefted by war and peftilence. Philoftorg. 
J,v. c. a. 

«$» See the cruel treatment and ftrange obftinacy of Eufcbtus, ia 
bis own, letters, publifhed by Baronius, A.D. 356. N 9»— 102. 

«* Caeterum exules fatis conrtat,* totius orbis ftudiis celebratos 
pecuniafque eis in fumptum affatim congeftas legation ibus quoqufi 
eos plebis Catholic* ex omnibus fere provinces frequcjitatos. Sulp. 
Sever. Hi ft. Sacra, p. 414. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 836. $40. 

The 
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CHAP. The difgrace and exile of the orthodox bifliopa 
\^- v ^ - / of the Weft were defigned as fo many preparatory 

J ulfiono X f fteps t0 Ae ruin of Athanafius Wmfelf m . Six 
Athana- and twenty months had elapfed, during which 

Ate/an" tlle Imperial court fecretly laboured, by the moft 
d "n a m && ous arts > to r^nove him from Alexandria, 
and to withdraw the allowance which fuppKed his 
popular liberality. But when the primate of 
Egypt, deferted and profcribed by the Latin 
church, was left deftitute of any foreign fupport, 
Conftaiitius difpatched two of his fecretaries with 
a verbal commiffion to announce and execute the 
order of his banifhment. As the juftice of thef 
fentence was publicly avowed by the whole party, 
the only motive which could reftrain Conftantiui 
froxh giving his meflengers the fan&ion of a writ* 
ten mandate, mull be imputed to his doubt of the 
event ; and to a fenfe of the danger to which he 
might expofe the fecond city, and the moft fe#* 
tile province of the empire, if the people fhould 
perfift in the refolution of defercttng, by force of 
arms, the innocence of their fpiritual father* 
Such extreme caution afforded Athanafiusa fpe. 
cious pretence refpe&fuliy to difpute the truth of 
an order, which he could not reconcile, either 
with the equity, or with the former declarations, 

m Ample materials for the hiftory of this third peYfccution of 
Athanafms may be found in his own works. See particularly his 
very able apology to Conftantius (torn i. p. 673.), his ftrft Apology 
for hie flight (p. 701.), his prolix epiftle to theSoJitaries (p. 80S ), 
and the, original Proteft of the People of Alexandria againft the vio- 
lences committed by Syrianus (p. 866.}. • Sozomen (Liv. c.9.^ 
has thrown into the narrative two or three krrnmous and important 
circ.nnft Alices. 

of 
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of his gramous matter. The civil powers of c ^ p - 
Egypt found thentfelves inadequate to the talk of 
perfuading or compelling the primate to abdicate 
his epifcopal throne; and they were obliged to 
conclude a treaty with the popular leaders of 
Alexandria, by which it was ftipulated, that all 
proceedings and hoftilities fhould be fufpended 
till the emperor's pleafure had been more diftin&ly 
ascertained. By this feeming moderation, the 
Catholics were deceived «into a falfe and fatal 
fecurity; while the legions of the Upper Egypt, 
and of Libya, advanced, by fecret orders and 
bafty marches, to befiege, or rather to furprife, a 
capital, habituated to fedition, and inflamed by 
religious zeal I34 . The pofition of Alexandria, 
between the fea and the lake Mareotis, facilitated 
the approach and landing of the troops; who 
Were introdticed into the heart of the city, before 
any effe&ual meafures could be taken, either to 
Jhttt the gates, or to occupy the important pofls 
*>f defence. At the hour / of midnight, twenty- 
three days after the fignature of the treaty, Syri- 
anus duke of Egypt, at the head of five thoufand 
foldiers, armed and prepared for an affault, unex* 
pededly invefted the church of St. Theonas, 
where the archbilhop, with a party of his clergy and 
people, performed their no&urnai devotions. The 
doors of the facred edifice yielded to the impetu* 

x *4 Athanafius had lately fent for Antony, and fomeof his chofcn 
Monk 8. They defcendt d from their mountain, announced to the 
^Rbtandrians the fancYtty of Athanafius, and were honourably con- 
dueled by the archbifliop as far as the gates ofthecity^ Athanaf. 
torn. ii. p. 491 , 491. See lifcewife Rufcnus, iii. ,$ 4 , inVit. Patr, 

p. 5**. 

ofity 
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C xxi P " °^ lt y °^ *^ c attack, which was accompanied with 
every horrid circumftaixce of tumult and blood- 
(hed ; but, as the bodies of the . (lain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptionable evidence in the poffeffion 
of the Catholics, the enteiprife of Syrianus may 
be confidered as a fuccefsful irruption, rather than 
as an abfolute conqueft. The other churches of 
the city were profaned by fimilar outrages; and, 
during at lead four months, Alexandria waa ex- 
pofed to the infults of a licentious army, ftimu- 
lated by the ecclefiaftiqs of m* hoftile faftion. 
Many of the faithful were killed; who may de- 
ferve the name of martyrs, if .their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged ; bi&ops and~ 
prefbyters were treated with cruel ignominy; con- 
fecrated virgins were ftripped naked, fcourged, 
and violated ; the houfes of wealthy citizens 
were plundered ; and, under the mafk of reli- 
gious zeal, lull, avarice, and private refentment, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with ap- 
plaufe, The P^gajis of Alexandria, who (till 
formed a numerous and difcontented party, were 
eafily perfuaded to defert a bifhop whom they 
feared and efteemed. The hopes of fome peculiar 
favours, and s the apprehenfion of' being involved 
in the general penalties of rebellion, engaged 
them to promife their fupport to the deftined fug- 
ceflbr of Athanafius, the famous George of Cap- 
padocia. The ufurper, after receiving the con- 
secration of an Arian fynod, was placed on tb$ 
cpifcopal throne by the arms of Sebaftian, who 
had been appointed Count of Egypt for the- e?:e- 

cuticu^ 
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cation of that important defign. In the ufe, as CHAP. 
Well as in the acquifition, of power, the tyrant 
George disregarded the laws of religion, of juf- 
tke, and of humanity ; and the fame fcenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhibited in 
the capital, were repeated in more than ninety 
epifcopal cities of Egypt. Encouraged by fuc* 
cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the conduft 
of his minifters* By a public and paflionate 
epiftle, the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence ; 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the moft 
reverend George, the ele&ed bifhop ; and afpires, 
as the patron and benefa&or of the city, to fur- 
pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
folemnly declares his unalterable refolution to 
purfue with fire and fword the feditious adherents 
of the wicked Athanafius, who, by flying from 
juftice, has- confefled his guilt, and efcaped the 
ignominious death which he had fo often de- 
fended 13S . 

Athanafius had indeed efcaped from the moft His beha- 
imminent dangers ; and the adventures of that 
extraordinary man deferve and fix our attention. 
On the memorable night when the church of St. 
Theonas was invefted by the troops of Syrianus, 
the archbifhop, feated on his throne, expe&ed, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death. While the public devotion was inter- 

i« Athanaf. torn. i. p. 694. The emperor, or his Ar'an fecre- 
tarics, while they exprefs.their refei:tment, betray their fears and 
cfteem of Athanafius. 

s rupted 
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chap, nipted by fliouts of rage and cries of terror, he 
animated his trembling congregation to exprefs 
their religious confidence, by chanting one of the 
pfalms of David, which celebrates die triumph of 
the God of Ifirael oyer the haughty and impious 
tyrant of Egypt. The doors were at length burft 
open ; a cloud of arrows was difcharged among 
the people ; the foldiers, with drawn fwords, 
rufhed forwards into the fan&uary ; and the dread- 
ful gleam of their armour was refle&ed by Ac 
holy luminaries which burnt round the altar ***. 
Athanafius ftill rejected the pious importunity of 
the Monks and Prefbyters, who were attached *to 
his perfon; and nobly refufed to defert his epis- 
copal flation, till he had difmHTed in fafety the 
laft of the congregation. The darknefs and tu- 
mult of the night favoured the retreat of the 
archbiihop ; and though he was opprefled by the 
waves of an agitated multitude, though he was 
thrown to the ground, and left without fenfe or 
motion, he Hill recovered his undaunted courage ; 
and eluded the eager fearch of the foldiers, who 
were inftru&ed by their Arian guides, that the 
head of Athanafius would be the moft acceptable 
prefent to the emperor. From that moment the 
primate of Egypt difcppeared from the eyes of hb 
enemies, and remained above fix years concealed 
in impenetrable obfeurity 137 * 

The 

>? T-hefe minute cireumftanc^s an; curious, us they arelkcraBy 
tranferibed from the proteft, which was publicly prefentcd three 
days afterward* by the Catholics of Alexandria. See Atnanaf. 
torn. i. p. $67. 

137 The Janfenlfts have often compared Athanafius and ArnattU, 
and have expatiated with pleasure on the faith and zeal? the merit aad 

exile, 
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The defpotic power of his implacable enemy c y^ p> 
filled the whole extent of the Rojnan world ; and v.^-^-^L/ 
the exafperated monarch had endeavoured, by a ^ s J e " 
very preffing epiftle to the Chriftian princes of a/d, 
^Ethiopia, to exclude Athanafms from the moft 3 $ 6 — 3 *• 
remote and fequeftered regions of the earth. 
Counts, praefe&s, tribunes, whole armies, were 
fucceflively employed to purfue a biihop and a 
fugitive; the vigilance of the civil and military 
powers were excited by the Imperial edi&s ; liberal 
rewards were promifed to the man who fhould 
produce Athanafius, either alive or dead ; and the 
moft fevere penalties were denounced againft 
thbfe who Ihould dare to proteft the public 
enemy 13g . But the deferts of Thebais were now 
peopled by a race of wild, yet fubmiffive fanatics, 
who preferred the commands of their abbot to the 
laws of their fovereign. The numerous difciples. 
of Antony and Pachomius received the fugitive 
primate as their father, admired the patience an£ 
humility wkh which he conformed to their ftrifteft 
iaftitutions, collected every word which dropt 
from his lips as the genuine effufions of infpired 
wifdom ; and perfuaded themfelves, that their 
prayers, their falls, and their vigils, were lefs 
meritorious than the zeal which they exprefled, 

exile, of thofe celebrated doctors. This concealed parallel is very 
dexteroiifly msnaged by the Abb« de la Bleterie, Vie de Jovien, 
^om.i. p. 130. 

* 38 Hinc jam toto orbe profugus Athanaiuis, nee nil us ei tutus ad 
latendum fuper-ei at locus. Tiibuni, Pr2Efe<5li > Comites, exercitu* 
quoque., ad pervert igandum eum moventur edict is Imperialisms ; 
praemia delatoribus proponuntur, fi quis eum vivum, ft id minus* 
caput certe Athauafij detuliflet. Rufiru Li. c. 16. 

and 
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CHAR and the dangers which they braved, in the de* 
^!l , fence of truth and innocence 13 '. The monafterieS 
of Egypt were feated in lonely and defolate 
places, on the fummit of motiritains, or in the 
iflands of the Nile ; and the facred horn or trum- 
pet of Tabeiine tfas the well-known fignal which 
affembled feveral thoufand robuft and determined 
m Monks, who, for the mod part* had been the 
peafants of the adjacent country* When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military force* 1 
which it was impoflible to refift, they filently 
ftretched out their necks to the executioner ; and 
fupported their national chara&er, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian the t:onfeffion 
of a fecret which he was refolved not to dif- 
clofe ,4 °, The archbifhop of Alexandria, for 
whofe fafety they eagerly devoted their lives* 
was loft among a uniform and welUdifciplined 
multitude ; and on the nearer approach of danger* 
he was fwiftly removed, by their officious hands, 
from one place of concealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable deferts,* which the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftition had peopled 
with demons and favage monfters. The retire- 
ment of Athanafius, which ended only with the 
life of Conftantius, was fpent, for the moft part, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully ferved 
him as guards, as fecretaries, and as meffengers ; 

'3> Gregor. Nazianzen. tojn. i- Orat. xxi. p. 3S4, 385, See 
Tillemont, Mem. Kcclef. torn. vii. p. 176 — 410. 8zc— 880. 

'4© JJt nulla tormtntorum vis inveniri adhuc potuit $ qnae ob» 
{Jurat o illius tragus latroni invito elicere potuit, ut noroen pro- 
prium djcat. Ammlan. xjcii. 16. .and Valcfrus ad tocum. 

• but 
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but the importance of maintaining a more inti- CHAP. 
mate connedion with the Catholic party, tempted 
him, whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abated, to emerge from the defert, to introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria, and to truft his perfon 
to the difcretion of his friends and adherents. 
His various adventures might have furnifhed the 
fubjeft of a very entertaining romance. He was 
once fecreted in a dry ciftern, which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a fen? ale flave ,41 ; and he was once con- 
cealed in a ftill more extraordinary afylum, the 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 
who was celebrated in the whole city for her ex* 
quifite beauty. At the hour of midnight, as fhe 
related the ftory many years afterwards, fhe was 
furprifed by the appearance of the Archbifliop in a 
loofe undrefs, who, advancing with hafty fteps, 
conjured her to afford him the protection which . 
he had been directed by a celeftial vifion to feek 
under her hofpitable roof. The pious maid ac- 
cepted and preferved the facred pledge which was 
^ntrufted lo her prudence and courage. Without 
imparting the fecret to any one, fhe inftantly con* 
dudted Athanafius into her moft fecret chamber, 
and watched over his fafety with the tendernefs of 
a friend and the ailiduity of a fervant. As long as 
the danger continued, fhe regularly fupplied him 
with books and provifions, wafhed his feet, ma- 

M-« Rufin. I. h c j$ y , Sozomcn, 1. iv. c. 10. This and the 
following fftfr'y will 6c rendered impoflible, if we fuppofe that Atha- 
n a fins always Inhabited the afvlum which he accidentally or occafion- 
ally had ufed. 

Vo£. III. C c naged 
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chap, naged his correfpondence, and dexteroufly con- 
cealed from the eye of fufpicion, this familiar 
and folitary intercourfe between a faint whofe 
character required the mod unblemiftied chaftify, 
and a female whofe charms might excite the molt 
dangerous emotions ,4 \ * During the fix years of 
persecution and exile, Athanafios repeated his 
vifits to his fair and faithful companion ; and the 
formal declaration, that he faw the councils of 
Rimini and Seleucia ,4 \ forces us to believe that 
he was fecretly prefent at the time and place of 
their convocation. The advantage of perfonally 
negociating with his friends, and of obferving 
and improving the divisions of his enemies, might 
juftify, in a prudent ftatefman, fo bold and dan- 
gerous an enterprife : and Alexandria was con- 
nested by trade and navigation with every fea- 
port of the Mediterranean. From the depth of 
his inacceflible retreat, die intrepid primate waged 
an inceffant and ofFenfive war againft the protedor 
of the Arians ; and his feafonable writings, which 
were diligently circulated and eagerly perufed, 
contributed to unite and animate the orthodox 
party. In his public apologies, which he ad- 
drefled to the emperor himfelf, he fometimes 

«4* Palladius (Jlift. Laufiac. c. 136. in Vit. Patrum, p. 776.), the 
original author of this anecdote, had converted with the damle], who 
in her oKL age ftill remembered with pleafure fo pious and honour- 
able a connexion. I cannot indulge the delicacy of Baronius, Vale- 
iius, Tillemont, &c. who almoft reject a ftory fo unworthy, as they 
deem it, of the gravity of ecelefiaftical hi (lory. 

" 3 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 869. I agree with Tillem&Bt (torn. viii. 
p. 1197.)* that his expreffions imply a perfonaf, though perhaps 
fecret, vifit to the fynods. / 

-8 • aBt&d 
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affe&ed the praife of moderation;' whilft at the c |^ p - 
fame time, in fecret and vehement inve&ives, he ^ .- w - j* 
expofed Conftantius as a weak and wicked prince, 
the executioner of his family, the tyrant of the 
republic, and the antichrift of the church. In 
the heighl of his profperity, the victorious ,mo» 
narch, who had chaftifed the rafhnefs of Gallus, 
and fuppreffed the revolt of 8ylvanu$, tvho had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio, and 
vanqui&ed in the; field the legions of Magnen- 
tius, received from an invifible hand a wound, 
which he could neither heal nor revenge ; and the 
fon of Conftantine was the firft of the Chriftian 
princes who experienced the ftrength of thofe 
principles, which, in the caufe of religion, could 
refift the moft violent exertions of the civil 
power l4 \ 

The perfecution of Athanafius, and of fo* many £™ tt 
refpe&able bifhops, who fuffercd for the truth oif 
their opinions, or at leaft for the integrity of their 
confidence, was a juft fubje& of indignation and 
difcontent to all Chriftians, except thofe who 
were blindly devoted to the Arian faftion. The 
people regretted the loft of their faithful patters, 
whofe baniflmient was ufuajly followed by the ia- 

»<4The Epiftle of Athanafius to the Monks 4s fHlcd with re- 
proaches, which the public muft feel to be true (vol. i. p. 834. 
$56.) • and, in compl'ment to hifi readers, he has introduced th« 
comparifonsof Pharaoh, Ahab, Belfhazzar, &c. The boldnefs 0/ 
Hilary was attended with lefs danger, if he publifhed his invective 19 
Gaul alter the revolt of Julian ; but Lucifer lent his libels to Con- 
ftantius, and almoft challenged the reward of martyrdom. See 
Tillemont,^om. yil p. jp^. 

C c 2 trufion 
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CHAp. trufidn of a ftranger H5 into the epifcopal chair ; 

t XXI - and loudly complained, that the right of election 
was violated, and that they .were condemned to 
obey a mercenary ufurper, whofe perfon was un- 
known, and whofe principles were fufpe&ed. The 
Catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the guilt and herefy of their 
ecclefiaftical governor, by publicly teftifying their 

Divifions. <iiflf ent) or by lotaHy feparating themfelves from 
his communion. The firft of thefe methods was 
invented at Antioch, and pra&ifed with fuch fuc- 
cefe, that it was foon diffiifed over the Chriftian 
world. The doxology, or facred hymn, which 
celebrates the glory of the Trinity, is fufceptible of 
very pice, but material, inflexions ; and the fab- 
(lance of an. orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may 
be cxpreffed by the difference of a disjunftive, or 
a copulative, particle. Alternate refponfes, and 
z more regular pfalmody **, were introduced into 
the public fervice by Flavianus and Diodorus, 
t*o devout and a&ive laymen, who were attached 
to the Nicene faith* Under their conduft, a 
fwarm of monks iffued from the adjacent defert, 
bands of well-difciplined fingers were Rationed in 
the cathedral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, 

• 

H5 Athanafius (torn. i. p. Sic.) complaint in general of this 
pra&ice, which he afterwards exemplifies (p. 86 1) in the pretended 
election of Faclix. Three eunuchs reprcfented the Roman people* 
snd three prelates, who followed the" court, aflumed the functions 
of the bifhops of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

i* 6 Thomaffin (Difciplrae de TEgHfe, torn. i. 1. ii. c, ?* t yj. 
p 966 — 984) has collected many enriotfs facts concerning theorigia 

and progrefs of church-finging, both in the £aft and Weft. 

• ■ 
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and the Son, and the Holy Ghoft 147 , was tri- chA-p. 

umphantly chanted by a full chorus of voices ; 

and the Catholics infulted, by the purity of their 

do&rine, the Arian prelate, who had ufurped the 

throne of the venerable Euftathius. The fame 

zeal which jnfpired their fongs, prompted the 

more fcrupulous members of the orthodox party 

to form feparate aflemblies, wjnch were governed 

by the prefbyters, till the death of their exiled 

bilhop allowed the ele&ion and confecration of a 

new epifcopal paftor ,4i . The revolutions of the 

court multiplied the number of pretenders; and 

the fame city was often difputed, under the reigri 

of Conftantius, by two, or three, or even four 

bilhops, who exercifed their fpiritual jurifdi&ior* 

over their refpedtive followers, and alternately 

loft and regained the temporal poffeffions of the 

church. The abufe of Chriftianity introduced 

into the Roman government new caufes of tyranny 

and fedition; the bands of civil fodety were 

torn afunder by the fury of religious fa&ions ; and 

the obfcure citizen, who might calmly have fur- 

veyed the elevation and fall of fucceflive em- 

w philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 13. Godefroy has examined this fob- 
je& with fibular accuracy (p. 147, &c.). There were tforee hete- 
rodox forms : •* Tu the father by the Son, and in the Holy Gholt :" 
•« To the father, and the Son in the Holy Ghoft : T * and " Vo the 
«* Father in Ihe Son and the Holy Ghoft." 

"* 8 After the exile of Euftathius, under the reign of Conftantine, 
the rigid party of the orthodox formed a feparation which afterwards 
degenerated into a fchiftn, and lafted above fourfcore years. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 3J—54- 1137^-1158. torn, 
viii. p. 517—631. 1314—133*. In many churches, the Arians 
and Homooufians, who had renounced each other*s communion, con- 
tinued for fome time to. join in prayer. Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. 14. 

C c 3 . perors, 
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CHAP, perors, imagined and experienced, that his own 
i_- -' ' life and fortune were conne&ed with the interefts 
of a popular ecclefiaftic. The example of the 
two capitals, Rome and Conflantinople, may 
ferve to reprefent the ftate of the empire, and the 
temper of mankind, under the reign of the fons of 
Conftantine. ' 
Rome. j # The Roman pontiff, as long as he; main- 

tained his ftation and his principles, was guarded 
by the warm attachment of a great people j and 
could rejeft with fcorn the prayers, the menaces, 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
the eunuchs had fecretly pronounced the exile of 
Liberius, the well-grounded apprehenfion of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precau- 
tions in the execution of the 'fentence. The 
capital was inverted on every fid^, and tjje prae- 
fe& was commanded to feize the perfon of the 
bifliop, either by ftratagem, or by open force. 
The order was obeyed j and Liberius, with the 
greateft difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
fWiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman 
people, before their condemnation was turned into 
rage* As foon as they were informed of his ba- 
* tiifliment into Thrace, a general affembly was 
convened, and the clergy of Rome bound them* 
felves, by a public and folemn oath, never to 
defert their bifliop, never to acknowledge the 
ufurper Faelixj who, by the influence of the. eu* 
nuchs, had been irregularly chofen and confe- 
Cfated within the walls of a profjane palace. At 
the end of two years, their pious obftinacy fub- 
fifled entire and unfhakenj and when Conftan* 

tius 
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this vifited Rome, he was aflailed by the impor- c 5jn P ' 
tunate folicitations of a people, who had preferved, 
as the laft remnant of their ancient freedom, the 
right of treating their fovereign with familiar in- 
folence. The wives of many of the fenators and 
molt honourable citizens, after preffing their huf- 
bands to intercede in favour of Liberius, were ad* 
vifed to undertake a commiffion, which, in their 
hands, would be lefs dangerous, and might prove 
more fuccefsful. The emperor received with po- 
litenpfs thefe female deputies, whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplayed in the magnificence of 
their drefs and ornaments : he admired their in* 
flexible refolution of following their beloved paftor 
to the moft diftant regions of the earth ; and con- 
fented that the two bifhops, Liberius and Faelix, 
fhould govern in peace their refpeftive congre- 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were fo re- 
pugnant to the praftice, and even to the fenti- 
ments, of thofe times, that when the anfwer of 
Conftantius was publicly read in the Circus of 
Rome, fo reafonable a project of accommodation 
was reje&ed with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which animated the fpe&ators 
in the decifive moment of a horfe-race, was now 
dire&ed towards a different object ; and the Cir- 
cus refounded wit^i the fhout of thoufands, who 
repeatedly exclaimed, " One God, One Chrift, 
" One Bifhop." The zeal of the Roman people 
♦ in the caufe of Liberius, was not confined to 
words alone ; and the dangerous and bloody fedj* 
tion which they excited fobn after the departure 

C c 4 of 
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C xxi P " °^ Conftantfus, determined that prince to accept 
W-y^J the fubmiffion of the exiled prelate, and to reftore 
him to the undivided dominion of the capital* 
After fome ineffe&ual refijftance^ his rival was ex- 
pelled from the city by the permiffion of the em- 
peror, and the power of the oppofite fadHon ; the 
adherents of Faelix were inhumanly murdered in 
the ftreets, in the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches ; and the face of Rome, 
upon the return of a Chriftian bifliop* renewed 
the horrid image of the maffacres of Marius, and 
the profcriptions of Sylla I49 . 
Confton- II. Notwithftanding the rapid increafe of Chrift- 
tinpplc. j^g unc |er the reign of the Flavian family, Rome, 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the em- 
pire, ftill contained a ftrong and powerful fa&ion 
of infidels, who envied the profperity, and who 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes jof the church. Conftantmople alone 
enjoyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eaft- had never been polluted by the worfhip of 
idols ; and the whole body of the people had 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the paffions, which diftinguifhed the Chriftians of 
that age from the reft, of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the epifcopal throne was dif- 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal 

■49 Sec, on this ecclefiaftical revolution of Rome, Ammianu?, 
xy. 7. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 834. B6i. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 15. 
Theodoret. 1. it. c. 17. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, I. ii, j>. 41 j. 
Hieronym. Cbron. Marcellin. et Fauftin. Libel!, p. 3, 4. Tifle- 
mont. Mem. Ecclcf. torn. vi. p. 336. 

and 
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and abilities they both deferved the emident fta- c ^ p% 
tion to which they, afpired ; and if the moral cha- 
racter of Macedonius was lefs exceptionable, his 
competitor had the advantage of a prior ele&ion 
and a more ,orthodox doftrine. His firm attach- 
ment to the Nicene creed, which has given Paul 
a place in the calendar among faints and martyrs, 
expofed him to the refentment of the Arians. la 
the fpace of fourteen years he was five times driveiji 
. from the throne ; to which he was more frequently 
reftored by theviolence of the people, than by the 
permiffion of the prince ; and the power of Ma- 
cedonius could be fecured only by the death of 
his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 
chains from the fendy deferts of Mefopotamia to 
the moft defolate places of Mount Taurus l5 °, 
confined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left fix 
days without food, and at length flrangled, by 
the order of Philip, one of the principal minifters 
of the emperor Conftantius 151 . The firft blood 
which ftained the new capital was fpilt in this ec- 
clefiaftical conteft ; and many perfons were flain on 

*5° Cucufus was the lafl: ftage of his life and fuffering*. The 
fituation of that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cili- 
cia, and the LefiTer Armenia, has occ^fioned fome geographical per- 
plexity ; but we are directed to the true fpot by the courfe of the 
Roman road from Cacfarea to Anazarbus. See Cellarii Geograph. 
torn. ii. p. aij. -Weffeling ad Itinerar. p. 179 703. 

'5* Athanafius (torn. i. p. 703. 813, 814) affirms, in the moft 
pofitive terms, that Paul was murdered ; and appeals, not only to 
common fame, but even to the unfufpicious teftimony of Philagrius, 
one of the Arian perfecutors. Yet he* acknowledges, that the here- 
tics attributed to difeafe the death of the bifhop of Conftantinople. 
Athanafius is fervilely copied by Socrates (1. ii. c. 26.)} but So- 
zomc», who difcovers a more liberal temper, prcfumes (1. iv. c. 2.) 
to infinuate a prudent doubt 

both 
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C xxi P# both. fides, in the furious and obftinate feditions of 
the people. The commiflion of enforcing a fen- 
tence of banifhment againft Paul, had been en* 
trufted to Hermogenes, the mafter-general of the 
cavalry ; but the execution of it was fatal to him- 
fclf. The Catholics rofe in defence of their 
biftiop ; the palace of Hermogenes was confumed ; 
the firft military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heels through the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
and, after he expired, his lifelefs corpfe was ex- 
pofed to their wanton infults 1$ \ The fate of 
Hermogenes inftrtiSed Philip, the Praetorian prae- 
fe£k, to a& with more precaution on a fimilar oc- 
cafion. ' In the moft gentle and honourable terms, 
he required the attendance of Pkul in the baths of 
Zeuxippus, which had a private communication 
with the palace and the fea. A veffel, which lay 
ready at the garden-ftairs, immediately hoifted 
fail ; and, while the people were ftill ignorant of 
the meditated facrilege, their bifhop was already 
embarked on his voyage to Theffalonica. They 
foon beheld, with furprife and indignation,* the 
gates of the palace thrown open, and the ufurper 
Macedonius feated by the fide of the praefe& on a 
lofty chariot, which was furrounded by troops of 
guards with drawn fwords. The military procef- 
fion advanced towards the cathedral; the Arians 
and the Catholics eagerly rufhed to occupy that 
important poft; and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfons loft their lives in the coniufion of 

*** Ammianus (adv. 10.) refers' to his own account of this tragic 
front. But we no lpnger poflfefs that part of his hiftory . 

the 
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the tumult. Macedonius, who vtts fupported by C xyt P4 
a regular force, obtained a dccifive vi&ory; but 
his reign was difturbed by clamour and fedition ; 
and the caufes which appeared the leaft conne&ed 
with the fubjeft of difpute, were fufficient to 
nourifli and to kindle the flame of civil difcord. 
As the chapel in which the body of the great Con* 
ftantine had been depofited was in a ruinous con- 
dition, the bilhops tranfported thofe venerable re* 
mains into the church of St. Acacius. This pru- 
dent and even pious meafure was reprefented as a 
wicked profanation by the whole party which ad- 
hered to the Homooufian do&rine. The fa&ions 
immediately flew to arms, the confecrated ground, 
was ufed as their field of battle ; and one of the 
ecclefiaftical hiftorians has obferved, as a real 
fa&, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore the church overflowed with a ftream of blood, 
which filled the porticoes and the adjacent courts. 
The writer who fhould impute thefe tumults folely 
tq a religious principle, would betray a very im- 
perfeft knowledge of human nature ; yet it muft 
be cohfeffed* that the motive which milled the 
fincerity of seal, and the pretence which difguifed 
the licentioufnefs of paflion, fupprefled the re- 
morfe which, in another caufe, would have fuc- 
ceeded to the rage of the Chriftians of Conftan- 
tinople ,S5 . 

f flSee Socrates, 1. ii. c. 6, 7. 12, 13. 15, 16. 46,27 3^- and 
Sozomen, 1 Hi. 3, 4. 7» 9- 1- »v. c. ii. at. The ads of St. Paul 
of Conftantinople, of which Photius has made an abftrect (Phot. 
Bibliot. p. 1419—1430.), are an indifferent copy of ihefe hiftorinnt; 
but a modern Creek, who could write the life of a faint without 
adding fables and miracles, is. entitled to fome commendation. 

Tht 
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chap. The cruel and" arbitrary difpofition of Conftan* 
^ ' j tius, which did not always require the provoca- 
Crueity tions of guilt, and refiftartce, was juftly cxafperatec 
Arians. by the tumults of his capital, and the criminal 
behaviour of a fa&ion, which oppofed the autho- 
rity and religion of their fovereign. The ordinary 
punifliments of death, exile, .and confifcation 
were infli&ed with partial rigour ; and the Greeks 
ftill revere the holy memory of two clerks, a 
reader and a fub-deacon, who were accufed of 
the murder of Hermogenes* and beheaded at the 
gates of Conf tantinople. By an edi& of Conftantius 
againft the Catholics, which has not been judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodofian code, thofe 
who refufed to communicate with the Arian 
bifhops, and particularly with Macedomus, were 
deprived of the immunities of gcclefiaftics, and 
of the rights of Chriftians ; they were compelled 
to relinquifh the poffeffion of the churches ; and 
were ftri&ly prohibited from holding their affem- 
blies within the wails of the city. /The execution 
of this unjuft law, in the provinces of Thrage and 
Aiia Minor, was committed to the zeal of Ma- 
cedonius ; the civil and military powers were 
dire&ed to obey his commands ; and the cruelties 
exercifed by this Senji-Arian tyrant in the fuppoit 
of the Homoioujiony exceeded the commiffion, and. 
difgraced the reign, of Gonflantius. The facra- 
ments of the church were adminiftered to die 
reluftant vi&ims, who denied the vocation, and 
abhorred the principles, of Macedonius. The rites 
of baptifm were conferred on women and f hi|- 
* dren, who, for that purpofe, had been torn from 

the 
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the arms of their friends and parents ; the mouths c ** A p. 
of the communicants were held open, by a wooden 
engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
down their throat; the breafls of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-fhells, or in- 
humanly compreffed between Iharp and heavy 
boards l5 \ The Novatians of Conftantinople, and 
the adjacent country, by their firm attachment to 
the Homooufian ilandard, deferved to be con- 
founded with the Catholics themfelves. Macedo- 
nius was informed, that a large diftrifl: of Pa- 
phlagonia M$ was almoft entirely inhabited by thofe 
feftaries. He refolved either to convert or to ex- 
tirpate them j and as he diftrufted, on this occa- 
fion, the efficacy of an ecclefiaftkal miffion, he 
commanded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his fpiritual domi- 
nion. The Novatian peafants, animated by de- 
fpair and religious fury, boldly encountered the 
invaders of their country ; and though many of 
the Paphlagonians were flain, the Roman legions 
were vanquifhed by an irregular multitude, 

. "5* Socrates, 1. ii. c. «7. 38- Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 31. The prin* 
cipal atliftants of Macedonius, in the work of perfecution, were the 
two bilhops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus, who were efteemed for their 
virtues, and efpecially for their charity. I cannot forbear reminding 
the reader, that the difference bttween the Homoonjiou and HunQiou- 
fion y is almoft invifible to the niceft theological eye. 

*ss We are ignorant of the precife fituation of Mantinium. In 
fpeaking of thefe/o«r bands of legionaries Socrates, Sozomen, and 
the author of the Adts of St. Paul, life the indefinite terms of apG*o», 
q>a.*cc*yt<; 9 rfty^a.ra 9 which Nicephorus very properly iranflates thou* 
funds. Valef. ad Sdcrat. 1. ii. e. 38. 

armed 
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CHAP, armed only with fcythes and axes ; and, except a 

few -who efcaped by an ignominious flight, four 

thoufand foldiers ware left dead on the field of 

battle. The fucceffor of Conftantius haft expreflk 

cd, in a concife but lively maimer, fome of the 

theological calamities which afflifted the empire, 

and more efpeeially the Eaft, in the reign o£ a 

prince who was the flave of his own paflions, qgg 

of thofe of his eunuchs* " Many were iraprifong^J, 

and perfecuted, and driven into exile. Whdle 

troops of thofe who were ftiled heretics were 

maflacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at Samo- 

" fata. In Paphlagonia, Bitbynia, Galatia, and 

44 in many other provinces, towns and villages 

" were laid wafte, and utterly deftroyed ,5 V* 

The revolt While the flames of the Arian controverfy*4;on- 

ofth^Ro- fumed the vitals of the. empire, the African jjcq- 

runf ? r " v ^ es were ^feft^d by their peculiar enemies the 

Eon*, favage fanatics, who, under the name of Qf&m- 

345, &c. tettions, formed the ftrength and fcandal of the 

Donatift party 157 . The fevere execution of the 

laws of Conftantine had excited a fpirit of difcoa- 

tejit and refiftance ; the ftrenuous efforts of his 

fon Conftans, to reftore the unity of the church, 

exafperated the fentiments of mutual hatred, which 

• had firft occafioned the feparationj and the. jne- 

156 Julian. EpiftoL lii. p. 436. edit. Spanheim. • 
v? See Optatus Milevitanus (particularly iii. 4.), with the Do- 
IWtift hiftory, by M. Dupin, and the original pieces at the end of his 
edition. The numerous circumftances which Auguftin has nen* 
ttoned, of the fury of the Circumcellions againft others, and agaipnV 
themfelves, have been laborioufly collected by Tillemoot, Men* 
Ecclef. torn. vi. p. 147—165 ; and he has often, though, without 
4cfign, expofed the injuries which had provoked thofe fanatics. 

thods 
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thods of force and corruption employed by the chap. 
two Imperial commiflioners, Paul and Macarius* 
furniflied the fchifinatics with a fpecious contraft. 
between the maxims of the apoftles and the con- 
duit of their pretended fu«ceffors. ,s *. The pea- 
fants who inhabited the villages of Numidia and 
Mauritania, were a ferocious race, who had been 
imperfe&ly reduced under the authority of the 
Roman laws ; who were imperfe&ly converted to 
the Chriftian faith; but who were aftuated by a 
blind and furious enthufiafm in the caufe of their 
Doriatift teachers. They indignantly fupported 
the exile of their bifhops, the demolition of their 
churches, and the interruption of their fecret 
affembHes. The violence of the officers of 
juftice, who were ufually fuftained by a military 
guard, was fometimes repelled with equal vio- 
lence ; and the blood of fome popular ecclefiaftics, 
which had been Ihed in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers with an eager defire of re- 
venging the death of thefe holy martyrs. By 

x ** It 1*9 amufing enough to obferve the language of oppofite par. 
tie?, when they fpeak of the fame men and things. Gratus, bifhop 
of Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox fynod, ef Gra- 
«* tiaa Deo omnipotenti et Chrrfto Jefu . . . qui impcravit reltgio- 
«< fiflimoConftanti Imperatori,.ut votum gereret unitatis, et mitteret 
" miniftros fandti opcrisfamufos Dei Paulum et Macarium 1 ' Mo- 
nument. Vet. ad Calcem Optati, p, 313. " Ecce fubfto," (fkys 
the Donatift author of the Paffion of Marculus) " de Conftantis re- 
** gis tyrannica domo . • . pollutum Macarianae perfecutionis mur- 
«* mur increpuit, et duabus hefliis ad Africam minis, eodern fcUtcet 
•« Macario et Paulo execrandum prorfus ac 4 trum ecclefise certaraen 
«* indi&am eft ; ut populus Chriftianus ad unionem cum triditori- 
« bus faciendam, nudatis niilitum gladiis et draconum prefentibus 
«* %ni8 9 ettubarum Tocibus cogeretur. ,, Monument, p. 304. 

their 
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c *?^ p * their own cruelty and rafhnefs, the misifter* of 
perfecution fometimes provoked • their fate ; and 
the « guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated the 
criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven 
from their native visages, the Donatift peafants 
affembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the 
Getulian defert ; and readily exchanged the habits 
of labour for -a life of idlenefs and rapine, which 
was confecrated by . the name of religion, and 
faintly condemned by the do&ors of the fedh 
The leaders of the Circumcellions aflumed 
the title of captains of the - faints ; their 
principal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided with fwords and fpears, was a huge aiid 
weighty club, which they termed in Israelite ; and 
the well-known found of " Praife be to God/* 
which they ufed as their cry of war, diffufed con* 
fternation over the unarmed provinces of Africa. 
At firfl their depredations were coloured by the 
plea of neceffity; but they foon exceeded the 
meafure of fubfiftence, indulged without controul 
their intemperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa- 
tions of hufbandry, and the adminiftration of 
juftice, were interrupted; and as the Circumcek 
lions pretended to reftore the primitive equality of 
mankind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety* 
they opened a fecure afylura for the flaves and 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
ftandard. When they were not refitted, they 
ufually* contented themfelves with . plunder, but 
the flighteft oppofition provoked them to a&s of 
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violence and murder ; and fome Catholic priefts, chap. 
who had imprudently fignalized their zeal, were i^ v -,if 
tortured by the fanatics with the moll refined ajid 
wanton barbarity. The fpirit of the CircumceU 
lions was not always exerted againft their defence- 
lefs enemies ; they engaged, and fometimes de- 
feated, the troops of the province; and in the 
bloody aftion of ^agai, they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an advanced 
guard of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatifts 
who were taken in arms, received, and they foon 
deferved, the fame treatment which might have- 
been fhewn to the wild beafts of . the defert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
fword, the axe, or the fire ; and the meaftif es of 
retaliation were mutliplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of mutual fbrgivenefs. In the? 
beginning of the prefent centuiy, the example of 
the Circumcellions has been renewed in the per- 
fection, the boldnefs, the primes, and the en- 
thufiafm of th§ Camifards ; and if the fanatics of 
Languedoc furpaffed thofe of Numidia, by their 
military achievements, the Africans maintained 
their fierce independence with more refolution 
and perfeverance ,59 . 

Such diforders are the natural efFe&s of religious Their r£. 
tyranny ; but the rage of the Donatifts was in- j^es. 
flamed by a frenzy of a very extraordinary kind j 

J S9 The Hiftoire des Camifards, in 3 vol. 121110. Villcfranche, 
i?6o, may be recommended as accurate and impartial. It requirts 
fome attention to difcover the religion of the author. 

. Vol. III. D d and 
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c H A p. and -which, if it really prevailed among them in 
fo extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral- 
leled in any country, or in any age. Many of 
thefe fanatics were poffeffed with the horror of 
life, and the delire of martyrdom; and they 
deemed it of little moment by what means, or 
by what hands, they perifhed, if their coftduft 
was fan&ifted by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and , the hope 
of eternal happinefs l6 °. Sometimes they rudely 
difturbed the feftivals, and profaned the temples 
of paganifm, with -the- defign of exciting the moft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge the infulted 
honour of their gods. . They fometimes forced 
their way into the courts of juftice, and compelled 
the affrighted judge to give, orders fof their im- 
mediate execution. They frequently flopped tra- 
vellers on the public highways, and obliged them 
to infiift the ftroke of martyrdom, by the pro- 
mife of a reward, if they confented, and by the 
threat of inftant death, if they refufed to grant £b 
very lingular a favour. When thjy were difap- 
pointed of every other refource, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of .their friends 
and brethren, they Ihould call themfelves head- 
long from fome lofty rock ; and many precipices , 
were {hewn, which had acquired fame by the 
number of religious filicides. In the a&ions *f 
thefe defperate enthufiafts, whb were admired by. 
one party as the martyrs of God, arid abhorred by 

** 1 he Donatift filicides alleged in their juftificatipn tbe epampk 
of Razias, which is related in the 14th chapter of the feeood book 

•£' tl>e Maccabees. 
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the other as the vi&ims of Satan, an impartial chap. 
philofopher may difcover the influence and the c-u^r 
laffc abufe of that inflexible fpirit, which was ori- 
ginally derived from the chara&er and principles' 
of the Jewifh nation/ 

The fimple narrative of the inteftine divisions, General 
which diftrafted the peace, and dishonoured the of The C * 
triumph, of the church, will confirm the remark of ^^ iftian 
a pagafr hiflorian, and juftify the complaint of a A. D. 
Venerable bifhop.- The experience of Ammianus 3I * ** 
had convinced him, that the enmity of the Chris- 
tians towards each other, furpafled the fury of favage 
beafls againft man lfil ; and Gregory Nazianzen mod 
pathetically laments, that the kingdom of heaven' 
was converted, by dlfcord, into the image of chaos, 
of a nofturnal tempeft, and of hell itfelf l<5 \ The 
fierce and partial writers of the times, aferibing all 
virtue to themfelves, and imputing all guilt to their 
adverfaries^ have painted the battle of the angels 
and daemons. Our calmer reafon will rejedfc fuch 
pure and peifeft monfters of vice or fan&ity, 
and will impute an equal, or at lead an indifcri7 
minate, meafute of good and evil to the hoftile 
ffe&aries, who afllimed and beftowed the appella- 
tions of orthodox and heretics. They had been 
educated in the fame religion, afrd the fame civil, 
focfety. Their hopes and fears in the prefent, ,or 
in a future, Kfe, were balanced in the fame pro- 
portion. Oh either fide, the error might be in-* ) 

tff Nullss infeftas hominibus beftias, ut font fibi ferales pleriqut 
Cht'iftiariorum expert us. Aitfmian. sarii. 5. 

*6* Gregor. Nazianzen, Orat. i. p. 33, See Tillerriont, torn, iz, 
p; ^ai. quarto edit. 

Dda nocent, 
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C xxi P nocent, the faith fincere, the pra&ice meritorious 
u-v— ■' or corrupt. Their paflions were excited by fimi- 
lar obje&s ; and they might alternately abufe the 
favour of the court, or of the people. The meta- 
phyfical opinions of the Athanafians and the Arians, 
could not influence their moral character: and 
they were alike actuated by the intolerant fpirit,. 
which has been extra&ed from the pure and fimple 
maxims of the gofpel. 
Toler*- a modern writer, who, with a jufl: confidence, 

paganifm has prefixed to his own hiftory the honourable 
epithets of political and philosophical ,6 % accufes 
the timid prudence of Montefquieu, r or neglect- 
ing to enumerate, among the caufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
exercife of the pagan worfhip was abfolutely fup- 
preffed, and a confiderable part of his fubjefts 
was left deftitute of priefts, of temples, and of 
any public religion* The zeal of the philofophic 
hiftorian for the rights of mankind, has induced 
him to acquiefce in the ambiguous teftimony of 
thofe ecclefiaftics, who have too lightly afcribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
fection 1 *. Inftead of alleging this ..imaginary 

163 Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique dcs Etabliflemens des'Eu- 
ropeens dans les deux Indes, torn. i. p. 9. 

»6+ Acaording to Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 45.) the 
emperor prohibited, both in cities and in the country, re$ (waa^* 
. . • rriq Ei^o^aT^6ta< ; the abominable acts or parts of idolatry, 
Socrates (J. i. c. 17.) andSozomen (I. in c. 4, 5.) have reprefented 
the conduct of Conftantine with a juft regard to troth and hiftory; 
which has been neglected by Theodorct (1. v. c! ax.) and Orofins 
(vii. 28.) • Turn deinde (fays the latter) primus Conftantinus juflo 
ordine et pio vicem vert it edict o ; fiquidem ftatuit citra ullam homi- 
num caedem, paganorum templa claudi. 
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law, which would have blazed in the front of the c HA P. 
Imperial codes, we may fafely appeal to the ori- 
ginal epiftle, which Conftantine addreffed to the 
followers of the ancient religion ; at a time when 
he no longer difguifed his converfion, nor dreaded 
the rivals of his throne. He invites and exhorts, 
in the moft prefling terms, the fubje&s of the. 
Roman empire to imitate the example of their 
mafter ; but he declares, that thofe who ftill re- by Con- 
fufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light, may 
freetjr enjoy their temples, and their fancied gods. ' 
A report, that the ceremonies of paganifm were 
fuppreffed, is formally contradi&ed by the em- 
peror himfelf, who wifely affigns, as the principle 
of his moderation, the invincible force of habit, 
of prejudice, and of fuperftition l6s . Without 
violating the fan&ity of his promife, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans, the artful mo- 
narch advanced, by flow and cautious fteps, to 
undermine the irregular and decayed fabric of 
polytheifm. The partial ads of feverity which 
he occafionally exercifed, though they . were fe- 
cretly prompted by a Chriftian zeal, were colour- 
ed by the faireft pretences of juftice and the 
public good $■ and while Conftantine defigned to 
ruin the foundations, he feemed to reform the 
^bufcs, of the ancient religion. After the example 

x «s See Eufebius in Vit. Conftantln. 1. ii. c. s&- 60. In the fer- 
mon to the aflembly of faints, which the emperor pronounced when 
he was mature in years and piety, he declares to the idolaters 
(c.-xi.)s that they are permitted to offer facr$ces, and to exercife 
every part of their religious worihip. 

■ < ■ I> d 3 of 
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CHAP, of die wjfeft of his predeceflbrs, he condemned', 
under the moft rigorous penalties, the occtflt and 
impious * arts of divination; \vhi£h excited the 
vain hopes, and fometimes the criminal attempts, 
of thofe who were difcontented with their prefent 
condition. An ignominious filence was impofed 
on the Grades, which had been publicly con- 
victed of fraud and falfehood; the effeminate 
priefts of the Nile were abolifhed ; and Gonftan- 
tine discharged the duties of a Roman cenfor, 
' when he gave orders for the demolition of federal 
temples of Phoenicia; in which every mode of 
proftitution was devoutly pra&ifed in the face of 
day, and to the honour of Venus 166 . The Im r 
perial city of Conftantinople was, in fome mea- 
fure, raifed at the expence, and was adorned 
with the fpoils, of the opulent temples of ^Greece 
and Afia ; the facred property Was confifcated ; 
the ftatues of gods and heroes were tranfported, 
with rude familiarity, among a people whb con- 
fidered them as obje&s, not of adoration, but of 
curiofity : the gold and filver were reftored to cir- 
culation ; and the magiftrates, the bifhops, and 
the eunuchs, improved the fortunate occafion of 
gratifying, at once, their zeal, their avarice, and 
,jheir refentment. • But thefe depredations were 
confined to a finall part of the Roman world ; and 
\ the provinces had been long fmce accuftomed to 

1C6 SceEufebjua, in Vit. Conftaotin. 1. iii. c. 54—58. and 1. iv. 
c. 13. 15. Thde ads of authority may be compared with the fup- 
preffion of the Bacchanals, and the demolition of the temple of Ijis, 
by the magiftrates of Pa^an Rome. 

endure 
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Endure the fame facrilegious rapine, from the c 11 a p. 
tyranny of princes and proconfuls, who could not \ M ^ V «^ 
be fufpefifced of any defign to fubvert the eftablifhed 
religion 107 . > 

The fons of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of anf * !«• 
their father, with more zeal, and with lefs dif- 
x:retion. The pretences of- rapine and oppreffiort 
were infenfibly multiplied 168 ; every indulgence 
was fliewn to the illegal behaviour of the Chrif- 
tians ; every doubt was explained to the difad- 
vantage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpicious 
events of the reign of Conftans. and Conftan- 
tius 169 . The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
a concife law, which might have iuperfedod the 
neceflity of any future prohibitions. " It is our 
pleafure, that in all places, £nd in all cities, 
the temples be immediately fhut, 'and carefully 
guarded,* that none may have the power of 
offending. It is likewife our pleafure, that all 
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* 7 Eufebius (in Vit. Conftaqt. 1. iii. c. 54.) and Libanius (Orat, 
pro Tempos, p. 9, 10. edit. Gothofred.), both mention the pious 
facrilege of Conftantine, which tfrey viewed in very different lights. 
The latter exprefsly declares, that " he made ufe of the facred mo- 
" ney, but made no alteration in the legal worfhip ; the temples 
" indeed were impoverished, but the facred rites were performed 
" there." Lardner's Jewifh and Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. 
p. 140* ♦ 

,6 * Ammianus (xxii. 4.) fpeaks of fome court eunuchs who were 
fpoliis templorum pafti. Libanius fays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. 23.), 
that the emperor often gave away a temple, like a dog, or a horfe, 
or a flave, or a gold cup : but the devout philofopher takes care to 
obferve, that theic facrilegious favourites very feJdom profpered. 

l6 9 See Gothofred. Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p, a6z. Liban. Orat. 
parental, c. x. in Fabric. Bibl. Gr*c. torn. viL p. 135. 

■ * our 
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C xxt P# " our ^ u kj e & s ftould fabftain from facrifices. ' If 
" any one fhould be guilty of fuch an aft, let 
" him feel the fword of vengeance, and after 
"'his execution, let his property be confifcated 
" to the public ufe. We denounce the fame 
" penalties againft the governors of the pro- 
" vinces, if they negledk to puniffi the crimi- 
' " nais XT V But there is the ftrongeft reafon to 
believe, that this formidable edift was either 
compofed without being publifhed, or was pub- 
lifhed without being executed. The evidence of 
fafts, and the monuments which are ftill extant of 
brafs and marble, continue to prove the public 
cxercife of the Pagaa worfhip during the whole 
reign of the fons of Conftantine. In the Eaft, as 
well as in ^e Weft, in cities, . as well as in the 
.country, a greaF/iumber of temples were refpe&ed, 
or at leaft were fpared ; and the devout multi- 
tude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrifiees, of fefti- 
vals, and of proceffions, by the permiffion, or 
by the connivance, of the civil government; 
About four y§ars after the fuppofed date of his 

»7o pjaaiit omnibus locis atque urbibus uniyerfis claudi protinus 
templa, et acceflu vetitis omnibus lieentiam delinquendi perditis ab- 
aegari. Volutnus etiam cunclos a facrificiis abftinerc. Quod fiquis 
< aliquid forte hujufmodi perpetraverit, gladio fternatur: facultatcs 
ctiam percmpti fifco dccernimus vindicari': et limiliter adfligi rec- 
tores provinciaruna fi fncinora vindicarc neglexerint. Cod. Theodof. 
I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 4. Chronology has difcovered fonie contradiction 
in the date of this extravagant law $ the only one, perhaps, by which 
the negligence of magiftr ates is puniihed4>y death and confifcation. 
M. de la Baftie (Mem. de l'Academie, torn. xy. p. 98.) come&urcs, 
with a (hew of reafon, that this was no more than the minutes of a 
Jaw, the heads of an intended bill, wjiich were found in Scriniis 
Memorise, among the papers of Conftantius, and afterwards in- 
serted, as a worthy model, in the Theodofian code, 

bloody 
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Woody edlft, Conftantius vifited the temples, of c *^A p. 
Rome ; and the decency of his behaviour is re- 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 
" That emperor/' fays Symmachus, " fuffered 
" the privileges of the veftai virgins to remain 
a inviolate; he beftowed the facerdotal dignities 
a on the nobles of Rome, granted the cuilomary 
allowance to defray the expences of the pub- 
lic rites and facrifices: and, .though he had 
" embraced . a different religion, he never at- 
" tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
" worfhip of antiquity ,7 V* The fenate ftill pre- 
fumed to confecrate, by . folemn decrees, the 
divine memory of their fovereigns ; and Conftatt* 
tine himfelf was affociated, after his death, to 
thofe gods whom -he had renounced and infulted 
during fci$ life. The title,, the enfigns, the pre- 
rogatives of sovereign pontiff, which had been 
inftituted by Numa, and affumed \>y Auguftu9, 
were accepted, without hefitation, by fpven Chrift- ' 
ian emperors ; >. who were invefted with a more 
abfolute authority over the religion which they 
hjid deferted, than over that which they pro- 
feffed 17 \ ' n 

, 7 I Symmach. Epifcol. x. 54. 

'7* The fourth Difiertation of M. de la Baftfe, far le Souverain 
Pontifieat des Empereurs Romains (in the Mem. de I'Acad. torn. xv. 
p. 75 — 144»\ is a very learned and judicious performance, which 
explains the ftate, and proves the toleration., of paganifm from Con -> 
ftantine to Gratian. The affertion of Zofimus, that Gratian was 
the firft who refined the pontifical robe, is confirmed beyond a 
doubt ; and the murmurs of bigotry, on that fubject, are almoft 
filenced. 

TV 
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Chap. The divifions of Chriftianity fufpended the rti&i 



XXI 



of paganifm 173 ; and the holy war againft the in* 
fidels was lefs vigoroufly profecuted by princes 
and bifhops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the gtilt and danger of domeftic • rebellion* 
The Extirpation of idolatry I74 might have been 

juftified 

4 7J As I have freely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganifm* 
I (hall now trace the lingular revolutions of thofe celebrated words. 
i, n*y», in the Doric dialed, fo familiar to the Italians, figaifies a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fame 
fountain* derived the common appellation of pagus and pagans (Feftus 
fnb voce,' and Servius ad Virgil. Georgic. ii. 382.)- 4 * By an eafy 
cxtenfion of the word, pagan and rural became aim oft fynonymous 
(Plin. Hift. Natur. xzviii. 5.) ; and the meaner ruftics acquired that 
name, which has been corrupted intopeafants in the modern languages 
of Europe. 3. The amazing increafe of the military order intro- 
duced the neceffity of a correlative term (Hume's EfiTays* vol. i. 
P* SS5') 5 an d all the people who were not enlifted in the fervjce of 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithets of pagans 
(Tacit. Hift. iii. 14- 4*. 77. Juvenal. Satir. .xtu TertuHiaq de 
Pallio, c. 4.). 4. The Chriftians were the foldiers of Chrift ; their 
adverfaries, who refufed his facramenty or military" oath of baptifm, 
might deferve the vietaphorteal name of pagans : and thfs popular 
reproach was introduced as.early as the reign of Valen tinian (A.D. 
$6$.) into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof. 1. xyi. tit. ii. leg. j8.) 
and theological writings. 5. Chriftianity gradually filled the cities 
of the empire ; the old religion, in the time of Prudentius (adverf. 
Symmachum, 1. i. ad fin.) and OrofiusO'nPrsefat.Hift.), retired and 
fengurfhed in obfcure villages; and the word pagans* with its new 
fignification, reverted to its primitive origin. 6. Since the worlhip of 
Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of pagans has 
been fuccefiively applied to all the idolaters and polytheifts of the old 
and new world. 7. The Latin Chriftians bellowed it, without 
fcruple, on their mortal enemies the Mahometans; and the*pureft 
unitarians were branded with the unjuft reproach of idolatry arid 
paganifm. See Gerard Voflius Etymologicon Linguae Latins*, in bis 
works, torn. i. p. 410. Go4efroy*s Commentary on the Theodofian 
Code, torn. vi. p. 350. and Ducange, mediae & ^ofimise LatinitaU 
Ctoffar. s 

*74 In the pure language of Iona and Athens, E Ay*o» and A*Tpw» 
were ancient and familiar words. Tht former cxpreffed a likenefk* 
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juftified by, the eftabliflied principles of intole- C **^ T P4 
ranee : but the hqftile feds, which alternately 
reigned ifr the Imperial court, were mutually ap~ 
prehenfive of alienating, and perhaps exafperat- 
ing, the minds of a powerful, though, declining 
fa&ion. Every motive of authority and fafhion, 
of intereft and reafon, now militated on* the fide 
of Chriftianity; but two or three generations 
elapfed, before their vi&orious influence >vas 
univerfally felt. , The religion which had fo long 
and fo lately been eftabliflied in the Roman em- 
pire was (till revered by a numerous people, lefs 
attached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuftom; . The honours of the ftate and 
army were indifferently beftowed on all tjie fub- 
j«fts of Conftantine and Conftaritius ; and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth* and 
valour was ftill engaged in the fervice of poly- 
theifnu The fuperftition of the fenator and of 
the peafant, of the poet and the philosopher, was 
derived from very different caufes, but they met 
with equal devotion in the temples of the gods. 
Their zeal was infenfibly prrpvoked . by the infult- 
ing triumph of a profcribed feft ; and their hopes 



an apparition (Homer. OdyfT. xi. 601.) a reprefentation, an image 9 
created either by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort of 
fervid or flavery. The Jews of Egypt, who tran dated the Hebrew 
fcriptures, reftrained the ufc of thefe words (Exod. xx. 4, 5,) to the 
religious worfhip of an image. The- peculiar idiom of the Hellenifts, 
or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by the facred and eccleliaftical 
writtrs; and the reoroach of idolatry (£iluXoAaT£Sfra) has ftigmatized 
that vifible and abjeft mode of fuperftition, which fome feels of 
Chriftianity fhouW not haftiiy impute to the polythelia of Greece 
and Rome. 
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CHAP, were revived by the well-grounded v confidence, 
that the prefumptive heir of the empire, a young 
and valiant hero/ who had delivered Gaul from 
the arms of the Barbarians, had fecretly embraced* 
the religion of his anceftors. 
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